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LETTER      I. 

Rotterdam y  Dec,  30^  1780. 
Friend  Gordon, 

li  /f  Y  former  letter  mentioned  the  failing  of  a  large  1789, 
-*-'-■-  Spanifh  fleet  under  Don  Jofeph  Solano.  Capt. 
Mann  of  the  Cerberns  frigate,  falling  in  with  it,  and 
rightly  judging  of  its  deftination,  from  the  courfe  it 
fteered  and  other  circumftances,  confidered  with  great 
propriety,  that  the  public  good  and  the  importance  of 
the  object  fhould  fupply  the  defed  of  particular  orders^ 
and  that  the  limited  defign  of  his  cruife  could  not  com- 
pare with  the  imm.ediate  application  of  the  knowledge 
he  had  accidentally  acquired.  The  captain  therefore 
inilantly  proceeded  to  the  Weft  Indies,  to  communicate 
the  intelligence  to  Sir  George  Rodney,  then  at  Barba- 
does.  Upon  receiving  it,  Sir  George  ufed  the  utmofl: 
diligence  in  putting  to  fea,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Spa- 
nifh fleet  and  convoy  before  they  could  join  the  French, 
then  in  Fort  Royal  bay  Martinico*  But  his  views  were 
Vol.  IV,  B  fiuftrated 
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*l^^'{ruCirztcd  through  the  precaution  of  the  Spanifh  admi^ 
ral.  Don  Solano,  apprehenfive  though  not  informed  of 
the  danger,  inilead  of  proceeding  to  Fort  Royal  bay, 
prudently  {lopped  fliort  on  his  approach  to  the  nearefl 
iflands  -,  and  difpatched  a  frigate  to  inform  count  dc 
Guichcn  of  his  fituation,  and  to  require  a  fpeedy  junc- 
tion of  the  Oeets  where  he  then  was.  The  French  com- 
mander failed  diredly,  with  i8  fhips  of  the  line,  and 

10.  keeping  clofe  to  leev/ard  of  the  iflandS;,  joined  the  Spa- 
niards under  Dominique. 

The  combined  fleets  amounted  to  36  fail  of  the  Hne^ 
which  with  their  united  land  forces,  formed  fuch  an  ap- 
parent fuperiority,  as  nothing  in  thofe  feas  or  iflands 
feemed  capable  of  refilling.  But  the  Spanifh  troops 
being  too  much  crowded  on  board  their  tranfports,  to- 
gether with,  the  length  of  the  voyage,  the  change  of  cli- 
mate and  dieti  and  other  circumflances,  a  mofl  mortal 
and  contagious  diforder  was  generated,  which  firfl  infe6l- 
ing  their  own  feameri,  at  length  fpread,  though  not  en- 
tirely with  fo  fatal  an  effeft,  through  the  French  fleet 
and  land  forces,  Befide  the  great  mortality  on  the  paf- 
iage,  the  Spaniards  landed  no  iefs  than  1200  flck  on 
their  firft  arrival  at  Dominique,  and  a  much  greater 
number  afterward  at  Guadaloupe  and  Martinico.  Thus 
ihe  fpirir  of  enterprife  was  damped,  and  fome  part  of 
the  means  taken  away.  Still  the  combined  forces  had 
a  fufBcient  fviperiority  to  enable  them  to  proceed  to  of- 
fenflve  operations  with  die  profpe6l  of  fuccefs.  Sir 
George  Kodney  on  the  junction  of  the  enemies  fleets 
rsiired  to  St.  Lucie,  v/here  he  was  equally  well  fituated, 
tidier  for  obfcrving  their  motions  and  counteradling,  ac- 
cording ta  his  ability,  their  d^^figns  on  the  other  iflands  j 
I  or 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTtO^.  3 

Or  for  felf-defence  (hould  they  venture  upon  an  attack.  ^7^^* 
But  they  remained  totally  inadive  in  Fort  Royal  bay  till 
the  5th  of  July^  when  they  put  to  fea  in  the  night,  with- Jul/ 
out  making  fignals  or  fhowing  lights.     Had  they  im-     ^' 
proved  their  opportunity,    Jamaica  muft  undoubtedly 
have  fallen  ^  but  a  mifunderftanding  between  the  Spa- 
nifh  and  French  admirals,  rendered  their  jundion  and 
fuperiority  of  little  importance.     Count  de  Guichen  ac- 
companied Don  Solano  as  far  as  St.  Domingo,    and 
then  left  the  Spanifh  fleet  to  proceed  fingly  to  the  Ha- 
vannahj  while  he  with  the  French  put  in  at  Cape  Fran- 
(^ois.     Here  he  remained  till  a  large  convoy  was  col- 
leded  from  the  French  iflands,  with  which  he  proceeded 
diredly  for  Europe.     Sir  George  Rodney,  entertaining 
a  miilaken  apprehenfion  either  from  his  own  conjefture 
or  from  information,    that  de   Guichen  was  bound  to 
North  America  in  order  to  join  adm.  Ternay  at  Rhode 
Ifland,  had  no  fooner  received  certain  intelligence  of  his 
departure  from  Cape  Francois  j  than  he  failed  himfelf 
with  eleven  capital  ihips  and  four  frigates  for  New  York. 
The  combined  fleets  in  the  European  feas  have  been 
more  fuccefsful.     A  rich  and  confiderable  convoy  for 
the  Eafl:  and  Wefl:  Indies  failed  from  Portfmouth  in  the 
latter  end  of  July,  under  the  condu6t  of  capt.  Moutray 
of  the  Ramillies  and  two  frigates :  the  whole  were  in- 
tercepted on  the  9th  of  Augufl:  by  the  combined  fleets  A u^ 
tinder  Don  Louis  de  Cordova.     The  convoy  included,     *' 
befide  the  merchantmen,  eighteen  viftuallers,  florefliips 
and  tranfports,  deilined  for  the  fervice  in  the  Weil  In- 
dies.    Five  Eafl  Indiamen  made  a  part  of  it,  and  to* 
gether  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  a  train  of  artillerv^ 
conveyed  a  large  quantity  of  naval  (lores,  for  the  fuppiy 
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«7So.  of  the  Britifh  fquadron  in  that  quarter.  The  Eaft  In- 
dia and  fifty  Weft  India  fhips,  including  thofe  upon  go- 
vernmental account,  were  taken.  The  RamiUies,  with 
the  frigates,  and  a  few  Weft  India  fhips  efcaped.  Such 
a  prize  never  before  entered  the  harbour  of  Cadiz.  A 
Britifti  fleet  of  near  60  Ihips  led  captive  by  a  Spanifti 
fquadron,  was  extremely  flattering  to  a  people,  to  whom 
naval  captures  from  fuch  an  enemy  were  an  unufual 
rpe6tacle.  The  appearance  of  the  numerous  prifoners 
rendered  the  triumph  more  complete,  and  made  the 
fio-ht  ftiil  more  Angular.  They  confifted  of  1250  fea- 
men,  officers  included;  of  1255  foldiers,  and  74  offi- 
cers; of  149  women;  and  of  137  paflfengers  of  both 
fexes,  among  whom  were  Ibme  married  and  unmarried 
ladies  of  condition.  The  whole  amounted  to  2865  per- 
fons.  The  value  of  the  faleable  com.modities  was  great, 
but  the  lofs  of  the  military  and  naval  fupplies  was  much 
more  eonflderable,  as  they  could  not  be  replaced  in 
time.  Advantageous  purchafes  will  undoubtedly  be 
made  out  of  this  capture  for  the  fervice  of  the  Ame- 
rican army. 

The  ftrong  appearances  of  an  approaching  ftorm, 
with  which  adminiftration  was  threatened,  having  fub- 
fided ;  and  every  thing  going  on  fmoothly  and  profpe- 
roufly,  there  was  reafon  to  expe6l  that  ele6lions  for  a 
new  parliament  would  go  greatly  in  favor  of  the  court. 
A  diflblution  of  the  prefent  was  therefore  determined 
Sept.  ^pon ;  but  the  defign  was  kept  a  profound  fecret.  When 
'•  the  proclamation  for  the  diftblving  of  it  appeared,  it 
wrought  like  a  thunder  clap,  with  refped  to  fuddennefs 
and  furprife,  on  thofe  who  were  unacquainted  with  the 
defign.     A  new  prorogation  had  taken  place  within  a 

few 


AMERICAN       Pv  EVOLUTION.  J 

Tew  days,  v/hich  ferved  to  render  the  flroke  ftill  more  1780. 
unexpedted.     The  eledlions  went  much  in  favor  of  the 
cotirt.     One  hundred  and  thirteen  new  reprefentatives 
obtained  feats  in  parliament. 

Mr.  Laurens  v/as  taken  on  his  way  from  congrefs  to 
Holland,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  on  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland.  A  package  of  papers,  when  thrown 
overboard,  not  finking  fuddenly,  was  faved  by  the  bold- 
nefs  and  dexterity  of  a  Britifh  failor,  and  mod  of  them 
were  recovered  from  the  effedls  of  the  water.  On  his 
arrival  in  England,  he  was  committed  upon  a  charge  of  ^"^^^ 
high  treafon,  as  a  flate  prifoner  to  the  Tower,  under 
an  order  figned  by  the  three  fecretaries  of  flate.  He 
claimed  the  privileges  of  his  public  character,  as  a  com- 
mifTioner  from  the  United  States  of  America;  and  de^ 
clined  anfwering  any  queftions  whofe  tendency  he  could 
not  immediately  perceive,  fo  that  little  information  was 
obtained  from  him.  But  by  tl>e  medium  of  his  papers 
the  adminiftration  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  even- 
tual treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  America 
and  Holland.  The  papers  relating  to  this  bufmefs  were 
delivered  about  the  beginning  of  November  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  who  on  the  5th  laid  them  before  the 
flates  of  Holland  and  Weft  Friefland.  On  the  loth  Sir 
Jofeph  Yorke  prefented  to  the  States  General  a  memo- 
rial concerning  them.  He  demanded  in  the  name  of 
the  king,  his  mafter,  not  only  a  formal  difavowal  of 
[what  was  pronounced]  fo  irregular  a  condud,  as  that 
which  was  charged  upon  the  ftates  of  Amfterdam,  of 
carrying  on  a  long  clandeftine  correfpondence  with  the 
American  rebels,  and  of  giving  inftru£lions  and  powers 
for  entering  into  a  treaty  with  thofe  rebels  i  but  alfo  in- 

B  3  *^  fiftcd 
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^7^^  Cfted  on  a  fpeedy^  fatisfadion,  and  the  punlfhment  of  the 
penfionary  Van  Berkel  and  his  accomplices.  This  con- 
dudl  was  declared  to  be  no  lefs  contrary  to  the  nnoft 
facred  engagements  of  their  high  mightinefles,  than  re« 
pugnant  to  the  Dutch  conftitution, 

The  reference  to  fuch  engagements  feems  to  have 
been  ill  timed,  as  the  royal  order  of  the  17th  of  April 
Jafb  had  declared  Holland  to  be  on  the  footing  of  other 
neutral  powers;  and  had  difannulled  the  efficacy  of  fuch 
engagem.ents  for  the  prefent,  by  fufpending  till  further 
orders  all  the  particular  flipulations  refpedling  the  fub- 
jedls  of  the  States  General,  contained  in  the  feveral 
treaties  then  fubfifling.  The  States  General  difavowed 
the  intended  treaty  of  the  city  of  Amfterdam,  and  en- 
gaged to  profecute  the  penfionary  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  country.  This  not  being  deemed  fatisfadory,  Sir 
Jofeph  Yorke  received  orders  to  withdraw  from  the 
Hague;  and  on  the  20th  of  Decem.ber,  a  manifeilo 
againfl  the  Dutch  was  publiilied  in  a  London  Gazette 
Extraordinary,  followed  by  an  order  of  council-—"  That 
general  reprifals  be  granted  againil  the  fhips,  goods  and 
fubjeds  of  the  States  General."  A  few  days  before  the 
publication,  the  States  General  had  acceded  to  the  con- 
federation of  the  armed  neutrality. 

On  Tuefday  06lober  the  jd^  Jamaica  was  vifited 
with  a  complicated  calamity.  A  mofi:  extraordinary 
fweil  of  the  fea,  ten  feet  higher  than  its  common  level, 
fucceedcd  by  an  earthquake  and  hurricane,  brought 
dreadful  deftrudion  on  pardcular  parts  of  the  ifland. 
Savannah.  La  Mar,  a  confiderable  trading  town  on  die 
fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  in  Weftmoreland  parifli,  was 
totally  d^ftroyed^  by  the  fe^'s  fuddenly  buriling  through 

all 
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all  bounds  and  furmoiinting  all  obilacles.     Every  thing  ^T^^* 

wasfo  completely  fwept  away  upon  its  retreat^  as  not  to 

leave  the  fmallefl  veftige  of  man,    beail  or  habitation 

behind.     About  200  perlbns  of  all  colours,  periflied  by 

this  terrible  irruption.     The  fea  flowed,  up  half  a  mile 

beyond  its  ufual  fixed  limits.     This  was  the  pielude  to 

the  fucceeding  earthquake  and  hurricane.     The  damage 

in  the  parifh  of  Weftmoreland  only,  amounted  to  near 

700,0001.  flerling.     In  that  of  Hanover,    one  fourth 

part  of  the  abfolute  property  is  fajd  to  be  loft  for  ever. 

The  merchants  of  Kingfton  generoufly  {tnt  down  for 

the  immediate  relief  of  the  unhappy  luflerers,   1 0,000 1. 

value  in  different  kinds  of  provifion,  clothing  and  other 

articles. 

A  yet  more  tremendous  hurricane  began  at  Barbadoes  Ocl. 
in  the  morning,  and  continued  with  little  intermifiion      " 
about  48  hours.     The  fnips   were   driven  from  their 
anchors,  and  obliged  to  encounter  all  the  horrors  of  a 
moil  outrageous  fea.     It  prevailed  chiefly  in  the  night  5 
and  Bridge  Town,  the  capital,  was  nearly  levelled  with 
the   earth.     The   inhabitants   who   efcaped,    anxioufly 
waited  the  break  of  day,  flattering  themfelves  that  with 
the  light  they  ihoiild  fee  a  celfation  of  the  ftorm.     But 
the  ftrongefl:  colours  cannot  paint  the  miferies  they  were 
under.     The   ground  was  covered  with  the  mangled 
bodies  of  their  friends  and  relations.     Reputable  fami-, 
lies  wandered  through  the  ruins  in  fearch  of  food  and 
fhelter.    Meaa  while  there  was  a  continual  fcene  of  rapine 
and  confufion.     The  negroes,  infl;ead  of  attempting  to 
fave  the  efl^eds  of  the  unhappy  fufferers,  were  plunder-r 
ing  every  part  of  the  town.     The  tempeit  was  but  little 
abated.     The  day  ferved  but  to  exhibit  jthe  mod  melan- 

B  4.  chqlv^ 
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'7^'°'choly  profped.     The  devaftation  on  all  fides  was  ter- 
rible— not  a  building  ftanding—the  trees,  if  not  torn  up 
by  the  roots,  ftripped  of  their  leaves  and  branches — the 
moil   luxuriant   fpring  changed    in   one   night  to   the 
drearieft  winter — the  few  public  buildings,  notwithfland- 
their  ftrength,  fallen  in  the  general  wreck.     The  lofs  of 
human  lives  was  great  even  among  the  whites ;  but  in- 
cluding the    blacks  was  eftimatcd  at  fome  thoufands. 
To  increafe  the  calamity,  moft  of  the  living  ftock  on 
the  ifland,  particularly  of  the  horned  cattle,  periled. 
An   extraordinary   inilance  of  the  united  force  of  the 
winds  and  waves  was  apparent  upon  this  occafion  in 
the  removal  of  a  cannon,  a  twelve  pounder,  from  the 
fouth  to  the  north  battery,  being  a  diftance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  yards.     The  truth  of  this  fad  and  of  the 
others  was  fupported  by  public  documents,  tranfmitted 
to  the  fecretary  of  ftate  by  the  governor  of  the  ifland, 
and  by  gen.  Vaughan.     Be  it  mentioned  to  the  honor 
and  praife  of  Don  Pedro  St.  Jago,  a  captain  of  the  re- 
giment of  Arragon,  and  of  the  other  SpaniiTi  prifoners 
at  Barbadoes,  who  were  all  under  his  immediate  direc- 
tion, that  they  a6ted  the  kind  part  of  friends,  inftead 
of  behaving  lilce  enemies,  or  even  with  indifference,  in 
this  feafon  of  calamity  j  and  omitted  no  labor  or  fervice 
in  their  power,  for  the  affiftance  of  the  diitrefTed  inha- 
bitants, and  the  prefervation  of  public  order. 

The  iflands  of  St.  Lucie,  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent, 
¥>'ere  likewife  laid  nearly  defolate.  Moil  of  the  fhips  of 
war  were  driven  out  to  fea  from  St.  Lucie,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  hurricane.  The  tranfports,  viduallers, 
and  traders,  were  difmafted,  and  generally  driven  on 
fhore.     A  prize  of  1 8   guns  was  wrecked  on  the  back 

of 
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of  the  ifland,  and  all  except  17  perifhed.  The  Andro-  ^1^^* 
meda  and  Laurel  of  28  guns  each,  were  loft  on  the 
coaft  of  Martinico ;  none  of  the  officers  and  but  few 
of  the  crews  v/ere  faved.  The  Deal  Caftle  of  24  guns 
fuffered  the  fame  fate.  The  fquadron  under  admiral 
Rov/ley,  which  convoyed  the  Jamaica  trade  on  its  way 
to  Europe,  experienced  no  lefs  calamity,  and  furcained. 
ftill  greater  lofs.  The  admiral  returned  to  Jamaica  with 
five  fhips,  moftly  difmafted  and  ail  difabled.  Tlie  Ster- 
ling Cafule  of  64  gups,  was  totally  loft  on  the  coaft  of 
HifiDaniola,  and  only  about  50  of  the  crew  faved.  The 
Thunderer,  commiodore  Boyle  Walfingham,  was  un- 
doubtedly fwallowed  up,  no  traces  of  her  fate  having 
yet  come  to  light.  The  Phoeni-::  of  44  guns,  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,  was  wrecked  on  the  ifie  of  Cuba  -,  but  her 
officers  and  moft  of  her  crew  were  faved.  The  Barba- 
does  and  Viclor  Coops  of  war,  with  the  Cam.eleon, 
Scarborough,  and  La  Blanche  frigates,  became  likewife, 
with  a  partial  or  total  lofs  of  men  and  officers,  victims 
to  the  rage  of  this  mercilefs  feafon.  The  French  iQands 
appear  to  hav^e  fuffered  even  more  than  the  Britifh, 
Barbadoes  only  excepted.  At  Martinico  the  pub]ic 
buildings  and  private  houfes  of  Fort  Royal  tovv'n,  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  fourteen  hundred,  were  blown 
down,  and  an  incredible  numiber  of  perfons  loft  their 
lives.  Every  houfe  in  St.  Pierre  ftiared  the  lame  fate, 
and  more  than  a  thoufand  people  periffied.  The  num- 
bers loft  upon  the  iHand,  including  negroes,  is  computed 
at  about  9000,  and  the  damage  at  700,000  louis  d'ors. 
Sixty-two  fall  of  tranfports  from  France,  v/hich  arrived 
that  morning  at  iMartinico,  with  ftores  and  2500  troops 
on  board,  v/ere  all  driven  out  to  fea,  and  feveral  were 

loft. 
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i7Sa*Iof!:.  The  Experiment  of  50  gunz,  and  the  Juno  of 
40,  with  fome  other  royal  French  frigates,  were  de- 
llroyed;  and  19  fail  of  loaded  Dutch  veffels  were  dafhed 
to  pieces  on  Grenada.  The  deftruction  of  people 
(whites  and  blacks)  at  St.  Euftatia,  was  reputed  to  be 
between  4  and  5000.  A  number  of  houfes  were  blown 
down  and  wafhed  away  with  the  inhabitants  into  the 
lea.     The  pecuniary  lofs  muft  be  very  great. 

The  humanity  of  the  marquis  de  Bouille  affords  fome 
relief  to  thcie  fcenes  of  horror  and  devaftation.  He 
lent  31  Britifli  failors  (the  remains  that  were  faved  of 
the  crews  of  the  Laurel  and  Andromeda)  under  a  flag 
of  truce  to  commodore  Hotham  at  St.  Lucle^  accom- 
panied with  a  declaration,  that  he  could  not  confider  in 
the  liglit  of  cnemiies,  men  who  had  fo  hardly  efcaped 
in  a  contention  with  the  force  of  the  elements ;  but 
that  they  having,  in  common  with  his  own  people,  been 
partakers  of  the  fame  danger,  were  in  like  manner  en- 
titled to  every  comifort  and  relief  that  could  be  given> 
in  a  feafon  of  fuch  univerfal  calamity  and  diitrefs.  He 
only  lamented,  he  faid,  that  their  numiber  was  fo  fmail, 
and  particularly  that  none  of  the  officers  were  faved. 
oa,  '^^'^^  ^^^^^  parliam.ent  m.et  on  the  lail  of  06lober, 
3^*  The  late  fpeaker,  Sir  Fletcher  Norton^  having  offended 
the  m.iniilry,  by  exercifing  too  much  of  an  independent 
Ipirit,  they  determined  upon  choofing  another  perfon 
in  his  room.  Mr.  Dunning  moved,  that  Sir  Fletcher 
Ihould  be  continued.  The  miniftry  pretended,  that  an 
anxiety  for  his  health  was  the  real  caufe  of  moving  that 
2  different  member  might  be  chofen:  but  Sir  Fletcher^^ 
after  declaring;  that  he  came  there  with  a  full  determi- 
nation  not  to  go  again  into  the.  chair  upon  any  accounts 

informed 
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informed  the  houfe  that  the  king's  minifters  had  not  i?^*?- 
held  the  fmalleft  previous  communication  with  him  upon 
itit  fubjed  J  that  he  had  been  in  town  three  days,  and 
bad  never  beea  aflced  whether  his  health  would  enable 
him  to  continue  in  the  chair,  nor  had  he  been  applied 
to  dire«5lly  or  jndiredly,  on  the  fubjed  of  choofing  a 
new  fpeaker.  He  called  upon  the  minifters  to  declare^ 
why  he  was  thus  difgracefully  difmilTed.  After  debates, 
lord  George  Germain's  motion  for  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Cornwall  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  203  votes 
to  134,  who  fupported  Mr,  Dunning's  motion. 

The  king  went  the  next  day  to  the  houfe  of  peers.  Nor* 
and  delivered  his  fpeech  to  the  parhament.  In  it  he  ** 
took  notice  of  the  fignal  fuccefles  which  had  attended 
the  progrefs  of  his  arms  in  Georgia  and  Carolina. 
Thefe  he  trufted  would  have  important  confcquences  in 
bringing  the  war  to  a  happy  conclufion.  When  the 
comimons  were  debating  upon  the  addrefs,  Mr.  Fox  re- 
prehended the  minifters  in  the  moft  pointed  terms,  for 
having  dared  to  fend  orders  to  officers  in  all  the  towns 
of  the  kingdom,  as  well  in  thofe  where  there  had  not 
been  the  fmalleft  pronenefs  to  tumult,  as  in  thofe  where 
i|:  had  entirely  fubfidcd  and  quiet  was  perfedly  reftored, 
giving  them  power  to  ad  at  difcrerion,  without  the 
authority  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  Thefe  orders,  he  de- 
clared, had  not  been  recalled,  till  almoft  every  eledion 
v/d.s  over.  He  likev/ife  arraigned  the  munifters  in  terms 
of  the  utmoft  feverity,  for  the  infult  which,  he  faid, 
b^ad  been  offered  to  the  navy,  and  the  prejudice  done  to 
thatfervice,  by  the  late  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pal- 
l^^er  to  ^he  government  of  Greenwich  Hofpital.     The 

addrefs 
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J7S0.  addrefs  was  carried^  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
212  to  130. 

Major  Tyler,  who  ferved  formerly  in  one  of  the 
American  continental  regiments,  by  his  irregular  pur- 
fuit  of  pleafure,  occafioned  an  information  to  be  lodged 
againft  himfelf  and  Mr.  John  Trumbull,  who  was  de- 
puty adjutant  general  with  Gates  at  Tyconderoga  in 
1776.  Tyler  efcaped:  but  Trumibull  was  taken  and 
Committed  to  prifon  on  the  2iilof  November,  being 
charged  with  holding  a  treafonable  correfpondence  with 
the  enemy.  When  he  was  re-exam.ined  the  next  day, 
three  letters  were  produced  and  read,  one  to  his  father 
the  governor  of  Connecticut,  the  fecond  from  Dr.  Frank- 
lin's grandfon  at  PafTey,  where  the  do6lor  refides,  and 
the  third  from  a  Mr.  V/hite  of  Lymie  in  Dorfetfhire. 
Mr.  Trumibull  in  his  anRvers  to  the  queflions  afked 
him,  faid,  that  he  arrived  in  England  in  the  beginning 
of  July ;  and  that  the  profefTion  he  had  in  view  was  that 
of  painting,  of  v^hich  Mr.  B.  Weft,  the  hiftorical 
painter,  could  inform,  the  bench  fully,  as  well  as  of  the 
manner  how  he  ufually  fpent  his  time.  Nothing  ap- 
peared particularly  criminal :  but  circumftances  were 
iuch,  that  the  bench  conceived  he  was  not  entitled  to 
his  liberty ;  they  therefore  figned  his  warrant  of  com- 
mitment for  New  Prifon,  on  account  of  the  unrepaired 
fhate  of  Newgate.  Confinemient  will  be  his  chief  ftif- 
feringi  and  .his  relations  may  difiiiifs  all  apprehenfions 
of  any  further  danger  to  his  perfonal  fafety. 

Some  detached  pieces  of  European  intelligence  will 
clofc  the  prefent  epiftle. 

Mr.  Jay  has  been  laboring  at  the  court  of  Madrid  to 
effect  a  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  of 

Arnerica> 
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America  j  but  to  no  purpofe.     For  particular  reafons  ^7^<^* 
that  court  declines  making  the  treaty  with  France,  the 
bafis  of  one  with  them.     Congrefs  was  much  overfeen 
in  drawing  bills  upon  him.     The  importance  of  Spain  to 
America  Ihould  not  have  been  brought  forward,  at  leaft 
fhould  not  have  been  placed  in  fuch  a  glaring  point  of 
view.     The  meafure  of  drawing,  in  expe6lation  that  the 
Spaniards  would  fupply  the  cafh,  was  confidered  by  them 
as  defperate,  and  as  what  congrefs  were  prompted  to  by 
their  imbecility.     It  was  in  the  power  of  the  Spaniih. 
court  to  have  made  the  loan  that  v/as  aflced :  whereas^ 
inftead  of  furnifhing   Mr.  Jay   with   30   or   40,000!. 
fterling,  the  fum  requefted  for  im^mediate  fervice^  he 
was  fupplied  with  only  about  4200 1. 

On  the  '29th.  of  September  died  Maria  Therefa,  em- 
prefs  of  Germany,  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
and  archduchefs  of  Auftria,  and  natural  fovereign  of  all 
the  widely  extended  dominions  appertaining  to  that  great 
houfe.  Her  death  has  occafioned  no  convullions  in  the 
European  fyftem  of  politics. 

Lord  George  Germain,  in  his  letter  to  lord  Corn- 
wallis  of  November  the  9th,  commended  Cornwallis's 
"  determination  to  inflift  exemplary  punifhment  on  thofe 
traitors,  who  had  repeated  the  violation  of  their  oaths  of 
allegiance,  or  broken  their  parole,  and  taken  arms 
againih  the  king,  as  wife  and  promotive  of  the  great 
objedt  of  the  war."  He  added,  ''  I  have  not  the  lead 
doubt,  from  your  lordfhip's  vigorous  and  alert  move- 
nients,  the  whole  country,  fouth  of  the  Delaware,  will 
be  reftored  to  the  king's  obedience  in  the  courfe  of  the 
[next]  campaign," 

The 
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1780,  The  French  king  this  year  dignified  and  for  ever  reri** 
dered  his  name-day  memorable,  by  a  prefent  to  his  fub* 
je6ls,  ivorthy  the  humanity  and  magnificence  of  a  great 
and  enUghtened  monarch.  It  was  no  lefs  than  abolilh^ 
ing  for  ever,  that  relic  of  barbarifm,  fo  long  the  oppro- 
bium  of  the  chriflian  name,  and  a  (landing  difgrace  to 
the  moil  civilized  and  learned  quarter  of  the  world—* 
the  inhuman  cutlom  of  putting  the  quejlion^  as  it  was 
called,  by  torture.  It  had  been  fo  long  eftablifhed  and 
rivetted,  that  it  feemed  to  be  an  original  and  indivifible 
part  of  the  conftitution  of  their  courts  of  juilice.  The 
French  king  did  alfo^  in  order  to  leilen  the  burdens  of 
his  people,  make  a  prodigious  reform  in  his  houfhold. 
In  purfuance  of  the  new  plan  adopted  in  his  court,  no 
lefs  than  406  offices  in  that  department  were  abolifhed. 

The  torture  having  been  mentioned,  let  it  be  remarked 
that  no  one  is  capitally  condemned  in  Holland,  till  he 
acknowledges  himfelf  guilty  >  and  that  the  torture  is 
praftifed,  when  needful,  to  produce  fuch  acknowledg- 
ment. But  then  it  muft  obferved,  that  no  one  is  put  to 
the  torture  without  that  evidence,  which  would  hang 
him  in  Great  Britain.  If  the  accufed  has  firmnefs  of 
body  and  miind  to  fupport  under  the  rack  through  the 
whole  procefs,  he  is  difcharged  though  guilty ;  but 
though  innocent,  if  (overcome  by  excruciating  pain)  he 
pronounces  himfelf  guilty,  to  obtain  momentary  eafc, 
execution  follows. 

The  bounty  and  kindnefs  extended  by  the  bifliop  of 
Lugo  to  the  Britifh  prifoners,  deferves  every  degree  of 
praife  and  gratitude.  Although  fome  of  their  com- 
manders behaved  otherwife,  the  Spanifh  nobility  and 
merchants,  in  general,  fhowed  extraordinary  marks  of 

friendfhip. 
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friendfhip,  and  even  of  afFeftion,  to  thofe  Britifh  gen- 'i^*^- 
tlernen  who  fell  in  their  way,  while  national  hoftilities 
were  carrying  on.  The  Spaniards  labored  hard  in  pulh- 
ing  on  their  works  againfl  Gibraltar,  but  had  often  the 
mortification  of  feeing  them  when  nearly  completed, 
deftroyed  in  a  few  hours  by  the  weight  of  fire  from  the 
batteries.  Gen.  Elliot  would  let  them  proceed  to  a 
certain  point,  and  then  at  once  throw  all  their  hopes  to 
the  ground.  Some  judicious  and  fuccefsful  fallies  were 
likewife  made  occafionally,  though  fparingly,  by  the 
garrifon.  The  vexation  of  being  fo  bafBed  by  a  hand- 
ful of  men,  has  at  length  whetted  the  invention  of  the 
Spaniards  to  a  proje6i:,  that  may  afford  much  trouble  to 
the  garrifon  when  perfe6ted,  and  infinitely  increafe  the 
difHculties  and  dangers  of  the  defence. 

The  condudl  of  the  duke  of  Modena,  in  abolifhino' 
the  inquifition  in  his  dominions,  m.uft  be  enumerated 
among  the  remarkable  circumilances,  that  have  difiin- 
guifhed  the  year  1780.  It  affords  a  frefh  inilance  of 
the  progrefs,  which  liberal  ideas,  with  refpecl  to  tolera- 
tion and  the  rights  of  confcience,  are  now  making 
throughout  Europe.  Upon  the  death  of  the  grand  in- 
quifitor  at  Reggio,  the  prince  immediately  ordered  that 
tribunal  to  be  for  ever  aboliflicd  \  its  revenues  to  be  ap- 
plied to  laudable  purpofes  5  and  the  prifons  and  other 
buildings,  which  could  pi*eferve  any  memorial  of  its 
having  ever  exided,  to  be  demioliflied. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  a  confiderable  number  of 
well-fought  and  defperate  actions  have  taken  place  be- 
tween Britifli  and  French  frigates  3  in  which,  through  the 
former  had  almoil  continually  the  advantage  when  upon 
equal  terms,  and  the  VjXi^x  were  frequently  t^^ien  ^  yet 

there 
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1780*.  there  were  fuch  inftances  of  profefTional  fldll,  courage 
and  dexterity,  conftantly  difplayed  on  the  part  of  the 
French,  as  were  before  unknown  in  their  marine. 

The  prefent  letter  Vv^iil  be  kept  ready  to  fend  off  in- 
ftantly,  whenever  the  opportunity  of  a  fafe  conveyance 
offers. 


LETTER      IL 


Roxhury^  April  u,  1 7  8  r  • 


My  good  Sir, 


1781.  ry^  j-^  £  Maifachufetts  government  was  greatly  alarmed 
-*-  on  the  14th  of  January,  by  the  unexpedled  ar- 
rival of  gen.  Knox  v/ith  an  account  of  the  Pennfylvania 
line's  having  revolted,  and  marched  off  from  Morrif- 
town.  Gov.  Hancock  had  been  prepared  to  expe6l  an 
event  of  that  kind,  though  in  a  different  quarter :  for 
gen.  Glover  wrote  to  him  on  the  nth  of  the  preceding 
month — "  It  is  now  four  days  fince  your  line  of  the 
army  has  eaten  one  mouthful  of  bread.  We  have  no 
money  :  nor  will  any  body  truft  us.  The  beft  of  wheat 
is  at  this  moment  felling  i-n  the  Hate  of  New  York  for 
three  fourths  of  a  dollar  [3  s.  4d.  |  flerling]  per  bufhel, 
and  your  army  is  flarving  for  want.  On  the  ifl:  of 
January  fomething  will  turn  up  if  not  fpeedily  prevented, 
which  your  officers  cannot  be  anf//erable  for,'*  Several 
2  caufes 
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canfes  contributed  to  produce  the  revolt  of  the  Penn-^?^^* 
fyivania  line.  The  officers^  when  they  inlifted  the  men, 
imagined  that  the  war  would  not  continue  more  than 
three  years  j  and  thought,  at  their  inliftment,  of  hold- 
ing them  no  longer  than  for  that  term  at  furtheft,  though 
they  were  to  be  difcharged  fooner  was  the  Vv^ar  ended : 
the  men  underftood  the  agreement  in  the  fame  m.anner. 
The  officers  finding  the  war  did  not  clofe  as  was  ex- 
pefted,  and  recruiting  difficult  i  the  foldiers  alfo  being 
well  trained  by  the  three  years  fervice;  they  were 
tmwilling  to  part  with  them,  and  impofed  a  new  fenfe 
upon  the  original  agreement,  viz.  that  the  men  were 
held  to  ferve  the  whole  war,  though  it  lafled  beyond 
the  three  years.  This  the  m^en  refented  as  an  impo- 
fition,  and  fubmitted  to  only  from  neceffity,  and  till  the 
moment  lliould  offer  for  the  redrefs  of  fuch  an  iniquitous 
grievance.  The  officers,  to  footh  the  foldiers,  relaxed 
in  their  difcipline,  which  made  the  men  feel  their  own 
importance.  Major  M'^Pherfon  having  quitted  the  Bri- 
tiih  fervice  in  an  honorable  way,  and  attached  himfelf 
to  the  Americans,  gen.  Wafhington,  w^hen  occafion  re- 
quired his  forming  a  particular  corps,  gave  the  com.- 
mand  of  it  to  the  m.ajor  in  token  of  refpeft,  and  by 
way  of  encouragement.  Upon  that  the  Pennfylvania 
officers  formed  themf^kes  into  parties;  combined  in  art 
oppoiition  to  the  appointment  ;^and  offered  to  refiga 
their  commiffions  upon  the  occafion.  They  alfo  coun- 
tenanced the  non-comrniffioned  officers  of  their  line  to 
unite  in  applying  to  head  quarters  for  certain  favors. 
Such  condu6t  contributed  to  ftrengthen  and  ripen  that 
difpofition  which  produced  the  revolt.  The  language 
which  the  officers  of  rank  talked  upon  thefe  occafions,- 
Vol,  IV,  6  withirt 
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i7Si' within  the  hearing  of  the  injured  foldiers,  was  not  un- 
noticed ;  but  was  applied  to  diredl  the  condu6l  of  the 
latter,  while   it  cherifhed  their  difcontent :  fo  that  the 
revolt  would  have  taken   place  before,  had  the  oppor- 
tunity and   profpe6l  of  fuccefs  been  equally  favorable. 
To  the  capital  grievance  abovementioned  muft  be  added 
— the  total  want  of  pay  for  near  twelve  months — the 
want  of   clothing — and   not  unfrequently  the  want  of 
provifion    beyond   defcription.     A   furtlier  aggravation 
was  Droduced  by  the  arrival  in  camp  of  a  deputation 
from  the  Fennfylvania  ftate  with  600  half  joes,  to  be 
given,  three  to  each  man,  as  a  bounty  to  each  of  the 
fix  months  levies  (whofe  timiC  Vv'as  then  expiring)  that 
would  inhll  again  for  the  war.     This  was  too  much  for 
the  veterans.     Hie  commencement  of  the  new  year 
was  to  be  celebrated,  which  occafioned  the  men*s  being 
charoed  with  more  than  a  common  allowance  of  fpirit. 

jan.  rj.^^^^  operation  of  this  upon  the  animal  frame,  and  the 
other  circumfliances  confpiring,  the  Fennfylvania  line 
mutinied.  The  whole,  except  three  regiments,  upon  a 
fjgnal  for  the  purpofe,  turned  out  under  arms  without 
their  officers,  and  declared  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances. 
Gen.  Wayne  and  the  other  officers  did  every  thing  in 
their  povv^er  to  quell  the  tumult.  But  the  troops  faid — 
''  We  neither  can,  nor  v;iil  be  any  longer  amAifed.  We 
are  determined,  at  every  hazard,  to  march  in  a  body 
to  cono-refs  and  obtain  redrefs."  On  \Vavne's  cockin» 
his  piftols,  there  were  a  hundred  bayonets  at  his  bread 
with — "  We  love  you,  w^e  reipe6t  you,  but  you  are  a 
dead  man  if  you  fire.  Do  net  miftake  us,  we  are  not 
going  to  the  enemy :  on  the  contrary,  were  they  now 
to  come  out,  you  fhould  fee  us  fight  under  your  orders 

with 
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v?ith  as  much  refoiution  and  alacrity  as  ever."  Several  i^gx. 
officers  were  wounded  and  a  captain  lolled  in  vainly  at- 
tempting to  reduce  them.  The  three  regim.ents  paraded 
under  their  officers  ^  but  being  called  upon  by  the  others 
to  join  them,  and  threatened  with  death  in  cale  of  re- 
fufal,  and  adually  fired  on^  they  complied.  They  then 
feized  upon  fix  field  pieces,  and  forcing  the  artillery  men 
who  had  not  joined  them,  to  do  it  inftantly,  under  penalty  of 
being  every  man  bayonetted,  the  mutiny  became  general. 
They  were  about  1300,  and  began  their  m.arch  at  night: 
the  next  day  Wayne  forwarded  provifions  after  them,  to 
prevent  the  otherwife  inevitable  depredation  which  would 
be  made  on  private  property.  He  and  three  principal 
officers,  fuppofed  higheft  in  their  efteem,  concluded 
upon  following  and  mixing  with  them,  that  they  might 
affift  with  their  advice,  and  prevent  outrages.  They 
were  civilly  received,  and  acquired  much  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  mudneers.  Thefe  hov/ever  elefted  tem- 
porary officers  from  their  ovv'n  body ;  and  appointed  a 
iergeant  miajor,  who  had  formerly  deferted  fi'om  the  Bri- 
tifh  army,  to  be  their  commander.  They  marched 
through  the  country  with  greater  regularity  and  good  con- 
dudl,  and  did  lefs  damage,  than  could  have  been  ex« 
peeled.     By  the  third  day  they  were  at  Princeton. 

When  the  news  of  their  revolt  reached  gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  the  Pennfylvania  government,  and  the  congrefs^ 
they  were  all  m^uch  alarmed,  left  the  example  fhould 
prove  Infedlious.  The  commander  in  chief  concluded 
upon  fending  off  immediately  a  proper  perfon  to  the 
eaflern  ftates,  to  enforce  upon  them  the  doing  of  fome-. 
thing  without  delay  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of  their 
lefpeftive  lines.     Hard  money  v/as  to  be  found  in  the 

C  a  handfv 
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^*7^^* hands  of  bnt  one  officer,  fufficient  for  the  expences  of 
the  journey,  which  could  not  be  otherwife  performed 
with  a  fpeed  anfwerable  to  the  emergency.  Gen.  Knox 
had  obtained  a  fmall  quantity,  which  was  deftined  for 
the  procurement  of  thofe  family  fnpplies  which  he  mufl 
otherwife  have  wanted.  This  annexed  to  his  other  qua- 
lifications, made  him  the  befi  and  the  only  agent  that 
gen.  Wafliington  could  employ.  He  readily  engaged 
in  the  fervice,  notwithflanding  its  being  the  depth  of 
winter,  and  carried  with  him  a  letter  of  January  the  5th, 
wherein  his  excellency  faid — "  It  is  vain  to  think  an 
armv  can  be  kent  together  much  lonpjer,  under  fuch  a 
variety  of  fufferings  as  ours  have  experienced  ;  and  un- 
lefs  fome  immediate  and  fpeedy  meafures  are  adopted 
to  furnilli  at  leail  three  months  pay  to  the  troops,  in 
money  which  will  be  of  fom.e  value  to  them  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  ways  and  means  are  devifed  to  clothe  and 
feed  them  better  (more  regularly  I  mean)  the  worfl:  that 
can  befall  us  may  be  expe6led.  I  refer  you  to  gen. 
Knox,  &c."  Flis  fuccefs  was  fuch,  that  Wafnington 
wrote  to  him  about  a  month  after — "  The  ftates  whofe 
determinations  you  report,  have  done  themfelves  honor 
by  their  liberality,  and  by  their  ready  attention  to  the 
object  of  your  miffion." 

When  Sir  Henry  Clinton  received  intelligence  of  the 
revolt,  he  left  no  m.eans  untried  that  could  turn  it  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Britifii,  Fie  fent  two  fpies  by  way 
of  Amboy,  and  two  of  Elizabeth  town  (all  Americans) 
to  treat  as  agents  from  himfelf  with  the  m;utineers.  The 
iaft  two  were  counter-fpies ;  who  gave  information  of 
the  others  upon  being  defignedly  taken  up  ;  and  had  the 
propofals  with  Vriiich  tluy  were  intruRed  taken  from 
4  >  them., 
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them.  The  two  that  got  fafe  to  Princeton  carried  fimi-  ^7^^« 
iar  ones  to  the  revolters,  viz.  "  to  be  taken  under  the 
proteftion  of  the  Britifh  government — to  have  a  free 
pardon  for  all  pad  offences — to  have  the  pay  due  to  them 
from  congrefs  faithfully  paid,  without  any  expe6lation  of 
military  fervice  in  return,  although  it  would  be  received 
if  voluntarily  offered— and  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
return  to  their  allegiance."  It  was  recommxnded  to 
them  to  move  behind  the  South  river,  when  a  body  of 
Britifh  troops  fhould  be  in  readlnefs  for  their  protec- 
tion as  foon  as  defired.  They  v/ere  requefted  to  fend 
perfons  to  Amboy,  to  meet  others  who  would  be  ap- 
pointed by  Sir  Henry,  to  difcufs  and  fettle  the  treaty, 
and  bring  matters  to  a  final  conclufion.  Mean  while, 
the  Britifh  general  paffed  over  to  Staten  Ifland,  with  a 
large  body  of  troops,  and  took  the  neceffary  meafures 
for  moving  them  to  the  continent,  v/henever  circum- 
ffances  might  require  their  a6ling.  Clinton's  propofak 
were  reje6led,  and  his  rneffengers  feized  and  delivered 
up  to  gen,  Wayne,  who  put  them  under  guard.  Soon 
after,  a  committee  of  the  Pennfylvania  council  repaired 
to  Princeton  to  meet  the  foldiery.  They  agreed  to  the 
difmiffion  of  all  whofe  terms  of  inliftment  were  com- 
pleted i  and  precipitately  admitted  as  proof  the  oath  of 
the  party  to  be  benefitted  5  fo  that  a  great  number  frau- 
dulently procured  difcharges,  and  about  one  half  of  the 
line  was  difmiffed  before  the  whole  bufmefs  v/as  con- 
cluded, which  happened  not  for  fome  days.  A  com- 
mittee of  congrefs  came  as  far  as  Trenton,  and  there 
remained.  The  revokers  marched  from  Princeton  to 
that  place  on  the  9th.  The  next  day  the  two  fpies  were  Jan^ 
tried  and  executed.     By  the  15th  matters  were  fo  ad-,    9* 

C  3  jufted. 
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j^Si.jufted,  that  the  committee  of  congrefs  returned  to  Phi- 
ladelphia. The  fame  day  congrefs  agreed  upon  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  the  dates.  Thev  mentioned  in  it,  tliat 
an  immediate  provifion  for  the  pay  of  the  army  was  in- 
difpenfably  neceiTary.  They  eftimated  the  fum  to  be 
forwarded  by  the  refpedive  fcates  from  Pennfylvania  to 
New  HampQiire  inclufive,  at  879,342  dollars.  It  Vv^as 
calculated  on  fix  moinchs  pay  in  fpecie  value  s  and  the 
advance  of  one  half  without  delay^  and  the  remiainder 
by  the  firil  of  the  follovving  April,  v/ere  ftrongly  urged. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Pennfvlvania  revolters  encouraged 
about  160  of  the  Jerfey  brigade  to  feek  redrefs  in  a 
fimilar  way  on  the  2Cth  of  the  fame  month.  Their 
number  was  not  alarming.  A  temporizing  conduct  was 
po  longer  needful,  Obedience  might  be  enforced  with 
Mtty,  The  American  general,  Robert  Howe,  was  fent 
off  with  a  large  detachment  fi'cm  the  main  army,  with 
orders  to  compel  the  mutineers  to  unconditional  fub- 
miiTion^  and  to  liilen  to  no  terms  while  they  v/ere  in  a 
•fiate  of  refifrance,  and  on  their  reduction  inilantly  to 
execute  a  few  of  the  moil  a6live  and  incendiary  leaders ; 
for  gen.  Wafhington  preferred  any  extremity  to  a  com- 
promife.  When  he  arrived,  inflant  fubiniiTion  was  re-^ 
quired ;  and  the  two  ringleaders  were  diredly  taken, 
tried,  and  executed.  The  Britiihi  wiflied  to  benefit  by 
this  revolt;  and  forwarded  propofals  by  one  WoodrofF^ 
but  lie  irifiantly  delivered  them  to  the  American  officers. 
Thus  v/ere  the  high  hopes  which  Clinton  had  entertained 
from  the  revolt  of  the  Pennfylvania  line,  completely 
bafiied  :  while  a  ftriking  inftance  prefented  itfelf  of  the 
prevailing  unfavorable  difpofition  of  the  fullering  troops, 
with  refpect  to  the  Britifh  government, 
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Previous  to  thefe  military  convulfions  congrefs  had  ^7^^» 
taken  a  ilcp,  from  which  they  promifed  themfelves  fu- 
ture rehef,  though  it  could  not  be  obtained  immediate- 
ly. They  had  on  the  23d  of  December,  commiilloned 
lieut.  col.  John  Laurens,  as  fpecial  minifter  at  the  court 
of  Verfailles,  to  procure  the  wanted  aids.  IV/o  days 
before,  they  diredled  the  prefident  to  write  to  the  mini- 
fters  plenipotentiary  at  Verfailles  and  Madrid,  defiring 
them  to  apply  to  the  courts  at  which  they  refpedliveiy 
refide,  to  ufe  means  for  obtaining  the  releafe  and  ex- 
change of  the  honorable  Henry  Laurens,  [the  heut.  co- 
lonel's father]  the  news  of  whofe  commitment  to  the 
Tower  had  reached  them.  Means  were  taken  to  im- 
prefs  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  with  a  fenfe  of  the  car- 
lamitous  fituation  in  v/hich  the  United  States  were,  that 
fo  his  information  might  add  weight  to  the  colonel's  ne- 
gotiation. Gen.  Greene  faid  to  him  in  a  letter  of  Jan, 
the  9rh — ^^  If  France  lends  not  a  fpeedy  aid  to  this  dif- 
trefied  people,  I  fear  the  country  will  be  for  ever  loft." 
The  comuTiander  in  chief  furniflied  the  colonel  with  the 
following  thoughts  on  the  15th  of  January.— "  To  me  jan» 
it  appears  evident: — i.  That  confidering  the  diftufed  ^^' 
population  of  thefe  ftates,  the  confequent  difficulty  of 
drawing  together  its  refources,  the  compofition  and  tem- 
per of  part  of  its  inhabitants,  the  want  of  a  fuxHcient 
itock  of  national  ftrength  as  a  foundation  for  revenue, 
and  the  almoft  total  extin6lion  of  commerce,  the  efforts 
we  have  been  compelled  to  make  for  carrying  on  the 
war,  have  exceeded  the  natural  abilities  of  this  country 
and  by  degrees  brought  it  to  a  crifis,  which  renders  im- 
mediate efiicacious  fuccours  from  abroad  indifpenfable  to 
its  lafety : — 2.  That,  notwithftanding  from  the  confu- 

C  4  fioxi 
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*7^^'fion  always  attending  a  revolution,  from  our  having  had 
governments  to  frame,  and  every  fpecies  of  civil  and 
military  inflitution  to  create,  from  that  inexperience  ne- 
cefTarilv  incident  to  a  nation  in  its  commencement,  fome 
errors  may  have  been  committed  in  the  adm.iniilration 
of  our  finances,  to  which  a  part  of  our  embarraffments 
are  to  be  attributed  ;  yet  they  are  principally  to  be  af- 
cribed  to  an  effential  defe(ft  of  means,  to  the  want  of  a 
fufficient  flock  of  wealth,  as  mentioned  in  the  firfl  ar- 
ticle, v/hich  continuing  to  operate,  Vv^ill  make  it  impof- 
fible,  by  any  merely  interior  exertions,  to  extricate  our- 
felves  f]  cm  thofe  em.barraffments,  reftore  public  credit, 
and  furnifh  the  fuiids  requifite  for  the  fupp6rt  of  the 
'  war : — 3.  That  experience  has  demonflrated  the  imprac- 
ticability long  to  maintain  a  paper  credit  without  funds 
for  its  redemption : — 4.  That  the  mode  which  for  want 
of  money  has  been  fubfiituted  for  fupplying  the  army, 
by  aiiefTing  a  proportion  of  the  produces  of  the  earth, 
has  hitherto  been  found  ineffeclual : — 5.  That  from  the 
beft  eftimates  of  the  annual  expence  of  the  war,  and 
the  annual  revenues  which  theie  flates  are  capable 
of  affording,  there  is  a  large  balance  to  be  fupplied  by 
credit.  The  refource  of  domeilic  loans  is  inconfider- 
able : — 6.  That  the  patience  of  the  army  is  now  nearly 
exhaufted,  which  demoPiftrates  the  abfolute  neceiTity  of 
a  fpeedy  relief,  a  relief  not  within  the  compals  of  our 
means  : — 7.  That  the  people  being  dilTatisfied  w^ith  the 
mode  of  fupporting  the  war,  evils  adually  felt  in  the 
profecution  of  it  may  v/eaken  the  fentim.ents  which  be- 
gan it : — 8.  That  from  all  the  foregoing  confiderations, 
refult,  firfl,  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  an  immediate  am- 
ple and  efficacious  fuccour  of  money,  large  enough  to 
'  '  '  "  be 
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be  a  foundation  for  fubftantial  arrangements  of  finance,  1781^ 
to  revive  public  credit,  and  give  vigor  to  future  opera- 
tions ;  fecondly,  the  vail  importance  of  a  decided  effort 
of  the  allied  arms  on  this  continent  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign, to  effedliuate  once  for  all  the  great  objects  of  the 
alliance,  the  liberty  and  independence  of  thefe  ftates  :-— 
9.  That  next  to  a  loan  of  m.oney  a  conftant  fuperiority 
on  thefe  coails  is  the  objed  moil  interePdng : — 10.  That 
an  additional  fuccour  of  troops  would  be  extremely  de- 
lirable: — 11.  That  no  nation  will  have  it  more  in  its 
power  to  repay  what  it  borrows  than  this  :  our  debts  are 
hitherto  fhaall. — The  people  are  difcontented,  but  it  is 
with  the  feeble  and  opprefTive  mode  of  conducing  the 
v;ar,  not  with  the  v/ar  itfelf.     A  large  majority  are  ftill 
firmly  attached  to  the  independence  of  thefe  flates."  To 
Dr.  Franklin  the  general  wrote  the  fame  day — "  To  me 
nothing  appears  more  evident,  than  that  the  period  of 
our  oppofition  will  very  fnortly  arrive,  if  our  allies  can- 
not afford  us  that  eliectual  aid,  particularly  in  money 
and  a  naval  fuperiority,  which  is  now  folicited."     To 
what  purpofes  fuch  fuperiority  was  to  be  applied,  a  let- 
ter of  the  loth  of  February  declared,  v/hich  faid — ^^  In 
the  conference  between  count  de  Rochambeau  and  my- 
felf  it  was   agreed,  that  if  by  the  aid  of  our  allies  we 
can  have  a  naval  fuperiority  through  the  next  campaign, 
and  an    army  of  thirty  thoufand  men    (or  double  the 
force  of  the  enemy  at  Nev/  York  and  its  dependencies) 
early  enough  in  the  feafon  to  operate  in  that  quarter,  to 
prefer  it  to  every  other  object ;  and  applications  have 
been  made  to  the  court  of  France  in  this  fpirit.     If 
we  fhouid  find  ourfelves  unable  to  undertake  this  more 
jeapkal  expedition  5  and  if  we  have  means  equal  to  it, 

we 
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jjSo.  we  fliall  attempt  a  fecondary  objed.  The  reduction  of 
Charleflown^  Savannah,  &c.  may  come  into  contem- 
plation." The  profpedt  of  giving  relief  to  the  fouthern 
llates;  by  an  operation  againft  New  York;,  was  the  prin- 
cipal inducement  for  propofing  it. 

The  fouthern  operations  have  been  peculiar.  Before 
they  are  related,  let  it  be  remarked,  that  when  gen. 
Gates  pailed  through  Richmond  on  his  way  home,  the 
Virginia  houfe  of  delegates  on  December  the  2,8th — 
*'  Refolved,  nemme  coniradicente^  That  a  committee  of 
four  be  appointed  to  wait  on  major  general  Gates,  and 
to  allure  him  of  the  high  regard  and  efteem  of  this 
houfe  : — That  the  remembrance  of  his  former  glorious 
fervices  cannot  be  obliterated  by  any  reverfe  of  fortune, 
but  that  this  houfe,  ever  mindful  of  his  great  merit, 
will  omiit  no  opportunity  of  teftifying  to  the  world  the 
gratitude  which,  as  a  m.em.ber  of  the  American  union, 
this  country  owes  to  him  in  his  military  character. ''  To 
this  refolve,  when  communicated  by  the  committee  of 
four,  the  general  anfwered  the  fame  day — "  Sirs,  I  Ihall 
ever  rem.ember  with  the  utmoll  gratitude,  the  high 
honor  this  day  done  me,  by  the  honorable  the  houfe  of 
delegates  of  Virginia.  When  I  engaged  in  the  noble 
caufe  of  freedom  and  the  United  States,  I  devoted  my- 
felf  entirely  to  the  fervice  of  obtaining  the  great  end  of 
their  union.  That  I  have  been  once  unfortunate  is  my 
great  mortification ;  but  let  the  event  of  my  future  fer- 
vices be  what  they  may,  they  will,  as  they  always  have 
been,  be  direded  by  the  mod  faithful  integrity,  and 
anim.atcd  by  the  trueft  zeal  for  the  honor  and  intereft 
of  the  United  Stateiy." 

When 
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When  gen.  Greene  entered  upon  his  command,  he  n^®* 
found  himfclf  under  the  greateft  embarrailments.  The 
numerous  whig  militia  that  had  been  kept  on  foot  in 
North  Carolina,  had  laid  wafle  almioft  all  the  country. 
The  troops  were  deftitute  of  every  thing  neceifary  ei- 
ther for  their  comfort  or  convenience.  The  men  were 
naked  -,  there  were  no  magazines  j  and  the  army  was 
fubuiied  by  daily  colledions.  Every  thing  depended 
upon  opinion ;  and  it  was  equally  dangerous  for  him  to 
go  forward  or  to  ftand  ftill ;  for  if  he  loft  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  he  loft  all  fupport ;  and  if  he  rufhed  on 
to  danger,  all  was  hazarded.  The  impatience  of  the 
people  to  drive  off  the  enemiy,  if  regarded,  would  pre- 
cipitate him  into  a  thoufand  misfortunes.  The  mode 
of  condudcing  the  war,  moft  to  the  liking  of  the  inha- 
bitants, was  the  leaft  likely  to  efFe6l  their  falvation  *. 
By  the  genuine  returns  on  the  8th  of  December,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  infantry  then  ferving  under  Greene  were, 
rank  and  file,  prefent  and  fit  for  duty  1482,  and  on 
command  547,  in  all  2029;  of  thefe  821  were  conti- 
nentals, and  1208  militia.  Add  to  thefe  90  cavalry, 
60  artillery,  and  128  continentals  on  extra  ferv ice,  and 
his  whole  operative  force  was  2307.  The  fewnefs  of 
his  troops,  the  nature  of  the  country,  filled  with  woods 
and  fwamps,  and  thinly  inhabited,  the  toryifm  of  num- 
bers, and  the  want  of  magazines,  led  the  general  to 
conclude  on  a  partizan  war.  He  confidered  the  maxims 
of  European  generals,  but  was  far  from  confining  him- 
felf  to  them  ;  for  he  obferved  that  however  they  mjght 
fuit  that  part  of  the  world,  they  were  not  adapted  to  the 
place  where  he  was  to  a6t,  only  in  certain  circumftances, 

*  Tlie  general's  own  letters* 
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^^So*  to  which  when  they  occurred,  he  meant  to  be  attentive. 
On  his  arrival  at  cannp,  he  learned  that  the  troops  had 
made  a  practice  of  going  home  without  permifTion,  ftay- 
ing  weeks  and  then  returning.  Determined  to  ftop  fuch 
a  dangerous  cuftom,  the  general  gave  out  that  he  v/ould 
make  an  example  of  the  firft  deferter  of  the  kind  he 
cauGfht ;  and  one  was  accordinp;iv  ihot  at  the  head  of  the 
army  drawn  up  to  be  fpedators  of  the  puniihment.  At 
night  he  fent  officers  round  the  camp  to  liften  to  the 
talk  of  the  foldiers,  and  was  happy  to  find  that  the  mea- 
fure  had  taken  its  defired  effe6t,  and  that  the  language 
of  the  men  was  only — "  We  miuft  not  do  as  we  have 
been  ufed  to :  it  is  new  lords  new  laws."  But  it  was  a 
mortification  to  him  to  learn  from  another  quarter,  that 
by  the  folly  or  treachery  of  thofe  who  had  the  charge  of 
the  prifoners  taken  at  King's  Mountain,  all  except  about 
130  had  been  enlarged  upon  different  conditions;  by 
which  he  lofc  upward  of  6co  men,  v/ho  would  have  been 
'  of  the  utmofl  importance  in  an  exchange  with  lord  Corn- 
wallis.  His  lordfhip  on  the  ifl  of  December  addreiTed 
to  him  the  following  note — ^'  I  think  it  proper  to  repre- 
fent  to  you,  that  the  officers  and  men  taken  at  King's 
Mountain,  were  treated  with  an  inhumanity  fcarcely  cre- 
dible. I  find  myfelf  under  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of 
making  fome  retaliation  for  thofe  unhappy  men,  who 
were  fo  cruelly  and  unjuftly  put  to   death  at  Gilbert- 

^^^*  tovv^n."  Gen.  Greene  anfwered  to  it  on  the  lyd] — "  I 
•  am  too  much  a  llranger  to  the  tranfa6lions  at  Gilbert- 
town  to  reply  fully  to  that  fubjecl.  They  m.ufl  have 
been  committed  before  my  arrival  in  the  department, 
and  by  perlbns  under  the  chara6ler  of  volunteers,  who 
were  independent  of  the  army.  However,  if  there  was 
%  '  any 
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any  thing  done  in  that  affair  contrary  to  the  principles  i?^^* 
of  humahity  and  the  law  of  nations^  and  for  v/hich  they 
had  not  the  condu61;  of  your  army  as  a  precedent,  I  fhall 
be  ever  ready  to  teftify  my  difapprobation  of  it. — The 
firft  example  was  furniflied  on  your  part,  as  appears  by  the 
lift  of  unhappy  fufferers  enclofed ;  and  it  might  have  been 
expe6led,  that  the  friends  of  the  unfortunate  fliould  fol- 
low it. — Punifhing  capitally  for  a  breach  of  military  pa- 
role is  a  feverity,  that  the  principles  of  modern  war  will 
not  authorize,  unlefs  the  inhabitants  are  to  be  treated  as 
a  conquered  people,  and  fubject  to  all  the  rigor  of  mi- 
litary governmiCnt. — The  feelings  of  mankind  will  for 
ever  decide,  when  the  rights  of  humanity  are  invaded. 
I  leave  them  to  judge  of  the  tendency  of  your  lordihip's 
order  to  lieut.  col.  Balfour  after  the  aclion  near  Camden, 
of  lord  Rawdon's  proclamation,  and  of  Tarleton's  lay- 
ing wafte  the  country  and  diftrefling  the  inhabitants, 
who  were  taught  to  expe6l  protedion  and  fecurity,  if 
they  obferved  but  a  neutrality. — Sending  the  inhabitants 
of  Charleflown  to  St.  Auguftine,  contrary  to  the  articles 
of  capitulation,  is  a  violation  which  I  have  alfo  to  re-. 
prefent,  and  which  I  hope  your  lordfhip  will  think  your- 
felf  bound  to  redrefs.*'  The  lift  referred  to  was  this — 
«^  William  "Stroud  and  Mr.  Dowel,  executed  near  Rocky 
Mount,  without  a  trial,  by  order  of  lieut,  col.  Turnbul!. 
Richard  Tucker,  Samuel  Andrews,  and  John  Miles, 
hanged  in  Camden  by  order  of  lord  Cornwallis.  Mr. 
Johnfon  hanged  fince  the  a6lion  of  Black  Stocks,  by 
lieut.  col.  Tarleton.  About  thirty  perfons  hanged  at 
Augufta  by  col.  Brown.  Adam  Cufack  hanged  at  Pee^ 
dee  by  one  col.  Mills/* 

General 
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1780.  General  Greene  perceiving  that  he  could  not  bring 
provifions  to  his  army  from  any  diftance,  relblved  to 
march  his  army  to  the  provifions.  The  country  about 
Charlotte,  and  from  thence  to  Camden,  was  exhaufted, 
having  been  long  the  fcene  of  military  operations.  The 
river  Peedee  afforded  the  nearell  fupply ;  and  what  was 
a  confiderable  inducement  to  repair  thither,  the  cane- 
brakes  in  that  part  of  the  country  afforded  good  paf- 
turage  for  the  horfes.  The  only  difficulty  was,  that  the 
fituation  propofed  to  be  taken  was  more  diftant  from 
the  cnem.y  than  Charlotte  ;  and  the  general  hefitated 
about  making  his  firft  motion  retrograde.  The  confi- 
dence of  the  enemy,  the  difBdence  of  his  troops,  and 
the  defpair  of  the  people,  might  all  be  excited  by  fuch  a 
mancsuvre.  Such  was  his  dilemm.a,  that  he  mufl  either 
relinquifb  a  confiderable  part  of  the  country,  or  divide 
his  fmall  force  fo  as  to  render  each  part  too  inconfiderable 
for  the  defence  of  it.  He  faw  the  danger  of  feparating 
his  force,  but  v/as  obliged  to  fubmit  to  necefTity.  Bri- 
gadier general  Morgan,  who  was  invefted  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  light  troops  by  gen.  Gates,  was  continued 
in  that  command  by  Greene ;  and  the  corps  v/as  com- 
pleted by  frefli  draughts  from  the  line  to  300  infantry 
under  lieut.  col.  Howard,  170  Virginia  riflemen  under 
major  Triplett,  and  about  70  light  dragoons  under  iieut. 
col.  Wafliington.  The  light  troops  were  detached  to 
the  wefiward  of  the  Wateree  into  South  Carolina,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy  at  Wynfborough  and 
Camden,  and  to  fliift  for  themfelves.  They  took  their 
pofition  in  the  weilern  extremity  of  the  fbate  on  the  25th 
of  December. 

The 
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The  command  of  the  North  Carolina  militia  devolved  i-So. 
on  brigadier  Davidfon,  brigadier  Smallwood  having  oh- 
tained  leave  to  go  home.  Gen  Marion  was  engaged  in 
ftimulating  his  countrymen  in  the  lower  parts  of  South 
Carolina  j  in  keeping  the  tories  in  awe  ;  in  watching  the 
enemy  at  their  pofts  of  Charleftown,  George-town,  and 
neighbouring  places ;  and  in  gaining  intelligence. 

General  Greene  with  the  remainder  of  his  army,  con-r 
filling  of  the  continental  brigade  under  col.  O.  Wil- 
liams, and  the  Virginia  militia  brigade  under  gen.  Ste- 
vens, with  the  artillery  and  a  very  few  horfe,  marched 
from  Charlotte  on  the  20th,  and  arrived  at  Hicks's 
Creek  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Peedee  on  the  26th,  where  ^^^J 
he  remained  for  fome  time.  Here  the  fpirit  of  plun- 
dering which  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants  added 
much  to  his  difficulties.  The  whole  country  was  in 
danger  of  being  laid  wafte  by  the  whigs  and  tories,  who 
purfued,  deilroyed  and  killed  each  other,  wherever  they 
met,  with  as  much  relentlefs  fury  as  beafts  of  prey.  He 
regretted,  that  moil  people  appeared  to  be  in  purfuic 
of  revenge,  private  gain,  or  perfonal  glory  *. 

Morgan  on  the  27th  detached  Wafhington  with  his 
dragoons,  and  about  200  militia,  who  marched  40  miles 
on  the  28  th,  and  the  next  day  furprifed  a  body  of  tories 
in  Ninety  Six,  about  150  of  whom  were  killed  and 
Wounded,  and  40  made  prifoners,  and  a  number  of  horfes 
taken,  without  any  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  Americans. 
Major  M^Dowal,  with  190  North  Carolina  mihtia,  and 
col.  Pickens  with  about  70  South,  joined  the  light  troops. 
Pickens  had  lately  efcaped  from  captivity  in  Ninety  Six, 
where  his  great  worth  and  popularity  influenced  many 

*  General  Greene's  letters, 
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1781' to  adhere  to  the  American  caufe.  On  the  8th  of  Ja- 
nuary Greene  fent  word  to  Morgan,  that  the  enemy  had 
a  movement  in  contemplation ;  and  eleven  days  after, 
forwarded  fome  advice  which  will  foon  be  mentioned. 

Jan.  Greene  had  in  camp  at  Hicks's  Creek,  prefent  and 
fit  for  duty,  650  continentals,  a  detachment  of  303  Vir- 
ginia troops,  and  157  Maryland  ilate  troops,  in  ail  1 110. 
The  next  day  col.  Lee's  partizan  legion  arrived  from 
the  northward.  The  corps  confifted  of  about  one  hun- 
dred hox^femen  well  mounted,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  infantry.  On  the  13th  the  legion  was  detached 
on  a  fecret  expedition.  To  take  off  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  and  favor  the  enterprife,  major  Anderlbn  v;as 
fent  with  a  fmiall  command  down  the  Peedee.  Lee 
pufhed  on  for  George-town,  which  he  furprifed  the  24th 
at  night.  Lieut,  col.  Campbell  was  taken  in  his  quai*- 
ters  and  paroled ;  feveral  other  officers  alfo  were  made 
prifoners  and  paroled.  Major  Irwin  and  a  number  m.ore 
of  the  garrilbn  were  killed ;  but  the  principal  part  fled 
to  the  fort,  which  Lee  was  not  in  a  condition  to  befiege. 
While  this  enterprife  was  carrying  on,  the  enemy  aimed 
a  blow  at  Morgan.  Greene  before  he  heard  of  Mor- 
gan's fuccefs,  wrote  to  him  on  the  1 9th  of  January — 
"  The  Peedee  rofe  25  feet  the  lad  v/eek  in  30  hours. 
Put  nothing  to  the  hazard.  A  retreat  m^ay  be  difagree- 
able,  but  is  not  difgraceful.  Regard  not  the  opinion 
of  the  day.     It  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  rifk  too  much." 

General  Leilie  in  compliance  with  his  orders,  left 
Virginia,  and  arrived  at  Charieflown  with  his  troops  on 
the  1 3th  of  December :  on  the  19th  he  began  his  march 
up  the  country  with  about  1530  men,  to  join  lord 
Cornvvallis,  vvhich  v/as  effcdled  v/ithoui;  difficulty.  On 
.-.*  thg 
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the  nth  of  January  his  lordfhip  advanced  toward  North   ^7^^ 
Carolina.     He  wiflied  to  drive  gen.  Morgan  from  his 
flation,  and  to  deter  the  inhabitants  from  joining  him. 
The  execution  of  this   bufinefs  was  intrufled  to  lieut. 
col.  Tarleton ;  who  was  detached  with  the  light  and  le- 
gion infantiy,  the  fufileers,  the  firft  battalion  of  the  71ft 
regiment,  about  350  cavalry,  two  field  pieces,  and  an 
adequate  proportion  of  men  from  the  royal  artillery,  up- 
ward of  a   1 100  in  the  whole.     This  detachmient,  after 
a  progrefs  of  fome  days,  by  fatiguing  marches,  at  about 
tQn  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the   i6th  of  January, 
reached  the  ground  which  Morgan  had  quitted  but  a 
few  hours  before.     The  purfuit  recommenced  by  two 
o'clock  the  next  m.orning,  and  was  rapidly  continued  ^f* 
through  marihes  and  broken  grounds  till  day  light,  when 
the  Americans  were  difcovered  in  front.     Two  of  their 
videttes  v/ere  taken  foon  after,  who  gave  information 
that  Morgan  had  halted  and  prepared  for  action,  at  a 
place  called  the  Cowpens,  near  Pacolet  river.     The  Bri- 
tilh,  be  fide  their  field  pieces,  had  the  fuperiority  in  in- 
fantry, in  the  proportion  of  five  to  four,  and  in  cavalry 
of  more  than  three  to  one.     Befide,  nearly  two  thirds 
of  the  troops  under  Morgan  were  militia.     Morgan  had 
obtained  early  intelligence  of  Tarleton's  force  and  ad- 
vances ;  and  had  drawn  up  his  men  in  two  lines.     The 
whole  of  the  North  and  South  Carolina  militia  prefent 
was  put  under  the  command  of  col.  Pickens,  and  form- 
ed the  firil  line ;  which  was  advanced  a  few  hundred 
yards  before  the  fecond,    with  orders  to  form  on  the 
right  of  the  fecond  when  forced  to  retire.     The  fecond 
line  confided  of  the  light  inflmtry  under  lieut.  col.  How- 
ard, and  the  Virginia  riflemen.    Lieut,  col.  Walhington, 
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17S1.  with  his  cavalry,  and  about  forty-five  militiamen,  mount- 
ed and  equipped  with  fwords,  under  lieut.  col.  M'Call, 
were  drawn  up  at  Ibme  diftance  in  the  rear  of  the  whole.^ 
The  open  wood  in  which  they  were  formed,  was  nei- 
ther fecured  in  front,  flank  or  rear.  Without  the  delay 
of  a  fingle  moment,  and  in  defpite  of  extreme  fatigue, 
the  light  legion  infantry  and  fufileers  were  ordered  to 
form  in  line.  Before  the  order  was  executed,  and  while 
major  Newmarfh,  who  commanded  the  latter  corps,  was 
polling  his  officers,  the  line  though  far  from  complete, 
was  led  to  the  attack  by  Tarleton  himfelf.  The  Bri- 
tilh  advanced  with  a  fiiout,  and  poured  in  an  incefifant 
fire  of  muflcetrv*  Col.  Pickens  directed  the  militia  not 
to  fire  till  the  Britifli  were  within  forty  or  fifty  yards. 
This  order,  though  executed  with  great  firmnefs  and 
fuccefs,  was  not  fufficient  to  repel  the  enemy.  The 
American  militia  gave  way  on  all  quarters.  The  Brl- 
tifii  advanced  rapidly,  and  engaged  the  fecond  line.  The 
continentals,  after  an  obftinate  confiift,  were  compelled 
to  retreat  to  the  cavalry.  Col.  Ogilvie,  with  his  troop 
of  forty  men,  had  been  ordered  to  charge  the  right  flank 
of  the  Americans,  and  w^as  engaged  in  cutting  down  the 
militia ;  but  being  expofed  to  a  heavy  fire,  and  charged 
at  the  lame  time  by  Wafliington's  dragoons,  was  forced 
to  retreat  in  confufion.  A  great  number  of  the  Britifh 
infantry  officers  had  already  fallen,  and  nearly  a  proporti- 
onable one  of  privates.  The  remainder  being  too  few 
and  too  much  fatigued,  could  not  improve  the  advan- 
tage gained  over  the  continentals ;  and  Tarleton's  legion 
cavalry  Handing  aloof  inllead  of  advancing,  lieut.  col. 
Howard  feized  the  favorable  opportunity,  rallied  the 
continentals,  and  charged  vvith  fixed  bayonets,  nearly  at 
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the  fame  moment  when  Wafliington  made  his  fuccefs-  '7^^* 
ful  attack.  The  example  was  inftantly  followed  by  the 
militia.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  aftonifliment  of  the 
Britifli;,  occafioned  by  thefe  unexpe6ted  charges.  Their 
advance  fell  back^  and  communicated  a  panic  to  others^ 
which  foon  became  general.  Two  hundred  and  fifty 
horfe  which  had  not  been  engaged,  fled  through  the 
woods  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  bearing  down  fuch 
oflicers  as  oppofed  their  flight;  and  the  cannon  were 
foon  feized  by  the  Americans,  the  detachment  from  the 
train  being  either  killed  or  wounded  in  their  defence. 
The  greatefl:  confufion  now  followed  among  the  infan- 
try. In  the  moment  of  it  lieut.  coL  Howard  called  to 
them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  promifed  them  good 
quarters.  Some  hundreds  accepted  the  offer,  and  fur- 
rendered.  The  firft  battalion  of  the  71ft  regiment,  and 
two  Britifh  light  infantry  companies  laid  down  theil-  arms 
to  the  American  militia.  The  only  body  of  infantry 
that  efcaped,  was  a  detachment  left  at  fome  diftance  to 
guard  the  baggage*  Early  intelligence  of  their  defeat 
was  conveyed  to  the  officer  commanding  that  corps  by 
fome  royalifls.  What  part  of  the  baggage  could  not  be 
carried  off  he  immediately  deftroyed ;  and  with  his  men 
mounted  on  the  waggon  and  fpare  horfes,  he  retreated 
to  lord  Cornwaliis.  The  Britifh  had  10  commiffioned 
officers,  and  upward  of  100  rank  and  file  killed.  Two 
hundred  wounded,  29  commiffioaed  officers,  and  above 
500  privates  prifoners,  fell  Into  the  hands  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, befide  two  pieces  of  artillery  (firil  taken  from  the 
Britifh  at  Saratoga,  then  retaken  by  them  at  Camden, 
and  now  recovered  by  the  Americans)  two  ilandards,  800 
mufkets,  35  baggage  waggons,  and  upward  of  loodra- 
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J 78 1. goon  horfes.  \Vafliington  purfued  Tarieton*s  cavalr]^ 
for  leveral  miles ;  but  the  far  greater  part  of  them  ef- 
caped.  They  joined  their  army  in  two  feparate  divi- 
fions.  One  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Britilli 
encampment  upon  the  evening  oc  the  famie  day ;  the 
other  under  Tarkton  appeared  the  next  morning.  Al- 
though Tarleton's  corps  had  waged  a  moll  cruel  war- 
fare, and  their  progrefs  had  been  marked  with  burn- 
ings and  devaftations,  not  a  man  of  them  v/as  killed;, 
wounded:,  or  even  infulted  afcer  he  had  furrendered. 
The  Americans  had  only  twelve  men  killed  and  fixty 
wounded. 

General  Morgan,  together  with  his  officers  and  troops, 
have  juftly  obtamcd  the  univerfal  applaufe  of  their  coun- 
trymien.  The  glory  and  importance  of  the  adlion  have 
refounded  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other* 
The  defponding  friends  of  America  in  the  fouthern  dates 
were  re-animated  ;  and  enjoyed  a  feeming  refurre6lion 
ii-om  the  dead.  When  it  was  known  by  congrefs  that 
the  fouthern  army  had  fifely  crofied  the  Dan  into  Vir- 
ginia, they  returned  on  the  9th  of  March  the  thanks  of 
the  United  States  to  gen.  Morgan,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  comm.and.  They  refolved  alfo  to  hoiior 
the  general  with  a  gold  medal,  col.  Wafliington  with  a 
filver  one,  col.  Howard  with  another,  and  col.  Pickens 
v/ith  a  fword. 

Several  of  the  Britiih  officers  cenfure  Tarleton  for 
not  halting  his  troops  beforvC  he  engaged  ^  that  fo  they 
might  have  been  refrefiied,  and  time  have  been  given 
for  the  detachment  v/ith  the  baggage,  together  with  bat- 
men and  officers  fervants  to  come  up  and  join  in  the 
adion,     They  charge  him  witth  un-offixer-like  impetu- 
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olity  in  directing  the  line  to  advance  before  it  was  pro-  ^1^^» 
perly  formed,  and  before  the  referve  had  taken  its 
ground.  They  pronounce  him  guilty  of  an  error  in 
omitting  to  give  difcretionary  powers  to  the  commander 
of  the  referve  to  advance,  when  tlie  front  line  was  in 
purfuit  of  the  militia ;  but  chiefly  in  not  bringing  up  a 
column  of  cavalry  to  fupport  and  imiprove  the  advan- 
tages he  had  gained  when  the  American  infantry  v/ere 
compelled  to  retreat.  Tarleton's  impetuous  attacks  had 
anfwered  in  former  inftances :  but  in  the  prefent  adion, 
he  did  not  furprife  his  enemy ;  and  engaged  an  officer, 
Morgan,  who  had  faced  the  troops  under  Burgoyne,  and 
ferved  under  Walliington  and  Gates. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  expe'flation  of  regaining 
the  prifoners,  and  of  demolifliing  Morgan's  corps,  in- 
flantly  concluded  on  a  purfuit.  Morgan,  aware  of  the 
confequences  of  delay,  lent  on  the  rPxilitia  with  the  pri- 
foners, and  to  cover  their  retreat  manoeuvred  in  their 
rear  with  his  cavalry  and  regular  infantry,     Cornwallis, 

that  he  midit  march  with  more  eafe  and  rapidity,  on  ^ 

Tin 
the  25th  of  January,  began  to  dedroy  all  his  fuperfiuous   2/, 

baggage ;  and  even  all  the  waggons,  except  thofe  with 

hofpital  ftores,  fait   and  ammunition,    and  four  others 

which  were  referved  empty  for  the  fick  and  wounded. 

The  fame  day,  Greene  ordered  Stevens  to  march  with  his 

brigade  of  Virginia  mihda(v/hofe  time  Vv^as  nearly  expired) 

by  way  ofCharlotte,  and  take  the  prifoners  on  under  his  care 

to  Charlotte  Ville  in  Virginia,  to  v;hich  place  Morgan  had 

inftrudions  to  fend  them.     Greene  concluded  that  beinp- 

prefent  with  Morgan,  he  could  fo  order  the  movements 

of  both  divifions  for  form/mg  a  junction,  as  would  excel 

a^y  directions  which   could  otherwife  be  given.     He 

D  3  therefor^^ 


3^  THE      HISTORV      OF      THE 

,^S I.  therefore  lefc  the  camp  at  Hicks's  Creek,    under  the 
command  of  gen.  Huger  and  col.  Otho  Williams,  and 
fet  forward  on  the  28th,  attended  by  one  aid  de  camp, 
aad  two  or  three  militia  men,   armed  and  mounted. 
The  firfl  intelligence  he  gained  on  his  route  was,  that 
Cornwallis  was  marching  after  Moi'gan  with  great  expe-. 
dition.     His  lordfhip  gained  upon  the  latter,  after  the 
dcftru6lion  of  his  baggage,     Greene  immediately  fent 
off  an  exprefs  to  Huger  and  WiHiams,  with  dire6lions 
for  them  to  march  with  2}\  pofTible  difpatch  to  fprm  a 
jundion  with  the  light  troops  at  Charlotte  or  Salifbury, 
as  circumilances  would  admit.     They  marched  the  next 
Tan.    day.  Greene  proceeded ;  and  on  the  31ft,  after  a  journey 
3^'     cf  150  miiies,  joined  the  light  troops  encamped  at  Sher- 
rard's  Ford,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Catawba.  They  had 
reached  the  Catav/ba  on  the  28th  5  and  by  the  evening 
cf  the  next  day  they  and  their  priibners  had  pafTed  it 
without  any  difficulty.     About  two  hours  after  Morgaa 
had  crofied,  the  Britifh  advance  arriyed.     It  rained  hard 
that  night,  and  the  river  rofe  fo  high  as  to  prevent  lord 
Cornwallis's  getting  over.     The  rife  was  owing  chiefly 
to  the  rains  which  had  fallen  before  ifi  the  mountains. 
Had  the  rife  taken  place  a  few  hours  earlier,  Morgan^^ 
with  his  whole  detachment  and  fiye  hundred  prifonerSj, 
would   fcarcely  have  had  a  chance  of  efcaping.     His 
lordfliip  could  not  crofs  for  tv.'o  days;  which  gave  an 
opportunity  of  fending  the  prifoners  forward  with  fafety, 
f  he  arrival  of  gen.  Greene  was  no  lefs  providential  than 
the  rife  of  the  river.     Qen.  Morgan  was  for  retreating 
over   the     mountains,,     a    different    route    from    what 
Greene  propofed.     He  was  fo  attached  to  his  own  opi- 
ifion.  that  he  declared  l^e  wpuld  not  be  anfwerable  for 
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confequences  if  it  was  not  followed,     Greene  replied —  1781, 
"  Neither  will  you  ;  for  I  fhall  take  the   nieafure  upon 
myfclf  i"  and  gave  direftions  accordingly.     The  event 
has  fhowu:,  that  the  other  route  muft  have  proved  fatal; 
and  that  the  junction  of  the  light  troops  with  the  main 
army  under  Pluger  and  Williams  could  not  have  been 
effe6led  by  it.  As  foon  as  the  paiTage  of  the  Catawba  was 
practicable,  Cornwallis  made  preparations  for  crolllng. 
The  m.ore  effedually  to  deceive  the  Americans  he  m^ade 
a  feint  of  paffing  at  different  fords  :  but  the  real  attempt  peb. 
was  made  early  in  the  morning  of  the  id  of  February,     *» 
at  a  ford  near  M^Cowan's.     Gen.  Davidfon,  with  about 
300  militia,  arrived   at   this  poll  the  evening  before. 
Greene,  apprehenfive  of  Cornwallis's  real  intention,  ad- 
vifed  Davidfon  to  encamp  his  troops  clofe  in  with  the 
fide  of  the  river,  that  he  might  be  ready  to  give  the 
enemy  a  vigorous  oppofition.    The  advice  was  negie6led. 
Davidfon  ftationed  only  a  fmall  number  on  the  bank, 
while  the  main  body  was  at  a  diftance.     The  party  on 
the  bank  made  what  oppofition  they  could  to  the  Britifli; 
who  marched  through  the  river  upward  of  five  hundred 
yards  wide,  and  about  three  feet  deep,  without  return- 
ing their  fire,  till  after  landing.     The  firing  brought 
Davidfon  toward  the  fpot.     But  the  Britifli  were  formed; 
^nd  he  Vv^as  foon  fliot  dead  in  attempting  to  make  a  more 
effectual  oppofition  to  them.     The  militia  throughout 
the  neighbouring  fettlements  were  now  totally  difpirited. 
Few  of  them  could  be  perfuaded  to  take  or  keep  the 
field.     A  fmall  party  collected  about  ten  miles  from  tlte 
ford ;  but  was  foon  difperfed  by  Tarleton.     AH  the  fords 
were  abandoned ;  and  die  whole  royal  army  crofTed  avor 
without  any  further  oppofition. 
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xjSi,     A  military  race  now  commenced  between  the  piirfuing 
Britlfh  under  lord  Cornwallis  and  the  fleeing  Americans 
under  gen.  Greene.     The  latter  retreated  as  expediti- 
oufly  as  poffible,  and  crofTed  the  Yadkin  partly  in  flats 
and  partly  by  fording,  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  the  month, 
and  fecured    the    boats   on   the    north   fide.     Though 
Cornwallis  was  fo  cloft^  in  the  rear,  as  that  a  fmart  fldrmifh 
happened  between  a  party  of  riflemen  and  his  advance, 
yet  a  v/ant  of  boats,  and  the  rapid  rifing  of  the  river 
from   preceding  rains,    made   his   crofTing   impofllble. 
This  fecond  hair-breadth  efcape  was  confidered  as  a  frefh 
evidence   of  their   being  favored   by  Heaven.     They 
viewed  it  with  pious  gratitude ;  and  frequently  remark- 
ed, that  if  the  rifing  of  the  river  had  been  a  few  hours 
fooner,  Morgan's  whole  detachment  would  have   been 
in  the  power  of  a  greatly  fuperior  army  ;  if  a  few  hours 
later,  that  Cornwallis  would  have  effedled  his  pafl^age, 
fo  as  to  have  enabled  him  to  get  between  the  two  divi- 
fions  of  the  American  army,  which  might  have  proved 
the  defl:ru6lion  of  both.     That  the  Americans  fhould 
effe6l  their  pafTage  in  two  fucceflTive  inftances,  while  the 
Britiih  (whofe  advance  was  often  in  fight  of  the  Ame- 
rican rear)  were  providentially  refl:rained,   afFe6led  the 
devout  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  fettlements  with 
lively  thanks  to  the  Mod  High,  and  added  freih  vigor 
to  their  exertions  in  behalf  of  their  country. 
Feb.       On  the  5th  Greene  wrote  to  Huger — ^^  I  intend,  if 
S*      we  can  find  a  good  pofition,  to  prepare  to  receive  the 
enemy's  attack.     It  is  not  im.probable,  from  lord  Corn- 
wallis's  puflung  difpofition,  and  the  contempt  he  has  for 
our  army,  we  m.ay  precipitate  him   into  fome  capital 
misfortune.     If  Cornwallis  knows  his  true  interefl:  he  will 
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purfue  our  army.  If  he  can  difperfe  that,  he  completes  17^1* 
the  reduction  of  the  flate  5  and  without  it  he  will  do 
nothing  to  effect."  His  iordfnip  being  obliged  to  march 
his  troops  about  25  miles  to  the  upper  fordsj  which  are 
generally  palpable,  gave  time  for  the  jun6lion  of  the  two 
divifions  of  the  American  army  on  the  7th,  near  Guil-  y* 
ford  court  houfc;  circumftances  not  having  admitted 
of  its  being  done  either  at  Charlotte  or  Salifbury. 

Lord  Cornwallis's  firft  obie6t,  that  of  retortin.9"  the 
fatal  blow  given  by  Morgan  at  the  Cowpens  and  of  reco- 
vering the  captives,  being  fruftrated ;  and  the  Britifh 
army  being  without  tents,  and  like  the  Americans,  de- 
pendent for  fubfiftence  on  what  could  be  haftily  picked 
up  by  detachments  on  a  rapid  march  ;  it  was  doubted 
whether  his  lordfhip  would  profecute  his  enterprife  fur- 
ther :  fo  that  gen.  Greene  fpent  the  8th  of  February  in 
refreihino:  all  his  regular  forces  at  Guilford  court  houfe, 
which  was  much  wanted.  The  light  troops  had  not 
time,  after  the  batde,  to  take  care  of  the  wounded  or 
even  breathe  (furgeons  were  left  on  the  held)  and  their 
retreat  of  150  miles  v/as  effected  under  difficulties  that 
harafied  them  exceedingly.  The  retreat  of  the  battalions 
from  the  Peedee  under  Huger,  was  conducted  for  ico 
miles  under  circumftances  requiring  the  utm.oft  patience. 
The  worft  waggons,  with  the  pooreft  teams,  and  mofl 
ufelefs  part  of  the  baggage,  were  early  fent  off  by  col. 
O.  Williams  to  Hillfborough  ;  but  the  beft,  and  even 
the  artillery,  was  an  encumbrance  in  their  fituation. 
They  were  fome  times  without  meat,  often  without  flour, 
and  alway  without  fpirituous  liquors.  Notwithilanding 
the  wintry  feafon,  and  their  having  little  clothing,  they 
were  daily  reduced   to   the  neceillty   of  fording  deep 

creeks. 
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Ji;^'' creeks,  and  of  remaining  wet  without  any  change  of 
raiment^  till  the  heat  of  their  bodies  and  occafional  fires 
in  the  woods,  dried  their  tattered  rags.  Their  route  lay 
through  a  barren  country,  which  fcarcely  afforded  necef- 
faries  for  a  few  ftraggling  inhabitants.  They  were  re- 
tarded by  heavy  rains,  broken  bridges,  bad  roads  and 
poor  horfes.  Many  of  them  marched  without  fhoes 
over  the  frozen  ground,  and  through  flinty  roads,  which 
fo  gaihed  their  feet,  that  the  blood  marked  every  flep 
of  their  progrefs.  All  thefe  hardfbips  were  endured 
without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  fentinel  by  defertion.  Lee's 
partizan  legion  had  undergone  extreme  fervice,  through 
their  additional  expedition  to  George  Town,  75  miles 
diftant  from  the  point  where  the  retreat  of  the  battalions 
comrnenced. 

Though  the  toils  and  fufferings  of  the  Americans  ex- 
ceeded, thofe  of  tlie  royal  army  were  far  from  trifling. 
The  Britifli  had  in  common  with  the  others  bad  roads, 
heavy  rains,  a  want  of  cover,  deep  creeks  and  rivers 
through  which  to  pais  in  the  depth  of  winter :  but  then 
they  were  well  fupplied  in  the  articles  of  flioes  and 
clothes.  The  difficulties  and  evils  ariflncr  from  lord 
Cornwallis's  deftroying  the  fuperfluous  baggage  and 
waggons  were  not  fmall :  but  they  were  fubmitted  to 
with  the  niofl.  general  and  cheerful  acquiefcence,  from 
his  lordfliip's  fetting  the  example. 

Feb.       On  the  9th  of  February  gen.  Greene  WTOte  to  gen. 

^*  Sumpter — "-^  I  fliail  avoid  a  general  adion  if  poiBble; 
but  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  be  in  my  power.  Our  force 
is  fo  fmall  and  in  fuch  diflirefs,  that  I  have  little  to 
hope,  and  every  thing  to  fear.'*  The  troops  prefent 
j^ad  fit  for  adion  were  1426^  befide  riflemen  and  others.^ 
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mounting  to  397,  and  176  cavalry,  in  all  1999.     Butn^J* 
they  were  greatly  fatigued,  and  in  general  much  difpi- 
rited.     The  forces  under  Cornwallis  (as  Greene  then 
thought  and  faid  in  his  letter  to  gen.  Wafhington)  con-. 
filled  of  between  2500  and  3000,  including  near  300 
dragoons  and  their  mounted  infantry.     Theie  were  well 
clothed,  amply  equipped,  and    confident  of  every  ad- 
vantage.    In  the  morning  a  council  of  war  was  called ; 
of  which  Greene  fent  the  following  account  to  governor 
Nafh  of  North  Carolina—-"  It  v/as  the  unanimous  opi- 
nion of  a  council  of  war  this  day,  that  ic  would  be  in- 
evitable ruin  to  the  army,  and   no  lefs  ruinous  to  the 
American  caufe,  to  hazard  a  general  aftion  :  the  council 
therefore  advifed  to  our  croffing  the  Dan  immediately.** 
The  proper  meafures  were  inftantly  taken.     A  light  army 
was  formed  out  of  col.  Lee^s  legion,  the  regular  battalion 
of  infantry  under  col.  Howard,  the  cavalry  under  col, 
Wafhington,  and  afmall  corps  of  Virginia  riflemen  under 
major  Campbell,    amounting  to  about  700  men,  the 
flower  of  the  fouthern  American  army.     Gen.  Morgan 
being  rendered  totally  unfit  for  comm.and,  or  even  to 
march  with  his  corps,  by  the  great  fatigue  he  had  fuf- 
fered,  and  the  torm^ent  he  was  in  with  the  rheumatifm, 
Greene  was  embarrafled  in  the  appointment  of  an  officer 
to   fucceed  him.     He  finally  refolved   to  confer   that 
honor   upon    the   deputy  adjutant  general,    col.  Otho 
Holland  Williams,  who  entered  upon  his  commiand  on 
the  loth;  when  Greene  marched  with  the  main  army 
from  Guilford  court  houfe  toward  the  Dan,  which  forms 
^he  boundary  between  North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

Lord  Cornwallis  well  knowing  the  inferiority  of  the 
Annerican  army,  conceived  hopes  of  getdng  between 
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jySi*  Greene  and  Virginia,  and  of  reducing  him  to  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  either  fighting  or  abandoning  his  commimica- 
tion  with  that  ftate,  and  hkewife  of  running  the  rifle  of 
being  hemmed  in  between  the  great  rivers  in  the  well, 
the  Tea  on  the  eaft,  lord  Rawdon  in  the  fouth,  and  the 
main  royal  army  in  the  north.     To  this  end  Cornwallis 
kept  the  upper  country,  (where  only  the  rivers  are  ford- 
able)  as  he  fuppofed  that  the  Americans  could  not  make 
good  their  paflage  in  the  deep  water  from  the  want  of  a 
fufiicient  number  of  fiats.     In  cafe  they  attem.pted  itj 
he  expeded  to  overtake  and  force  them  to  an  a6lion 
before  they  could  crofs.     But  the  advantages  refulting 
from  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  from  the- face  of  the 
country,  interfecled  with  rivers  and  creeks,  were  fo  im- 
proved by  Greene  as  completely  to  baffle  his  lordfliip. 
The  better  to  avoid  a  rapid  purfuit,  the  main  and  light 
army  took  different  routes.     The   next  day  the  latter 
had  a  rencounter  with  the  van  of  the  Britifli  army,  in 
which  an  officer  and  half  a  dozen  privates  of  Tarleton's 
legion  were  made  prifoners,  and  feveral  killed.     Fre- 
quent fkirmiflies,  and  the  mianoeuvres  pradifed  to  mif- 
lead  Cornwallis,  had  the  defired  effed,  and  gave  Greene 
time  to  fend  forward  his  baggage.     On  the  morning  of 
the  ijth,  Greene  wrote  to  Williams—*^  It  is  very  evi- 
dent die  eneiny  intend  to  pufli  us  in  crofling  the  river. 
The  night  before  lad,  as  foon  as  I  got  your  letter,  I 
fent  off  the  baggage  and  ftores,  v/ith  orders  to  crofs  as 
fafi:  as  they  got  to  the  river.     The  North  Carolina  mi- 
litia have  all  deferted  us,  except  about  80  men.     Majors 
and  captains  are  among  the  deferters.     You  have  the 
flower  of  the  army,  don't  expofe  the  men  too  mucli, 
leil  our  fituatlon  fliould  erow  more  critical,     Findino: 

5  gen. 


AMERICAN       Pv  E  V  O  L  U  T  I  O  If.  4^ 

^-en.  Lillington  had  delayed  fo  much  time,  as  to  render  ^721. 
our  jundion  critical,  I  gave  him  orders  to  file  off  to 
Crols  Creek.     I  thought  his  going  there  at  this  mo- 
ment, might  keep  down  the  torles  j  and  his  reinforce- 
ment would  be  too  incondderable  to  enable  us  to  make 
a  (land,  and  w^ould  only  add  to  our  difficulties  in  getting 
over  the  river."     The  next  morning  he  fent  an  exprefs  Feb, 
to  him  with  this  note— ^^  4  o'clock*     Follow  our  route,   H» 
as  a  divilion  of  our  force  may  encourage  the  enemy  to 
pufh  us  further  than  they  will  dare  to  do^  if  we  are  to- 
gether.    I  have  not  fiept  four  hours  fince  you  left  me, 
fo  great  has  been  my  folicitude  to  prepare  for  the  worft. 
I  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  one  of  Tarleton's 
officers  was  in  our  camp  the  night  before  laft.** — Again 
— "  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.     The  greater  part  of 
our  waggons  are  over,  and   the  troops  are  croffing.'' 
The  communication  between  Greene  and  Wihiams  clofed 
for  the  prefent  with-*^"  Irwin's  ferry,  4  p^ft  5  o'clock. 
All  our  troops  are  over,  and  the  flage  is  clear.     The 
infantry  will  crofs  here,  the  horfe  below.     Major  Hard- 
man  has  pofled  his  party  in  readinefs  on  this  [the  fouth] 
fide,  and  the  infantry  and  artillery  are  polled  on  the 
other,  and  I  am  ready  to  receive  and  give  you  a  hearty 
welcome."     Greene  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  all  the 
light  army  fafe  over  that  night,  though  in  the  day  they 
had  been  pufhed  forty  miles  by  Cornwallis's  army,  whofe 
van  arrived  juft  as  the  American  rear  had  croffed.     The 
next  day  Greene  difpatched  the  following  letters — To   j^^ 
governor  Jefferfon  of  Virginia ;  "  On  the  Dan  river, 
aimoft  fatigued  to  death,  having  had  a  retreat  to  con- 
duel  for  upward  of  200  miles,  manceuvring  conftantly 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  to  give  time-  for  the  militia 

to 
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t^Su  to  turn  out  and  get  off  our  ftores." — To  baron  Steuben ; 
*^  Col.  Williams,  with  the  light  infantry,  lieut.  col. 
Lee's  legion,  and  the  cavalry  of  the  ill  and  3d  regi- 
ments, has  covered  our  retreat,  and  condu6led  with 
great  propriety  in  the  moft  critical  fituation*  Corn- 
wallis's  movements  are  fo  rapid,  that  few  or  no  militia 
join  U.S.  Fie  marches  from  20  to  30  miles  in  a  day ; 
and  is  organized  to  m.ove  with  the  fame  facility  as  a 
light  infantry  corps.  Should  he  continue  to  pufh  us, 
we  mud  be  finally  ruined  without  reinforcements/'— To 
gen.  Wafhington;  "  The  miferable  fituation  of  the 
troops  for  want  of  clothing  has  rendered  the  march  the 
moft  painful  imaginable,  many  hundreds  of  the  foldiers 
marking  the  ground  with  their  bloody  feet.  The  Britifh 
army  is  much  ftronger  than  I  had  calculated  upon  in  my 
laft.  I  have  not  a  fliilling  of  money  to  obtain  intelli- 
gence with,  notwithftanding  my  application  to  Maryland 
for  that  particular  purpofe.  Our  army  is  in  good  fpirits, 
notwidiftanding  their  fufferings  and  excefllve  fatigue." 
Some  days  after  he  informed  baron  Steuben-—"  Wc 
have  been  aftonifhingly  fuccefsful  in  our  late,  great,  and 
fatiguinp-  retreat,  and  have  never  loft,  in  one  inftance, 
any  thing  of  the  leaft  value."  It  was  with  inexpreflible 
grief  and  vexation,  that  the  Biitifti  difcovered,  on  the 
15th,  that  all  their  exertions  had  been  in  vain,  and  that 
all  their  hopes  were  fruftrated.  Lord  Cornwallis  how- 
ever had  this  to  confole  him,  that  there  was  no  force  in 
North  Carolina  to  prevent  the  royalifts  from  making 
good  their  promife  of  a  general  rifing  in  favor  of  Britifh 
government. 

During  the  tranfa6lions  above  related,  gen.  Marion 
defended  himfelf  with  a  few  faithful  militia  in  the  fwamps 

and 
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and  morafTes  of  the  fettlements  near  Charleftown ;  and  H^^* 
was  frequently  fallying  out  from  his  hiding  places,  and 
enterprifmg  fomething  in  behalf  of  his  country.  Hav- 
ing mounted  his  followers,  he  infefted  the  Britifli  out- 
polls,  intercepted  their  convoys,  deilroyed  their  ftores, 
beat  up  their  quarters,  and  fo  haraJGTed  them  with  alarms, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  be  alway  upon  their  guard. 
On  the  other  fide,  col.  Balfour,  who  commanded  at 
Charleftown,  projected  an  expedition  againft  Wilm.ington 
in  North  Carolina.  A  fmall  naval  force  was  equipped, 
and  major  Craig  difpatched  on  the  fervice  with  about 
300  foldiers.  The  troops  were  landed  about  nine  miles 
Ihort  of  Wilmington  -,  and  the  town  being  abandoned 
by  its  defenfive  force  of  about  150  men,  was  taken 
without  refiftance.  It  has  fince  been  made  a  poll:  of 
fome  flrength. 

Lieut,  col.  Lee's  legion  recrofled  the  Dan  on  the  i8th, 
agreeable  to  the  wifh  of  gen.  Greene,  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions of  Cornwallis's  army;  which,  after  having  col- 
le6led  a  quantity  of  provifion,  began  on  the  morning  of 
the  19th  to  move  flowly  toward  Hillfoorough.  There 
his  lordlhip  eredled  the  royal  fcandard,  and  by  procla-  y^j, 
mation  on  the  20th,  invited  all  his  friends  to  repair  to  2o# 
it.  Greene  being  informed,  that  numbers  had  joined 
his  lordfhip,  and  that  the  North  Carolinians  were  re- 
pairing to  him  in  fhoals  to  make  their  fubm-ifTion,  w^as 
apprehenlive,  that  unlefs  fomiC  fpirited  meafure  was  im- 
mediately taken,  the  whole  country  would  be  loll  to  the 
American  caufe.  He  concluded  therefore  upon  return- 
ing to  North  Carolina.  The  light  troops  recrolTed  the 
Dan  on  the  21ft,  and  on  the  next  day  were  followed  by 
the  main  body,  accompanied  with  600  Virginia  militia 

under 
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i7^^»  under  gen.  Stevens.  Greene,  the  more  effectually  to 
alarm  Cornwallis  and  difcourage  the  royalifts,  rode  with 
his  aid  de  camp  twenty-one  miles  toward  the  enemy 
and  within  about  nfteen  of  his  lordfhip.  The  report  of 
his  being  within  that  diftance  foon  reached  his  lordlliip ; 
who  inferred  that  the  American  army  was  equally  near. 
The  light  infantry  hung  round  his  lordfliip's  quarters, 
while  the  main  army  advanced  (lov/ly,  keeping  in  view 
the  route  to  the  upper  parts  of  the  country,  the  more 
effe6lually  to  avoid  an  acSlion,  and  to  form  a  jun6lion 
with  the  militia  of  the  Weilern  Waters  under  col.  Camp- 
bell and  others,  who  were  expeded  in  confiderable 
num.bers. 

Lieut,  col.  Tarleton  with  the  Britifli  legion  was  de- 
tached from  Flillfborough,  acrofs   the  Haw  river,  to 
major  O ^Neil's  plantation,    to   prote6l  a   confiderable 
number  of  royalifls  appointed  to  meet  there  on  the  24th* 
Gen.  Pickens  and  lieut.  col.  Lee,  who  had  intelligence' 
of  Tarleton's  movemxcnts,  concerted  meafures  to  bring 
him  to  action.     Lee's  cavalry  were  to  attack  thofe  of 
Tarleton's  command,  while  Pickens's  milida  difperfed 
p  y^    the  collected  royalifls.     Thefe  happened  to  be  paraded 
25.     on  the  night  of  the  25th,  in  a  long  lane  leading  toward 
O'Neil's  lioufe.     Lee   led   his   cavalry  into   the  lane, 
miftaking  the  royahfts  for  a  part  of  Pickens's  miilitia, 
which  he  fuppofed  had  arrived  there  before  him.     After 
he  difcovered  the  diftinguilning  red   rag  in  their  hats, 
he  with  great  prefence  of  mind  paffed  on,  intending  to 
leave  them  to  the  treatment  of  their  countrymen  under 
Pickens.     When  thefe  came  up,  and  a  firing  had  com- 
menced between  them  and  the  royalifls,  Lee  with  his 
cavalry  returned  and  fell  upon  the  latter  >  who  not  having 
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fcen  Tarleton's  dragoons,  miflook  Lee's  cavalry  for  1781* 
them.  While  laboring  under  this  miilake,  he  cut  them 
down  as  they  were  making  ardent  proteflations  of  loy- 
alty, and  afferting — "  that  they  were  the  very  befl  friends 
of  the  king."  A  horrid  flaughter  was  made  of  them, 
between  2  and  300  being  cut  to  pieces.  Tarle- 
ton  was  refrefhing  his  legion  about  a  mile  from  the 
fcene.  Upon  hearing  the  alarm,  he  ordered  his  meri 
to  mount  j  precipitately  recroffed  the  Hawj  and  re- 
turned to  Hilifborough.  On  his  retreat,  he  alfo  cut 
down  feveral  of  the  royalifts  as  they  were  advancing  to 
join  the  Britifh  army,  m.iftaking  them  for  rebel  militia 
of  die  country.  This  event,  together  with  Greene's 
having  recrofTed  the  Dan,  broke  all  Cornwallis's  mea- 
fures.  The  tide  of  public  fentiment  was  now  no  longer 
in  his  favor.  The  recruiting  fervice  declined  and  was 
{lopped,  which  had  it  proceeded  a  fortnight  longer^ 
would  have  fo  ftrengthened  his  lordlhip,  that  he  muft 
have  held  the  country.  The  advocates  for  royal  govern- 
ment were  difcouraged,  and  could  not  be  induced  to  adt 
with  confidence.  Confiderable  numbers,  who  were  on 
their  way  to  join  his  lordfliip,  returned  hom.e  to  wait 
for  further  events. 

On  the  27th  Lord  Cornwallis  retired  from  Hillfbo-  -Fet?, 
rough  in  two  columns.  The  farhe  day  Lee's  legion  and  ^ '^' 
Pickens's  militia  joined  the  main  body  of  Anierican  light 
infantry,  which  was  now  confiderably  reinforced  by  vo- 
lunteer horfe  and  riflemen  from  Virginia :  and  the  whole 
corps  pafTed  the  Haw  (a  branch  of  Cape  Fear  river)  at 
night.  Greene,  v/ith  tiie  miain  army,  augmented  by 
the  North  Carolina  militia,  croffed  it  the  next  morning, 
and  marched  v/ith  all  his  force  toward  Allamance.     In 
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^7^^»the  evening  it  was  difcovered  that  Cornwallis,  with  the 
Britidi  army,  was  near  it.  The  Arrierican  light  in- 
fantry encamped  within  about  three  miles  of  him,  and 
Greene  halted  within  feven,  on  a  road  leading  immedi- 
ately to  his  lordiliip's  camp.  Though  Greene  meant  to 
afilime  the  mofc  confident  appearance,  he  ccnlidered  ^ 
this  fitnation  extremely  ineligible ;  as  it  vvas  in  a  man- 
ner forcing  his  lordihip  to  aclion,  for  which  he  himfelf 
was  by  no  means  prepared ;  but  to  retire  precipitately 
would  betray  his  apprehenfions  of  danger.  He  hoped 
that  lord  Cornwallis  miCant  to  retire,  though  reluclantly, 
to  Crofs  Creek  on  Cape  Fear  river.  He  therefore  wifh- 
cd  only  to  wait  on  him,  and  partially  to  attack  him  on 
the  march,  for  which  the  light  troops  wTre  perfedrly 
calculated.  Greene's  objedt  was  to  wear  av/ay  the  time, 
till  all  die  expected  reinforcem.ents  fliould  arrive,  and  his 
army  could  be  properly  organized  and  prepared  for  ac- 
tion. On  the  2d  of  March  there  was  a  flisiht  ilcirmdilx 
in  the  morning,  between  a  detachmjcnt  under  Tarleton 
and  a  part  of  the  mfilitia  under  WiUiams,  within  one 
mile  of  the  Bridfh  encamjpment. 

Atler  various  movements  of  the  American  light  In- 
fantry, lord  Cornwallis  taking  the  advantage  of  a  thick 
Mar.  ^'^Z  ^^^  ^^^  ^^-^  ^^  March,  marched  early  in  the  morn- 
^'  ing  with  his  whole  force,  intending  to  furprife  them  and 
bring  Greene  to  a  general  a6lion  :  but  the  vigilance  of 
the  light  troops  diiappointed  his  lordfnip's  lirfl  hope,  and 
then  gallantly  defeated  his  fecond.  About  eight  o'clock 
the  patroles  of  Williams's  brigade  brought  intelligence 
of  his  lordiliip's  being  within  two  miles  of  his  encamp- 
ment, on  the  road  leading  to  gen.  Pickens's  quarters, 
and  fi-om  thence  to  Whitfell's  mill^  an  important  pafs 
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on  Reedy  Fork  creek,  immediately  between  the  Ameri-  ^7^^" 
can  light  infantry  and  the  main  army.     His  lordfliip's 
deilo-ns  were  manif^^O:,  and  no  time  v/as  to  be  loft.    Dif- 
patches  went  off  to  apprize  Pickens.     He  being  gone 
to  head  quarters,  and  lieut.  col.  Lee,  who  was  of  that 
brigade  and  fecond  in  comm.and,  havix^g  received  infor- 
mation of  his  lordlhip's  approach,  retired  before  him. 
Col.  Williams   marched    his  brigade    immediately  for 
WhitfeU's  mill.     The  light  fi<:irmifhing  of  fom.e  fmall 
parties  on  the  flanks  of  the  Britifh  army,  gained  tim.e 
for  the  removal  of  certain  impedimicnts,  fo  that  a  junc- 
tion of  the  two  brigades  was  formed  about  a  m/ile  from 
the  mill.     Col.  Williams  then  ordered  col.  Campbell, 
who  had  joined  the  li'dit  infantry  with  a  number  of  riPie- 
men  from  the  Weftern  Waters,    and  lieut.  col.  Wafh- 
ington  to  move  flow,  and  give  tim.e  for  the  reft  of  the 
troops  to  gain  the  pafs,  if  polTible,  without  riflcing  their 
commands,  which  was  effedled.     A  covering  party  was 
lorm.ed  of  about  150  Virginia  miilitia.     The  main  body 
of  the  militia  paiTed  firft  after  the  horfes  and  waggons, 
and  form.ed  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  v/ater ;  then  the 
regular  infantry  under  lieut.   col.   Howard  ;    after  that 
Lee's  legion,  infantry  and  cavalry.  Campbell  and  W^aih- 
ington  filed  off  about  half  a  m.ile  from  the  mill,  croiTed 
and  rejoined  the  reft  on  the  other  fide  of  the  creek. 
Col.  W^ebfter,  with  about  icooBritifli  infintry,  attack- 
ed the  covering  party,  which  gave  him  a  brifK  fire,  and 
then  retired  over  the  fork.     The  Britiilj  infantry  follow- 
ed with  great  precipitation,  and  mict  a  fevere  falute  from 
the  fire  of  Campbell's  rifles  and  Lee's  legion  infantry, 
which  were  judiciouGy  difpofed  for  that  purpofe.    Web- 
iter  being  fupported  by  thQ  chaileurs  and  HefTians,  and 
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1781.  CornwaUls  planting  his  field  pieces  en  commanding 
grounds,  difmayed  the  milina  fo  manifeftly,  that  Wil- 
liams gave  them  orders  to  retire  ;  and  then  followed 
with  Howard's  battalion,  flanked  by  a  company  of  De- 
laware infantiy  and  the  infantry  of  the  legion,  the  whole 
covered  by  Wafhington's  cavalry.  The  cavalry  of  the 
le.g-ion  covered  the  bap:2;ao;e  and  ammiunition  wao-g-ons, 

o  00    J3  too 

which  accidentally  took  a  different  route.  Thus  ended 
the  defigns  of  lord  Cornwallis  for  that  day,  which  v/as 
too  far  fpent  to  admit  of  the  execution  of  any  impor- 
tant manoeuvre.  The  lofs  of  the  Americans  was  about 
50  killed  and  wounded,  that  of  the  Britifh  probably 
m.uch  greater,  as  they  twice  iiiflained  the  unexpeded 
fire  of  the  former.  Col.  Williams  retired  three  mJles, 
and  formed  to  await  the  enemy  -,  but  as  they  did  not  ad- 
vance he  proceeded  further,  and  encamped  that  even- 
ing about  feven  miles  from  the  place  of  adlion.  It  may 
be  thought  worthy  of  being  recorded,  that  Mr.  Perry, 
fergeant  major,  and  Mr.  Lunsford,  quarter  mafcer  fer- 
geant  of  the  3d  American  regiment  of  dragoons,  two 
fpirited  young  fellows,  being  feparately  detached  with 
each  four  dragoons,  as  parties  of  obfervation  on  the  re- 
treat j  faw  16  or  18  horfemen  of  the  Eritifh  army  in 
new  levy  uniform.s  ride  into  a  farmi-houfe  yard  in  an  ir- 
ref^ular  mianner  ;  and  fome  of  them  difmounted.  They 
indiantly  joined  their  fmall  force,  feized  the  occafion, 
charged  the  horfemen,  and  in  fight  of  the  Britifh  legion, 
which  was  on  the  contrary  fide  of  the  fence,  cut  every 
man  down,  and  then  retired  without  a  fear. 

While  Greene  was  really  unequal  to  even  defenfive 
orterations,  and  waited  to  have  his  arm.y  flrengthened, 
he  lay  for  feven  days  within  ten  miles  of  Cornwallis's 
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camp:  but  he  took  a  new  pofition  every  night;  and  1 781. 
kept  it  as  a  profound  fecret  with  hi mfelf  where  the  next 
was  to  be ;  (o  that  his  lordOiip  could  not  gain  intelli- 
gence of  his  fituacion  in  time  to  avail  himi'elf  of  it. 
During  thefe  manc^uvres  Greene  was  often  obliged 
to  aflc  bread  of  the  common  foldiers,  having  none  of 
his  own.  Cornwallis  made  a  ftroke  at  him  twice,  but 
inifTed  his  aim.  At  length  Greene  was  reinforced,  with 
another  brigade  of  militia  from  Virginia  under  gen.  Law- 
fon,  and  two  from  North  Carolina  under  gens.  Buder 
and  Eaton,  and  400  regulars  raifed  for  1 8  months : 
this  enabled  him  to  diiiblve  the  conftitution  of  the  light 
army  on  the  loth.  The  fa.r.e  day  he  wrote  to  gov.  Mar. 
Jefferfon — ^^  Hitherto  I  have  been  obliged  to  praclife 
thdLt  by  finelTe,  which  I  dared  not  to  attempt  by  force.  I 
know  the  people  have  been  in  anxious  fufpenfe,  waiting 
the  event  of  a  general  a6lion  :  but  be  the  confequence 
of  cenfure  what  it  may,  nothing  Hiall  hurry  me  into  a 
meafure,  that  is  not  fuggefced  by  prudence,  or  conne6ts 
not  with  it  the  intereft  of  the  fouthern  department," 

Lord  Cornwallis  not  immediately  urging  his  plan  of 
bringing  on  a  general  aclion,  but  moving  toward  New 
Garden,  alias  the  Quaker  meedng-houfe,  gave  Greene 
the  opportunity  of  arranging  his  army  a-new,  and  of 
making  every  preparation  for  an  engagement.  This  he 
now  determined  to  venture  upon,  as  he  thought  himfelf 
fufficiently  ftrong  ;  and  forefaw  that  by  delaying  any  time 
he  Ihould  probably  be  v/eakened  through  the  withdraw- 
ment  of  many  militia  men ;  befxde,  there  v/ould  be  a 
great  difficulty  of  fubfiiling  long  in  the  field  in  fo  ex- 
haufted  a  country.  On  the  14th  he  marched  his  army 
to  Guildford  court-houfe,  and  took  a  pofition  withir^ 
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1 781. eight  miles  of  Cornwallis's  encampment.  His  force  con- 
filled  of  Huger's  brigade  of  Virginia  continentals^  778 
prefent  and  fit  for  duty  3  of  Williams's  Maryland  brigade 
and  Delawares,  6305  and  of  the  infantry  of  Lee's  par- 
tizan  legion^  82 — total  of  continental  regulars,  1490: 
befides  thefe  there  were  1060  militia  from  North  Caro- 
lina, and  1693  from  Virginia,  in  all  2753.  The  whole 
army  confided  of  4243  foot,  and  of  161  cavalry,  in- 
cluding Wadiington's  light  dragoons  86,  and  of  Lee's 
legion  75.  Before  the  engagemient  began,  the  m.arqiiis 
of  Bretagney  joined  the  army  with  about  40  horfe,  very 
few  accoutred  as  horfemen,  but  mounted  as  infantry. 
On  the  miorning  of  the  15th  the  Americans  were  fup- 
plied  with  provifions,  and  a  gill  of  rum  per  man ;  and 
orders  were  iiTued  for  the  v/hole  to  be  in  perfe6l  readi- 
TiCfs  for  aftion. 

Lord  Cornwallis;,  being  convinced  from  gen.  Greene's 
movements  that  he  intended  to  venture  an  en2;acrement* 
fent  off  his  baggage  under  a  proper  efcort  on  the  1 4th ; 

•^'^a^*  and  the  next  morning  at  day  break,  m.arched  with  the 
remainder  of  his  army,  amounting  to  about  2400  men, 
chiefly  troops  grown  veteran  in  viclories,  either  to  meet 
Greene  on  the  way,  or  to  attack  him  in  his  encamp- 
ment. By  this,  Greene's  defign  of  attacking  his  lord- 
fliip  was  anticipated.  About  three  miles  from  the  Ame- 
rican army,  the  Britifn  advance  guard  under  Tarleton 
fell  in  with  I-ee's  legion,  Campbell  and  Lynch's  rifle- 
men. Lee's  dragoons  killed  about  fifty  of  Tarleton's, 
and  the  riflemen  are  thought  to  have  killed  and  wound- 
ed more  than  100  infantry.  This  fKirmifli  gave  Greene 
tim.e  to  form  his  army,  within  about  a  mile  and  a  quar- 
ter of  Guilford   court-houfe.    .  The  Britiih   advanced 

through 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTIOKT,  55 

through  a  field  beyond  which  was  a  fence  and  a  thick  ^7^^* 
wood.     In  the  fkirts  of  this  wood  next  to  the  field,  the 
firfl  American   line   was  drawn    up,    confifling  of  the 
North  Carolina  mihtia.     The  fecond  line  behind  that: 
was  formed  of  the  Virginia  militia.     The  third  and  laft 
line  confifted  of  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  continentals 
under  Hug-er  and  Wilhams.     Y7alliinp;ton  with  his  ca- 
valry,  and  a  corps  of  Delaware  light  infantry  and  fomie 
ritlem.en  under  coL   Lynch,    covered  the  right  fiank; 
and  Lee  with  his  legion  and  fome  riflemen  under  coL 
Campbell,  the  left.     The  whole  were  fo  ftrongly  polled, 
that  Greene  was  fearful  left  Cornwallis  fhould  not  attack 
them  in  front,   but  change  his  pofition  and  fall  upon 
their  flanks.     The  front  line  was  only  in  fight :  the  two 
others  being  covered  by  the  wood  in  which  they  were 
polled.     The  Americans  had  two  pieces  of  cannon  in 
the  field  before  them.     After  a  brifk  cannonade  between 
them  and  the  Britifli^  which  laded  from  about  half  an 
hour  after  one  till  two,  the  latter  advanced  in  three  co- 
lumns,   the  HelTians  on  the  right,    the  guards  in  the 
centre,  and  Webfter's  brigade  on  the  left.     The  whole 
moved  on  toward  the  North  Carolinians,  Vv'ho  waited 
the  attack,  until  the  enem.y  got  v/ithin  140  yards,  when 
part  of  them  fired  oncCj  while  a  great  number  ran  away 
without  firing  or  being  fired  upon.     All  the  esiertions 
of  their  officers  to  rally  them  v/ere  inefFedlual.     They 
deferted  the  mod  advantageous  pod  Greene  ever  faw, 
and  let  in  the  enemy  upon  the  fecond  line  compofed  of 
the  Virginia  militia  under  Stevens,     lie  had  the  addrefs 
to  prevent  his  brigade  from  receiving  any  bad  imprei- 
fions  from  the  retreating  North  Carolinians,  by  giving 
cut  that  they  had  orders  to  retire  after  difclvarging  their 
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^?8 1. pieces^     To  cherifli   this  idea  he  ordered  his  men  to 
open  their  files  to  favor  their  pailage.     The  Virginians 
behaved  much   better  than  the   Carolinians,  did  great 
.execution,  and  kept  up  their  fire  till  they  were  ordered 
to  retreat.     Stevens  had  polled  forty  riflemen  at  equal 
diftances,  twenty  paces  in  the  rear  of  his  brigade,  with 
orders  to  fhoot  every  man  who  fliould  leave  his  poft. 
That  brave  officer,  though  wounded  through  the  thigh, 
did  not  quit  the  field.     The  continental  troops  were  iaft 
engaged,  and  fought  with  great  fpirit.     The  conte{lv;as 
long  and  fevere  :  but  the  Britifh  carried  their  point  by 
fuperior  difcipline.     They  broke  the  fecond  Maryland 
regiment,  turned  the  American  left  flank,  and  got  into 
the  rear  of  the  Virginia  brigade,    and  appeared  to  be 
gaining  Greene's  right,  which  would  have  encircled  the 
whole  of  the  continental  troops,  fo  that  he  thought  it 
advifable  to  order  a  retreat.     About  this  time  Wafh- 
ington  made  a  charge  with  the  horfe  on  a  part  of  the 
brigade  of  Britilli  guards,  and  the  firfl:  regiment  of  Ma- 
rylanders  follov/ing  the  horfe  with  their  bayonets,  near 
the  whole  of  the  party  fell  a  facrifice.     Huger  with  the 
Virginia  brigade  was  the  lafl:  that  engaged ;  and  gave  the 
enemy  a  check.     After  a  hard  battle  of  near  two  hours, 
the  Americans  retreated  in  good  order  to  the  Reedy  Fork, 
and  croiTed  the  river,  about  three  miles  from  the  field 
of  a6lion.     They  halted,  drew  up  till  they  had  coile6led 
moll  of  the  {Iragglers,  and  then  retired  to  Speedwell's 
Iron  Works  ten  mJles  difl:ant  from  Guildford.     Greene 
lofl:  his  artillery  (the  two  fix  pounders  that  Morgan  had 
lately  recovered,  with  two  others)  and  tv/o  ammunition 
■waggons,  the  greatell  part  of  the  horfes  being  killed  be- 
fore the  retreat  began. 
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This  vidrory  coft  the  Britifn  dear.  Their  killed  and  i7^^» 
wounded  exceeded  600  men^  beQde  officers.  The  guards 
loft  col.  Stuart,  with  the  captains  Schutz,  Maynard  and 
Goodriche,  befide  lubalterns.  Col.  Webfler,  a  brave 
experienced  and  diftinguiilied  officer,  died  of  his  wounds 
to  the  regret  of  the  royal  army.  Brigadier  generals 
OTIara  and  Howard,  and  col.  Tarleton,  with  feveral 
other  officers,  were  wounded. 

About  300  of  the  continentals  and  ico  of  the  Vir- 
ginia militia  were  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  for- 
mer was  major  x\nderfon  of  the  Maryland  line,  a  moil 
valuable  officer.  Amiong  the  latter  was  Huger,  befide 
Stevens  already  mentioned.  Of  the  North  Carolina  mfi- 
litia  fix  were  killed  and  three  wounded,  and  552  miffing. 
Of  the  Virginia  milida  294  were  miiffing.  Few  of  the 
miffing  were  m.ade  prifoners.  They  returned  home, 
and  never  rejoined  the  camp;  fo  that  gen.  Greene's 
army  fuftained  a  greater  diminution  than  the  Britiffi.  It 
was  however  foon  apparent,  that  the  advantages  of  the 
engagemiCnt  were  on  his  fide. 

Though  lord  Cornwallis  iffiied  out  a  proclamation  j^^^j. 
three  days  after  the  battle,  fetting  forth  his  complete  J^« 
victory,  and  calling  on  all  loyal  fubje6ls  to  ftand  forth 
and  take  an  a6tive  part  in  rcftoring  good  government, 
and  offering  pardon  and  prote6lion  to  all  rebels,  mur- 
derers excepted;  yet  on  the  19th  he  decamped,  aban- 
doning all  his  boafted  advantages,  and  his  hofpital  at 
the  Quaker  mxeting-houfe,  containing  between  70  and 
80  wounded  Eritifh  officers  and  foldiers.  He  alfo  hit 
behind  him  all  the  v/ounded  Amiericans  taken  on  the 
ijth,  and  retreated  toward  Crofs  Creek.  Greene  ex- 
peded  that  he  v/ould  have  advanced^  and  therefore  had 
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2-7S^*  prepared  for  another  allien  ^  but  upon  hearing  that  his 
lordlliip  was  attempting  to  avoid  it,  he  purfued  him  the 
next  day  with  all  pofiible  expedition.  Greene  having 
no  means  of  providing  for  the  wounded  of  his  own  and 
the  Britifli  forces^  wrote  a  letter  to  the  neighbouring 
inhabitants  of  the  quaker  perfuafion,  in  which  he  men- 
tioned his  being  brought  up  a  quaker,  and  obferved  that 
an  opportunity  offered  for  the  exercife  of  their  humia- 
nity,  without  confining  themfelves  to  either  party,  by 
taking  care  of  the  wounded  both  Britiih  and  Americans, 
'^vho  mull  otherwife  perilh.  His  recomm.endations  and 
arguments  prevailed,  and  the  quakers  fupplied  the  hof- 
pitals  with  all  that  was  wanting  till  the  fick  and  wound- 
ed recovered. 

So  great  was  the  avidity  of  the  Americans  to  renew 
the  confiitl  with  Cornwallis,  that  notwithflanding  the 
weather  was  very  wet  and  the  roads  deep,  they  marched 
almoil  conilantly  without  any  regular  fupply  of  provi- 
Mar.  fions.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  they  arrived  at 
•  Ramfay's  mills  on  Deep  river,  a  flrong  pofition  v/hich 
his  lordlhip  evacuated  a  few  hours  before,  by  crofiing 
the  river  on  a  bridge  erected  for  that  purpofe.  Evident 
figns  of  precipitation  were  found  in  and  about  his  lord- 
iliip's  encam^pment.  Several  of  the  dead  were  left  on 
the  ground  unburied.  Beef  in  quarters  was  found  in 
the  ilaughter  pen  on  v^hich  the  hungry  continentals  fed 
greedily ;  but  that  not  being  fufiicient  to  allay  their  keen 
appetites,  they  eat  without  a  murmur  the  garbage  which 
was  meant  for  the  buzzards  *.  Cornwallis  had  now 
fairly  the  ftart  of  Greene,  and  was  in  a  fituation  to  main- 
tain his  advantage.     He  was  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Deep 

f  Col  O.  H,  Williams. 
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river,  with  Cape  Fear  on  his  left,  and  fupplies  for  his  H^'* 
army  in  front:  whereas  Greene  was  too  far  advanced  to 
exped  any  immediate  fuccour  from  the  country  behind 
him.  y  he  was  therefore  under  the  neceffity  of  giving  up 
the  purfuit  *.  Nothing  but  blood  and  Daughter  has 
prevailed  among  the  whigs  and  tories  in  that  part  of  the 
country  which  has  been  the  fcene  of  the  late  tranfac- 
tions,  and  their  inveteracy  againft  each  other  mud  de- 
populate it  if  continued. 

Here  let  us  clofe  our  account  of  the  operations  under 
lord  Cornwallis  and  gen.  Greene,  and  enter  upon  thofe 
that  relate  to  Virginia. 

General  Arnold,  v/ith  near  50  fail  of  veflels,  arrived 
in  the  Chefapeak  by  the  end  of  December.  He  landed, 
with  about  1500  m.en  and  a  few  light  horfe,  15  miles 
below  Richmond,  and  marched  into  that  town  about  12  To« 

Jan* 

o'clock  on  the  5th  of  January,  The  public  flores  and  S* 
buildings  were  deftroyed  -,  together  with  the  rope  walk, 
and  the  rum  and  fait  in  the  merchants  hands.  The 
troops  went  on  eight  miles  to  deftroy  the  foundery  and 
magazine  at  Weft-Ham ;  but  the  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion had  been  removed  to  Manchefter,  in  Powhatan 
county,  where  the  governor  was,  with  baron  Steuben, 
who  had  arrived  from  the  northward  by  the  beginning 
of  December.  The  next  day  at  noon  they  retreated  the 
fame  v/ay  they  came  r,  with  the  defign  of  committing 
thofe  deftru6lions  in  other  places,  that  m^ight  difable  the 
ftate  as  far  poUible  from  making  efiediuai  oppofition  to 


* 


The  advantage  of  col.  O.  H.  Williams's  official  papers,  of  pri- 
vate letters,  aid  of  fubfequent  converfation  with  gen.  Greene,  for 
the  purpofe  of  information,  has  occafioned  a  variation  in  divers  parts 
«f  the  above  narrative  frosa  Dr.  Ranifay  and  others, 

the 
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2']^i»  the  plans  of  the  Britiili  miniilry.  They  afterward  landed 
on  the  15th  and  marched  to  Smithfieldi  and  from 
thence  they  proceeded  to  Portfmouth  by  land.  Here 
Arnold  took  poft,  and  began  to  fortify  by  the  20thj  as 
the  miilitia  were  collecting  apace,  under  baron  Steuben, 
generals  Nelfon,  Weedon  and  Muhlenburgh  :  but  it  was 
the  unhappinefb  of  the  (late  to  be  deftitute  of  arms,  and 
(by  bad  management)  of  almoft  every  thing  elfe  necef- 
fary  for  defence.  Gen.  Wailiington  laid  a  plan  for 
catching  Arnold  and  his  detach mxnt,  which  was  fervice- 
able^  though  unfaccef/ul  in  the  main  point.  The  ge- 
neral w^as  the  more  eager  in  it,  having  been  confirmed 
by  letters  found  on  board  captured  veffels,  in  the  intel- 
ligence he  had  before  received  of  a  Britifh  projeft,  to 
make  a  lafting  eftablifliment  in  Virginia.  Four  fhips 
r^^^  of  the  Britiih  fleet,  which  had  been  lying  for  fom.e  time 
22,  in  Gardener's-bay,  failed  on  the  2  2d  as  far  eaftward  as 
Narraganfet-bay.  A  gale  of  wind  and  a  very  thick 
fnow  coming  on  at  night,  the  Culloden  was  totally  lofr, 
and  the  Bedford  difmafbed,  each  carrying  74  guns.  No 
fooner  did  the  general  receive  a  certain  account  of  the 
fame,  than  he  put  in  motion,  under  the  command  of 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  1 200  light  infantry,  as  large 
a  part  of  his  fmxall  force  as  he  could,  v/ith  prudence, 
detach  to  Vir.Q;inia.  He  at  the  fame  time  intimated  to 
count  de  Rochambeau  the  pofTibility  and  importance  of 
improving  the  opportunity  in  an  attempt  upon  Arnold ; 
and  requefted  of  him  and  the  chevalier  d'Eflouches  (to 
whom  the  command  of  the  French  fleet  had  devolved 
upon  the  death  of  adm.  Ternay)  to  fend  the  whole 
fleet,  and  a  detachment  of  their  land  force  to  the  Che- 
fapeak.     Inftead  of  the  whole,  a  part  only  of  the  fleet! 
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.v;as  fent;  the  Evcillie  a  64  gun  fhip,  and  two  frigates,  178c* 
under  the  command  of  Monf.  Tilly.  They  failed  from 
Newport  on  the  9th  of  February,  with  orders  to  go  to 
the  Chefapeakj  and  attempt  the  defirudion  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  fbips  there,  and  the  frigates  that  prote(5led  them. 
They  returned  on  the  25th  without  accomplifliing  the 
objed:  of  their  malTion,  through  the  precaution  taken  by 
the  enemy.  They  however  took  or  deftroyed  ten  vefTels, 
and  brought  to  Newport  the  Romulus  of  44  guns, 
which  they  captured  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay.  Wafh- 
ington,  defirous  of  flopping  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy 
in  Virginia,  proceeded  to  Newport,  that  he  might  dif- 
courfe  with  the  French  commanders  on  the  meafures 
proper  to  be  purfued.  He  went  firfl  on  board 
d'Eftouches'  fiiip  in  the  forenoon  of  March  tlie  6th, 
where  Rochambeau  met  him.  It  was  ao:reed  that 
d'Eftouches  fhould  fail  imj mediately;  and  that  Rocham- 
beau fhould  fend  on  board  the  men  of  war,  a  detach- 
ment of  the  army  under  the  baron  de  Viomeuil.  After 
fpending  an  hour  or  two  on  board,  Walli ington  and 
Rochambeau  landed  at  Newport  about  one  o'clock. 
The  neceffary  meafures  were  taken  to  expedite  the  fleet : 
but  inflead  of  failing  the  next  day  when  the  wind  was 
as  favorable  for  the  French,  and  as  adverfe  to  the  BritiHi 
as  it  could  blow,  they  were  delayed  24  hours  for  want  jv^^^. 
of  fupplies.  They  failed  on  Thurfday  evening  the  8th  8. 
of  March.  They  were  followed  on  the  Saturday  by  tlie 
Britlfh  from  Gardener's  bay  under  adm.  Arbuthnot,  who 
made  fuch  expedition  as  to  intercept  them  off  Cape 
Henry  on  the  1 6th.  The  two  fleets  were  v/ell  poifed  in  ^^^ 
point  of  ftrength,  the  fuperiority  of  a  few  guns  on  the 
iide  of  the  Britiih,  being  counterbalanced  by  the  greater 

number 
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lySi.  number  of  men  on  the  other.  The  line  was  compofed 
of  eight  fhlps  on  each  fide,  including  the  Rom.ulus  of 
44  guns  in  the  French,  and  the  Adamant  of  50  in  the 
Britiih.  A  partial  engagement  took  place.  Each  fide 
claimed  the  advantao;e  :  but  the  French  abandoned  their 
defign  of  fuccouring  Virginia,  and  returned  to  Nevvport 
on  the  26th.  Had  they  gained  the  Chefapeak  before 
overtaken  by  the  Britifli,  Wafhington  is  of  opinion, 
that  the  plan  againft  Arnold  could  not  have  failed  of 
fuccefs.  The  return  of  the  French  dlfconcerted  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette.  On  his  arrival  at  Annapolis  in 
Maryland,  he  left  his  troops  there,  and  haflened  down 
the  Chefapeak  to  get  a  body  of  militia  in  readinefs  for 
co-operation :  but  upon  hearing  what  had  taken  place^ 
he  marched  back  with  his  detachment  to  the  Flead  of 
Elk. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  fupport  the  fouthern  operations 
and  increafe  their  fuccefs,  forwarded  a  convoy  to  the 
Chefapeak,  with  about  20CO  choice  troops  on  board 
under  gen.  Phillips,  whom  he  appointed  to  the  chief 
Mar.  command  in  Virginia.  They  arrived  on  the  25th  of 
*^'  March.  Among  the  greatefl  misfortunes  to  the  Ame- 
rican caufe  occafioned  by  the  invafion  of  this  flare,  mufl 
be  reckoned  the  obilrudtions  it  has  thrown  on  every  pre- 
paration for  the  fjpport  of  the  fouthern  army.  It  has 
kcDt  back  the  raifmg  of  recruits  and  every  fupply. 

Certain  adls  and  concerns  of  congrefs  remain  to  be 
related. 

The  capture  of  Mr.  Laurens  by  the  Britifli  made  it 
necefTary  for  congrefs  to  appoint  another  gentleman  to 
fupply  his  place.  They  therefore  commifiioned  Mr» 
John  Adams,  on  the  ifl  of  January,  to  be  theii*  minifter 

pleni- 
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plenipotentiary  to  the  States  General  of  the  Dutch  ^7^^" 
United  Provinces.  He  was  alfo  empowered  to  negotiate 
a  loan  of  n:oney  anaong  the  Hollanders  -,  and  in  con- 
fidence of  his  fuccefs  they  directed,  on  the  3d  of  January, 
bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn  upon  him  at  fix  months  p^^^ 
fiSht.  On  the  3d  of  February  they  agreed — "  That  it  z* 
be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates,  as  indlfpenfably 
neceiTary,  that  they  vefc  a  power  in  congrefs,  to  levy  for  the 
life  of  the  united  ftates,  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
at  the  time  and  place  of  importation,  upon  all  goods 
and  merchandifes  of  foreign  growth  and  manufadlures, 
which  may  be  imported  into  any  of  the  faid  ftates  from 
any  foreign  port,  ifland  or  plantation,  after  the  lil  day 
of  May,  1781,  except  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and 
other  articles  imported  on  account  of  the  united  ilates, 
or  any  of  them  -,  and  except  wool  cards  and  cotton  cards, 
and  wire  for  making  them  j  and  alfo  except  fait  during 
the  war  : — Alfo  a  like  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  prizes 
and  prize  goods,  condemned  in  the  court  of  admiralty 
of  any  of  thefe  ftates  as  lawful  prize  : — That  the  money 
arifing  from  the  faid  duties  be  appropriated  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  principal  and  intereft  of  the  debts  already 
contradted,  or  which  may  be  contracted,  on  the  faith 
of  the  united  flates,  for  fupporting  the  prefent  war  :— 
That  the  faid  duties  be  continued  until  the  faid  debts 
fhall  be  fully  and  finally  difcharged."  Some  gentlemen 
objedl  to  the  recom.m.endation,  or  at  lead  a  comipliance 
with  it,  and  fay — ^^  Drawing  money  infenfibly  from  the 
people  by  impofts  iTiay  be  a  fworite  fcheme  in  monar- 
chies and  ariftocracies  j  but  in  republican  governments, 
fuch  as  are  eftablifhed  in  Amierica,  is  inexpedient,  if  not 
dangerous.    When  money  is  drawn  from  tlie  people  in- 

4  fenfibly. 
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i^Si.renfibly,  they  are  lefs  attentive  to  abufes  in  the  expen- 
diture :  but  when  they  are  called  upon  for  taxes  and  feel 
the  burden  of  them,  they  are  more  watchful  to  fee  that 
they  are  properly  applied,  and  to  prevent  the  rulers 
from  bribing  the  people  v/ith  their  own  money,  and  fub- 
verting  the  public  liberty  by  the  means  put  into  their 
hands  for  fecurino;  and  defendino;  it."  It  will  be  Ions; 
before  the  feveral  fiates  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  veft 
congrefs  with  the  defired  power.  _ 

Congrefs  on  the  6th  of  February,  ordered  that  the 
drawino;  of  the  fourth  and  lafl  clafs  of  the  united  ftates 
lottery  fliouid  begin  on  the  2d  of  April.  Through  the 
amazing  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency,  the  whole 
will  turn  out  a  fimple  piece  of  bufinefs,  and  difappoint 
the  original  hopes  both  of  the  fortunate  adventurers  and 
of  congrefs. 

^^^'  I'hey  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  ele6tion  of  a  fuper- 
intendant  of  finance,  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the 
public  debts,  expenditures,  and  revenue :  to  digefl  and 
report  plans  for  improving  and  regulating  the  finances, 
and  for  eftablifhing  order  and  oeconom;y  in  the  expen- 
diture of  the  public  money  :  and  to  the  exercife  of  many 
other  powers  neceflary  to  complete  the  financier.  Robert 
Morris  efq;  of  Philadelphia  v/as  unanimoufiy  elected. 

Tliey  pafTed  a  commendatory  refolution  refpedling 
capt.  John  Paul  Jones ;  and  further  refolved,  that  Dr. 
Franklin  iliould  acquaint  his  mofr  Chriflian  mxajefly,  that 
his  majefcy's  offer  of  adorning  capt.  Jones  with  the  crofs 
of  military  merit  was  highly  acceptable  to  cono-refs. 
The  fmall  fquadron  v/hich  the  captain  commanded  In 
1779,  was  fitted  out  at  the  expence  of  his  mofl  Chriftiaii  , 
majeily,  who  honored  him  with  a  French  connmiffiori. 

Monf. 
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Monf,  de  Sartine,  the  minifter  of  the  marine,  requeiled^7^Jt» 
Dr.  Franklin  to  flrengthen  the   fquadron  by  ordering 
the  Alliance  to  join  it,  which  was  immediately  done. 

On  the  1 2th  of  February  the  Maryland  delegates  laid 
before  congrefs  an  a6t  of  their  (late,  empowering  them 
to   fubfcribe    and  ratify   the  articles    of   confederation. 
The  I  ft  of  March  w^as  afterward  fixed  upon  for  their 
doing  it.     Maryland  having  no  vacant  weftern  territory, 
contended  with  great  juftice,  that  the   unappropriated 
weftern  country  fhould  be  the  common  property  of  the 
union,  and  pledged  as  a  fund  for  finking  the  continental 
debtj    and  declined  acceding  to  the  confederation  till 
fome  fatisfaftion  fhould  be  given  upon  that  fubjed.     But 
congrefs  having  recommended  it  to  the  ftates,  claiming 
fuch  country,  to  remove  the  only  obftacle  to  a  final  rati- 
fication ;  and  then  earneftly  requefted  the  legiflature  of 
Maryland  to  empower  their  delegates,  they  accordingly 
did  fo  on  the  30th  of  iaft  January.     They  concurred 
in  the  meafure,  :as  well  from  a  defire  to  perpetuate  and 
ftrengthen  the  union,  as  from  a  confidence  in  the  juflice 
and  generofity  of  the  larger  ftates,  and  that  fuperior  to 
local  interefts,  they  would  confent  to  fuch  arrangements 
of  the  unappropriated  lands,  included  in  their  refpe6live 
charters,  as  good  policy  required,  and  the  great  exertions 
of  their  ov/n  ftate  in  the  common  caufe  had  fo  highly  de- 
ferved.     When  the  ift  of  March  Vv^as  arrived,  the  Newjvjaf^ 
York  delegates,  by  virtue  of  the  pov/ers  with  which  their    ^» 
legiflature  had  intrufted  them,  proceeded  by  an  ofHcial 
adt  in  congrefs  to  limit  and  reftrid  the  boundaries  of 
that  ftate,  and  to  relinquifh  all  right,  jurifdidlion  and, 
claim,  to  all  lands  to  the  northward  and  weftward  of  the 
fame,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  the  congrefs  of  the  confe- 

VoL,  IV#  F  derated 
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1^7^'*  derated  ftatcs  fhould  direct.  The  Maryland  delegates 
then  proceeded  to  figfi  and  ratify  the  articles  of  confe- 
^  deration.  This  important  event  has  been  communicated 
to  the  executives  of  the  feveral  ftates ;  and  the  American 
minifters  in  Europe  have  been  ordered  to  notify  it  to  the 
refpedive  courts  at  which  they  refide. 

Though  a  longer  delay  on  the  part  of  Maryland  might, 
have  been  produdlive  of  bad  confequences,  yet  there  arc 
feveral  members  of  congrefs,  who  are  fenfible  of  iti 
having  been  highly  beneficial  upon  many  occafions.  As 
feven  ftates  were  a  majority,  whenever  that  number  met 
it  was  confidered  as  the  reprefentative  body  of  the  thir- 
teen ;  and  if  four  out  of  the  feven  *  agreed,  it  pafTed 
for  the  voice  of  the  United  States,  even  in  thofe  cafes, 
which  by  the  confederation  required  the  concurrence  of 
nine  ftates.  The  want  of  fuch  concurrence,  had  the 
confederation  been  perfefted  at  a  very  early  date,  would 
have  prevented  the  execution  of  much  bufmefs  of  the 
higheft  importance. 

16.  Congrefs  refolved — "  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  re- 
commended to  the  feveral  ftates,  to  amend  their  laws 
making  the  bills  of  credit  emitted,  under  the  authority 
of  congrefs,  a  legal  tender,  fo  that  fuch  bills  fhall  not 
be  a  tender  in  any  other  manner  than  at  their  current 
value  compared  with  gold  and  filver,"  The  fame  day 
they  refolved — "  That  the  ftates  be  immediately  called 
upon  to  furnifti  for  the  public  expenccs,  and  for  carrying 
on  the  war,  their  proportion  of  one  million  five  hundred 

♦  When  congrefs  confirmed  the  fentence  of  the  court  martial  oa 
general  Lee,  it  was  by  a  vote  of  four  out  of  eleven  prefent.  Sea 
Vol,  III.  p,  232» 
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thoufand  dollars  (qnarterly,  die  firfl  (quarterly  payment '7^^^ 
to  be  made  on  the  ift  day  of  June  next."     Neither  of 
thefe  refolves  will  be  fufficiendy  produ6live. 

This  fhall  clofe  with  an  extrad  from  a  letter  of  gen, 
Wafhirigtonj  written  the  beginning  of  April-—"  I  give 
it  decifively  as  my  opinion,  that  without  a  foreign  loan 
our  preferit  force,  which  is  but  the  remnant  of  an  army, 
cannot  be  kept  together  this  campaign,  much  lefs  v/ill 
it  be  increafed  and  in  readinefs  for  another.  If  France 
delays  a  timely  arid  powerful  aid  in  the  critical  poflurs 
of  our  affairs,  it  will  avail  us  nothing  fhould  fhe  attempt 
it  hereafter.  We  are  at  this  hour  fufpended  in  the  ba-i 
lance :  we  cannot  tranfport  the  provifions  from  the  ftates 
in  which  they  arfe  affefTed,  to  the  army,  becaufe  we  can- 
not pay  the  tearhftersj  who  will  no  longer  Work  for  cer- 
tificates .*^In  a  word,  we  are  at  the  end  of  our  tether, 
^nd  now  or  never  our  deliverance  mud  come/* 


Letter    iii. 

RoHerdmn^  Mtiy  5,  178 1, 
Friend  G* 

AS  foon  as  the  riipture  between  Great  Britairi  and 
Holland  was  known  at  Verfailles,  the  king  gave 
immediate  orders  that  all  the  Dutch  vefTels  in  any  of  the 
French  ports  fhould  be  made  acquainted  v/ith  it  j  and 

F  a  accordingly 
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'^7^^' accordingly  a  circular  letter  was  written  by  the  marqiiil 
de  Caftries  on  the  25th  of  laft  December,  and  fent  to 
the  feveral  ports.  The  firft  material  capture  made  by 
the  EritlHi,  after  the  hoftile  manifefto  againft  the  Dutch, 
v/as  that  of  the  Rotterdam  of  50  guns  and  300  men 
belonging  to  the  flates  general,  by  the  Warwick,  capt. 
|.      Elphinftone,  on  the  5th  of  January. 

On  the  9th  the  Dutch  council  of  ftate  propofed,  that 
the  marine  of  the  republic  fhould  confifi  of  94  fhips  and 
armed  vefTelsj  and  18,430  feamen.  There  were  to  be 
II  fhips  of  the  line,  15  of  50  guns  and  2  of  40.  Three 
Tlays  after,  the  ftates  general  publifhed  a  placarr,  grant- 
ing letters  of  m.arque  againft  the  Britifli.  This  was  fol- 
4Dvi^ed  after  a  time  by  aii  anfwer  to  the  Britilh  manifefto. 
"  Notwithftanding  the  neceftary  increafe  of  national  ex- 
fpences  in  Great  Britain  by  the  Dutch  war,  yet  toward 
the  end  of  Januar)^,  the  houfe  of  commons  hearkenc3 
to  the  calls  of  humanity,  and  in  confequence  of  differ- 
ent petitions,  voted  for  the  relief  of  the  fufferers  by  the 
hurricane  at  Barb«.does  8o,oooL  and  at  J-amaica  40,000 1» 

A  fecond  attempt  has  been  made  on  the  lile  of  Jerfey. 
The  baron  de  Rullecourt,  at  the  head  of  about  2000 
men,  conduced  it.  By  the  badnefs  of  the  weather  near  half 
his  troops  were  driven  back  to  France,  and  never  joined 
him.  He  at  length  however  made  his  v/ay  with  difti-. 
culty,  through  the  rocks  of  la  Roque-Platte;  and 
landed  a  number  in  the  dark,  three  miles  from  St.  He- 
lier,  the  capital  of  the  ifland  i  though  five  veftels  were 
loft,  and  200  of  his  men  perifhed.  A  fmall  party  of 
militia,  meant  for  the  guard  of  a  redoubt  in  the  place, 
were  feized  afleep  by  the  enemy,  who  were  thus,  for 
feveral  hours^  on  the  ifland  without  an  alarm's  being 
$  given> 
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given.  The  baron,  leaving  about  lao  men  in  the  re-^7^f» 
•doubt,  marched  to  St.  Helier.  He  fecured  the  avenues  6^ 
of  the  town,  furprifed  the  guards  in  the  dark,  and  pof- 
leiTed  the  market  place  without  noiic.  The  inhabitants 
v/ere  aftonilhed  at  break  of  day,  on  finding  themfelves 
in  the  hands  of  an  enemy.  Major  Corbet,  the  deputy 
governor,  with  the  magiftrates  and  principal  people, 
being  brought  prifoners  to  the  court-houfe,  the  French 
commander  wrote  term^s  of  capitulation,  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  have  figned  -,  and  by  v/hich  the  ifland  was  to 
be  furrendered  to  France,  and  the  troops  to  lay  down 
their  arms  and  be  fent  to  Great  Britain.  It  was  in  vaia 
remonflrated,  that  no  a6l  of  the  lieut.  governor's  could 
have  the  fmallefl  validity  in  his  prefent  (ituation.  Rulle-; 
court  was  peremptory,  and  Corbet  too  inadvertently 
figned.  The  French  commander  then  fummoned  Eli- 
zabeth caftle  under  the  terms  of  the  capitulation, 
Capts.  Aylward  and  Mulcafter,  having  efcaped  thither 
on  the  firft  alarm,  and  being  now  in  a  degree  prepared 
againft  a  fudden  attack,  rejected  the  fummons,  and  re^ 
fufed  paying  the  imalleft  regard  to  the  capitulation,  or 
any  orders  iilued  by  U'le  lieut,  governor  in  the  prefent 
circumftances.  The  French  placing  Corbet  in  their 
front,  advanced  toward  the  gate,  but  were  fired  upon 
with  fuch  vigor  from  the  caftle,  that  they  foon  made  th^^ 
befl  of  their  way  back  to  the  town  for  fhelter. 

Mean  while  the  alarm  extended,  and  the  nearell  troops 
and  militia  advanced  toward  the  point  of  danger,  and 
formed  on  the  heights  near  the  tov/n  under  major 
Pierfon,  who  inftantly  fecured  a  hill  of  great  advantage, 
which  the  enemy  had  overlooked.  Rullecourt  fent  to 
the  major,  requiring  his  compUancc  with  the  terms  oX 
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* 7^1 'the  capitulations  apd  received  for  anfwer,  *^  that  if  he 
and  his  troops  did  not  lay  down  their  arms  within  twenty 
minutes,  and  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  they  might  be  certain  of  an 
attack."     Pierfon  was  pundlual  to  his  word  ;  and  made 
an  aflault  on  the  town  in  all  acceffible  parts  with  fucli 
impetuofity,  that  the  enemy  were  driven  rapidly  upon 
the  centre  of  their  force  in  the  market  place,  where  the 
ftffion  was  foon  decided  5  for  Rullecourt  being  mortally 
ivounded,  the  next  in  command  feeing  the  hopcleflhefs 
of  their  fituation,  requefted  the  lieut.  governor  to  re- 
fume  his  authority,  and  to  accept  of  their  furrender  as 
prifoners  of  war.    The  fatisfa6lion  arifing  from  fo  fudden 
a  deliverance,  and  fo  brave  an  exertion,  was  damped  by 
the  fall  of  major  Pierfon,    who  was  fhot  through  the 
heart  in  the  inftant  of  victory.     The  extraordinary  miH- 
tary  abilities  difplayed  by  fo  young  an  officer  (for  h^  was 
only  five  and  twenty)  rendered  his  death  an  obje6t  of 
general  regret.     During  the  engagement  the  redoubt 
was  retaken  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  without  firing  a 
fliot,  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  83d  regiment.     Thus  the 
v/hole  French  party,  amounting  to  near  8oOj  were  either 
killed  or  taken. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  lord  George  Gordon  w'as 
privately  taken  from  the  Tower  to  Weflminfter-hall, 
arraigned,  and  ordered  to  prepare  for  trial  on  Monday 
£,  '  the  5th  of  February.  When  he  came  to  be  tried, 
though  the  crowd  was  very  large,  order  was  obferved, 
and  there  was  no  mifchief  or  violence.  About  five  the 
next  morning  he  was  acquitted.  On  the  news  of  his 
acquittal,  there  were  rejoicings  and  illuminations  at 
Glafgow,  Paifley,  Dunbar,  Montfofe,   Brechin,  and  a 
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great  number  of  other  towns  and  villages  iu  Scotland.  j-^Si. 
The  proteftant  aflbciation  at  Glafgow  made  a  fubfcription 
of  feveral  hundred  pounds,  toward  defraying  his  lord- 
ship's expences.  It  has  been  fuggefled,  that  govern- 
ment did  not  wifh  to  convid:  his  lordfhip  for  fear  of 
offending  too  many  of  the  Scots. 

The  garrifon  and  inhabitants  of  Gibraltar,  having  re- 
ceived no  fuppiies  of  provifion  from  Great  Britain  fmce 
the  beginning  of  the  preceding  year,  nor  from  the  Bar- 
bary  Ihores,  nor  the  moft  diftant  coafls  of  Africa,  were 
reduced  to  extreme  ciiflrefs.  The  governor,  ever  fincc 
Odober,  made  a  redu6lion  of  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
from  each  man's  daily  allowance  of  bread.  Their  meat 
was  reduced  to  a  pound  and  a  half  in  the  week,  and  at 
length  was  fcarcely  eatable.  The  inhabitants  had  to  pay 
for  bad  fhip  bifcuit,  full  of  worms,  a  ihilling  a  pound; 
the  fame  for  flour  in  no  better  condition ;  eighteen 
pence  for  fait,  the  fweepings  of  fhips  bottoms  and  ilore^ 
houfes;  half  a  crown  for  old  Irifli  fait  butter;  and  the 
fame  for  the  worft  brown  fugar.  When  the  arrival  of 
the  vefTels  from  the  Mediterranean  opened  a  market  for 
frefh  provifions,  turkies  fold  for  3L  12s.  a  piece;  fuck- 
ing pigs  at  two  guineas ;  ducks  at  half  a  guinea ;  and 
fmall  hens  at  nine  Ihillings.  A  guinea  was  refufed  for  a 
calf's  pluck ;  and  one  pound  feven  fhillings  for  an  ox- 
head.  The  intereft  and  honor  of  Great  Britain  were 
deeply  engaged  in  the  timely  relief  of  that  fortrefs.  It 
was  accord'mgly  one  of  the  firft  objedls  of  government 
in  the  commencement  of  the  year ;  and  the  grand  fleet 
under  the  condud  of  adms.  Darby,  Digby,  and  Sir  J, 
Lockhart  Rofs,  was  fitted  out  early  for  this  fervice :  but 
only  28  foil  of  the  line  could  be  fpared.     The  French 
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^7^1' had,  at  the  fame  time,  a  fleet  little  inferior  either  in 
number  or  force,  nearly  ready  for  fea  at  Breft. 

Mar.  xhe  Britifn  fleet  failed  v/ith  the  great  Eaft  and  Wefl: 
India  convoys :  but  met  with  a  delay  on  the  coafl:  of 
Ireland,  in  waiting  for  the  victuallers  from  Gorke,  which 
were  to  proceed  with  them  to  Gibraltar.  The  Eafl;  and 
Wefl:  India  convoys  having  proceeded  on  their  refpe6live 
voyages,  the  Britifli  fleet  with  97  tranfports,  fl:orefliips 
and  vi6luallers,  arrived  off  Cadiz  before  the  middle  of 

^^"^^^  April.  Don  Cordova  with  the  Spanifli  fleet,  had  put 
into  the  harbour;  and  adm.  Darby  having  explored  the 
famX;^  forwarded  the  convoy  to  Gibraltar,  with  fome 
men  of  war  and  frigates  to  cover  them,  while  he  cruifed 
with  the  main  body  of  the  fleet  off^  the  Streights  mouth 
to  watch  the  enemy.  The  Spaniards  had  been  for  fome 
time  employed  in  conftrucling  a  number  of  gun  and 
bomb  boats.  The  o;un  boats  carried  each  a  Ions  26 
pounder,  wh;ch  threw  fliot  further  than  any  fliip's  guns 
could  reach.  This  force  was  rendered  Hill  more  dan- 
gerous by  the  addition  of  the  bomb  boats  upon  a  flmilar 
confl:ru6tion.  With  thefe  they  cannonaded  and  bom- 
barded the  Britifli  fliips  every  morning,  till  the  wind,  at 
its  fl:ated  hour,  began  to  fpring  up,  when  they  fled  and 
were  purfued  in  vain.  But  they  failed  in  their  grand 
objedt,  and  no  material  damage  wag  done  to  any  part  of 
the  fliipping. 

Nothing  could  be  more  grievous  to  Spain  than  this 
relief  She  feems  to  have  fet  her  heart  fo  entirely  on  the 
recovery  of  Gibraltar,  as  not  to  have  had  another  obje6t 
in  the  war.  The  whole  naval  and  military  force  of  the 
kingdom,  and  its  refources  of  every  fort,  appear  to 
have  been  direiled  mainly  to  that.  Angle  point.     Tkeie; 
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various  powers  v/ere  called  into  zdiion^  and  the  unfortu-  i7Si« 
nate  town,  with  its  miferable  Inhabitants,  were  the  vic- 
tims of  her  indignation.  One  hundred  and  feventy 
pieces  of  cannon,  of  the  heavieft  metal,  and  eighty 
mortars,  difgorged  their  tremendous  torrents  of  fire  all 
at  once  upon  that  narrow  fpot.  This  dreadful  cannonade 
and  bombardment  was  condnued  night  and  day,  for  a 
confiderable  time,  without  intermiffion.  Nothing  could 
be  more  fplendidly  magnificent,  or  dreadfully  fublime, 
than  the  view  and  report  oFthis  tremendous  fcene,  to 
thofe  who  obferved  them  from  the  neichbourino;  hills  of 
Barbary  and  Spain  during  the  night  j  efpecially  in  the 
beginning,  when  the  cannonade  of  the  enem.y  being  re- 
turned by  gen.  Elliot,  with  ftill  fuperior  power  and 
greater  fiercenefs,  the  whole  rock  feemed  to  vomit  out 
fire,  and  all  diftin6lion  of  parts  was  loft  in  flame  and 
fmoke.  The  artillery  officers  and  engineers  in  the  gar- 
rifon  computed,  that  during  more  than  three  weeks  from 
the  firft  attack,  the  Spaniards  continued  regularly  to  ex- 
pend, at  leaft,  a  thoufand  barrels  of  gunpowder,  of  a 
hundred  weight  each,  and  to  fire  from  four  to  five 
thoufand  fhot  and  fhells,  in  every  24  hours  upon  the 
fortrefs.  After  difcharging  75,000  fliot,  and  25,000 
fliells  in  this  courfe  of  firing,  it  was  lowered  to  about 
600  of  both  in  the  24  hours. 

When  admiral  Rodney  returned  from  New  York  to 
St.  Lucie  toward  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  the  reports 
of  the  difmantled  ft  ate  of  St.  Vincent  throuoh  the  hur- 
ricane,  induced  him  and  gen.  Vaughan  to  undertake 
an  expedition  for  the  recovery  of  th- 1  ifland  :  but  after 
landing  a  number  of  troops  with  the  marines,  on  the  i6th 
of  December,  and  continuing  a  day  on  the  iflar>d,  the 
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f7gi.P|-ench  were  found  in  fuch  force,  and  their  works  in 
fuch  condition,  that  the  connmanders  were  obliged  to 
reimbark  the  troops  without  venturing  upon  an  aKack, 

Not  much  more  than  a  month  after  this  attempt,  the 
commanders,  in  confequence  of  inftrucfcions  from  Great 
Britain,  direded  their  views  to  the  redudlion  of  the 
Dutch  ifland  St.  Euftatia.  This  ifland,  though  barren 
and  contemptible  in  itfelf,  had  long  been  the  feat  of  a 
lucrative  iand  prodigious  commerce]  and  might  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  grand  fee  'f)ort  of  the  Weft  Indies  and 
America,  and  as  a  general  market  and  magazine  to  all 
nations.  Its  richeft  harvefts  however,  were  during  the 
feafons  of  warfare  among  its  neighbours,  owing  to  its 
neutrality  and  fituation  with  its  unbounded  and  unclogged 
freedom  of  trade..  The  ifland  is  ^  natural  fortification; 
and  has  but  one  landing  place,  which  may  be  eafiiy 
rendered  impra6licable  to  an  enemy.  The  inhabitants* 
though  not  very  nunaerous,  included  a  portion  of  the 
natives  of  almoft  all  trading  countries. 

Feb,  The  Britilh  fleet  and  army  appeared  before  and  fur- 
rounded  St.  Eufl:atia  with  a  great  force,  Rodney  and 
Vaughan  fent  a  peremptory  fumimons  to  the  governor, 
to  furrender  the  ifland  and  its  dependencies  within  an 
hour  i  accompanied  with  a  threat,  that  if  any  refiftance 
was  made  he  muft  abide  the  confequences,  Mr.  de 
GraaflP,  totally  ignorant  of  the  rupture  between  Great 
Britain  and  Holland,  could  fcarcely  believe  the  officer, 
who  delivered  the  fummons,  to  be  ferious.  But  he  re- 
turned for  anfwer,  that  being  utterly  incapable  of  mak- 
ing any  defence,  he  muft:  of  neceflity  furrender,  only 
recommending  the  town  and  inhabitants  to  the  clemency 
of  the  Britiih  commanders.     The  wealth  of  the  place 
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excited  the  aftonifhment  of  the  conquerors.  The  v^hole  1781* 
ifland  feemed  to  be  one  vaft  magazine.  All  the  llore- 
houfes  were  filled  with  various  commodities ;  and  the. 
very  beach  was  covered  with  hogfheads  of  fugar  and 
tobacco.  The  value  was  eflimated  confiderably  above 
three  millions  fterling.  But  this  was  only  a  part ;  for 
above  I  ^q  vefTels  of  all  denominations,  many  of  them 
richly  laden,  were  captured  in  the  bay,  exclufive  of  a 
Dutch  frigate  of  38  guns,  and  five  fmaller.     . 

The  neighbouring  fmall  ifles  of  St.  Martin  and  Saba 
>vere  reduced  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  Rodney  being 
informed,  that  a  fleet  of  about  30  large  fnips,  richly 
laden  with  fugar  and  other  Weft  India  commodities,  had 
failed  from  Euftatia  for  Holland  juft  before  his  arrival, 
under  convoy  of  a  flag  Ihip  of  60  guns,  he  difpatched 
the  Monarch  and  Panther  with  the  Sybil  frigate,  in  pur- 
fuit  of  them,  Thefe  foon  overtook  the  convoys  and 
the  Dutch  admiral,  refufing  to  ftrike  his  colours,  and 
all  remonftrances  proving  ineffedlual,  a  fhort  engage- 
ment tool^  place  between  his  fhip  the  Mars  and  the 
Monarch.  He  died  bravely  in  defence  of  his  fhip; 
when  fhe  inftantly  ftruck,  and  the  whole  convoy  was 
taken. 

This  is  qne  of  the  fevereft  blows  that  Holland  could 
have  received.  The  Dutch  Weft  India  company,  with 
the  magiftracy  and  citizens  of  Amfterdam,  are  great 
fufferers  upon  the  pccafion.  But  the  greateft  weight  of 
the  calamity  feems  to  have  fallen  on  the  Britifh  mer- 
chants, who  confiding  in  the  neutrality  of  the  place, 
and  in  fome  ads  of  parliament  made  to  encourage  their 
bringing  their  property  from  the  iflands  lately  taken  by 
the  French,  had  accunwlated  a  great  quantity  of  Weft 

India 


^r  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

-7'^^' India  produce,  as  well  as  European  goods,  in  the  placet 
for  all  the  property  was  indifcriminately  feized,  invento- 
ried, and  declared  to  be  confifcated. 

The  keeping  of  Dutch  colours  flying  at  Euftatia,  ren- 
dered it  for  fonn.e  time  a  decoy  to  French,  Dutch,  and 
American  velTels,  a  confiderable  number  of  which  fell 
accordingly  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors  without 
trouble. 

The  indifcriminate  feizure  and  confifcation  of  pro- 
perty in  the  ifland,  induced  the  merchants  of  St.  Chrif- 
topher  (or  St.  Kitt's)  to  prefent  two  memorials  to  adm. 
Rodney  and  gen.  Vaughan,  for  themfelves,  and  as  agents 
and  fa6lors  for  many  of  the  moil  commercial  houfes  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  They  ilated,  that  their  con- 
nexions with  St.  Euftatia,  and  the  property  they  had 
lodged  there,  were  all  in  purfuance  to,  and  under  the 
fandion  of  repeated  a6ls  of  the  Britilh  parliament  j  and 
that  their  commerce  had  befide  been  entirely  founded 
on  the  fair  principles  of  merchandife,  and  conduced 
according  to  the  rules  and  maxims  adopted  by  all  trading 
nations.  The  fecond  memorial  was  carried  and  deli- 
vered to  Rodney  by  Mr.  Glanville  the  nth  of  March. 
The  admiral  in  a  line  to  him  anfwered,  that  "  their 
effeds  at  St.  Euflatius  could  only  be  lodged  as  a  depofit 
to  fupply  the  neceiTities  of  their  king  and  their  coun- 
try's enemies.  The  iiland  was  Dutchj  every  thing  ii 
it  was  Dutch,  every  thing  was  under  the  proteftion  oi 
the  Dutch  flag,  and  as  Dutch  it  fhall  be  treated."  Mr.] 
Glanville  made  a  fenfible  reply  on  the  13th  of  March,] 
and  obferved — "  That  if  the  king's  enemies  were  fup- 
plied,  by  the  trade  of  his  fubje6ls  through  St.  Euflatius,] 
they  were  likewife  fuppliedj  through  the  fame  channel 
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hy  the  f ale  of  frizes  captured  by  his  majefifs  fioip  of  i^nr^  ^i^U 
The  one  fa6l  is  as  notorious  as  the  other,  and  equally 
criminal.'* 

After  the  furrender  of  Euflatia,  the  Jews  who  were 
numerous  and  wealthy  were  the  firfl  fufFerers.     Several 
of  them  were  torn  from  their  habitations  with  many  in- 
dignities, and  banifhed  without  knowing  the  place  of 
their  deftination  \  and  were,  in  that  ftate  of  wretchednefs 
which  followed  the  feizure  of  their  property,  tranfported 
as  outlaws,  and  landed  at  St.  Kitt's.     The  afiembly,  to 
their  great  honor,  inftantly  pafTed  an  a6l:  for  their  pre- 
fent  relief  and  future  provifion,  until  they  iliould  have 
time  to  recover  from  their  calamitous  fituation.     The 
Jews  were  loon  followed  by  the  Americans,  fome  of 
whom  had  been   obliged  to  fly   their  native  country," 
through  the  part  which  they  had  taken  in  fupporc  of 
ihe  Britilli  caufe.     Thefe  alfo  were  fent  to  St.  Kitt's,  in 
much  the  fame  ilate  with  the  former;    and  were  re- 
ceived and  entertained  with  the  fame  humanity  and  libe- 
rality by  the  people  and  legiflature  of  that  ifland.     The 
French  merchants  and  traders  were  next  banifhed ;  and 
at  length  the  Amfterdammers  met  with  the  fame  fate, 
I  Mean  while  public  fales  were  advertifed,  invitation  given, 
and  prote6lion  afforded  to  purchafers  of  all  nations  and 
clafTes ;    and  the  ifland  exhibited  one  of  the  greateft 
,  auftions  that  ever  was  opened  in  the  univerfe.     Never 
was  a  better  market  for  buyers.     The  goods  were  fold 
for  a  trifling  proportion  of  their  value ;  and  by  report, 
the  French  agents  made  the  greatefl;  and  mofl  lucrative 
purchafes.     Mofl:  of  the  goods  were  conveyed  to  French 
and  Danifli  iflands  s  and  left  to  find  their  way  to  thofe 
enemies,   for  having  fupplied  whom,    in  -  the  ordinary  ^ 

commerce. 
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J 7^i«  commerce,  Euliatia  fuffered  fo  feverely.  This  whole* 
bufinefs,  from  beginning  to  end,  has  brought  upo* 
Great  Britain  the  odium  of  all  Europe. 

A  fquadron  of  privateers,  moftly  belonging  to  Briflol^ 
upon  hearing  of  the  rupture  with  Holland,  boldly  en-' 
tered  the  rivers  of  £)emarara  and  IlTequibOi  and  with 
no  fmall  degree  of  courage  and  enterprife,  brought  out 
from  under  the  Dutch  forts  and  batteries^  almofl  all  the 
veffels  of  any  value  in  either  river.  The  prizes  were 
confiderable :  but  adm.  Rodney,  in  his  official  letter  of 
the  17th  of  March,  obferved  in  the  poilfcript — "  The 
Dutch  ihips  feized  by  the  privateers  at  Demarara  arc 
droits  to  the  admiralty,  the  privateers  having  no  com- 
mifllon  to  take  them."  He  mentioned  alfo  the  furrender 
of  the  French  ifland  of  St.  Bartholomew  on  the  i6th. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  two  Dutch  colonies  of  Dema*' 
rara  and  Ifiequibo,  fenfible  of  their  defencelefs  fituation^ ,, 
had  already  made  a  tender  of  their  fubmiffion  to  th^' 
governor  of  Barbadoes,  requiring  no  other  terms  but  a' 
participation  of  thofe  which  had  been  granted  to  Eoftatia 
and  its  dependencies.     A  deputation  was  fent  to  adm  J 
Rodney  and  gen.  Vaughan  to  learn  what  were  thefc' 
terms.     The  deputies  found  that  the  colonifts  had  made 
an  improvident  dem.and,  as  in  efFe6b  the  terms  which' 
they  required  were,  that  they  might  be  defpoiled  of  all 
their  goods^  and  banifhed  from  their  habitations.     But' 
a  nice  line  of  diftindion  was  drawn,  between  the  honeftf 
and  good  properties  of  Dutchmen  inhabiting  the  con-''' 
tinent,  and  of  thofe  living  in  Euftatia :  and  the  conti-'' 
nental  coloniils  were  accordingly  fully  fecured  in  their' 
property,    and  had   every  indulgence  granted,  which 
could  have  beca  fairly  cxpcftci    However  tlieir  coun-' 

trymen^: 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION,  jg 

try  men,  the  Euftatlan  iflanders,  have  been  obliged  to  178U 
undergo  the  opprobrium,  of  having  the  atrocious  crime 
of  perfidioufnefs  pubUcly  charged  and  recorded  againil 
them  in  the  London  gazettes ;  and  therefore  of  being 
unworthy  of  any  degree  of  protedion,  much  lefs  of  in- 
dulgence. 

The  Dutch  war  prevented  the  fending  of  the  fecond 
French  naval  divifion  to  the  alTiftance  of  the  United 
States  of  America  as  at  firft  intended ;  and  put  the 
court  of  Verfailles  upon  the  plan  of  augmenting  their 
fleet  in  the  Weft  Indies,  fo  as  to  fecyre  it  a  fuperiority 
over  the  Britilh.  Accordingly  count  de  GrafTe  failed^ 
from  Breft  toward  the  end  of  March,  with  a  fleet  of  25  22* 
fail  of  the  line,  the  Sagittaire  of  54  guns>  6000  land 
forces,  and  a  prodigious  convoy,  amounting  to  between  2 
and  300  ihips ;  the  whole  compofing  one  of  the  largeft 
and  richeft  fleets  that  ever  failed  from  France,  Of  this 
formidable  armament^  five  fhips  of  the  line  under  Mr, 
de  Suffrein,  with  part  of  the  land  forces,  were  deftined 
for  the  Eaft  Indies  -,  with  a  view  likewife  of  intercept- 
ing commodore  Johnftone's  fquadron  and  convoy  ca 
their  way  j  the  laft  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  13th  ot 
the  fame  month,  in  company  with  the  Britifh  grand 
fleet  under  adm.  Darby, 

The  Eaft  India  company  received  advice,  about  the 
middle  of  April,  that  in  July  of  laft  year,  Hyder  Ally 
entered  the  Carnatic  in  different  places  -,  that  fome  of 
their  troops  were  afterward  attacked  and  defeated;  that 
Sir  Eyre  Coote  left  Calcutta  and  failed  with  a  reinforce-^ 
ment  to  Fort  St.  George,  where  he  arrived  the  5th  o£ 
November,  two  days  after  Arcot  had  furrendered  to 
Hyder.  Their  affairs  in  that  quarter  have  but  a  threat- 
ening 
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J7Si.  ening  afpei^  3  but  Sir  Eyre  is  attempting  all  in  his  pov/er 

to  retrieve  them. 
April  Mr.  John  Adams  prefented  to  their  high  mightinefles, 
^^*  the  flates  general  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low 
Countries,  a  memorial  dated  Ley  den,  April  19,  17  Bi, 
In  which  he  informed  them,  that  the  United  States  of 
America  had  lately  thought  fit  to  fend  him  a  comimiflion 
(with  full  powers  and  inilrudions)  to  confer  with  them 
concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  j  and  that 
th^Y  had  appointed  him  to  be  their  minifter  plenipoten- 
tiary to  refide  near  them.  Similar  information  was 
communicated  at  the  iame  time  to  the  fladtholder,  his 
ierene  highnefs  ihe  prince  of  Orange.  Mr.  Adams 
meant  to  conciliate  the  afFe6tions  of  all  parties ;  that  fo 
they  might  unite  in  fupporting  the  meafure  he  wifhed  to 
obtainr 


MMi 


LETTER      IV, 


Roxhuryy  Sept,  15,  178 1. 

T  ORD  Cornwallis  having  crolTed  the  Deep  river, 
^^^  gen.  Greene  refolved  on  carrying  the  war  without 
delay  into  South  Carolina;  thereby  to  oblige  the  enemy 
to  follow  him,  or  to  endanger  their  polls  in  that  ftate. 
He  expedled  that  if  the  former  took  place.  North  Caro- 
lina would  not  continue  the  feat  of  war  3  if  the  latter, 

thac 
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that  they  would  lofe  more  than  they  could  gain  in  thisi78i, 
lafl  Hate  ;  and  that  did  he  remain  in  it,  they  would  hold 
their  poiTeiTions  in  both.  He  difcharged  all  his  militia ; 
refrefhed  his  regular  troops ;  colledied  a  few  days  pro-  . 
vifion;  marched  on  the  5th  of  April  toward  Camden  3  ^, 
and  in  the  morning  of  the  20thj  encamped  at  Log- 
town  within  fight  of  tlie  enemy's  works.  On  this  march 
lieut.  col.  Lee,  with  his  partizan  legion,  was  detached 
to  join  gen.  Marion  with  a  few  volunteer  South  Carolina 
militia  on  a  fecret  expedition.  To  fecure  the  provifions 
that  grow  on  the  banks  of  the  San  tee  and  Congaree 
rivers,  the  Britifh  had  ere6led  a  chain  of  polls  in  their 
vicinity.  One  of  the  mofi  im.portant  was  on  Wright's- 
bluff,  and  called  Fort  Watfon.  To  the  furprife  of  the 
Britifh  it  v/as  clofely  invefled  on  the  15th.  Neither  Lee 
nor  Marion  had  any  other  means  of  annoyance  or  defence 
but  muflcetry.  The  ground  on  which  the  fort  ilood 
was  an  Indian  m.ount,  30  or  40  feet  high :  the  befiegers 
however  erefted,  in  a  few  days,  on  an  unufual  plan,  a 
work  much  higher.  From  thence  the  Am^erican  rifle- 
men fired  into  the  tc^rt  with  fuch  execution,  that  the  be- 
fieged  durfl:  not  fhov/  themfelves.  On  the  23d,  the  ^5' 
garrifon  of  114  men  furrendered  by  capitulation. 

Camden  was  covered  on  the  fouth  and  eaft  fides  by 
the  Wateree,  and  a  creek  which  empties  itfelf  into  that 
river:  on  the  weflern  and  northern  by  fix  ftrong  re- 
doubts. It  was  defended  by  lord  Rawdon  v/ith  about 
900  men.  The  American  army  confided  of  843  con- 
tinental infantry,  befide  56  cavalry  and  31  difmounted 
dragoons ;  together  with  254  North  Carolina  militia 
who  had  joined  them  by  the  25th.  It  was  unequal  to 
the  tafl^  of  carrying  the  place  by  florm,  as  alfo  of  com- 
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i78i.pletely  Invcfting  it.     On  the  2ifl  Greene  received  intel- 
ligence, that  lieut.  col.  Watfon,  who  had  made  an  in- 
ciirfion  to  Peedce,  was  on  his  return  to  Camden  with  4 
or  500  men :  upon  which  he  fent  his  baggage  and  artil- 
lery,  which  could  not  follow  him,   under  a  guard  of 
militia,  to  a  fecure  pofition,  and  threw  all  his  regular 
troops  below  the  town^,   where  appearances   indicated 
more  forcible  hollilities  againft  the  garrifon ;   and  fre- 
quent fl-drmifhes  evinced  the  enemy's  apprehenfions  of 
danger  upon  that  quarter :  but  the  principal  defign  of 
Greene,  to  intercept  Watfon;,  was  prevented  by  his  de- 
lay, and  a  report  of  his  having  croffed  the  Santee. 

On  the  24th  the  army  returned  to  the  north  fide  of  the 
town,  orders  being  previouHy  fent  for  the  artillery  and 
baggage  to  rejoin  it  at  Hobkirk's  hill,  about  a  mile 
from  Camden.  The  army  took  pofl  on  the  hill,  the 
better  to  improve  the  opportunity  that  any  fortie  might 
aiford ;  and  by  its  being  more  remote  than  the  pofition 
formerly  occupied,  to  imprefs  the  enemy  with  an  idea 
of  the  Americans  beginning  to  be  apprehenfive  of  their 
own  danger.  The  precaution  of  calling  the  rolls  often 
was  taken ;  notwitlillanding  which,  one  Jones,  a  drum- 
mer, eluded  the  attention  of  the  officers  and  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  guards,  and  got  fafe  into  town.  But  no- 
thing was  apprehended  from  that  circumftance,  as  the 
army  was  well  polled,  and  defired  nothing  more  than  a 
field  a6lion. 
April  On  the  morning  of  the  25th  this  order  was  ifTued 
^^'  — ^^  The  troops  are  to  be  furniflied  with  two  days  pro- 
vifion,  and  a  gill  of  fpirits  per  man  as  foon  as  the  ftores 
arrive."  The  provifions  were  iflued;  but  the  fpirits 
being  in  the  rear  of  the  baggage  train,  did  -not  arrive  at 

the 
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the  moment  when  they  were  moft  necefTary.  Lord  Raw-  ^l^^*- 
don  concluding  that  gen.  Greene  was  not  prepared  for  an 
aclion,  and  that  a  favorable  moment  offered,  marched 
out  to  attack  him.     The  Americans  were  cooking  their 
vi6luals5  and  Greene  was  at  breakfaft,  about  ten  o'clock, 
when  fome  of   his  advanced  fentinels,    half  a  mile  ia- 
front  of  the  camp,  fired  upon  the  van  of  the  Britifh. 
The  American  troops  were  foon  formed,  and  waited 
with  cheerful  countenances  the  approach  of  the  enemy : 
col.  O.  Williams  then  fode  to  head  quarters,  2  or  3C0 
yards  in  the  rear  of  the  line,  and  returned  before  they; 
engaged.     All  the  baggage,  as  is  cuilomary  in  general- 
a6lions,  was  ordered  off.     The  cavalry  (which  was  un- 
faddled  and  feeding,  on  the  firft  alarm)  v/as  now  ready; 
and  fo  certain  was  Greene  of  fuccefs,  that  without  the 
leaft   hefitation,   he   ordered  lieut.  col.  Wafliington  to 
turn  the  right  flank  of  the  Britifh^  and  to  charge  in 
their  rear.     By  this  time  the  fire  between  the  Britifh 
van,  and  the  American  light  infantry  picquets  became 
very  lively;  and  the  Maryland  troops  (who  had  been 
ordered  to  fit  down)  flood  up  and  made  ready.     The 
fecond  regiment,  being  on  the  left  of  the  line,  Vv'as  or- 
dered to  advance  and  attack  the  Britifh  on  their  right 
flank,  v/hich  was  done  by  lieut.  col.  Ford,  who  received 
a  mortal  wound  in  the  a6lion :  the  firfl  regiment,   com- 
manded by  col.  Gunby,  was  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy 
in  front.     The  two  Virginia  regim.ents  wei*e  o.'-dered  to 
a6t  in  a  fimilar  manner  upon  the  left  of  the  Britilh,  and 
were  led  on  by  Greene  in  perfon,  aided  by  gen.  Huger, 
lieut.  cols.  Campbell  and  Hawcs.     The  artillery  was 
well  polled  and  doing  great  execution,  and  a  fmall  body 
of  militia  was  coming  into   adion,    when   fuddenly  a 

G  2  number 
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1^81.  number  of  the  Americans  began  to  retire,  though  the 
danger  was  not  apparently  great,  and  every  body  feemed 
ignorant  of  the  caufe.  Col.  ¥/illiams  was  at  this  in- 
flant  near  the  centre  of  the  Maryland  brigade,  and  with 
the  affiftance  of  col.  Gunby  and  other  officers,  endea- 
voured to  rally  the  men.  They  halted  and  gave  a  few 
fires  i  but  could  not  be  brought  again  to  charge.  A 
general  retreat  took  place.  Wafliingtonj  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  order  given  him,  had  at  one  time  poflefTed 
himfelf  of  near  200  prifoners :  but  he  relinquifhed  the 
greateft  part  on  feeing  the  army  retire.  The  officers  he 
paroled  on  the  field  of  battle  i  and  then  collecting  his 
men,  wheeled  round,  made  his  own  retreat  good  with  the 
lofs  of  three  men,  and  carried  off  v/ith  him.  fifty  prifon- 
ers. The  fortune  of  the  day  was  irretrievable :  but 
Greene,  with  his  ufual  firmnefs,  infbantly  took  meafures 
to  prevent  Rawdon's  improving  the  fuccefs  he  had  ob- 
tained. The  retreat  was  conducled  v/ith  fuch  ordef  and 
deliberation,  that  mo^l  of  the  American  wounded,  all 
their  artillery  and  all  their  baggage,  were  fafely  carried 
off,  together  with  fix  royal  commiffioned  officers,  befide 
Wafhington's  prifoners.  The  action  was  continued  with 
intervals,  till  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  till  the 
Americans  had  retreated  about  four  miles ;  when  a  de- 
tachment of  the  infantry  and  cavalry,  under  Wafhing- 
ton,  were  ordered  to  advance  and  annoy  the  Britilh. 
The  York  volunteers,  a  handfome  corps  of  horfe,  being 
a  little  advanced  of  the  Britifli  infantry,  Walhington* 
with  great  intrepidity,  inftantly  charged  them,  killed  a 
number  and  difperfed  the  reft.  The  Britiffi  army,  with- 
out attempting  any  thing  further,  retired  to  Camden, 
and  Greene  encamped  the  Americans  about  five  miles 

from 
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from  their  former  pofition.  The  field  of  battle  was  oc-  ^l^i* 
cupied  only  by  the  dead.  The  lofs  of  the  Americans 
in  killed,  wounded  and  mifling,  was  264  *.  Among 
the  iirfl  was  capt.  Beatty  of  the  Maryland  line,  one 
of  the  befi  of  oiiicers,  and  an  ornament  to  his  pro- 
fefiion.     Many  of  the  miiTing  returned. 

The  next  day  Greene  in  general  orders  commended 
the  exertions  of  feveral  corps ;  but  implicitly  and  by 
filence  cenfured  the  infantry  of  the  battalions ;  which 
would  not  have  been  done  had  he  known  the  real  caufe 
of  their  apparent  mifcondu6l.  The  virtual  cenfure  was 
feverely  felt,  and  the  dilfatisfaclion  of  the  troops  upon 
the  occafion,  v/ho  faid  they  were  ordered  to  retire,  and 
the  complaints  of  many  of  the  officers  who  acknowledg- 
ed they  had  comm.unicated  fuch  orders,  at  length  pro- 
duced, at  the  inftance  of  col.  Gunby,  a  court  of  inquiry. 
It  then  appeared  that  Gunby  received  orders  to  advance 
and  charge  bayonets  without  firing :  this  order  v/as  in- 
ilantly  communicated  to  the  regiment ;  which  advanced 
cheerfully  for  fome  diflance,  when  a  firing  began  on  the 
right,  and  in  a  Hiort  time  became  general  through  the 
whole  regim.ent.  Soon  afcer,  two  of  the  right  hand 
companies  gave  way,  when  Gunby  ordered  the  other 
four  to  be  brought  off.  This  was  done,  and  they  join- 
ed Gunby  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  where  he  was  exert- 
ing himfelf  in  rallying  the  other  two  companies,  and  at 
length  effecled  it.  The  regiment  was  again  formed, 
and  gave  a  fire  or  two  as  above  related.  Greene  in  ge- 
neral  orders  pronounced  Gunby's  fpirit  and  adiivity  un- 
exceptionable i  but  his  order  for  the  regiment  to  retire 
f xtremely  im^proper  and  unmilitary  -,  and  declared  that 
f.  The  return  to  the  Board  of  War, 
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*7^''to  be  the  only  probable  caufe  why  they  did  not  obtaii^ 
a  complete  vic'cory. 

■^P^^J  On  the  :28th  gen.  Greene  thus  exprefTed  himfelf  in  a 
letter  to  tac  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne — "  This  diftrefTed 
country  I  am  fure  cannot  ftrucjcxje  much  ionp-er,  v/ith- 
out  more  effedlual  fupporr.  They  may  ftruggle  a  little 
while  longer^  but  they  muft  fall ;  and  I  fear  their  fall 
will  lay  a  train  to  fap  the  independence  of  the  reft  o{ 
America. — I  have,  agreeable  to  your  excellency's  advice, 
impreiled  the  ilates  all  in  my  power  with  a  fenfe  of  their 
clangers  but  they  have  not  the  means  to  make  the  ne- 
cefTary  exertions.— We  fight,  get  beaten,  rife  and  fight 
again.  The  whole  country  is  one  continued  fcene  of 
blood  and  (laughter."  On  the  ift  of  May  he  wTote  to 
the  iTiarquis  de  la  Fayette—"  You  may  depend  upon  it, 
that  nothing  can  equal  the  fufferings  of  our  little  army, 
but  their  merit.  Let  not  the  love  of  fame  get  the  bet- 
ter of  your  prudence  j  and  plunge  you  into  a  misfor- 
tune in  too  eager  a  purfuit  after  glory.  This  is  the  voice 
of  a  friend,  and  not  the  caution  of  a  general."  Capt, 
Smith  of  the  Am.ericans  was  deorived  of  the  common 
indulgence  allowed  to  prifoners,  on  a  charge  brought 
againft  him  by  deferters  from  Greene's  army,  of  mur- 
dering an  ofncer  and  three  privates  belonging  to  the 
guards  after  the  action  of  Guildford.  Gi'ecne  complain- 
ed of  it  to  lord  Rawdon  in  a  letter  of  May  she  3d,  and 
faid— "  Nothing  can  be  more  foreign  to  the  truth  than 
the  charge.  I  have  only  to  obferve  upon  it,  that  had 
fuch  a  charge  been  made  againft  any  of  your  officers, 
whom  the  fortune  of  war  had  thrown  into  our  handset 
before  I  fhould  have  treated  them  with  any  peculiar  marks 
pf  indignity,  I  ihould  tirft  have  made  the  inquiry,  and 
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!iad  the  fa6t  better  eftablifhed. — It  is  my  willi  that  the  '7^** 
war  fliould  be  conduced  upon  the  moll  liberal,  nati- 
onal and  generous  principles ;  but  I  will  never  fuffer  an 
indignity  or  injury  to  be  offered  to  our  officers  without 
retaliation." 

Soon  after  the  a6tion  v/lth  his  lordlhip,  Greene  know- 
ing  that  the  Britifh  garrifon  in  Camden  could  not  fubfift 
long  without  frefh  fupplies  from  Charlefiiown  or  the 
country,  detached  a  reinforcement  to  Marion  on  the  road 
to  Nelfon's  ferry  -,  and  on  the  3d  of  May  crofied  the  May 
Wateree,  and  took  occafionally  fuch  pofitions  as  would  2* 
moil  efFe61:ually  prevent  fuccours  from  going  into  the 
town  from  that  quarter.  On  the  4th  he  wrote  to  gover- 
nor Reed  of  Pennfylvania — ^^  Thofe  whofe  true  intereil 
it  was  to  have  informed  congrefs  and  the  people  to  the 
northward  with  the  real  (late  of  things,  have  joined  in 
the  deception,  and  m. agnized  the  ftrength  and  refources 
of  this  country  infinitely  above  their  ability.  Many  of 
thofe  who  adhere  to  our  party,  are  fo  fond  of  pleafure, 
that  they  cannot  think  of  making  the  necelTary  facrifices 
to  fupport  the  revolution.  There  are  many  good  and 
virtuous  people  to  the  fouthv;ard ;  but  they  cannot  ani- 
mate the  inhabitants  in  general,  as  you  can  to  the  north- 
ward.—When  ruin  appears  to  approach  any  llate,  they 
are  alarmed  and  begin  to  think  of  exerting  themfelves ; 
but  its  approach  no  fooner  receives  a  check,  than  they 
fmk  back  into  a  carelefs  inattention. — Vi^rginia  has  ex- 
erted herfeif  in  giving  a  tern. porary  fupport  to  the  army  ^ 
but  her  plealure  and  her  policy  prevent  her  giving  us 
fuch  permanent  aid,  as  lier  fbrength  and  refources  are 
capable  of  affording.— -Maryland  has  done  nothing,  nor 
on  I  h^ar  of  any  exertions  there  equal  to  x\\q  emergency 

G  4  tf 
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j78i.of  war.- — Delaware  has  not  aniwered  my  letters. — Thefe 
ftates  have  few  men  here,  and  thole  they  have  are  daily 
difcharged. — North  Carolina  has  got  next  to  no  regu- 
lars in  the  fieldj  and  few  militia;,  and  thefe  the  worft  in 
the  worlds  for  they  have  neither  pride  nor  principle  to  •' 
bind  them  to  any  party,  or  to  a  difcharge  of  their  duty. 
—Generals  Marion  and  Sumpter    have  a    few  people 
who  adhere  to  them,  perhaps  mxore  n'om  a  defire  and  the 
opportunity  of  plundering,    than   from    any  inclination 
to  promote  the  independence  of  the  United  States. — I 
have  been  playing  the  m.ofl  hazardous  game  to  keep  up 
appearances  in  this  quarter,  until  more  efiedlual  fupport 
could  be  afforded.     But  our  number  is  reduced  to  a 
mere  fhadow. — The  war  to  the  northward  is  nothing. 
It  is  a  plain  bufmefs.     Here  the  war  rages  like  a  fire; 
and  the  enterprife  and  afiivity  of  the  enemy  almoil  ex- 
ceed belief.     I  have  run  every  riik  and  hazard,  and  find 
the  difhcukies  thicken  upon  me  daily ;  and  you  know 
I  am  not  of  a   defponding  fpirit  or  idle  temper. — If 
our  good  friends  the  French  cannot  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  fave  thefe  finking   flates,    they  muft  and  will  fall. 
Here  we  are  contending  with  more  than  five  times  our 
number,  and  among  a  people  much   m.ore  in  the  ene- 
my's intereft  than  ours."     Greene  complains  in  this  let- 
ter of  the  Marylanders ;  but  they  had  raifed  500  regu- 
lars, who  might  have  joined  him   in  April,  if  proper 
pains  liad  been  taken  by  the  executive  power. 

On  the  yth  of  May  lord  Rawdon  received  a  confider- 
able  reinforcement  by  the  arrival  of  the  detachment  un- 
der Watfon.  With  this  increafe  of  fhrength  he  attempt- 
ed the  next  day  to  compel  gen.  Greene  to  another  ac- 
tion^ which  he  found  to  be  im.praclicable.  Failing  in 
I  his 
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his  defign  he  returned  to  Camden;  and  on  the  loth  ^J^i* 
burned  the  jail,  mills,  many  private  houfes,  and  a  great  iJ^ 
deal  of  his  own  baggage.  He  then  evacuated  the  pod, 
and  retired  with  his  whole  arm.y  to  the  fouth  of  the 
Santee,  leaving  about  30  of  his  own  fick  and  wounded, 
and  as  many  of  the  Americans.  Greene's  return  to  the 
fouthward  being  unexpe6led,  the  ftores  of  the  garrifon 
were  not  provided  for  a  fiege ;  but  the  evacuation  was 
haftened,  as  Greene  apprehended,  from  an  alarm  that 
a  meafure  of  his  had  given  them.  "While  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Camden,  he  hanged  in  one  day  eight  fol- 
diers,  who  had  deferted  from  his  armiy,  and  were  afterr 
ward  taken  prifoners.  This  execution,  according  to  the 
information  given  him,  almofl:  bred  a  mutiny  in  the 
garrifon,  which  v/as  comipofed  very  much  of  deferters. 
It  had  a  fbrong  effecl:  on  his  own  troops,  from  whom 
there  was  no  defertion  for  three  months.  Rawdon  had 
the  honor  of  faving  his  m.en,  though  he  loft  the  poft, 
the  country,  and  the  confidence  of  the  tories.  He  of- 
fered every  affiftance  in  his  power  to  the  friends  of  Bri- 
tifh  government  v^ho  would  accompany  him,  which  was 
the  choice  of  feverai  flimilies. 

The  evacuation  of  Camden  animated  the  friends  of 
cono-refs,  and  dailv  increafed  their  numbers ;  v/hile  the 
Bridlh  polls  fell  in  quick  fucceffion.  The  day  after 
the  evacuation,  the  garrifon  of  Orangeburgh,  confifting 
of  70  Britifli  mihtia  and  12  regulars,  furrendered-  to 
Sumpter.  Marion  and  Lee,  after  the  capture  of  fort 
Watfon,  crolTed  the  Santee  and  moved  up  to  fort  Motte, 
which  lies  above  the  Fork  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Con- 
garee,  where  they  arrived  on  the  8th  of  May.  The 
Britifh  had  built  their  works  round  Mrs.  Motte's  dwel- 
ling 
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17^'* ling  houfe,  which  occafioned  her  moving  to  a  neigh- 
bouring hut.  She  was  informed  that  firing  the  houfe 
v/as  the  eafieft  mode  of  reducing  the  garrifon  :  upon 
that  fhe  prefented  the  befiegers  with  a  quiver  of  African 
arrows,  to  be  employed  in  the  fervice.  Skev/ers  armed 
with  combuftible  materials  were  alfo  ufed,  and  with 
more  effedt.  Succefs  foon  crowned  thefe  experiments, 
and  her  joy  was  inexpreflible  upon  finding  that  the  re- 
du6lion  of  the  pofh  had  been  expedited,  though  at  the 
expence  of  her  property.  The  firing  of  her  houfe  com- 
^  pelled  the  garrifon  of  165  m.en,  to  furrender  at  difcre- 

12.  tion  on  the  12th,  after  a  brave  defence.  Tv/o  days 
after,  the  Britifh  evacuated  their  pofc  at  Nelfon's  ferry. 
i^.  On  the  15th,  fort  Granby,  about  ^o  miles  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  fort  Motte,  was  reduced.  The  preceding  night 
Lee  eredled  a  battery  within  600  yards  of  its  out-v/orks, 
on  which  he  m.ounted  a  fix  pounder  haftily  brought  from 
fort  Motte.  After  the  third  difcharge  from  this  field 
piece,  major  Maxwxll  capitulated.  His  force  confifbed 
of  352  men,  a  great  part  royal  millitia.  Very  advan-r 
tageous  terms  were  given  them,  in  confequence  of  in- 
formation that  lord  Rawdon  was  marching  to  their  re- 
lief. They  had  the  offer  of  fecurity  to  their  baggage, 
in  which  was  included  an  immenfe  quantity  of  plunder. 
This  hallened  the  furrender.  The  American  militia 
were  miuch  difguded,  that  the  garrifon  was  fo  favored. 
They  indicated  an  inclination  for  breaking  the  capitula- 
tion, and  killing  the  prifoners.  When  Greene  heard  of 
it,  he  folemnly  declared  that  he  would  put  to  death  any 
one  that  fliould  be  guilty  of  fo  doing. 

The  day  after  the  furrender  of  fort  Granby,  Lee  be-r 
gan  hi^  march  to  join  Pickens,  v/ho  with  a  body  of 

ipiliti«v 
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rnilitia  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Augufta ;  and  in  ^7^^- 
four  days  completed  it.  On  the  21  ft,  the  Bricifn  poft  ^'-'^ 
at  Silver  Bluff,  called  fort  Dreadnought;,  with  fix  cona- 
rniffioned  officers  and  70  ftaff,  non-commiffioned  and 
privates,  befide  a  field  piece  and  a  large  quantity  of 
ftores,  furrendered  to  a  detachnnent  of  the  legion  under 
capt.  Rudolph.  Pickens  and  Lee  had  for  their  objed: 
the  redu6lion  of  fort  Cornwallis  at  Augufta^  where  coi. 
Brown  commanded.  The  approaches  were  conduced 
with  judgment  and  rapidity ;  but  no  advantage  could 
be  gained  over  the  brave  and  vigilant  Brown.  In  the 
courie  of  the  nege,  feveral  batteries  were  ere6ted  which 
overlooked  the  fort.  From  thefe  the  American  riflemen 
fhot  into  the  infide  of  the  works  with  fuccefs.  The 
p-arrifon  buried  themfelves  in  a  o^reat  m.eafure  un- 
der  ground;  and  obftinately  refufed  to  furrender,  till 
every  man  who  attempted  to  fire  upon  the  befiegers  was 
inftantly  fhot  down.  On  the  5th  of  June,  the  fort  with 
about  300  men  furrendered  by  capitulation.  The 
Americans  had  about  40  killed  and  wounded  during  the 
fiege.  Lieut,  col.  Grierfon,  who  was  greatly  obnoxious 
to  them,  was  after  the  furrendcr  put  to  death  by  fome 
unfeen  m.arkfman.  A  reward  of  a  hundred  guineas  was 
offered  for  the  perpetrator  of  this  perfidious  deed,  who 
notwithftandins;  remained  undifcovered.  Brown  would 
probably  have  fhared  a  fimilar  fate,  had  not  his  con- 
querors furniihed  him  with  an  efcort  to  the  royal  garri- 
fon  in  Savannah  ;  for  on  his  way  he  had  to  pafs  through 
the  inhabitants  whofe  houfes  he  had  burned,  whofe  re- 
lations he  had  hanged,  and  fome  of  whofe  fellow  citi- 
zens he  had  delivered  to  the  IndianSj  from  v/hofe  hands 
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'T^^'they  iuPrercd  all  the  tortures,  which  favagenels  has  con- 
trived to  give  poignancy  to  the  pains  of  death. 

General  Greene,  the  mean  while,  had  proceeded  with 
the  main  army  to  Ninety  Six,  v^hich  v/as  of  more  con- 
iequence  than  the  other  polls,  and  was  defended  by  a  con- 
(iderable  force  under  the  command  of  lieut.   col.  Cru- 

"22*  gci'*  Greene  arrived  before  the  town  on  the  2  2d  of 
May,  and  tvv'o  days  after  opened  his  nrft  batteries.  The 
approaches  were  carried  on  v/ith-  unremitting  affiduity, 
day  and  night.  Greene's  regular  force  was  fomewhat 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  garrilbn  *.  The  militia  in  that 
diftridt  abated  their  habitual  ardor  for  dcftroying  each 
other,  and  waited  the  event  of  the  fiege.  The  Ameri- 
cans not  finding  the  aid  they  expected  from  them ;  but 
on  the  contrary  being  obliged  to  fend  large  convoys 
%vith  the  waggons,  that  went  only  a  few  miles  from  camp 
for  provifions  or  forage,  the  bufinefs  became  extremely 
irkfom.e,  and  the  event  dubious :  however  the  fiege  was 
profecuted  with  indefatigable  induftry.  The  garrifon 
defended  themfelves  with  fpirit  and  addrefsi  and  fre- 
quent rencounters  happened  with  various  fuccefs.   Rifle-. 

'^  Mr.  M'Kenzie  in  his  llriclures  on  Tarleton's  hiftory  fays,  the 
American  army  amounted  to  upward  of  four  thoufand  men — p.  146. 
The  American  deputy  adjutant  general,  col.  O.  Williams,  Hated  them 
thus  in  his  return,  prefent  fit  for  duty,  rank  and  file,  Maryland  bri- 
gade 427,  Virginia  ditto  431,  North  Carolina  battalion  66,  Dela- 
ware ditto  60,  in  all  984 ;  and  made  no  mention  of  militia,  Mr. 
M'Kenzie  ilates  the  garrifon  at  about  150  men  of  Delancey's  battalion, 
zoo  Jerfey  volunteers,  and  about  200  loyal  militia,  in  all  550,  if 
full,  and  no  more  than  about  the  number  fpecified.  But  if  a  miftake 
m  the  account  of  the  garrifon,  any  wife  fimilar  to  that  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  has  been  committed,  the  difproportion  between  both  mult 
be  much  greater,  than  that  of  550  and  984* 
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men  were  employed  on  both  fides,  who  imnnedlately  ^7^'* 
levelled  at  every  perfon  that  appeared  in  (ight,  and  fel- 
dom  miffed  their  objed.  The  additional  force  of  Lee's 
legion  after  the  furrender  of  fort  Cornwahis,  was  highly 
feafonable ;  as  moft  of  the  American  militia  had  with- 
drawn, either  to  carry  home  their  plunder,  or  to  fecure 
their  families  from  the  ravages  of  the  royalifts,  who 
began  to  get  rid  of  their  apprehenfions,  on  a  report 
that  a  large  reinforcement  from  Europe  had  arrived  at 
Charleilown,  and  that  lord  Rawdon  was  marching  to  the 
relief  of  Ninety  Six. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  a  fleet  arrived  from  Ireland,  hav- June 
ing  on  board  the  3d,  19th,  and  30th  Britilh  regiments,  ^' 
a  detachment  from  the  guards,  and  a  confiderable  body 
of  recruits,  the  whole  commanded  by  lieut.  col.  Gould, 
This  was  a  feafonable  arrival  -,  for  the  royal  army  had 
loft  a  number  of  brave  officers  and  foldiers,  through 
the  fudden  and  unexpe6led  attack  of  the  Americans 
upon  their  detached  polls  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. On  the  7th,  Rawdon  marched  from  Charleftown 
with  a  number  of  thefe  newly  arrived  troops,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  garrifon  at  Ninety  Six.  Great  were  the  dif- 
ficulties they  had  to  encounter,  in  rapidly  m, arching  un- 
der the  rage  of  a  burning  fun  through  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  South  Carolina  j  but  much  greater  was  their  af- 
tonifhment,  when  they  were  told,  that  their  fervices  in 
the  field  were  neceffary  to  oppofe  the  yet  uniubdued  re- 
bels in  the  province.  They  had  been  amufed  with 
hopes,  that  nothing  remained  for  them  to  do,  but  to 
fit  down  as  fettlers  on  the  forfeited  lands  of  a  conquer- 
ed country.  General  Greene's  army  had  advanced  their 
approaches  very  near  that  critical  point,  after  which  fijr- 

ther 
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«7^''ther  refiftance  would  have  been  temerity.  At  this  Iii- 
terefting  moment,  intelligence  was  received,  that  lord 
Rawdon  was  nigh  at  hand,  with  a  reinforcement  of  at 
lead  1700  foot,  and  150  horfe.  An  American  lady, 
lately  married  to  an  officer  in  the  garrifon,  had  been 
prevailed  upon  by  a  large  fum  of  money  to  convey  a 
letter  to  Cruger,  with  the  nev/s  of  their  approach.  At- 
tempts had  been  made  to  retard  their  march,  but  with- 
out the  defired  elred.  Their  vicinity  made  it  necellary 
either  to  raife  the  fiege,  or  make  a  bold  attempt  for  the 
reduftion  of  the  place.  The  American  army  was  eager 
for  this  effort,  in  which  every  one  knew  and  defpifed 
the  danger.  But  Greene  confidered  the  confequences 
of  a  repulfe,  and  inftead  of  a  general  affault,  ordered 

June  the  batteries  to  be  well  manned  and  a  furious  cannonade 
^  to  comxmence,  while  the  troops  lined  the  trenches  and 
parallel  lines  with  all  the  appearances  of  a  miCditated 
coup-de-mxain.  One  of  the  redoubts  was  quickly  aban- 
doned, and  Lee's  light  infantry  took  poffeflion  of  it. 
Immediately  afterward,  a  fele6l  party  from  the  Mary- 
land brigade  under  lieut.  Duval,  and  another  from  the 
Virginia  brigade  under  lieut.  Selden,  followed  by  a  num- 
ber of  pioneers  provided  with  entrenching  tools  and  ' 
grapples,  entered  the  ditch  of  the  ftrongefl  work  called 
the  Star  fort,  and  endeavoured  to  pull  down  the  fand 
bags  and  to  make  a  lodgment.  The  ailonifhment  of 
the  enemy  at  firft  made  their  oppofition  feeble ;  but  the 
ilrength  of  their  works  requiring  much  time  to  reduce 
them,  fome  of  their  troops  who  had  abandoned  the  poft  ' 
were  brought  back  to  its  defence,  and  parties  were  thrown 
into  the  ditch  to,  charge  the  Americans  on  each  flank, 
who  were  repulfed  with  lofs,    and  then  fucceeded  by 

others 
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Others  that  fuftered  aifo,  while  thofe  withia  fought  en-j^gi^ 
tirely  under  cover.  The  American  parties  in  the  ditch 
were  enfiladed  and  galled  exceedingly  by  the  fire  from 
the  flank  angles  of  their  fort.  The  enterprife  however 
was  not  foon  relinquifhed.  Expofed  as  they  were,  with 
their  nofes  almoft  touching  the  muzzles  of  the  enemy's 
mufketry,  flanked  on  both  fldes,  and  fighting  foot  to 
foot,  they  bravely  maintained  pofTefTion  of  the  ditch, 
and  vigoroufly  urged  the  daring  defign,  till  tliey  were 
ordered  to  retire.  The  confiicl  continued  near  an  hour, 
when  Greene  obferving  that  every  thing  had  been  at- 
tem.pted  which  could  promife  fuccefs,  diredted  the  fur- 
viving  aflailants  to  be  called  off.  About  one  third  fell 
in  the  ditch,  and  near  as  many  were  brought  off  wound- 
ed. Duval  and  Selden  were  both  wounded.  Durino: 
the  attack,  the  ifl  iVIaryland  regiment,  commanded  by 
capt.  Eenfon  (which  was  to  fuftain  the  advanced  parties 
in  cafe  they  penetrated  the  fort)  mianned  the  advanced 
parallel  line,  and  both  lines  of  approach,  which  were 
within  a  few  feet  of  die  enemy's  works.  The  ofRcers 
could  not  be  at  once  neighbours  and  ftrangers  to  dan- 
ger. They  frequently  obferved  the  fituation  of  affairs, 
and  fomenmes  ordered  their  foldiers  to  rife  up  and  fire 
over  the  heads  of  their  companions,  to  prevent  the  ene- 
my from  looking  and  firing  over  their  fand  bags.  Capt. 
Armilrong  received  a  ball  through  the  head,  and  caor. 
Benfon  a  very  dangerous  wound  through  the  left  flioulder 
and  neck.  Rav/don's  near  approach  obliged  Greene  to 
raife  the  fiege  on  the  evening  of  the  19th,  after  having 
loll,  fmce  the  2 2d  of  May,  about  150  men  in  killed. 


wounded  and  ixiifTKiR, 


It 
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1 781.      It  was  a  mortifying  circumflance  to  the  Americans, 

to  be  obliged  to  abandon  the  fiege,  v/hen  in  the  grafp 

of  vidory — to  be  compelled^  when  nearly  mailers  of 

the  whole  country,  to  retreat  to  its  extremity.     On  this 

fudden  turn  of  affairs,  Greene  was  advifed  by  fome  per- 

fons  to  leave  the  flate,  and  retire  with  his  remaining 

force  to  Virginia.     To  fuch  fuggeftions  he  nobly  an- 

fwered — "  I  will  recover  the  country,  or  die  in  the  at- 
June 
20,     tempt.'*     On  the  2cth,  the  American  army  crolTed  the 

Saluda  and  retired  toward  Broad  river.     Thev  reached 
the  Enoree  on  the  24th.     Thus  far  lord  Rawdon  pur- 
fued  them  i  when  finding  it  impoffible  to  overtake  them, 
he  faced  about  and  returned.     He  confoled  himfelf  with 
the  appreheniion  that  they  were  gone  to  North  Carolina 
or  Virginia.  But  they  halted  and  refreflied  themfelves  near 
the  Crofs  roads,  till  Greene  was  informed,  that  his  lord- 
fhip  with  about  half  his  army  was  marching   to  the 
Congaree.     Upon  this  the  American  invalids  and  heavy 
baggage  filed  off  tov;ard  Camden,  and  all  the  effeftive 
infantry  marched  by  way  of  Wynfborough  to  meet  his 
lordfhip  at  fort  Granby.     The  cavalry  was  previoufly 
detached  to  watch  his  motions ;  and  did  it  fo  eiFe6lu al- 
ly, that  a  part  of  them  charged  and  took  a  captain,  a 
lieutenant,  a  cornet,  and  45  privates  of  the  Britifli  dra- 
goons, with  all  their  horfes  and  accoutrements,  one  mile 
July   from  their  encampment.     The  day  following,  the  4th 
4-'      of  July,  his  lordfhip  marched  from  the  Congaree  to 
Orangeburgh,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  3d  regiment 
under  lieut.  col.  Stewart,  with  a  convoy  of  provifions. 
Greene,  after  collefting  the  militia  under  Sumpter  and 
Marion,  and  attaching  them  to  the  continentals,  offered 
12,     him  battle  on  the  12th.     His  lordlhioj^  fecure  in  his 

flrongj 
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{trong  pofition,  would  not  venture  out,  and  Greene  v/as  'V^'* 
too  weak  to  attack  him  with  any  profpedt  of  fuccefs. 
Advice  being  received  that  Crugcr  had  evacuated  Ninety 
S'lXj  and  v/as  marching  v/ith  his  troops  to  join  Rawdon, 
Greene  ordered  the  Americans  to  retire  about  feven  miles 
that  evening.  The  next  day  the  cavalry  of  the  legion, 
the  ftate  troops  and  militia  were  detached  to  make  a di- 
verfion  toward  Chcvrleftown,  and  the  reft  of  the  army 
was  ordered  to  the  High-Hills  of  Santee.  The  fame 
day  Rawdon  and  Cruger  formed  a  jundlion.  A  few 
days  after,  his  lordfhip  left  Orangeburgh  with  a  con- 
fiderable  detachment  and  a  great  number  of  waggons, 
and  marched  to  Charleflown.  His  lordfhip  intends  re- 
turning to  Great  Britain.  His  ill  ftate  of  health  will 
fully  juftify  his  ufing  that  leave  of  abfence  which  has 
been  granted;  while  the  nature  of  the  fervice  in  the  Ca- 
rolinas  can  be  no  inducement  for  him  to  remain. 

The  evacuation  of  Camden  having  been  partly  ef- 
feuled  by  ftriking  at  the  pofts  belov/,  Greene  was  for 
trying  hov/  far  the  like  meafure  might  induce  the  Bri- 
tifh  to  leave  Orangeburgh.  The  detachm.ent  was  fenc 
off  to  Monk's  Corner  and  Dorchefter,  and  moved  dawn 
by  different  roads ;  in  three  days  th^y  commenced  their 
operations.  Lee  took  all  the  waggons  and  waggon 
hGf  fcs  belonging  to  a  convoy  of  provilions.  Lieut,  col. 
Wade  Hampton,  with  the  fete  cavalry,  charged  a  party 
of  Britiih  dragoons  within  five  miles  of  Charleftown. 
He  alfo  took  50  prifoners  at  Strawberry  ferry,  and 
burned  four  veffels  loaded  with  valuable  ftores  for  the 
Britifti  army.  Sumpter  appeared  before  the  garrifon  at 
Biggin's  church,  confifting  of  500  infantry  and  upward 
of  100  cavalry.      Lieut,  col.  Coates  who  coipmanded 

\\>L.  ly.  H  ih^rcy 
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'7^'»  there,  after  repnlfing  Sumpter's  advanced  party,  on  the 
next  evening  defiroyed  his  {lores  and  retreated  toward 
Charlefcown.  He  was  cloiely  purfued  by  Lee's  legion 
and  Hampton's  ilate  cavalry.  The  legion  came  up 
with  them,  and  took  their  rear  guard  and  all  their  bag- 
gage. Sumpter  and  Marion  came  up  with  the  main 
body  after  fome  hours ;  but  by  this  time  the  Britifh 
had  fecured  themfelves  by  taking  an  advantageous  poll 
in  a  range  of  houfes.  An  attack  was  however  made, 
and  continued  Vv^ith  fpirit  till  upward  of  40  were  killed 
or  wounded  by  the  fire  from  the  houfes.  The  Britifh 
loft  in  thefe  different  engagements  140  prifoners,  befide 
feveral  killed  and  wounded,  all  the  baggage  of  the  19th 
regiment,  and  above  100  horfes  and  feveral  waggons. 

July  General  Greene  with  the  main  army  reached  the  High 
•  Hills  of  Santee  on  the  i6th  of  July,  and  there  repofed 
them  till  the  22d  of  Augufb.  '  'Jn  a  letter  from  thence 
of  the  8th  of  Augud,  to  a  friend  at  Pliiladelphia,  he 
thus  expreiTed  himfelf— -"  Gen.  'Gates  left  this  country 
under  a  heavy  load ;  and  I  can  affure  you  he  did  not 
deferve  it.  If  he  was  to  be  blamed  for  any  thing  at  all, 
it  was  for  fighting,  not  for  what  he  did,  or  did  not  do, 
in  or  after  the  adtion.  I  have  been  upon  the  ground 
where  he  was  defeated,  and  think  it  was  well  chofen, 
and  the  troops  properly  drawn  up ;  and  had  he  halted 
after  the  defeat  at  Charlotte,  without  doing  the  leaft 
thing,  I  am  perfaaded  there  would  have  been  as  litde 
murmuring  upon  that  occauon,  as  in  any  inflance  what- 
ever, where  the  pubhc  mxcet  with  a  misfortune  of  equal 
magnitude.  I  think  the  order  of  congrefs  for  an  in- 
quiry was  premature,  and  am  confident  he  will  acquit 
him-felf  with  honor,    whenever  he  is  brought  to  trial. 

But 
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But  if  I  could  have  my  wlHi,  he  fliould   be  acquitted  H^i. 
without  an  inquiry,  unlefs  he  chofe  it  himfelf." 

That  you  may  form  a  clearer  conception  of  the  m/i- 
feries  attending  the  war  in  South  Carolina,  you  are  pre- 
Tented  with   a  few  extracts  from   gen.  Greene's  letters. 
While  before  Ninety  Six  he  wrote  to  col.  Davies,  the 
23d  of  May— ^*^  The  animofity  between-  the  whigs  and 
tories  of  this  ftate  renders  their  fituation  truly  deplor- 
able.    There  is  not  a  day  paiTes,  but  there  are  m^ore  or 
lefs  who  fall  a  lacrifice  to  this  favagc  difpofition.     The 
whigs  feem.  determined  to  extirpate  the  tories,  and  the 
tories  the  whigs.     Some  thoufands  have  fillen  in  this 
way  in  this  quarter,  and  the  evil  rages  with  more  vio- 
lence than  ever.     If  a  flop  cannot  be  foon  put  to  thefe 
maflacres,  the  country  will  be  depopulated  in  a  few 
months  more,  as  neither  whig  nor  tory  can  live."   Thus 
without  charging,  he  rebuked  Davies  for  a  crime   of 
which  he  was  wofuUy  guilty,  and  advifed  him  to  a  bet- 
ter condu6l.      Weighty  rcafons,  though   not  a  fimilar 
one,  induced  Greene  to  write  to  Pickens,  on  the  5th  of 
June — ^^  The  inhabitants  near  Parker's  ford  on  the  Saluda, 
are  in  great  diflrefs  from  the  favage  conduct  of  a  party 
of  men  belonging  to  col.  Hammond's  regimient.     This 
party  plunders  without    mercy,    and   murders  the  de- 
fencelefs  people,  juft  as  private  pique,  prejudice  or  per- 
fonal  refentments  didate.      Principles  of  humjanity   as 
well  as  policy  require,  that  proper  micafurcs  fiioukl  be 
immediately  taken   to  reflrain  thefe  abufes,  heal  diffe- 
rences, and  unite  the  people  as  much  as  pofTible.     No 
violence  fliould  be  ofTered  to  any  of  the    inhabitants, 
unlefs  found  in  arms.     The  idea  of  extermiinating  the 
tories  is  no  lefs  bai'barous  than  impolitic.     I  hope  you 

n  2  will 
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J78i»wili  exert  yourfelf  to  bring  over  the  tories  to  our  inter- 
eft,  and  check  the  growing  enormities  which  prevail 
among  the  whigs,  in  plundering  as  private  avarice  or  a 
bloody  difpodtion  ilimulates  them.'*     July  the  joth,  the 
general  thus  exprefTed  himfelf  to  the  lame  perfon-*-^'  I 
am  exceedingly  diftrefTed^  that  the  praftice  of  plunder- 
ing ilill  continues  to  rage.     If  a  check  is  not  put  to 
this  fatal  pra^lice,  the  inhabitants  will  think  their  mife- 
ries  rather  increafed  than  lefiened."     While  Greene  re- 
mained on  the  Fligh  Hills  of  Santee,  he  received  from 
the  prefident  of  congrefs,  Mr.  M'Kean,  the  following 
extracts  from  letters  of  lord  George  Germaine. — To 
the  commillioners  for  reftoring   peace.     ^^  March  the  i 
7th,  Your  declaration  of  the  29th  of  Decemiber,  v/ill  I 
truft  be  productive  of  good  efFeds.     The  narrow  limits 
to  which  you  have  reduced  your  exceptions,  and  the 
generality  of  the  aiTurance  you  have  given  of  reilora- 
tion  of  the  former  conilitutions  v/ere,  I  doubt  not,  well 
coniidered,  and  judged  necclTary  and  expedient :  but  as 
there  are  many  things  in  the  conilitutions  of  fome  of 
the  colonies,  and  fome  things  in  allj,  which  the  people 
have  always  wiflred  to  be  altered,  and  others  which  the 
comimqn  advantages  of  both  countries  require  to  be 
changed,  it  is   neceffary  to   be  attentive^    that  neither 
your  acts  nor  declarations  preclude   any  difquifition  of 
iuch  fubjefts  or  prevent  fuch  alterations  being  m.ade  in 
their  conftitution  as  the  people  may  folicit  or  confent  to/* 
[Thus  it  appears  that  the  miniftry  meant  that  the  com- 
milTicncrs  Ihould  be  fo  guarded  in  their  a6ls  and  decla- 
rations, as  that  the  American  conftitutipns  might  not 
obtain  from  the  fame,  liability  and  permanency.] — To 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,     *^  February  the  7th.   It  gave  his 
w.  ?^ajefly 
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inajefty  fatisfadlion  to  find  you  had  determined  to  replace  1781. 
gen.  Leflie's  detachment  in  Elizabeth  river,  by  one  un- 
der gen.  Arnold,  with  pofitive  orders  to  ellablifh  a  per- 
manent poft  there." — To  Sir  H.  Clinton.  "  March 
the  7th.  It  is  a  pleafing,  though  at  the  fame  time  a  mor- 
tifying refle6lion,  which  arifes  from  the  view  of  the  re- 
turn of  the  provincial  forces  you  have  tranfmitted,  that 
the  American  levies  in  the  king's  fervice  are  more  in 
number,  than  the  whole  of  the  inlifted  troops  in  the  fer- 
vice of  the  congrefs.  I  hope  in  the  courfe  of  the  fum- 
mer,  the  admiral  and  you  v/ill  be  able  to  fpare  a  force 
fufficient  to  effect  an  eftablifhment  at  Cafco  Bay,  and  re- 
duce that  country  to  the  king's  obedience.  As  the  ex- 
changes (as  it  appears  from  Mr.  Walliington's  lad  letter 
to  you)  will  not  be  carried  on  further,  the  meafure  of  in- 
lifting  your  prifoners  for  fervice  in  the  Weft  Indies  (hould 
be  adopted  immediately,  and  indeed  fuch  has  been  the 
mortality  of  the  troops  there  from  ficknefs,  that  I  do 
not  fee  any  other  means  of  recruiting  them. — The  pre- 
valency  of  wefterly  winds  thefe  laft  two  months  has 
prevented  the  Warwick  and  Solebay,  with  their  con- 
voy, from  getting  fjrther  than  Plymouth,  where  they 
are  all  detained."  The  prefident  wrote  in  his  letter  of 
July  the  17th,  v/hich  accompanied  the  above  extra6ts— 
"  It  further  appears  from  thefe  letters,  that  Arnold  has 
received  bills  of  exchange  for  five  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
ling  on  London,  which  have  been  paid,  and  the  money 
invefted  in  the  ftocks.  This  was  probably  the  certain 
reward,  the  reft  may  have  been  eventual  Congrefs 
are  poftefied  of  the  originals."  The  follov.'ing  of  May 
the  22d,  is  thought  alfo  to  have  been  fent  to  Greene  by 
s  member  of  congrefs—^'  Congrefs  this  day  received  a 
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i78i.iT!ofl:  afTcctionate  and  friendly  letter  from  the  king  of 
France.  He  gives  us  every  aHurance  of  the  moil  Tub- 
ftantial  aid,  as  far  as  his  abilities  and  the  exigencies  of 
his  affairs  in  Europe  will  adm.it.  He  fpeaks  in  the  mod 
tender  and  feeling  manner  on  the  diftreffing  fituation  of 
our  affairs ;  and  fays,  he  will  rifle  embarrafTing  his  owa 
affairs  in  order  to  afford  us  fome  relief.'' 

After  lord  Rawclon's  return  to  Charleflown  an  affair 
took  place,  which  has  roufed  the  indignation  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  may  receive  a  fairer  difcuffion  in  fome  fu- 
ture period,  when  impartiality  fhall  be  more  prevalent 
than  at  prefent.  The  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  fo  far  as  it  has  comie  to  my  knowledge,  fhall  be 
now  laid  before  you.  During  the  fiege  of  Charleflown, 
col.  Hayne  ferved  his  country  in  a  corps  of  militia  horfe. 
After  the  capitulation,  no  alternative  was  left  but  either 
to  abandon  his  family  and  property,  or  to  furrender  to 
tfie  conquerors.  He  concluded  that  inftead  of  waiting 
to  be  captured,  it  would  be  both  more  fafe  and  more 
honorable  to  go  widun  the  Bridfh  lines>  and  furrender 
himfelf  a  voluntary  prifoner.  He  therefore  repaired  to 
Charleflown,  and  offered  to  bind  himfelf  by  the  honor 
of  an  American  officer,  to  do  nothing  prejudicial  to  the 
Britifh  interefl  till  he  fhould  be  exchanged.  Reports- 
made  of  his  fuperior  abilities  and  influence,  uniformly 
exerted  in  the  American  caufe,  operated  with  the  con- 
querors to  refufe  him  a  parole,  though  they  were  daily 
.accuftomed  to  grant  that  indulgence  to  other  inhabit 
tants.  He  was  told  that  he  mull  either  become  a  Bri-* 
tifh  fubje6l,  or  fubmit  to  clofe  confinement.  To  be  ar- 
refled  and  detained  in  the  capital,  Vv^as  not  to  himfelf  an 
intolerable  evil  3  but  to  abandon  bis  family  both  to  the 
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ravages  of  the  fmall-pox,  then  ragnig  m  their  neigh- i?^^* 
bourhoudj  and  to  the  infults  and  depredations  of  the 
royalifts,  was  too  much  for  the  tender  hufband  and  fond 
parent.     To  ackno^vledge  himfelf  the  fubje6l  of  a  go- 
vernment which  he  had  from  principle  renounced,  was 
repugnant  to  his  feelings  -,  but  without  this  he  was  cut 
off  from  every  profpe6l  of  a  return  to  his  family.     In 
this  embarralTing  fituation  he  waited  on  Do6lor  Ram- 
fay  with  a  declaration  to  the  following  effe6l — ^^  If  the 
Britifh  would  grant  me  the  indulgence,  which  we,  in 
the  day  of  our  power,  gave  to  their  adherents,  of  re- 
moving my  family  and  property,  I  would  feek  an  afy- 
lum  in  the  remoteft  corner  of  the  United  States,  rather 
than  fubmit  to  their  government:  but  as  they  allow  no 
other  alternative  than  fabm.ilTion  or  confinement  in  the 
capital,  at  a  diflance  from  my  wife  and  family,  at  a 
time  when  they  are  in  the  moil  prefTmg  need  of  my 
prefence  and  fjpport,  I  mull  for  the  prefent  yield  to  the 
demands  of  the  conquerors.     I  requeil  you  to  bear  in 
mind,  that,  previous  to  my  taking  this  ilep,  I  declare, 
that  it  is  contrary  to  my  inclination,  and  forced  on  rne 
by  hard  necelTity,  I   never  will  bear  arms  againfr  my 
country.     My  nev/  mailers   can  require  no  fervice  of 
me,  but  what  is  enjoined  by  the  old  militia  law  of  the 
province,  which  fubllitutes  a  fine  in  lieu  of  perfonal  fer- 
vice.    That  I  will  pay  as  the  price  of  m.y  protection. 
If  my  conducL  fhould  be  cenfured  by  my  countrymen^ 
I  beg  that  you  v;ould  remaember  this  converfation,  and 
bear  witnefs  for  mie,  that  I  do  not  mean  to  defert  ih^ 
,qaufe  of  America.'* 

In  this  (late  of  perplexity^  coL  Hayne  fubfcribed  a 
dsclaratlon  c^  his  allegiance  to  the  .king  of  Great  Bri- 
ll 4  taini 
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1781.  tain  j  but  not  without  cxprefsly  objedlmg  to  the  claufe 
which  required  him  with  bis  arms  to  Jupprt  the  royal 
government.     The  commandant  of  the  garrifon,  briga- 
dier general  Paterfon,  and  James  Simpfon  efq;  inten- 
dant  of  the  BritiHi  police,  affured  him  that  this  would 
never  be  required  j  and  added  further,  that  when  the 
ref^ular  forces  could  not  defend  the  country  without  the 
aid  of  its  inhabitants,  it  would  be  high  time  for  the 
royal  army  to  quit  it.     Having  fubmitted  to  the  royal 
government,  he  was  permitted  to  return  to  his  family. 
Notwithftanding  what  had  pafled  at  the  time  of  his  fub- 
miflion,    he  was  repeatedly  called  upon  to  take  arms 
againft  his  countrymen,  and  finally  threatened  with  clofe 
confinement  in  cafe  of  a  further  refufal.     This  he  con- 
fidered  as  a  breach  of  contract ;  and  it  being  no  longer 
in  the  power  of  the  Britifh  to  give  him  that  protection, 
which  was  to  be  the  compenfation  of  his  allegiance;  he 
viewed  himfelf  as  releafed  from  all  engagements  to  their 
commanders.     The  inhabitants  of  his  neighbourhood, 
who  had  alfo  revoked,  petitioned  gen.  Pickens  to  ap- 
point hirn  to  the  command  of  their  regiment,  which 
was  done,  and  the  appointment  accepted. 

Colonel  Hayne  having  thus  refumed  his  arms,  fent 
out  in  July  a  fmall  party  to  reconnoitre  s  v/hich  pene- 
trated within  feven  miles  of  Charleflown,  took  gen.  Wil- 
iiamfon  prifoner,  and  retreated  to  the  head  quarters  of 
the  regiment.  This  was  the  famic  Williamfon,  who  was 
an  aflive  officer  in  the  South  Carolina  militia  from  the 
commencement  of  the-  war  to  the  iurrendcr  of  Charlef- 
town  J  foon  after  which  event  he  became  a  Britifh  fub- 
jed.  Such  was  the  anxiety  of  the  Britifh  commandant 
to  refcuc  Williamfon,  that  lie  ordered  out  his  whole 
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cavalry  on  the  bufinefs.  Hayne  fell  into  their  hands.  ^7^^» 
He  was  carried  to  the  capital,  and  confined  in  the  pro- 
vofl's  prifon,  for  having  refunned  his  arms  after  accept- 
ing  Britifh  protedion.  At  firfl;  he  was  promifed  a  trial, 
and  had  council  prepared  to  juftify  his  conducl  by  the 
laws  of  nations  and  ufages  of  war :  but  this  was  finally 
refufed,  and  he  was  ordered  for  execution  by  lord  Raw- 
don  and  lieut.  col.  Balfour.  The  royal  lieut.  gov.  Bull, 
and  a  great  number  of  inhabitants,  both  royaliflis  and 
Americans,  interceded  for  his  life.  The  ladies  of 
Charleftown  generally  figned  a  petition  in  his  behalf,  in 
which  was  introduced  every  delicate  fentiment  that  was 
likely  to  operate  on  the  gallantry  of  cfHeers,  or  the  hu-. 
manity  of  men.  His  children,  accompanied  by  fome 
near  relations  (the  mother  had  died  of  the  fmall  pox) 
were  prefented  on  their  bended  knees,  as  humble  fuit- 
ors  for  their  father's  life.  Such  pov/erful  intercefijons 
were  made  in  his  favor  as  toi3ched  many  an  unfeeling 
heart,  and  drew  tears  from  many  an  hard  eye  j  but  lord 
Rawdon  and  Balfour  continued  firm  to  their  determina- 
tion. 

The  colonel  was  repeatedly  vifited  by  his  friends,  and 
converfed  on  various  fubje6ts  with  a  becoming  fortitude^ 
He  particularly  lam^ented  that,  on  principles  of  retalia- 
tion, his  execution  would  probably  be  an  introducliou 
to  the  fhedding  of  much  innocent  blood.  He  requeiled 
thofe  in  whom  the  fupreme  power  was  vefted,  to  accom- 
modate the  mode  of  his  death  to  his  feelings  as  aa 
ofiicer :  but  this  was  refufed.  On  the  laft  evening  of 
his  life,  he  told  a  friend,  that  he  was  no  m.ore  alarmed 
at  the  thoughts  of  death,  than  at  any  other  occurrence 
■which  v/as  necelTary  and  unavoidable* 

On 
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J781.      On  receiving  his  fummons  in  the  morning  of  Auguft 
•'^"S*  the  4th,  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  deli- 
vered  to  his  eldefl  fon,  a  youth  of  about   13  years  of 
age,    feveral   papers  relative  to    his    cafe,    and  faid— 
"  Prefent  thefe  papers  to  Mrs.  Edwai-ds,  with  my  re- 
quefl  that  fne  would  forward   them  to  her  brother  in 
congrefs.     You  will  next  repair  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion;   receive   my  body,    and  fee  it  decently  interred 
among  m.y  forefathers."     They  took  a  final  leave.     The 
coloneFs  arms  were  pinioned,  and  a  guard  placed  round 
his  perfon.     The  proceilion  began  from  the  Exchange 
in  the  forenoon.     The  ftreets  Vy'ere  crov/ded  with  thou- 
fands  of  anxious  fpedtators.     He  Vv^alked  to  the  place  of 
execution  with  fuch  decent  nrmnefs,  compofureand  dig- 
nity, as  to  av/aken  the  compafTion  of  many,  and  comm.and 
refpeft  from  all.     When  the  city  barrrer  was  pad,  and 
the  inflrumient  of  his  catailrophe  appeared  in  full  view, 
a  faithful  friend  by  his  fide  obferved  to  him,  that  he 
hoped  he  would  exhibit  an  examiple  of  the  manner  in 
which  an  American  can  die.     He  anfvvered  with  the  ut- 
moft  tranquillity — "  I  will  endeavour  to  do  fo."     He 
afcended  the  cart  with  a  firm  ilep  and  ferene  afpect.    He 
inquired  of  the  executioner,  who  was  making  an  at- 
tem.pt  to  get  up  to  pull  the  cap  over  his  eyes,  what  he 
wanted.     On  being  informed,  tlie  colonel  replied — ^^  I 
"will  fave  you  the  trouble,"  and  pulled  it  over  himfelf. 
He  was  afterv/ard  afKcd,  whether  he  v/ifhed  to  fay  any 
thing,  to  which  he  anfwered — "  I  will  only  take  leave 
of  my  friends,  and  be  ready."     He  then  affedtionately 
fhook  hands  with  three  gentlemen,  recommended  his 
children  to  their  care,  and  gave  the  fignal  for  the  cart 

to  move. 

Thus 
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Thus  fell  Golonel  Ifaac  Hayne  in  the  bloom  of  life,  ^1^^-* 
fiirnifhing  thai:  example  in  death,  which  extorted  a  con- 
feffion  from  his  enemies,  that  though  he  did  not  die  in 
a  good  caufe,  he  muft  at  leaft  have  adted  from  a  per- 
fuafion  of  its  being  fo  *.  The  world  will  judge  whether 
his  death  was  ftri6lly  according  to  law ;  and  if  fo,  whe- 
ther the  legality  was  not  of  that  kind  to  which  the 
maxim  is  to  be  ^■pp\iQd-—fmnmum  jus  fumma  injuria. 

The  operations  in  Virginia  ihall  be  now  related. 

The  jun6lion  of  gen.  Phillip's  force  to  gen.  Arnold's 
at  Portfmouth,  greatly  increafed  their  power  of  diflrefling 
the  flate,  which  they  failed  not  to  improve  as  far  as 
poflible.  In  April,  the  troops  to  the  amount  of  about 
2500,  embarked  and  proceeded  to  James  river.  By 
the  24th  they  ran  up  to  City  Point,  beloW  Peterfburgh, 
where  baron  de  Steuben  was  with  a  number  of  militia. 
Their  whole  force  landed  at  fix  in  the  evening;  and  the 
next  day  marched  at  ten  in  the  m.orning.  The  baroa 
was  fully  convinced  that  Peterfburgh  was  their  firit  ob- 
ject. Having  been  obliged  to  fend  away  krge  detach- 
ments, he  had  not  miore  than  1000  men  to  oppofe  their 
advance.  Fie  had  many  reafons  againft  riiking  a  total 
defeat,  the  iofs  of  arms  was  a  principal  one :  on  the 
other  hand,  to  retire  v/ithout  fome  iliow  of  refiftance, 
would  intimidate  the  inhabitants,  and  encourage  the 
Britifli  to  further  incurfions.  He  therefore  determined 
to  do  what  he  could  without  hazarding  too  much.  He 
made  choice  of  Blandford  (about  a  mile  diflant)  for  the 
place  of  defence,  and  a  neighbouring  bridge  for  a  re- 
treat. The  Americans  paiTed  the  night  under  arms* 
Tov/ard  noon  of  the  25th,  the  Britilh  came  in  fight, 
*  Doftor  Ramfay's  Hiftoiy,  Vol.  II.  p.  277 — ^284. 

6  formed 
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^7^''  formed  and  extended  their  line  to  their  left.  It  was  near 
three  o'clock  before  the  firing  commenced,  which  con- 
tinued from  pod  to  poft  till  pall  five,  when  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  the  enemy,  and  want  of  ammunition,  obliged 
the  baron  to  order  a  retreat,  and  the  bridge  to  be  taken 
up  3  which  were  executed  with  great  i  egularity  notwith- 
flanding  the  fire  of  the  Britifli  cannon  and  muflcetry. 
The  Americans  difputed  the  ground  inch  by  inch,  and 
executed  their  manoeuvres  with  much  exa6lnefs.  The 
bajron  retired  to  Chefterfield  court-houfe,  ten  miles  from 
Peterfburgh.  The  next  day  the  Britifh  deftroyed  at 
Peterfburgh  400  hogfheads  of  tobacco,  a  fhip,  and  a 

27,  number  of  fmall  veffels.  On  the  27th  Arnold  marched 
to  Ofborn's,  four  miles  above  which  place  the  Virginians 
had  a  confiderable  marine  force,  with  which  they  meant  | 
to  oppofe  him.  Arnold  fent  a  flag  to  treat  with  the 
com.mander,  who  declared  that  he  would  defend  his 
fleet  to  the  lafl.  Arnold  advanced  with  fome  artillery, 
and  at  length  overpowered  him.  The  feamen  took  to 
their  boats  and  efcaped,  hut  not  before  they  had  fcuttled 
and  fet  fire  to  feveral  of  their  fhips.  The  militia  v/ere 
driven  from  the  oppofite  fhore.  Two  Ihips  and  ten 
fmalier  veffels,  loaded  with  tobacco,  cordage,  flour  and 
other  articles,  fell  into  Arnold's  hands.  Four  fhips,  five 
brigantines,  and  a  number  of  fmall  veffels,  were  either 
burnt  or  funk.  The  whole  quantity  of  tobacco  taken 
or  deftro^^ed  in  this  fleet  exceeded  2000  hogfheads. 
The  Britifli  by  the  30th  reached  Manchefler,  where  they 
deftroyed  1 200  hogfheads  of  tobacco :  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  with  his  troops,  who  arrived  at  Richmond 
on  the  oppofite  fide  the  preceding  evening,  being  fpeda- 
tors  of  the  conflagration.  The  royal  army  on  their  re- 
turn 
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turn  made  great  havoc  at  Warwick.  Befide  the  fliips  i78i« 
on  the  flocks  and  in  the  river,  a  large  range  of  rope 
waiksj  a  magazine  of  flour,  a  number  of  warehoufes, 
containing  tobacco  and  other  commodities,  tan-houfes 
full  of  hides  and  bark,  and  feveral  fine  mills,  were  de- 
ftro3/ed  or  confumed  in  one  general  conflagration.  The 
army  then  returned  to  the  fhipping,  and  the  whole  fell 
down  toward  the  mouth  of  the  river.  While  this  force 
was  fufficient  for  deflroying  every  fpecies  of  property  to 
an  almoft  incredible  amount,  and  for  accumulating  a 
great  deal  of  fpoil  for  the  parties  commanding  it,  the 
main  purpofe  was  not  anfwered:  it  was  incapable  of 
bringing  matters  to  any  decifive  conclufion.  Here,  and 
in  the  Carolinas,  the  veteran  battalions  were  worn  down 
and  confumed,  without  producing  any  permanent  ad- 


vantage. 


The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  been  mentioned  as 
prefent  in  Virginia.  When  he  had  marched  back  to 
the  head  of  Elk,  he  received  an  order  from  gen.  Wafh- 
ington  to  go  on  to  Virginia,  that  he  might  oppofe  gen. 
Phillips.  His  troops  were  in  want  of  almoft  every 
thing,  however  they  proceeded  to,  and  arrived  at  Balti- 
more on  the  17th  of  April.  Here  he  was  under  the 
greateft  embarrairment  for  want  of  ihoes;  there  not 
being  a  pair  in  his  whole  command.  But  the  love  and 
confidence  he  had  excited,  enabled  him  to  borrow  of  the 
merchants  two  thoufand  guineas  upon  his  own  credit; 
with  which  he  procured  fuch  neceflaries  as  were  wanting 
for  the  forwarding  of  his  detachment.  The  marquis, 
being  jealous  that  Richmond  was  Phillips's  obje6l,  made 
a  forced  march  of  200  miles,  and  arrived  at  that  place 
^he  evening  before    the    letter    reached  Manchefter.  29, 

During 
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1781.  During  the  night,  which  was  fpent  in  making  difpofitions 
of  defence,  the  marquis  was  joined  by  feme  militia  un^ 
der  baron  Steuben.     His  prefence  with  fuch  a  body  of 
troops  fecured  Richmond  from  the  hoilile  attack  of  the 
Britiili,  and  faved  the  military  (lores  with  which  it  was 
then  filled.     The  marquis,  with  a  very  inferior  force, 
kept  on  the  north  fide  of  James  river ;  and  afted  fo 
entirely  on  the  defenfive,  and  at  the  fame  time  made  fo 
judicious  a  choice  of  pofls,  and  Ihowed  fuch  vigor  and 
defign  in  his  movements,  as  prevented  any  advantage 
being  taken  of  his  w^eaknefs.     Upon  the  falling  down 
of  the  Britifh  forces  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  mth  a 
view  of  collecting  contributions  at  Williamfburgh  and 
in  the  neighbourhood,  the  marquis  difcovered  no  fmall 
activity  in  countera6ling  them.     On  their  fudden  return 
up  James  river,   he  conceived  their  obje6t  to  be  tl^ 
forming   a  jun6lion   with   lord   Cornwallis,    of   whofe 
marching  through  North  Carolina  he  had  received  foi"ne 
faint  intelligence.     He  therefore  made  a  rapid  move- 
ment, that  he  might  get  before  them  tp  Peterfburgh; 
but  was  foiled  in  his  defign,  through  the  vigilance  of  the 
Britifh  commanders.     The  lafl  adt  of  gen.  Phillips  was 
the  taking  polTefiion  of  this  place  late  in  the  night  of 

p.      May  the  9th :  on  the  13th  he  died. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  after  the  adion  with  Greene  near 
Guilford  court-houfe,  cromng  Deep  river,  marched  for 
Wilmington,  and  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  on  the 
7  th  of  April.  He  concluded  upon  marching  to  Virgir 
nia,  and  endeavouring  a  jundlion  with  Phillips.  The 
troops  were  now  to  encounter  a  new  march  of  300 
miles ;  while  fo  deftitute  of  neceflaries,  that  the  cavalry 
might  be  faid  to  want  every  thing,  and  the  ir>fantry  every 

thing 
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thing  but  fhoes.     Neither  v/ere  in  any  fuitable  condition  n^'* 
to  move,  even  the  day  before  marching.     His  lordlhip 
provided  for  every  pofTible  contingency  as  far  as  in  hi? 
power;  and  then  began  his  march  on  the  a5th  of  April. 
He  arrived  at  Peterfburgh  on  the  2Cth  of  May.     Here  20. 
he  received  the  unwelcome  news  of  Phillips's  death  3  but 
•  had  the  confolation  of  meeting  with  a  frefh  reinforce- 
ment of  about   i8co  men,  whom  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
had  fent  to  fupport  the  v>^ar  with  vigor.     Lord  Corn- 
wallisj  on  taking  the  command,  felt  himfelf  fo  fuperior 
to  the  American  force,  that  he  exulted  in  the  profpe6t 
of  fuccefs ;  and  defpifing  the  youth  of  his  opponent  un- 
^^ardediy  wrote  to  Great  Britain — "  the  boy  cannot  ejcape 
me,''     The  m.arquis*s  little  arm.y  coniifted  of  1000  con- 
tinentals, 2000  mjlitia,  and  6c  dragoons.     Cornwaliis 
proceeded  from  Peterfburgh  to  James  river,  which  he 
crofTed  in  order  to  diflodge  Fayette  from  Richmond :  it 
Y?as  evacuated  on  the  27th.     His  lord fliip  then  marched   27. 
•through  Hanover  county,  and  croiTed  the  South  Anna 
river,  Fayette  conftantly  following  his  motions,  but  at  a 
guarded  diftance  in  every   part  of  his  progrefs.     His 
lordfhlp  at  one  rime  planned  the  furprifal  of  the  m.arquis, 
while  on  the  fame  fide  of  James  river  with  himfelf; 
but  was  diverted  from  his  intention  by  a  fpy,  whom  Fayette 
had  fent  into  his  camp.     The  marquis  was  very  defirous 

' -pf  obtaining  full  intelligence  concerning  his  lordftip; 
and  concluded  upon  prevailing,  if  poflible,    upon  one 

•  Charles  (generally  called  Charly)  Morgan,  a  Jerfey  fol- 
^ier,  of  whom  he  had  entertained  a  favorable  opinion^ 
to  turn  deferter,  and  go  over  to  the  Britifh  army,  in 
order  to  his  executing  the  bufinefj  of  a  fpy  more  eifec- 
tually.     Charly  was  fent  for,  and  agreed  to  undertake 

the 


1 12  THE      HISTORYOFTHE 

i^Sr.the   hazardous  employ;    but  infifled,  that  in   cafe  he 
fhould  be  difcovered  and  hanged,  the  marquis,  to  fecure 
his  reputation,  fhould  have  it  inferted  in  the  Jerfey  paper, 
that  he  was  lent  upon  the  fervice  by  his  commander. 
Charly  deferted,    and  when  he  had  reached  the  royal 
army  was  carried  before  his  lordihip ;  who  inquired  into 
the  reafon  of  his  deferting,  and  received  for  anfwer— 
"  I  have  been,  my  lord,  with  the  American  army  from 
the  beginning,  and  while  under  gen,  Wafhington  was 
fatisfied ;  but  being  put  under  a  Frenchman,  I  do  not 
like  it,  and  have  left  the  fervice."     His  lordfhip  com- 
mended and  revv/arded  his  condudi.     Charly  was  very 
diligent  in  the  difcharge  of  his  military  duty,  and  was 
not  in  the  leafl  fufpedted  3  but  at  the  fame  time  carefully 
obferved  all  that  paflfed.     One  day  while  on  particular 
duty  with  his  comrades,  Cornwallis  in  clo(e  converfation 
with  fome  officers,    called  Charly  to  him,  and  faid— 
*'  How  long  time  v/ill  it  take  tlie  marquis  to  crofs  James 
river  ?"    Charly   paufed    a  moment,    and    anfwered— 
"  Three  hours,  my  lord."     His  lordfhip  exclaimed— 
*^^  Three  hours  !  why  it  v/ill  take  three  days.'*     "  No, 
my  lord,"    faid  Charly,    '^  the  marquis  has  fo  many 
boats,  and  each  boat  will  carry  fo  many  men.     If  your 
lordfhip  will  be  at  th-e  trouble  of  calculating,  you  will 
find  he  can  crofs  in  three  hours."     His  lordiliip  turned 
to  the  officers,  and  in  the  hearing  of  Charly  remarked-^ 
"  The  feheme  will  not  do."     Charlv  concluded  this  was 
the  moment  for  his  returning  to  the  m.arquis.     He,  as 
foon  as  pofTible,  plied  his  comrades  with  grog  *,  till  they 

were 


*  A  mixture  of  rum  and  water,  which  gained  its  name  in  the  fol- 
lowing way.    When  admiral  Vernon  commanded  ;n  the  Well  Indi«»» 

to 
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¥/ere  well  warmed,  and  then  opened  his  inafKed  battery.  '7^'» 
He  complained  of  the  wants  that  prevailed  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  camp,    commended  tlie   ilipplies  with  which   the 
•American  abounded,  expreffed  his  inclination  to  returns 
and  then   aflsied— ^'^  What  lay  you,    will  you  go  with 
me  ?"    They  agreed.     It  was  left  with  him  to  manage 
as  to  the  fentries.     To  the  firll  he  oiiered,  in  a  very 
friendly  manner,  ihe  taking  a  draught  of  rum  out  of 
his  canteen;     While  the  fellow  was   drinking,  Charly 
fecured  his  arms ;  and  then  propofed  his  deferting  with 
them ;  to  which  he  confented  throusrh  neceflitv.     The 
fecond  was  ferved  in  like  manner.     Charly  Morgan  by 
his  management  carried  off  {even  deferters  with   h:m» 
When  he  had  reached  the  American  army,    and  v/as 
Drought  to  head  quarte^rs,  the  marquis  upon  feeing  him 
tried  out,  "Ha!  Charly,-  aie  ;/ou   got  backrj'  "Yes 
and  pleafe  your  excellency,    and  have^  brjught  feven 
more  with   me,"  v/as  the  anfwer.     Wijcn  Charly  had 
related  the  reafon  of  his  returning,  and  the  obfervations 
he  had  made,  the  marquis  offere'd  him  m.oney ;  but  he 
declined  accepting  it,  and  only  deHred  to  have  his  gun 
again.     The  marquis  then  propofed  to  promote  him  to 
the  rank  of  a  corporal  or  fergeant.     To  this  Morgan 
replied*-^"  I  will  not  have  any  promotion.     I  have  abi- 
lities for  a  common  foldier,  and  have  a  good  charac- 

to  JMcfefve  the  health  2nd  lives  of  the  failors,  he  ordered  their  allow- 
SRce  of  rum  to  be  mixed  with  a  proper  quantity  of  water,  and  the 
liquor  to  be  put  upon  deck  for  their  ufe.  The  failors  refented  the 
alteration  ;  but  the  refolution  of  the  admiral  obliged  theni  to  drink 
the  mixture  or  go  without.  It  fo  happened  that  he  generally  wore  on 
boatd  an  old  grogram  coat ;  the  failors  took  occafion  from  thence  to 
ft  lie  the  mixture  that  was  imp^f^  upon  th^m^ rog. 

Vol.  IV^  I  ux^ 
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lySi.ter;  fhould  I  be  promoted  my  abilities  may  not  an- 
fwer,  and  I  may  lofe  my  charader."  He  hov;ever 
nobly  reqiielled  for  his  fellow  foldiers,  who  were  not  fo 
well  fupplied  with  jQioes,  (lockings  and  clothing  as  him- 
felf,  that  the  marquis  would  promife  to  do  what  he 
could  to  relieve  their  didreiTesi  which  he  eafily  ob- 
tained. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  meeting  with  a  plentiful  fupply  of 
fine  horfes  in  the  ftables  of  private  gentlemen^  mounted 
a  confiderable  body  of  troops.  Cols.  Tarleton  and 
Simcoe  were  difpatched  from  the  South  Anna  with  fepa- 
rate  detachments  to  fcour  the  interior  country.  They 
penetrated  into  the  recefleS;,  which  had  been  hitherto  free 
from  fpoilerS;,  and  might  have  done  confiderable  more 
mifchief  to  the  inhabitants.  They  dcilroyed  a  number 
of  arms  under  repair^,  fome  cannon^,  a  quantity  of  gun- 
powder, fait,  harnefs  and  other  matters,  defgned  for  or 
capable  of  being  applied  to  military  fervices.  Had  their 
deflrudtive  operations  of  this  nature  been  ever  fo  confi- 
derabkj  inftead  of  trifling,  they  mud  have  efcaped  all  cen- 
fure  ;  and  the  Americans  would  have  liad  no  juft  ground 
of  complaint ;  but  it  was  otherwife  in  various  inftances. 
Baron  Steuben,  who  was  at  the  Point  of  P'ork  with  500 
regulars  of  the  Virginia  new  levies  and  a  few  mihtia,  re- 
tired upon  the  approach  of  Simicoe.  He  had  been  fepa- 
rated  fromi  the  mia»i-quis,  in  confequence  of  an  order  from 
Greene  for  the  baron  to  comiC  and  join  him.  The  baron 
had  proceeded  to  the  borders  of  North  Carolina.  This 
left  the  marquis  fo  weak,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fall 
back  as  Cornwallis  advanced,  till  he  fhouid  be  reinforced. 
His  lordlhip's  march  to  Virginia  made  the  revocation 
of  Greene's  order  neceflary.  Tarleton  penetrated,  by  a 
9  forced 
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forced  march,  as  far  as  Charlotte-ville;  and  had  nearly '7^*' 
fiirprifed  and  taken  the  whole  aiiembly  of  Virginia  pri-  jyne 
foners.     They  had  removed  from  Richmond  to  Char-     4* 
lotte-ville  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  Cornwallis ;  and  re- 
ceived information  of  Tarleton's  approach  but  juft  time 
enough  to  efcape  his   legion.     They  now   crofled  the 
mountains,  and  convened  at  Stanton.     The  Britifh  con- 
vention prifoners  had  been  early  marched  from  Charlotte- 
yille  toward  Pennfylvania. 

Lord  Cornwallis  not  having  any  immediate  occafion 
for  gen.  Arnold,  difpenfed  with  his  abfence,  fo  tliat  he 
^-eturned  to  New  York  about  the  beginning  of  June. 
His  lordiliip  finding  it  impoffible  to  force  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette  to  an  action,  endeavoured  to  prevent  his 
junction  with  Wayne  j  who  had  been  ordered  by  gen. 
Wadiington  to  m.arch  from  the  northward  with  the 
Pennfylvania  line,  am.ounting  to  8go,  vvith  a  view  to  that 
event.  It  was  effected  without  Ic^s  at  Racoon  ford  on 
the  7th  of  June.  But  while  this  junction  was  making,  7* 
his  lordfhip  obtained  an  opening  for  placing  himfeif  be- 
tween the  marquis  and  his  (lores.  The  (lores,  which 
were  an  obie6l  with  both  armies,  had  been  removed 
from  Richmond  to  Albemarle  old  court-hoiiie  above 
the  Point  of  Fork.  His  lordfnip  was  fo  far  advanced, 
as  that  within  the  courfe  of  two  days  he  mud  have 
gained  po(refrion  of  them.  At  the  famx  moment  he 
found  that  the  -marquis,  by  an  unexpecfred  and  rapid 
march,  was  within  a  few  mnles  of  his  army.  This  at 
firft  miight  be  matter  of  joy  to  him ;  as  he  faw  no  prac- 
ticable way  for  the  marquis  to  get  between  him  and  the 
llores,  but  by  a  road,  in  pafling  which  the  Americans 
might  be  attacked  to  great  advantage.     However,  con- 
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^7^^*trary  to  his  lordfhip's  expe6latlon,  the  marquis  difco- 
vered  a  nearer  road  to  Albemarle.  It  had  been  long 
difufed,  and  therefore  was  much  embarrafied.  Fayette  had 
it  opened  in  the  night ;  and  to  the  aftonifliment  of 
Cornwallisj  fixed  himfelf  the  next  day  in  a  ftrong  pofi- 
tion  between  the  Britifh  army  and  the  American  ilores. 

His  lordiliip  now  commenced  a  retrograde  move- 
ment; and  in  two  night  marches  meafured  back  up- 
ward of  50  miles.  He  was  accompanied  with  his  de- 
tachments under  Tarleton  and  Simcoe.     By  about  the 

j^jj^g   17th  he  entered  Richmond  ;  the  marquis  preffing  hard 

38,  after  him.  On  the  i8th  the  Britifh  moved  toward  the 
Am-ericans,  feemingly  with  the  defign  of  ftriking  a  de- 
tached corps.  But  upon  the  marching  of  the  light  in- 
fantry and  PennfylvanianSj  they  returned  into  the  town.. 
The  next  day  the  marquis  was  joined  by  Steuben^'s 
troops  j  and  on  the  night  of  the  20th^  Richmond  was 
evacuated.  His  lordfnip,  under  an  apprehenfion  that 
the  marquis  was  much  fironger  than  was  really  the  cafe, 
haftened  to  Williamfburgh ;  where  he  occupied  a  ftrong 
poft,  was  under  the  protection  of  his  ihipping,  and  re- 

z6,  ceived  a  reinforcem.ent  from  Portfmouth.  On  the  26th 
of  June,  the  day  after  the  main  body  of  the  Britifli 
army  arrived  at  Williamfburgh,  their  rear  was  attacked 
within  fix  miles  of  the  place,  by  an  American  light 
corps  under  col.  Butler;  and  had  160  killed  and 
wounded.  According  to  a  private  letter  of  Fayette  to 
the  prefident  of  congrefs,  his  own  troops  at  this  period 
confifted  only  of  1500  regulars,  400.  new  levies,  and 
about"  2000  m.ilitia,  in  all  3900 ;  while  Cornwallis's 
amounted  to  4000  regulars,  800  of  whom  were  mounted, 
4  lo 


Plate  ^^^ . 


Hi^rmvd  for  DV  GorduM  JK^tvrr  of  tiu  ^Jmo'ifMi  War 


To  /a^  f't\4jf  uff.  Vol  l\ '. 


Till    I'lir/     )>/' 

VIRGINIA 

which  ^\■;l.s  the 
SEAT  ifACTWy. 


J"  ll'cst  lolu/Uudf  p-oiil  Iviu/on       \7t> 


T.  Cinder  t^oulff( iondon^ 


rwv-j.'*/^^^  1J»'^'^.*!**'- 


^         ■•> 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  II7 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  movements,  befide  articles '7^^« 
fimilar  to  thofe  already  fpecified,  the  Britifh  deftroyed 
above  2000  hogfheads  of  tobacco,  with  fome  brafs  and 
a  number  of  iron  ordnance.  But  they  were  joined  by 
no  great  number  of  inhabitants,  and  fcarcely  by  any  of 
the  native  Virginians*  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  his  marches 
from  Charleftown  to  Camden,  from  Camden  to  the 
Dan  river,  from  the  Dan  through  North  Carolina  to 
Wilmington,  from  Wilmington  to  Richmond,  and  from 
Richmond  to  WiUiamfburgh,  made  a  route  of  more 
than  eleven  hundred  miles,  without  computing  devia- 
tions. 

The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  kept  with  his  body  about 
18  or  20  miles  diftant  from  lord  Cornwallis,  while  his 
advanced  corps  was  within  10  or  12,  with  an  intention 
of  infulting  the  Britifh  rear  guard,  when  they  fhould 
pafs  James  river.  His  lordfnip  evacuated  Wiliiamf-  t^j 
burgh  on  the  4th  of  July.  On  the  6th  at  noon  he  re-  6* 
ceived  intelligence  that  the  Americans  were  approaching. 
Perfuaded  they  would  not  venture  an  attack,  except 
under  the  impreffion,  that  only  a  rear  guard  was  left  on 
that  fide  of  the  river,  he  ufed  all  proper  means  to  en- 
courage that  opinion  of  his  v/eaknefs.  Gen.  Wayne 
relying  upon  the  aflurances  of  a  countryman,  that  the 
main  body  had  crofTed,  pullied  forward  with  800  men, 
chiefly  Pennfylvanians  and  fome  light  infantry,  and  to 
his  furprife  difcovered  the  Britifli  army  drawn  up  ready 
to  receive  him  about  fun  kto  He  inilantly  conceived 
'that  the  only  mode  of  extricating  himfelf  from  his  peri- 
lous fituation,  was  by  boldly  attacking  and  engaging 
them  for  a  while,  and  then  retreating  with  the  utmoft 
expedition.     He  prelTed  on  with  the  greateil  intrepidity. 
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1781.  His  whole  force^  with  which  he  began  to  engage  the  l| 
Britifli,  at  no  greater  diftance  than  twenty-five  yards, 
did  not  exceed  five  hundred  men,  all  Pennfylvanians  *. 
After  behaving  with  heroic  bravery  for  a  timej  they 
faced  about,  and  leaving  their  cannon  behind,  hurried 
off  the  field  in  hafte  toward  fome  hght  infantry  battali- 
ons, that  by  a  mod  rapid  move  had  arrived  within  about 
half  a  mile  of  them.     Lord  Cornwallis  would  admit  of 
no  purfuii,  for  he  conjectured,  from  the  frrangenefs  of 
circumftances,  that  the  whole  was  a  fcheme  of  Fayette 
to  draw  him   into  an  ambufcade.     The  Britilh  paffed 
the  river  at  night,  and  retired  to  Portfmouth ;  and  the 
marquis  chofe  that  moment  for  refling  the  American 
troops. 

However  we  ihall  not  quit  Virginia  without  mention- 
ing that  early  in  the  fpring,  a  Britifh  frigate  went  up 
the  Patomak,  and  landed  a  party  of  men,  who  (qi  fire 
to  and  deilroyed  fome  gentlemen's  houfes  on  the  Mary- 
land fide  of  the  river,  in  fight  of  Mount  Vernon,  gen. 
Wafhington's  feat.  The  captain  fent  to  Mr,  Lund  Wafh- 
ington,  (v/ho  fupplied  the  place  of  a  fteward)  and  de^ 
manded  a  quantity  of  provifions,  with  which  he  was 
furniilied,  to  prevent  worfe  confequences.  This  comx- 
pliance  did  not  meet  with  the  general's  approbation; 
30,  and  in  a  letter  of  April  the  30th,  he  exprefled  to  Mr. 
Lund  Walhington  his  uneafinefs  at  his  having  gone  on 
board  the  frigate,  and  furnifned  provifions;  and  faid, 
*^  that  he  would  rather  it  had  been  left  to  the  enemy  to 
take  what  they  pleafed  by  force,  though  at  the  rifk  of 
burning  his  houfe  and  property." 


^  P'C.neral  Wayne's  letter  to  general  dttiie^ 
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We  now  proceed  to  the  department  under  gen.  Wafli-  1781. 
ington's  immediate  command. 

A  publication  in  the  New  York  paper  about  the  month 
of  April,  excited  the  general  to  write  to  a  particular  friend 
— "Rivington,  or  theinfpe^lor  of  his  Gazette,  publiilied 
a  letter  from  me  to  gov.  Hancock  and  his  anfwer,  which 
never  had  an  exiftence  but  in  the  Gazette.  The  enemy 
fabricated  a  number  of  letters  for  me  formerly  as  is  well 
known.'*  The  following  extra6ls  from  his  genuine  let- 
ters will  give  you  the  beft  account  of  the  particulars  to  May 
Vv'hich  the  fame  relate.  "  May  the  ifl.  I  had  drained  '* 
imprefs  by  military  force  to  that  lengthy  I  trembled  for 
the  confequences  of  the  execution  of  every  warrant  which 
I  had  granted  for  the  purpofe ;  fo  much  are  the  people 
irritated  by  the  frequent  calls  which  have  been  made 
upon  them  in  that  way." — "  The  8th.  DiftrefTed  beyond 
exprefTiOn  at  the  prefent  fituation  and  future  profpe6l  of 
the  army  with  regard  to  provifion,  unlefs  an  immediate 
and  regular  fupply  can  be  obtained,  I  have  determined 
to  make  one  great  effort  more,  by  reprefentations  and 
requifitions  to  the  New  England  ftates." — "  The  loth. 
From  the  pods  of  Saratoga  to  that  of  Dobbs's  ferry 
inclufive,  I  believe  there  is  not  (by  the  reports  and  re- 
tlwns  I  have  received)  at  this  momicnt  on  hand,  one 
day's  fupply  of  meat  for  the  army." — "  The  nth.  I 
.:^m  fending  gen.  Heath  purpofely  to  the  eaftern  Hates 
to  reprefent  our  diftrelTes,  and  fix  a  plan  for  our  regular 
fupply  for  the  future."  Three  days  before,  the  general 
wrote  to  gov.  Livingfton — ^^  Intelligence  has  been  fent 
me  by  a  gentleman,  who  has  an  opportunity  of  knowv 
ing  what  paffes  among  the  enemy,  that  four  parties  had 
been  fent  out  witii  orders  to  take  or  afiailinate  your  ex- 
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.17^^-celIency,  gov.  Clinton,  me,  and  a  fourth  perfon  name 
unknown."  The  general  at  the  fame  time,  did  not  be- 
lieve thit  the  enemy  had  any  defign  of  affafllnating, 
though  declared  by  one  who  faid  he  was  engaged.  The 
reprefentation  made  to  the  MafTachufetts  general  court 
of  the  army  diftrefles,  put  them  upon  thofe  exertions 

May  j-j-^^j-  '^vere  beneficial  though  infufficicnt.  On  the  34th 
Vv^ailiington  was  pained  with  an  account,  that  col.  Greene, 
who  lay  near  Croton  river  with  a  detachment  of  the 
army,  had  been  furprifed  in  the  miorning,  about  fun  rife, 
by  a  party  of  Delancey's  corps,  confifting  of  100  ca- 
valry, and  about  200  infantry.  They  came  firfl  to  the 
colonel  and  major  Fiagg's  quarters.  The  major  was 
killed  in  bed,  and  the  colonel  badly  wounded.  They 
attemjpted  carrying  him  off,  but  finding  that  he  could 
not  march  faft  enough,  they  miurdered  him..  His  death 
is  mAich  regretted.  His  bravery  was  {ttn.  and  felt  in  the 
defence  of  Red-bank  againft  count  Donop. 

Monfieur  de  Barras,  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  French  fquadron  at  Newport,  arrived  at  Boflon  in 
the  Concorde  frigate  on  the  6th  of  May.  He  brought 
■with  him  difpatches  for  the  count  de  Rochambeau  ; 
which  being  notified  to  Wafhington,  he  with  generals 
■  Knox  and  du  Portail  fet  oft  for  Weathersfield,  three  miles 
from  Hartford,  where  they  met  the  count  de  Rocham- 

^i»  beau  and  the  chevalier  Chaftellux  on  the  21ft.  At  this 
interview,  after  combining  all  prefent  circumflances  and 
future  profpe6ls,  the  plan  propofed  the  lailyear  at  Hart- 
ford of  attacking  New  York  was  adopted.  The  object 
was  confidered  of  greater  magnitude  and  rrore  within 
their  reach  than  any  other.  The  weaknefs  of  the  gar- 
fifon  of  New  York,    its  central  poiition  for  dravv^ng 

togethcf 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  121 

tooether  men  and  fupplies,  and  the  fpur  which  an  at- n^i» 
tempt  againft  that  place  would  give  to  every  exertion, 
were  among  the  reafons  which  prompted  to  the  under- 
taking, and  promifed  fuccefs,  unlefs  the  enemy  fhould 
call  a  confiderable  part  of  their  force  from  the  fouthward. 
The  French  troops  were  to  m.arch  tov/ard  the  North 
river  as  foon  as  circumftances  would  permit,  leaving 
about  200  men  at  Providence  with  the  heavy  {lores  and 
baggage,  and  500  militia  upon  Rhode  Ifland  to  fecure 
the  works.  On  the  24th,  letters  were  addreffed  to  the  24* 
executive  powers  of  New  Hampfhire,  Maflachufetts, 
Connefticut  and  Jerfey,  requiring  among  other  things, 
militia  to  the  amount  of  6200.  Wafnington  enforced 
the  requifition  with  "  Our  allies  in  this  country  expe6t 
and  depend  upon  being  fupported  by  us,  in  the  attempt 
we  are  about  to  make  ;  and  thofe  in  Europe' will  be  af- 
tonilhed,  ihould  we  negle6i:  the  favorable  opportunity 
which  is  nov/  offered."  The  general  returned  to  his  head 
quarters  on  the  26th.  The  next  day  he  forwarded  this 
information  to  the  proper  perfons — "  On  the  calcula- 
tions I  have  been  able  to  form,  in  concert  with  fome  of 
the  mofl  experienced  French  and  American  officers,  the 
operation  in  viev/  will  require,  in  addition  to  the  French 
army,  all  the  continental  battalions  from  New  Hamp- 
fhire to  New  Jerfey  to  be  completed."  He  added  af- 
terward— ^^  ^'.s  we  cannot  count  upon  the  battalions 
being  full,  and  as  a  body  of  militia  will  m.oreover  be 
necefiary,  I  have  called  upon  the  feveral  dates  to  hold 
certain  numbers  in  readinefs  to  move  within  a  v/eek  of 
the  time  I  may  require  them." 

The   Bridfh    adjutant   general    employed  one  lieut, 
James  Moody^  in  attempting  to  intercept  Wafhington's 
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j-gj.difpatcaes.  He  fucceeded  repeatedly,  thougli  his  ef- 
capes  were  narrow.  He  was  urged  to  renew  the  fervice 
after  the  interview  between  Wafhington  and  Rocham- 
beau  had  taken  place  j  accordingly,  way-laying  the  mail 
fome  days  in  the  Jerfeys,  the  opportunity  offered  for 
his  taking  and  conveying  to  New  York  that  very  bag 
which  contained  the  letters  that  were  the  objedl  of  the, 
enterprife.  ? 

Preparations  were  now  making  for  the  American  ar- 

ii.  ^y's  taking  the  fields  and  on  the  21ft  of  June  they 
marched  for  the  camp  at  Peeks-kilL  On  the  ift  of  July, 
Wafnington  mentioned  in  a  letter — "^  From  the  1 2th  of 
May  to  this  day,  we  have  received  only  312  head  of 
cattle,  from  New  Hampfliire  30,  MaiTachufetts  230, 
and  Conne6licut  52.  Unlefs  more  fbenuous  exertions 
.are  m.ade  to  feed  the  few  troops  m  the  field,  we  mufl 
not  only  relinquifh  our  intended  operation,  but  fliall  dif- 
band  for  want  of  fubfiflence  ;  or  which  is  almofl:  equally 
to  be  lamented,  the  troops  will  be  obliged  to  feek  it  for 
themfelves  where  it  can  be  found."  The  next  morn- 
ing about  three  o'clock^  the  army  marched  toward  New 
York  with  no  baggage,  but  a  blanket  and  clean  fliirt 
each  man,  and  four  days  provifions  cooked.  Gen.  Lin- 
coln having  taken  poft  with  four  battalions  of  infantry, 
and  a  fmall  detachm.ent  of  the  guards,  at  no  great  dif- 
tance  from  fort  Independence,  was  attacked  on  the  3d 
by  about  1500  royal  troops.  The  body  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  which  was  at  hand,  marched  to  fupport  him, 
I^incoln  defigned  to  draw  the  enemy  to  a  difbance  from 
their  Rrong  poft  at  Kingfbridge  and  its  dependencies, 
..g,nd  thereby  to  have  given  Wafhington  and  the  duke  de 
Jj^auzunj  with  the  Ffench  legion,  and  Sheldon's  dragoons, 

the 
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the  opportunity  of  turning  their  flanks.     But  it  being  i?^'* 
apparent  that  Walhington  determined  to  fight  at  all 
events,  the  enemy  declined  fending  out  reinforcements, 
and  foon  retired  within  Kingfbridge.     The  next  day  the 
army  m.arched  toward  White  Plains ;  and  on  the  6th     5^ 
the  van  of  the  French  troops  under  Rochambeau  ap- 
peared on  the  heights  about  eight  o'clock^  on  the  left  of 
the  Americans.     On  the  8th  the  French  encamped  near 
in  a  line  with  the  Americans,  with  their  left  extending 
toward  the  Sound.     Their  whole  force  conflfts  of  more 
than  thofe  who  went  from  Newport ;  for  about  the  8th 
of  June,  there  arrived  at  Bofton,  a  French  50  gun  fhip, 
3  frigates,  and  14  tranfports,  with  1500  men.     Thefe 
marched  the  14th  of  the  fame  month  to  join  their  coun- 
trymen under  Rochambeau.     The  Britilh  having  gained 
the  proper  intelligence  planned  an  expedition,    which 
would  have  been  very  prejudicial  to  the  Americans  had 
it  fucceeded.     The  nature  and  importance  of  it  may  be 
learned  from  the  general  orders  of  July  the  17th.  "  The 
commander  in  chief  is  exceedingly  pleafed  with  major 
gen.  Howe,    for  marching  with  fo  much  alacrity  and. 
rapidity  to  the  defence  of  the  ftores  at  Tarry-town,  and 
repulfing  the  enemy's  fnipping  from  thence.     The  gal- 
lant behaviour  and  fpirited  exertions  of  col,   Sheldon> 
capt.   Hurlblut  of  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons,  capt. 
lieut.  Miles  of  the  artillery,  and  lieut.   Shaylor  of  the 
4th  Connedicuc  regiment,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
troops,  in  extinguiihing  the  flames  of  the  veflels  which 
had  been  kz  on  fire  by  the  enemy,  and  refcuing  the 
xvbcle  of  the  ordnance  and  ft  ores  from  deftru^ion,  has  tlie 
applaufe  of  the  general/'     Oxi  the  2 ill,  the  general  in  ^^^ 
d,  letter  to  the  French  admiral  thus  exprelTed  himfelf-r- 
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1781.  cc  I  l^ope  there  will  be  no  occafion  for  a  movement  to  i 
the  fouthward,  for  want  of  force  to  a6l  againil  New 
York,  as  I  flatter  myfelf  the  glory  of  deftroying  the  Bri-  | 
tifh  fqiiadron  at  New  York  is  referved  for  the  king's  fleet 
under  your  command,  and  that  of  the  land  force  at  the 
fame  place  for  the  allied  arms."  At  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  the  American  arm.y  (ex- 
clufive  of  20  men  to  a  regiment)  and  part  of  the  French, 
marched  from  their  encampments,  and  continued  it  with 
great  rapidity  and  fcarce  any  halt  through  the  night.  At 
four  the  next  morning,  they  were  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle,  while  Wafiiington,  Rochambeau,  all  the  general 
officers  and  engineers  reconnoitred  the  different  pofitions 
of  the  enemy's  works  from  right  to  left.  The  next 
morning  w^as  alfo  fpent  in  reconnoitring.  At  four  in  the 
afternoon,  the  troops  prepared  to  march  and  return  to 
the  camp.  They  arrived  at  their  old  ground  by  half 
after  twelve. 

The  dates  were  all  this  while  very  dilatory  In  fending 
the  number  of  troops  required :  they  were  equally  cul- 
pable as  to  the  quality  of  thofe  they  did  fend,  which 
occafioned  a  MafTachufetts  officer  to  write  from  camp  as 
July  follows  on  the  26th — ^^  A  private  character,  who  fhould 
^^'  ufe  fraud  to  get  rid  of  his  engagements,  would  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  fcoundrel ;  v/hlle  a  collective  body  do  not 
blufh  at  tranfadlions  for  which  an  individual  would  be 
kicked  out  of  fociety.  Had  the  different  dates  hcneftly 
complied  wath  the  requlfitions  of  congrefs,  we  fliould  at 
this  period  have  had  an  arm.y  in  the  field  equal  to  any 
exigence  of  fervice.  How  contrary  has  been  their  con- 
dud  !  Of  the  recruits  which  have  come  in,  to  fay  no- 
thing of  their  deficiency  in  point  of  number,    few  of 

them 
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them  will  be  able,  before  the  expiration  of  their  inlift-  ^1^^» 
ments,  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  foldier.  When  I  have 
feen  boys  of  a  yard  and  a  half  !o  \g  paraded  for  mufter, 
abfolutely  incapable  of  fiiftaining  the  weight  of  a  fol- 
dier's  accoutrements,  and  have  been  told  that  thefe 
fhadows  have  been  fent  as  part  of  the  ftates  quota,  I 
have  curfed  the  duplicity  of  my  countrymen,  and  pro- 
nounced them  unworthy  the  blefTings  of  freedom.  The 
army  at  large  confidered  this  conduft  of  their  refpedlive 
ilates  as  a  vile  impofitionj  and  we  began  to  fend  back 
the  unqualified  recruits  j  but  fo  proportionably  great  was 
their  num.ber,  that  we  were  obliged  to  retain  many, 
who,  though  they  are  not  at  prefent,  yet  may  in  a  cam- 
paign or  two  be  in  fome  degree  ferviceabie.  This  is 
no  exaggerated  pi6lure.  It  might,  by  a  deeper  colour- 
ing, be  made  a  more  fcriking  likenefs." 

The  continental  army,  by  taking  a  pofition  near  New 
York  and  its  feveral  movements,  confirmed  Sir  H. 
Clinton  in  the  belief  of  that  intelligence  he  had  procured 
by  the  interception  of  Wafliington's  letters,  and  led 
him  to  withdraw  a  confiderable  part  of  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  Cornwallis,  as  a  reinforcement  to  his 
own  garrifon.  This  led  Wafiiington  to  obferve  on  the 
^cth— "  From  the  change  of  circumfiances  wdth  which 
this  withdraw  will  be  attended,  we  fhall  probably  entirely 
change  our  plan  of  operations.  I  conclude  the  enemy's 
capital  poft  will  be  at  Portfmouth.''  By  great  exertions 
and  powerful  aids  from  the  MafTachufetts  and  Rhode 
Ifland,  the  heavy  artillery,  ftores,  &c.  were  brought  to 
the  North  river  in  a  manner  beyond  his  expeclation  ;  . 
as  he  himfelf  acknowledged  on  the  2d  of  Augiifb]  but  2. 
Oil  the  fame  day  he  complained—^*  I  am  not  fcronger 

ac 
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«7^'*at  this  advanced  period  of  the  campaign,  than  when  the 
army  firit  m.oved  from  winter  quarters.  Not  a  fingle 
man  has  joined  me,  except  176  militia  from  Connec- 
ticut, who  arrived  at  Weft  Point  yefterday,  and  80  of 
the  York  levies,  and  about  200  ftate  troops  of  Connec- 
ticut, both  of  which  corps  v/ere  upon  the  lines  previous 
to  leaving  winter  cantonments."  However,  in  cafe  the 
attempt  againft  New  York  muft  be  laid  afide,  he  con- 
foled  himfelf  v/ith  this  thought — "  The  detachment  left 
in  Virginia  feems  the  next  objc(5t,  and  will  be  very  prac- 
ticable lliould  we  obtain  a  naval  faperiori ty."  It  was 
very  diftrefiing  to  nnd,  that  the  flates  either  would  or 
could  not  fill  their  continental  battalions,  or  afford  the 
aids  of  militia  required  from  them.  At  length,  a  letter 
from  the  count  de  Grafle,  with  inteUigence  that  his  defli- 
nation  was  fixed  to  the  Chefapeak,  fettled  the  point  by 
leaving  no  alternative  -,  on  which  a  joint  anfwer  from 

gen.  Walliino;ron  and  count  de  Rochambeau  was  fent  to 

Aug.  ^  ^  ... 

ly.  de  Grafle  on  the  17th,  to  give  him  notice  of  their  deter- 
mination to  remove  tlie  whole  of  the  French  army, 
and  as  large  a  detachment  of  the  Americans  as  could  be 
fpared  to  the  Chefapeak,  there  to  m.eet  his  excellency. 
The  appearanc  e  of  an  attack  upon  New  York  however 
was  flill  continued,  and  to  induce  the  firmed  perfuafion 
of  its  being  intended,  ovens  were  eredcd  oppofite  to 
Staten  Ifland  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rariton  for  the  ufe  of 
the  French  forces.  VV  lille  this  deception  was  playing 
off  againft  Sir  Henry  Clinton;,  the  rilied  army  crofTed 

,4.  the  North  river  on  the  24th,  and  pufhed  for  Philadel- 
phia, where  they  arrived  on  the  30th  about  three  o^clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  v/cre  faluted  by  firing  of  guns 
and  rineincr  of  beibi  and  in  the  evening;  with  bonfires 

and 
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^nd  Illuminations.     While  the  allies  v/cre  marching,  the  17^'- 
royalifts  at  New  York  were  pleafing  themfelves  with 
this  intelligence  publifhed  in  their  Gazette  of  Aiiguft 
the  25th. — ^'  A  gentleman  juft  arrived  from  Jerfey  in- 
forms us,  that  young  Laurens  lately  pafled  through  tliaC 
province  on  his  return  from  Paris,  and  has  brought  the 
following  very  intereiling  intelligence,  that  THE  EM- 
PEROR   OF    GERMANY  "had    DECLARED 
PIIMSELF  THE  ALLY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 
[all  in  large  capitals]  which  threw  the  court  of  Verfailles 
into  much  confufion,  as,  in  confequence  of  this   great 
event,  the  French  nation  mull  withdraw  all  fuppo^^t  from 
their  new  alHes,  the  rebels  of  this  continent ;   and  we 
are  informed  it  has,  with  another  concurring  circumftance;* 
occafioned  Mr.  Wafhington  and  the  count  de  Rocham- 
beau  to  quit  their  menacing  pofition  at  White  Plains. 
We  are  alfo  told,  that  the  French  admiral  is  embark- 
ing ail  the  fick  troops  on  beard  his  fquadron,  from  which 
it  is  fuggefted  that  their  fleet  and  armiy  are  to  be  v/ith- 
drav/n  from  Rliode  I  Hand,  to  (Irengthen  themfelves  in 
the  Weil  Indies,     It  is  faid,  that  the  French  and  rebels 
left  their  ground  the  day  after  Mr.  Wafnington  received 
the  mortifying  account  of  the  emperor's  alliance  with 
his  old  friend  the  court  of  Great  Britain.'*     Tne  fea- 
fonable  arrival  of  lieut.  col.  Laurens  at  the  northward, 
and  his  journey  through  Jerfey  to  Philadelphia,  afforded 
the  opportunity  of  fabricating  fuch  inform.ation  to  afTifl 
in  difguifmg  the  movemient  of  the  allied  army  *.     On 
the  4th  of  September,  Waihington  wrote  to  gen.  Greene  g^^^ 
^--"  The  plan  has  been  totally  changed,  occafioned  by     4- 
,  a  variety  of  circumilances,  two  only  need  be  mentioned, 

*  A  letter  to  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  printed  for  Debrett,  1781, 

the 


128  THE       HISTORY       OF       THE 

1781.  the  arrival  of  more  than  2000  Germans  at  New  York, 
and  a  certain  information  that  de  Grafle  would  make 
his  firfl  appearance  in  the  Chefapeak,  commence  his 
operations  in  Virginia,  and  could  not  continue  long 
on  the  coafts.  I  am  now  advanced  to  Philadelphia  with 
more  than  2000  American  infantry,  a  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery, and  fuch  apparatus  for  a  fiege  as  v/e  could  com- 
mand." 

The  fubfequent  operations  of  the  allied  troops  muft 
be  related  the  next  opportunity :  only  let  m.e  mention 
how  the  French  behaved,  while  refiding  at  Newport, 
and  on  their  march  to  Philadelphia.     During  their  whole 
Hay  at  Newport,  they  did  not  dam.age  the  property  of 
the  inhabitants  to  the  am.ount  of  a  hundred  dollars.  The 
towns  people  could  v/alk  about  in  the  evening  and  ac 
night,  with  as   much  fafety  as  if  there  were  no  tioops 
in  the  place.     Officers  of  the  firft  rank  and  quality  con- 
verfed  with  traders,  merchants  and  gentlemen,  whenever 
the  language  of  either  v/as  enough  underftood  to  admit 
of  it,  with  the  utmofl  affability.      Their  eafy  manners 
and  condefcendino;  civilitv  endeared  them  to  the  citizens 
among  whom  they  were  quartered  j  and  produced  com- 
parifons  between  them  and  the  bulk  of  Britifh  officers 
who  had  been  before  amiOng  them,  no  wife  to  the  ad* 
vantage   of  the    latter.     When  the  foldiers  were   en- 
camped out  of  Newport,  the  cows  grazing  in  the  adjoin- 
ing fields  were  never  injured,  or  fo  much  as  milked. 
They  were  rather  a  guard  than  a  nuifance.     The  voice 
of  individuals  and  of  the  people  at  large,  commended 
them  for  their  exem.plary  behaviour.    When  they  march-** 
ed  through  the  country  in  their  way  to  the  American 
armys  their  two  columns  obferved  uncommon  regula- 
rity 
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rity;  and  a  gentleman  in  a  public  charadler  told  me,  ^7^^* 
that  when  they  pafied  through  his  town,  they  did  not  do 
more  damage  than  if  they  had  been  a  couple  of  Ame- 
rican corporals  guards.  The  fame  condu6l  was  prac- 
tifed  elfewhere.  Every  care  v/as  taken  to  put  the  inha« 
bitants  to  the  lead  pofTible  inconvenience :  thefe  were 
agreeably  furprifed  at  finding  that  fuch  a  number  of 
men  in  arms  could  occafion  fo  little  difturbance  and 
trouble.  They  were  welcome  guefts  too,  as  they  paid 
punctually  for  all  they  wanted,  with  hard  money.  Here 
Jet  it  be  remarked,  that  the  abundance  of  hard  money 
which  was  brought  into  the  United  States,  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  French  navy  and  army,  furnifl^ed  a  quantity 
of  cafh  that  was  extremely  ufeful  to  the  Americans, 
and  in  a  degree  checked  the  rapid  grov/th  of  their  diftrefTes 
through  the  expiring  {late  of  the  paper  currency.  The 
unibn  of  thefe  feveral  pardculars,  and  the  expeclation  of 
further  benefits  in  military  operations,  placed  the  Ame- 
ricans and  French  on  the  moft  friendly  footing,  though  a 
few  years  before  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  reviling, 
hating  and  fighting  with  each  other. 

Accounts  of  the  military  and  naval  operations  at  Pen- 
facola  and  in  the  Wefl  Indies  having  reached  the  conti- 
nent, the  famie  fhall  now  be  related. 

Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez  having  extended  his  views  to 
the  taking  of  Penfacola,  and  thereby  completing  the  con^ 
queft  of  Weft  Florida,  went  to  the  Havannah  to  for- 
ward and  take  upon  him  the  commiand  of  the  force 
deftined  for  that  lervice.  Soon  after  the  tieet  had  failed, 
it  was  nearly  ruined  by  a  hurricane.  Four  capital  fi^aps, 
befide  others,  were  loft ;  and  all  on  board  perilhed  to 
the  amount  of  more  than  c^ooo.     The  .remainder  of  the 

Vol..  IV,  a  flc^et 
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*7Si»  fleet  put  back  to  the  Havannah;  the  critical  arrival  of 
four  ftore  fhips  from  Spain,  enabled  them  to  refit  fpeedily ; 
and  five  fail  of  the  llne^,  with  fmaller  veflels,  were  dif- 
patched  to  condtK^t  Doa  Gslvez,.  with  between  7  and 
Mar.  8000  land  forces^  on  the  expedition.     They  arrived  be- 
9»      fore  Penfacola  on  the  9th  of  March,^  and  were  followed 
in-  time  by  Don  Solano-  with  the  rem-aijider  of  the  fleet,, 
the  whole  arhounting  ta  1 5  fail  of  the  line.     The  en- 
trance of  the  harbour  could  not  be  long  defended  againii 
fo  great  a  power.     The  pafTagtrwas  forced  -,  the  landincr 
effeded;  the  groi^nd  broken,  and  the  fiege  commenced 
in  form  by  fea  and  land.     The  garrife  was  weak ;.  and 
compofed  of  the  renaains  of  Britilh  regiments,  ofMarr- 
land  and  Pennfyivania  royalifts,  of  Waldeckers,  failors, 
marines,  inhabitants  and  negroes. 

By  the  prudent  .manageTneat  ©f  gen.  Campbell,  ther^ 
Was  not  the  fmalleli  dif^sordance  in  fo  motley  a  garri- 
fon ;  and  to  their  praife,  they  behaved  bravely  and  pa-* 
tiendy  through  every  part  of  the  fiege.     The  defeno 
was  vigorous.     In  the  firft  week  of  May  the  Spaniard.^ 
had  done  nothing  decifive  j  and  yet  they  were  not  flack 
in  advancing  their  works.     The  fate  of  the  place  was 
inevitable  >   bM  she  redudlion  of  it  would  have  coR 
them  confiderably  more  time  and  trouble,  if  an  accident 
had  not  fruftrated  tlic  liopes  of  the  befieged.     The  fall- 
^ing  of  a  bomb,  near  the  door  of  the  magazine  belong- 
ing to  the  redoubt,  and  which  lay  under  its  centre,  de- 
cided the  fate  of  Penfacola.     The  burfl:ing  of  the  bomb 
Ibrced  open  the  door ;  fet  fir€  to  the  powder  within;  and 
in  an  infliant  the  whole  redot^b^  was  nearly  a  heap  of 
rubbifh.     Two  Sank  works  Hill  remained  entire ;  and 
through  the  cookefs  and  intrepidity  of  the  officers  who 

com- 
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commanded  In  them,  and  the  excellent  nfe  they  made  ^7^^* 
of  their  artillery,  the  befiegers,  who  rufhed  on  to  take 
advantage  of  the  confufion  and  to  ftorm  the  place,  were 
in  their  firft  onfet  repulfed.     By  this  brave  exertion, 
time  was  obtained  to  carry  ofF  the  wounded,  and  Rich 
artillery  as  was  not  buried  in  the  ruins.     But  the  enemy 
bringing  on  their  whole  force  to  attack  the  flank  Vv^orks, 
they   were    necefTarily    abandoned.     In   thefe    circum- 
flances,  and  without  the  moil  diftant  hope  of  relief,  it 
would  have  been  madnefs  to  contend  longer.     An  ho- 
norable capitulation  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Chefter  the 
governor,  and  gen.  Campbell.     The  place  was  delivered  ^^^ 
up  on  the  9th  of  May.     The  Britifh  troops  were  allovv^ed     9. 
to  march  out  with  the  honors  of  war ;  were  to  be  con- 
duced to  one  of  the  ports  belonging  to  Great  Britain, 
the  port  of  Auguftine  and  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  only 
excepted ;  and  were  not  to  ferve  againft  Spain  or  her 
allies  until  properly  exchanged.     The  Americans  are 
not  pleafed  that  the  exception  was  not  extended  ;  as  it 
left  the  Brinfh  at  liberty  to  fend  them  to  New  York, 
where  a  part  of  them  arrived  in  a  polacre  on  the  4th  of 

July. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  in  confequence  of  Informatiori 
concerning  the  French  fleet  under  the  count  de  GrafTe, 
detached  the  admirals.  Sir  Samuel  Hood  and  Drake, 
with  1 7  fail  of  the  Hne,  to  cruife  off  Fort  Royal  for  the 
purpofe  of  intercepting  him.  On  the  aSth  of  April,  28, 
fome  of  Sir  SamueFs  headmoft  fbips  returned  haftily  in 
fight,  and  with  fignals  announced  the  appearance  of  a 
fuperior  fleet  and  a  numerous  convoy  to  the  windward 
of  Point  Salines.  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  for  a 
general  chace  to  windward :  and  at  night  it  was  deter-  ' 

K  2  mined 
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'7^1'  mined  by  the  admirals  to  continue  the  line  a-head  (which 
had  been  previoufly  formed)  ib  that  getting  as  much  as 
pofTible  to  windvs'ard,  they  might  clofe  in  with  Fort 
Royal  at  day  light,  and  cut  off  the  enemy  from  the 
harbour.  In  the  morning  the  French  appeared,  their 
convoy  keeping  clofe  in  with  the  land,  while  count  de 
Grafle  drew  up  his  iieet  in  a  line  of  battle  a-breafl  for 
their  proteftion  :  notwithftanding  the  utmoil  exertions  of 
the  Britifh,  he  v/as  joined  by  four  ihips  of  the  line  and 
a  fifty  from  Fort  Royal  harbour.  The  Britifh  com- 
manders ufed  every  m.anoeuvre  to  bring  him  to  clofe 
action  1  but:  h.e  being  lo  windward,  and  fo  having  the 
choice,  preferred  a  long  fliot  diftance.  A  partial  en- 
^^acement  commienced.  The  van  and  the  neareft  fliips 
m  the  centre  of  the  Britifh,  were  expofed  to  a  long  and 
Jieavy  weight  of  fire  in  their  fbruggles  to  clofe  the 
iM'cnch  and  get  to  the  windward  :  but  fuffered  chiefly 
in  their  mails,  hulls  and  rigging.  The  action  lailed 
about  three  hours ;  when  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  finding 
that  not  one  (hot  in  ten  of  the  French  reached,  and  that 
liis  attempts  to  gain  the  wind  were  fruitlefs,  ceafed 
firing.  Five  ihips  were  rendered  unfit  for  immediate 
iervice;  and  the  RufTel  received  fo  many  iliots  between 
wind  and  water,  that  flie  was  obliged  to  bear  away  for 
Statia.  The  count  de  Gralle  had  now  a  decided  fupe- 
riority  s  and  the  following  day  would  have  brought  on 
a  clofe  engagement,  v^hich  w;>s  prevented  by  the  unex- 
pected manoeuvres  of  Sir  Samuel.  After  various  move- 
nients  on  the  part  of  the  two  tieets  through  the  day, 
die  Britifh  bore  away  in  the  night  for  Antigua.  The 
•French  purfued  in  the  morning,  came  up  with  the  Tor- 
bay  (which  received  feveral  fliot  and  fome  damage  be- 

fore 
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fore  fhe  could  be  relieved)   and  continued  the  purfuit^7^** 
through  the  reft  of  the  day,  but  languidly. 

The  arrival  of  the  RulTel  indicated  to  Sir  George 
Rodney  the  danger  of  attending  longer  to  the  fale  of 
the  effeds  of  Statia.  She  was  repaired  with  the  utmoft 
expedition,  and  in  three  days  after  her  arrival,  adrn. 
Rodney  and  gen.  Vaughan,  with  the  Sandwich,  Tri- 
umph, Ruflel,  and  fome  land  forces,  proceeded  to  join 
Sir  Sam.  Hood  and  to  prote6t  the  iflands.  After  fome 
time  the  BritiHi  fleet  failed  from.  Antigua  to  Barbadoes. 
Meanwhile  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  wdth  a  body  of  troops  p^^ 
under  the  vifcount  Damas,  landed  in  the  night  at  St.  lo* 
Lucie,  whofe  garrifon  was  weak.  The  accidental  ar- 
rival of  a  frigate,  and  of  two  (loops  of  vv'ar,  who  in- 
flantly  landed  their  feamen  and  marines  to  man  the  bat- 
terieSj  contributed  much  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
iiland.  The  mod  vigorous  preparations  were  made  by 
gen.  St.  Leger  for  the  defence  of  the  different  pofts. 
The  French  fleet,  of  25  fail  of  the  line,  bore  down 
with  a  view  of  anchoring  in  Grofs  Iflet  Bay;  but  were 
received  v/ith  fo  fevere  a  fire,  diat  they  retired  to  lee- 
ward. The  marquis  reimbarked  his  troops  in  the  night, 
and  die  whole  %et  ^ftood  over  to  Martinico  the  next 


morning. 


On  the  day  Sir  George  Rodney  arrived  at  Barbadoes  23, 
with  the  fleet,  a  Imall  French  fquadron,  with  about  1200 
land  forces,  appeared  off  Tobago,  and  the  troops  were 
landed  the  next  day.  Gov.  Fergufon  immediately  dif- 
patched  the  Rattlelhake  with  intelligence  to  the  admirals 
and  the  captain  had  the  good  fortune  to  deliver  the 
difpatch  at  12  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  26th.  Rodney 
not  conceiving  aright  ciiher  of  the  force  of  the  invaders, 
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n^i-or  the  ftrength  of  the  garrlfon,  contented  himfelf  with 
fending  Drake  with  fix  fail  of  the  line,  forpe  frigates,  a 
reginaent,  and  two  additional  companies  to  the  relief  of 
the  ifland.  Drake  was  inflrucTted,  after  landing  the 
forces,  and   endeavouring  to  deftroy  the  fquadron  by 

yr     which  Tobago  was  invefled,  to  rejoin  Rodney  without 

z^,  a  moment's  lofs  of  time.  On  the  day  he  left  Barbadoes, 
Sir  George  received  information  that  the  French  grand 
fleet  was  apparently  {landing  toward  Tobago.  When 
Drake  made  it  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  he  difco- 
vered  de  Grafife  with  feveral  (hips  to  leeward,  between 
him  and  the  ifland.  He  explored  the  count's  fituation 
and  ftrength  -,  and  on  obferving  that  it  confifted  of  27 
fail  of  the  line,  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  to  afford  any 
relief  to  the  ifland,  he  hauled  his  wind  and  failed  back; 
but  was  purfued  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  while  two  of 
his  fwifteft  frigates  were  difpatched  to  inform  Rodney 
of  his  return.  Drake  arrived  in  fight  of  Carlifle-bay 
on  the  2d  of  June,  but  the  remainder  of  the  Britiih 
fleet  did  not  come  out  till  the  following  day.     The 

31.  French  had  landed  on  the  31ft  of  May,  another  body 
of  1200  men;  v;hile  the  force  employed  for  the  defence 
of  Tobago,  including  regulars,  ^militia  and  feamen, 
amounted  only  to  427  whites^,  befidu  a  fmali  party  of  40 
armed  negroes.  Thefe  were  encamped  on  mount  Con- 
cordia; where  they  rem.ained  from  the  25th  of  May  tp 
the  I  ft  of  June,  when  they  evacuated  the  poft  at  one 
in  the  morning,  and  retired  to  their  laft  faftn^fs;,  th0 
way  to  which  was  extremely  difficult.  The  marquis  de 
.  Bouille  purfued  the  garrifon  with  the  utmoft  eagernefs; 
but  finding  his  troops  overcome  by  the  heat,  while  the 
fugitives  were  ftili  four  miles  a-head  of  him^  and  that  he 

icould 
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could  not  even  procure  any  perfon  who  would  condu6l  i^Si* 
ills  troops  through  the  intricate  ways  they  had  to  pafs, 
fie  determined  ^poia  making  terror  unite  with  force  in 
the  fhortening  of  a  bufinefs^  which  might  be  not 
^nly  tedious,  but  prove  an  hinderance  to  other  great 
objects  ftill  in  view.  He  accordingly  ordered  two  capital 
plantations,  which  were  nearelt  at  hand,  to  be  reduced 
to  aflies ;  and  perceiving  that  their  de{lru<5lion  did  not 
produce  the  defired  effedtj  he  orckred  that  four  more 
ihould  meet  v/ith  a  fimikr  fate  at  the  comnr^ncement  of 
■every  fo\sr  hours-,  till  a  furrender  fhould  be  made  to  the 
morning  fummons  he  had  fent  to  the  garrifon.  The 
inilitia  now  abfolutely  refufed  to  hold  out  any  longer. 
All  the  governor's  remonftrances  were  in  vain,  TJie 
commafiding  oHicer  of  the  regulars  refufed  to  obey  his 
orders,  and  the  foldiers  determined  to  .capitulate^  The 
governor  was  at  length  prevailed  on  to  confent  to  a  capi- 
tulation, which  took  place  on  the  2d  of  June.  The  2. 
conditions  were  exceedingly  favorable  and  advantageous 
to  the  idand. 

The  Britifh  fleets  amounting  m  20  or  21  fnips  of  the 
line,  were  foon  informed  on  their  arrival  off  Tobago 
of  -the  lofs  of  the  ifland.  The  next  day  they  were  in 
fight  of  the  French  fleet,  confifting  of  24  fail  of  the 
line.  The  Britifh  Ihips  were  cleared  with  the  iitmofl 
;alacrity  for  action.  Count  de  Grafle  was  to  leeward, 
iand  feemed  more  difpofed  to  feek  than  to  iliun  an  en- 
gagement.: the  option  was  on  the  fide  of  Sir  George 
Rodney,  who  in  the  prefent  inftance  declined  fighting, 
and  probably  on  very  warrantable  grounds.  Soon  after, 
the  count  failed  for  Martinico. 

Certain  acts  of  congrefs  here  deferve  to  be  noticed. 
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"781.     On  the  26th  of  May,  Mr.  Morris,  twelve  days  after 
26.     he  had  fignified  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  fuperin- 
tendant  of  finance,  had  the  fatisfadion  of  learning,  that 
the  congrefs  had  that  day  approved  of  the  plan  for  efta- 
blifliing  a  national  bank  in  the  United  States,  which  he 
had  fubmittedto  their  confideration  on  the  17th.     They 
reiblved  to  promote  and  fiipport  it ;  and  that  the  fub- 
fcribers  fhonld  be  incorporated  under  the  name  of — The 
frefidenty    direolors  and    company  cf  the  hank    of  North 
America.     They  alfo  recommended  to  the  feveral  ilates 
the  making  of  proper  laws  for  the  prevention  of  other 
banks  or  bankers  being  eftablilbed  or  allowed  within  the. 
faid  dates  refpeclively  during  the  war.     It  is  thought, 
that  this  bank  wiU  be  of  eminent  fervice  to  the  United^ 
States,  and  tend  gready  to  lefTen  their  embarraffments ; 
and  that  it  will  be  no  lefs  beneficial  to  the  public  than 
to  the  individual  fubfcribers. 
June       Congrefs  agreed  "  That  the  minifter  plenipotentiary 
M*  ■  at  Verfailles,  be  authorized  to  offer  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne 
jy]„  in   exchange  for   tlie   honorable  Henry  Laurens.     On 
^3-     July  the  23d,  they  refolved — "  That  five  fuitable  per- 
fons  be  appointed  and  authorized  to  open  a  fubfcription 
for  a  loan  of  30,000  dollars,  for  the  fupport  of  fuch  of 
the  citizens  of   South  Carolina  and   Georgia,  as  have 
been  driven  from  their  country  and  polTeffions  by  the 
enemy,  the  faid  ftates  refpe<5i:ively,  by  their  delegates  in 
congrefs,  pledging  their  faith  for  the  repayment  of  the 
fums  fo  lent  with  intereft,   in  propornon  to  the  fums 
which  fhall  be   received  by  their  refpedlive  citizens,  as 
foon  as  the  legiflatures  of  the  faid  ftates  fliali  feverally 
be  in  condition  to  make  provifion  for  fo  doing,  and  con- 
grefs hereby   guaranteeing  this  obligadon: — That  the 
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faid  five  perfons  do  alfo  receive  voluntary  and  free  dona-  '7S*» 
tions  to  be  applied  to  the  further  relief  of  the  faid  fuf- 
ferers: — Ordered,  That  the  prefident  fend  a  copy  of  the 
above  refolution  to  the  executives  of  the  feveral  flates 
not  in  the  power  of  the  enenny,  requefting  them  to  pro- 
mote the  fuccefs  of  the  faid  loan  and  donation  in  fuch 
way  as  they  fliall  think  bed/' 

To  your  comprehending  this  refolution,  you  muft  be 
informed  of  the  following  particulars.  In  June,  a  gene- 
ral exchange  of  prifoners  was  agreed  to  for  the  fouthera 
dates,  in  which  the  militia  on  both  fides  were  refpec- 
tively  exchanged  for  each  other.  Notwithflanding  every 
difficulty,  a  confiderable  number  of  the  inhabitants  had 
perfeveringly  refufed  to  become  Bridih  fubje6ls.  Thefe 
being  exchanged,  were  delivered,  as  well  as  the  conti- 
nental  officers,  at  the  American  polls  in  Virginia  and 
Pennfylvania.  The  fuffering  friends  of  independence 
exulted  at  the  profpedl  of  their  being  releafed  from  con- 
finement, and  reftored  to  adivity  in  their  country's 
caufe  :  but  their  profpedls  were  obfcured  by  the  diftreffes 
brought  on  their  families  by  this  otherwife  defirable 
event.  On  the  25th  of  June  the  Britifh  commandant 
at  Charleftown,  lieut.  col.  Balfour,  iflued  the  following 
order — ^*  As  many  perfons  lately  exchanged  as  prifon- 
ers of  war,  and  others  who  have  long  chofe  to  refide  in 
the  colonies  now  in  rebellion,  have,  notwithflanding  fuch 
their  abfence,  wives  and  families  ftill  remaining  here, 
the  weight  of  which,  on  all  accounts,  it  is  equally  im- 
politic as  inconfiftent  iliould  longer  be  fuffered  to  reft 
on  the  government  eflabliflied  here  and  the  refources  of 
it — The  commandant  is  therefore  pleafed  to  diredt,  that 
all  fuch  women,  children  and  others  as  above  defcribed, 

fhould 
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fjSi.fhould  quit  this  town  and  province  on  or  before  the  firft 
day  of  Auguft  next  enfuing ;  of  which  regulation  a]J 
fuch  perfons  are  hereby  ordered  to  take  notice,  and  to 
remove  themfelves  accordingly." 

Here   let  me   introduce  an  account   of  the  manner 
in  which   mofl   of  the   whig   ladies    conduced    while 
they    remained    in    Charleftown.      They    fhowed   an 
amazing   fortitude,    and    the    ftrongeft   attachment   to 
the  caufe  of  their  country,  and  gloried   in  the  appel- 
lation of  rebel  ladies.     Neither   foothing   perfuafions. 
nor   menacing  hints,   nor  their   own   natural   turn  for^ 
gaiet}'    and   amufement,    could  prevail    on    them    to 
grace  th-e  ball  or  afTembly  ^ith  their  prefence,  to  oblige  i 
the  Britifh  officers  with  their  hand  in  a  dance,  or  even 
ro  accompany  th-em,  notwithftanding  the  engaging  qua- , 
lities  that  many  of  them,  poflelled-     But  no  fooner  was . 
an  American  ofHcer  introduced  as  a  prifoner,  than  his, 
company  was  fought  for  and  his  perfon  treated  withj 
every  pofTible  mark  of  attention  and   refped.     They 
even  vifited  the  prifon  Ihips  and  other  places  of  confine- 
ment to  fokce  their  fuffering  countrymen*     At  other 
feafons  they  reared  in  a  great  meafure  from  the  public 
eye,  wept  over  the  diflrefles  of  their  country,  and  gave 
every  proof  of  the  warmed  attachment  to  its  fuffering . 
caufe.     In  the  height  of  the  Britiila  conquefts,  whe^^ 
poverty  and  ruin  feemed  the  unavoidable  portion  of  every 
adherent  to  the  independence  of  America,  tbey  difco- 
vered  more  firmneis  than  the  men.     Many  of  them,  like.  ^ 
guardian  angels,  preferved  their  hufoands  from  faUing 
in  the  hour  of  temptation,  when  intereil  and  cpnvenir 
ence  had  almofl:  gotten  the  better  of  honor  and  patri- 
qufm*     Many  examples  coj.iId  be  produced   of  their 
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cheerfully  parting  with  their  fens,  hufbands  and  brothers  ^7Su 
(among  thofe  who  were  banifhed,  and  whofe  property- 
was  feized  by  the  conquerors)  exhorting  them  to  forti- 
tude, and  repeatedly  entreating  them  never  to  fuffer 
family  attachments  to  interfere  with  the  duty  they  owed 
to  their  country.  Such  exemplary  patriotifm  excited  in 
feveral  Britifh  officers  a  mean  refentment,  which  put 
them  upon  employing  the  negroes  in  rude  infults  on 
thofe  diftinguifhed  heroines.  When  the  fuccefifes  of 
gen.  Greene  afforded  the  latter  an  opportunity,  they 
adopted  a  genteel  retaliation  by  drefling  in  green  and 
ornamenting  their  perfons  with  green  feathers  and  rib- 
bons, and  thus  parading  the  ftreets  in  triumph. 

The  gentlemen,,  who  had  been  removed  from  Charlef^ 
town  to  St,  Auguftine,  as  has  been  already  related,  ob- 
tained their  releafe  by  the  general  exchange,  and  were 
delivered  at  Philadelphia.  They  had  fufrered  greatly 
fince  they  were  fent  off.  Lieut,  gov.  Gadfden,  to  ex- 
prefs  his  indignation  at  the  ungenerous  treatment  he  had 
met  with,  refufed  to  accept  an  offered  parole  in  St. 
Auguftine  ;  and  with  the  greateft  fortitude,  bore  a  clofe 
confinement  in  the  caftle  for  fprp/-two  weeks,  rather 
than  give  a  fecond  parole  to  a  power  which  he  con- 
fidered  as  having  plainly  violated  the  engagement  con- 
tained in  the  firft.  The  other  gentlemen  renewed  their 
paroles  and  had  the  liberty  of  the  town,  but  were  treated 
with  much  indignity.  As  if  no  dependence  could  be 
placed  on  their  honor,  they  were  ordered  every  day  to 
appear  on  the  public  parade,  and  to  anfwer  to  their 
names  at  roil  calling.  For  upward  of  ten  months  they 
were  debarred  from  correfponding  with  their  wives  and 
families,  unlefs  they  wouid  fubjedt  every  letter  to  exami- 

nation. 
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•JT^i- nation.  Deftitute  of  gold  and  filver,  they  could  fcarccly, 
■fupport  thennfelves  i  and  were  lefs  able  to  provide  for 
their  conne6tions,  v.'ho  were  left  in  want  and  in  the 
power  of  the  conquerors.  The  eariieft  alleviation  of 
their  forrows,  after  the  cartel  had  been  fettled,  was  de- 
nied to  them.  Though  their  wives  and  children,  who; 
had  been  left  in  Charleftown,  were  ordered  to  Philadel- 
phia at  the  fanne  time  with  themfelves,  Balfour  gave  ex- 
prefs  dire6lion  that  they  fliould  not  be  fuffered  to  touch 
at  Charlellown.  More  than  a  thoufand  perions  were, 
'by  the  meafures  of  the  commandant,  exiled  from  theirj 
homeS)  and  thrown  on  the  charity  of  ftrangers  for  theiri 
fupport.  Hufbands  and  wives,  parents  and  children,! 
Tome  of  whom  had  been  for  feveral  months  feparated 
.from  each  other,  were  doomed  to  have  their  firft  inter- 
view in  a  difhant  land.     To  alleviate  the  diftrefies  of 

4 

thefe  and  fimilar  fufferers,  congrefs  pafled  the  preceding 
refolution.  The  propriety  of  it  was  dill  more  apparent 
fome  time  after,  when  what  had  been  tranlacted  at' 
Charlellown  was  knovvu.  Several  of  the  exchanged  per- 
fons  were  owners  of  landed  property  in  that  town ;  andi 
by  the  capitulation  had  an  undoubted  right  to  difpofe  of: 
it  for  their  own  advantage.  They  were  however  de-j 
barred  that  liberty  by  the  following  order,  iflued  on  the 
nth  of  July — "  The  commandant  is  pleafed  to  dire61", 
that  no  perfon,  living  under  the  rebel  government,  fhaiii 
have  liberty,  or  grant  power  to  others  for  fo  doing,  to 
let  or  leafe  any  houfe  within  this  town  Vv'ithout  a  fpecial 
licenfe  for  fo  doipg,  as  it  is  Intended  to  take  all  fuch, 
houfes  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  public  fervicc,  paying 
,to  die  owners  of  diofe  fecured  by  the  capitulatioa,  a, 
.icaforablc.r<^nt  for  the  fame^,  <j.s  by  this  means  govern- 
ment' 
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inent  will  be  enabled  to  reinftate  its  firm  friends  in  pof-  17^^- 
'ieflion  of  their  own  houfes  within  alhort  fpace  of  time." 
Ilh  confequence  of  this  mandate,  the  exchanged  fufferers 
'could  make  no  prefent  advantage  of  their  property  m 
Charleftown,  and  were  fubjed'ed  to  the  pleafure  of  the 
'  Britidi  for  any  future  compenfation. 

When  the  general  exchange  took  place  in  June,  out 
of  nineteen  hundred  prifoners  taken  at  the  furrender  of 
Gliarleflov/n,  on  the  12th  of  May,  17  So,  and  feveral 
hundreds  more  taken  afterward  at  Camden  and  Fif^iing 
Creek,  on  the  i6th  and  i8th  of  Au gull,  only  {evtn 
hundred  and  forty  were  reftored  to  the  fervice  of  their 
country.  The  unfortunate  men  were  crowded  on  board- 
the  prifon  fhips  in  fuch  numbers,  that  feveral  were 
obliged  to  Hand  up  for  want  of  room  to  lie  down.  Con- 
grefs  could  not  command  hard  money  for  their  relief. 
Wine,  and  fuch  like  comforts,  particularly  neceflary  for 
the  fick  in  fouthern  climates,  could  nor  be  obtained 
from  the  Britifh  hofpitals.  Many  died.  But  it  v/as  nor 
by  deaths  alone  that  the  Americans  were  deprived  of 
their  foldiers.  Lord  Charles-Greville  Montague  inlifled 
530  of  them  for  the  Britifh  fervice  in  Jamaica. 

The  exchan«;e  brouo;ht  relief  to  the  continental  officers 
taken  at  Charleftown.  They  were  confined  to  Had- 
drell's  Point  and  its  vicinity.  Far  from,  friends  and  defli- 
tute  of  hard  money,  they  were  reduced  to  the  greateft. 
ftraits.  Many  of  them,  though  born  in  afRuence  and 
habituated  to  attendance,  v/ere  compelled  to  do  not 
only  the  moft  menial  offices  for  themdelves,  but  could 
fcarcely  procure  the  plained  neceflai-ies  of  life.  During 
a  captivity  of  thirteen  months,  they  received  no  more 
from  dieir  country  thaa  nine  days  pay.  They  w^ere  de- 
barred 
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,y8i. barred  the  liberty  of  fifhing  for  their  fupport,  though! 
their  great  leifure  and  many  wants  made  it  an  objeft  \ 
not  only  as  an  amiifement,  but  as  a  mean  of  fupplying ' 
their  necelTities.     After  bearing  thefe  evils  with  forti^ 
tilde,  they  were  informed  in  March,  by  lieut.  col.  Bal- 
four, that,  by  pofitive  orders  from  lord  Cornwallis,  he 
was  to  fend  them  to  Ibme  one  of  the  Weft  India  idands. 
Preparations  were  made  for  the  execution  of  the  man- 
date ;  but  the  general  exchange  of  prifoners  rendered 
them  abortive. 

It  appearing  to  congrefs  from  the  reprefentatlon  of 
the  American  gov.  Clinton  and  other  information,  that 
commiffions  had  been  granted  by  the  gov.  of  Connec- 
ticut, authorizing  the  perfons  to  whom  they  were  given, 
among  other  things,  to  go  on  Long  Ifland  and  other 
iflands  adjacent,  and  feize  the  goods  and  merchandifc 
they  ihould  there  find,  the  property  of  Britilh  fubjedls ;  ^ 
and  that  the  faid  commiffions  were  attended  with  many  | 
abufes  dangerous  to  the  public,  as  well  as  diftrefTing  to 
the  cidzens  and  friends  of  thefe  United  States,  inhabiting 
the  faid  iflands,  fome  of  whom,  under  pretext  of  the  | 
powers  contained  in  fuch  commiffions,  had  been  plun-  \ 
dered  of  their  property,    and  otherwife  badly  treated:^ 
and  that  the  further  continuance  of  the  faid  commifTion.  ■, 
would  impede  the  public  fervice  in  that  quarter, — the 
Aug.  «  Therefore  refolved,  that  the  gov.  of  Conne61:icut  be,.\ 
^'      and  he  is  hereby,  defired  immediately  to  revoke  fuch 
commiffions,  fo  far  as  they  authorize  the  feizure  of  gooci 
on  Long  Ifland  or  clfewhere,  on  land  not  within  the  ftate 
of  Conne6licut."     It  was  high  time  to  revoke  them,  fo: 
under  their  cover  a  fet  of  unprincipled  plunderers  corr- 

niitted^ 
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niitted  greater  ravages  upon  many  of  the  fa(i  friends  of  n^^* 
America,  than  the  words  of  congrefs  fully  exprefs. 

In  confequence  of  inllru6lions  of  Auguil  the  ,';d,  gen. 
Wafhington  wrote  on  the  cift— ^^  The  alnaoil  daily 2:. 
complaints  cf  the  feverities  exercifed  toward  the  Ame- 
rican marine  prifoners  in  New  York,  have  induced  die 
congrefs  to  direct  me  to  remonflrate  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  his  Britifh  majeily's  il^jips  upon  the  fub- 
jed.  Tlie  principal  complaint  now  is,  the  inadequacy 
of  the  room  in  the  prifon  fliips,  to  the  number  of  pri- 
foners  confined  on  board  them,  which  occafions  the  death 
of  many,  and  is  the  occafion  of  mofl:  intolerable  incon- 
veniencies  and  diilrefles  to  thofe  who  furvlve."  Hg 
had  written  early  in  the  fpring  to  Sir  PI,  Clinton— -^^  The 
very  healthy  condition,  in  which  all  prifoners  have  been 
returned  by  us  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
carries  with  it  a  convidion,  that  they  have  been  uni- 
formly and  comfortably  accommodated  and  fed  onwhole- 
fome  provifions.  So  conlcious  have  I  been,  that  the 
fituation  in  which  we  always  kept  prifoners  of  war  wouki 
bear  infpection,  that  I  have  never  been  averfe  to  having 
them  vifited  by  an  officer  of  your  own,  who  might  be 
a  witnefs  to  the  propriety  of  their  treatment.  A  requeft 
of  this  nature  was  a  verv  little  time  ao:o  refufed  to  us  by 
the  officer  commanding  the  Bridlh  navy  in  the  harbour 
of  New  York." 

On  Auguil  the  i\%  congrefs  authorized  gen.  Wafli- 
ington  to  go  into  a  full  exchange  of  gen.  Eurgoyne,  and 
all  the  remaining  officers  of  the  Saratoga  convention ; 
2nd  refolved  that  the  prifoners  taken  by  the  Britifn  at 
the  Cedars,  fhould  be  confidered  as  fubjedls  of  exchange. 
1  hat  day  week  they  prdered  the  board  of  war  to  make  28, 
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j«gj.  a  fale  of  certain  cannon  and  flores  in  the  ilate  of  Rhode 
Ifland,  {ovjpecie  only.  This  may  be  confidered  as  a  de- 
clarative aft  on  their  part  againft  the  further  circulation 
of  a  paper  currency.  It  has  indeed  ceafed  by  common 
confent.  Without  it  the  Americans  could  not  have  car* 
ried  on  the  war  to  the  prefent  period.  The  public  be- 
nefit  it  has  been  of  in  this  inftance,  will  compenfate  in 
the  eftimation  of  patriotic  politicians,  for  the  immenfe 
evils  of  which  it  has  otherwife  been  the  occafion.  The 
tender  laws  on  one  hand,  and  depreciation  on  the 
other,  rendered  it  the  bane  of  fociety.  All  clalTes  were 
infected.  It  produced  a  rage  for  fpeculating.  The  me- 
chanic, the  firmer,  the  lawyer,  the  phyfician,  the  mem- 
ber of  congrefs,  and  even  a  few  of  the  clergy,  in  fome 
places,  were  contaminated,  and  commenced  merchants 
and  fpeculators.  The  morals  of  the  people  w^ere  cor- 
rupted beyond  any  thing  that  could  have  been  believed 
prior  to  the  event.  All  ties  of  honor,  blood,  gratitude, 
humanity  and  juflice  were  diffolved.  Old  debts  were 
paid  in  feveral  ftates  when  the  paper  money  was  more 
than  70  for  one  in  hard  cafli ;  and  in  Virginia  when  at 
3C0  for  one.  Brothers  defrauded  brothers,  children  pa- 
rents and  parents  children.  Widows,  orphans  and  others^ 
who  had  lived  happily  on  their  annual  intereil,  were  im- 
poveriilied  by  being  obliged  to  take  depreciated  paper 
for  the  fpecie  principal  that  had  been  lent;  creditors 
were  frequently  compelled  to  receive  their  debts  in  that 
currency,  from  men  who  confelTed  before  witneffes,  that 
the  cafh  they  borrowed  faved  them  and  their  families 
from  ruin.  A  perfon  who  had  been  fupplied  v/ith  fpecie 
in  the  jail  at  Philadelphia,  while  the  Britiili  had  pofTef- 
fion  of  the  city,  repaid  it  in  paper  aftervr'ard  at  a  tenth 

part 
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part  of  its  value.  No  clafs  of  people  fuffered  more  by  H^^* 
the  depreciation  than  falary-nnen,  and  efpecially  the 
clergy,  particularly  in  the  Nev/  England  dates.  They 
were  reduced  to  the  greatell  difficulties^  and  were  much 
injured,  by  having  their  annual  incomes  paid  them  in 
paper,  v/ithout  having  the  badnefs  of  its  quality  com- 
penfated  in  the  quantity  allowed  them.  Vvhen  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  fome  compenfation  was  voted  to 
them  in  certain  places,  the  increafed  depreciation,  before 
the  falary  was  paid,  deftroyed  in  a  great  m.eafure  the 
efficacy  of  the  vote.  It  has  been  obferved  by  fomje, 
that  the  quakers  and  methodifts  in  Pennfylvania,  v/ere 
faithful  to  their  old  engagements,  and  were  not  cor- 
rupted by  handling  paper  m.oney;  Though  thefe  deno- 
minations excelled,  there  were  many  individuals  in  all 
religious  focieties  through  the  United  States  tliat  pre* 
ferved  their  integrity.  As  a  ilriking  inftance  of  the  na- 
ture and  efFe<5ls  of  a  depreciating  paper  currency,  the 
following  is  related  out  of  m^any.  A  merchant  of  Bof~ 
ton  fold  a  hogihead  of  rum,  for  twenty  pounds,  cafk 
included,  11ie  purchaier  did  not  fettle  for  it.  till  after 
the  feller  applied  to  him^  for  an  empty  hogffiead,  for  which 
he  was  charged  thirty  pounds.  When  they  came  to 
fettle,  the  mei-chant  found  v.pon  eKamining,  that  he  had 
to  pay  a  balance  often  pounds  on  th.at  very  cafk,  which, 
with  the  rum  ic  contained,  he  had  fold  for  twenty. 

The  extinction  of  the  paper  has  occafioned  no  con- 
vulfion  i  and  the  fpecie  which  the  French  army  and  navy 
have  already  introduced,  which  the  trade  now  opening 
with  die  Spanifh  and  French  Weft  India  iflands  mil  fur- 
niffi,  and  which  the  loan  from  France  will  fuppiy — this 
joint  quantity  added  to  what  will  now  be  brought  into 

Vol.  IV,  L  life 


1^6  THE      HISTORY    OF      TH2 

^T^^'iife  by  thofe  whofe  precaution  led  them  to  ftore  np  their 
hard  money,  will  prevent  the  miichiefs  that  muil  other- 
wife  have  enl'ued  from  a  total  want  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium. The  extraordinary  change  of  this  medium  with- 
out fliaking  the  iJnited  States  to  the  very  foundation, 
intimates  a  peculiarity  in  the  circumftances  and  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Americans,  diftinguifliing  them  from  the  in- 
habitants of  old  countries. 

A  fev7  detached  particulars  remain  to  be  related  be- 
fore  the  prefent  letter  is  forwardied. 

On  the  I  ith  of  Auguft^  3000  German  troops  arrived 
at  New  York  from  Europe.  The  fame  day  the  Ame- 
rican frigate  Trumbull  was  carried  in  by  one  of  the 
king's  fhips.  This  capture  has  reduced  the  naval  force 
of  the  United  States  to  two  frigates,  the  Alliance  and 
the  Deane.  A  number  of  fine  privateers  have  alfb 
been  taken-  by  the  royal  navy  ;  but  there  are  ilill  a  great 
many  from  the  different  dates  which  have  been  very 
fuccefsful. 

By  various  channels,  and  particularly  ths  arrival  of  a 
French  frigate  from  Brefl  on  the  15th  of  Auguil,  cer- 
tain advice  has  been  received  of  the  French  having  cap- 
tured a  number  of  fhips  frora  Statia.  It  fcems,  that 
France  determining  to  profit  fi'om  the  abfence  of  the 
Britifli  grand  fleet,  equipped  7  or  8  fnips  of  the  line  at 
Breft,  which  were  fent  out  in  the  beginning  of  May,  un- 
der M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  in  order  to  intercept  the 
Statia  convoy,  freighted  with  the  mod  valuable  com- 
modities taken  at  that  ifland,  as  well  as  a  rich  fleet  on 
Its  way  homx  from  Jamaica.  Mr.  Piquet  fucceeded 
in  the  firft  part  of  the  defign.  Commodore  Hotham 
had  only  four  Ihips  for  the  protection  of  the  Statia  con- 
voy 
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'oy.  Pourteen  of  tlie  merchantmen  were  taken:  but^/^^» 
the  men  of  war,  with  the  remainder  of  the  convoy, 
f]:;elrered  themfeives  in  fome  of  the  wedern  ports  of 
Ireland.  The  French  commiander  confidering  the  num- 
ber and  richnefs  of  the  prizes,  gave  up  all  views  upon 
the  Jamaica  fleet,  and  returned  immjcdiately  to  Brefl^ 
by  which  mean  he  efcaped  faihng  in  witl^i  the  Britifh 
fquadron.  We  have  learned,  that  the  fale  of  the  prizes 
was  advertifed  in  France  for  the  loth  of  July  iafl. 

On  the  25th  of  Auguflj  another  French  frigate  ar- 
rived in  Boilon,  with  two  laj-ge  veiTels  under  her  con- 
voy. They  were  on  their  pailage  2^  days  longer  than 
the  frigate  which  arrived  on  the  15th.  They  have 
brought  clothing,  military  (lores,  and  a  quantity  of  fpe- 
cie.  Col.  Laurens  returned  by  this  conveyance.  He 
reached  France  by  the  middle  of  March,  and  executed 
his  commiiTion  with  great  difpatch  ami  fuccefs. 
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Rotterdam^  Orichsr  13,   17S1, 
FRirND  G. 

Commodore  Johnflone's  fquadron,  which  failed  for 
the  Eafl  Indies,  conlifted  of  a  74,  a  64,  and  three 
50.  gun  fliips,  befide  feveral  frigates,  a  bomb  veflel, 
fire  fhip,  and  fome  (loops  of  war.     A  land  force,  com- 
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1781.  manded  by  gen.  Meadows,  and  compofcd  of  diree  new 
regiments  of  1000  each,  accompanied  it.     Several  out- 
ward bound  Eafl"  Indiamenj  and  ftore  or  ordnance  vef- 
fels,  went  out  with  this  convoy ;  and  the  whole   fleet, 
including  tranfports  and  armed  fliips,  amounted  to  more 
than  40  fa^il.     The  Dutch  v/ar  undoubtedly  occafioned 
a  change  of  the  object  of  the  armamentr,  and  the  fub- 
ftitution  of  an  attempt  upon  the   Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
inftead  of  an  enterprife  againft  the   Spaniards  in  South 
America.     This  change  did  not  efcape  the  penetration 
of  France  and  Flolland.     The  latter  therefore  applied 
to  her  new  ally  for  affiftanc?,  to  ward  oft  the  danger  to 
which  all  her  Eafl  India  poffeflions  would  be  expof^d, 
if  Johnftone  fucceeded.  On  that  a  fquadron  of  five  fbips 
of  the  line,  and  fome  fi-igates,  with  a  body  of  land  forces^ 
v/ere  deftined  to  this  fervice,  under  Mr.  de  Suffreln, 
who  failed  from  Brcft  m  company  with  count  de  GraiTe. 
The  naval  part  of  the  armamxnt  was  ultimately  defio-ncd 
to  oppofe  the  Britidi  fleet  in  the  Eaft  Indies :  but  Suf- 
frein's  particirlar  inflmdians  were  to  purfue  and  coun- 
ter-aft Johnftone,    upon  every  occafion  and   in  every 
poiTible  manner,  keeping  at  the  fame  time  a  conftant 
eye  to  the  efird:ual  protedion  of  the  Cape.     The  court 
of  Verfailies  was    accurately   informed   of  Johnftone': 
force,  and  of  all  the  circumftances  attending  tlie  con- 
voy i  and  might  not  be   totally  ignorant  of  his  courfe, 
anv  more  than  of  his  deftination. 

Commodore  Johnftone  put  into  the  Cape  de  Ve.Kd 
iflands  for  Water  and  frefli  provifions.  There  being  no 
particular  apprelienfion  of  an  enemy,  the  fhips  lay  with- 
out much  care  or  order,  in  an  open  liarbour  belonging 
to  the  principal  tov/n  of  St.  Jago,  the  moft-  confiderable 
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of  the  Iflands.  A  great  number  of  the  crews  were  al3-i78i. 
fent  from  the  fhips,  and  were  engaged  in  various  oc- 
cupations, necelTary  to  the  preparation  or  iupply  of  fo 
many  vefifels  for  lo  long  a  voyage.  Several  officers  and 
men  were  on  fhore  partaking  of  the  health  and  recre- 
£tion  of  the  ifland.  In  this  unprepared  ftate,  the  Ifis^  .^^ 
man  of  war  difcovered  in  the  morning  a  fquadron  ap-  i6,  ' 
proaching  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  which  was  fooa 
judged  to  be  French.  Signals  were  inftantly  thrown  out 
for  unm.ooring,  for  recalling  the  people  on  fliore,  and 
preparing  for  a6lion<  The  Britifn  fleet  was  taken  at  a 
great  diMvantage.  Mr.  de  Sufi-rein,  leaving  ^hi^  convoy, 
was  loon  in  the  centre  of  it ;  the  French  fhips  firing  on 
both  fides  as  they  pafTed.  The  French  Hannibal  of  74 
guns  led  the  way  with  great  intrepidity,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Mr.  de  Tremingnon.  When  as  near  to  the 
Britiih  as  he  could  fetch,  he  dropped  his  anchor  with  a 
noble  air  of  refolution.  The  Heros  of  the  fame  force, 
Mr.  de  Suflrein's  own  fl/ip,  took  the  next  place ;  and 
the  Artefien  of  64,  anchored  aitern  of  thie  Heros.  The 
Vengeur  and  Sphynx,  of  64  guns  each,  janged  up  and 
down  as  they  could  through  tli-s  crowd  cf  fhips,  and 
fired  on  either  fide  at  every  one  they  pafled.  Commo- 
dore Johnflone's  own  fliip^  being  too  far  advanced  tOr 
ward  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  and  toQ  much  intercepted 
by  the  veilels  that  lay  between  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  action,  he  quitted  her  and  went  on  board  another. 
The  eno-ao-ement  lafted  about  an  hour  and  a  half.  Some 
time  after  it  began,  feveral  of  the  Eaft  India  fl^ips  fired 
with  cTood  efFe6t  on  the  French.     In  about  an  hour  the 
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fituation  of  tlie  French  flrips  at  anchor  became  too  in- 
tolerable to  be  endured  ;  and  tii;^  captain  of  the  Artefien 
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4|gi.  being  killed,  ilic  cut  her  cable,  and  made  the  bell:  of 
her  way  out.  SufFrein  deferred  by  his  fecond  aftern, 
found  the  danger  io  great  that  he  followed  the  example. 
The  Hannibal  was  now  left  alone  to  be  fired  at  by  evei'y 
ihip  whofe  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  her,  while 
fhe  herfelf  v/as  fo  injured,  that  her  returns  were  How 
and  ineffeclive.  She  ioil  her  bowfprit  and  all  her  mafts, 
and  remained  a  mere  hulk  upon  the  water.  She  how- 
ever joined  the  other  fnips  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  -, 
was  tov/ed  off  and  afTif^ed  in  eredling  jury  mafts.  The 
commodore  puriued,  but  the  dam.age  fuftained  by  the 
Ifrs,  the  nature  of  the  winds  and  currents,  with  the  late- 
n'efs  of  the  day,  concurred  in  preventing  liis  renev/ing 
th.e  engagement.  The  French  bore  away  no  trophy  of 
the  action.  Confidering  the  clofenefs  of  it,  the  fmooth- 
nefs  of  the  w^ater,  with  the  number  and  crowded  fitua- 
tion  of  the  fhipping,  the  lofs  of  m.en  was  very  fmall. 

^^'  The  Britifh  fleet  fiiled  fromi  St.  Jago,  and  toward 
the  middle  of  June,  the  comimodore  difpatched  capt. 
rigor,  with  fomie  of  the  beft  failing  frigates  and  cottersj 
tdward  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Africa,  to  gain  intel- 
iigence  if  poffible  of  the  ftate  of  the  enemiy  in  that  quar- 
ter, Vv'ith  inftrudions  to  rejoin  him  at  a  given  point  of 
latitude  and  loneitude.  Picrot  fell  in  v^^ith  and  took  a 
large  Dutch  Eaft  India  flii.p,  from  Saldanha  bay  near 
the  Cape.  She  was  laden  with  ftores  and  provifions, 
had  on  board  40,ocol;  in  bullion,  and  was  bound  for  the 
ifle  of  Ceylon.  From  her  ^he  commiouore  learned,  that 
Suftrrin,  v;ith  five  Hiips  of  the  line,  mjOii  of  his  tranf- 
Dorts,  c^i.u  i.  confiderable  body  of  troops,  had  arrived  at 
the  Cape  on  the  :21ft  of  June;  and  that  feverai  home- 
ward bound  Dutch  Eaft  India  ftjips  were  then  at  anchor 
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j     an  Saldanha  bay,  about  14  leagues  to  the  northward  ofi-jSu 
the  Cape  town   and  fort.      The  timely  arrival  of  the 
French    fquadron  having  fruftrated  the  defigns  of  the 
Sritifli  againft  the  Cape,  Johnftone  determined  to  profit 
by  what  v/as  yet  within  reach,  and  to  attempt  polTeffincr 
himfelf  of  the  Dutch  fliips  in  the  bay  of  Saldanha.    The 
fcheme  was  well  condudled.      The  Dutch  had  hardly 
time,  from  the  discovery  to  the  coming  up  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  fliips,    to  loofvi  their  veilels,  cut  their  cables,  and 
run  them  on  fliore.     The  men  of  war's  boats  beinp-  in- 
ftantly  manned,  the  feair.en  v/ith  great  alacrity  boarded 
the  Indiamen  already  fet  on  fire,  extinguifiied  the  flames, 
and  faved  four  large  ones,  fi'om  1000  to  1 100  tons  each. 
Johnftone's  difpatches  v/ere  dated  the  21ft  of  Auguft. 

Several  of  the  Engiifn  counties  allociated  and   chofe 
delegates,  to  give  fupport  and  efficacy  to  the  fubieifl  of 
their  former  pedtions  to  parliament.     About  40  of  the 
delegates  met  in  London.     As  a6:ing  for  their  conili- 
tuents,  they  prepared  a  petition  to  tlie  houfe  of  com- 
mons, in  which  the  lublcance  ol  thofc  already  prefeated 
being  compreiTed  vv'lthin  a  narrower  copxipafs,  the  mat- 
ters of  grievance  and  the  rcdrcfs  propofed  were  brought 
forward  in  one  clear  point  of  view.      But  to  obviate 
difficulties  and  prevent  objedtions,  they  figned  the  peti-- 
tion  merelv  as  individual  freeholders,  without  any  af- 
fumption  or  avowal  oi    their  delegated  powers  or  cha- 
racter.    The  petition  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Duncom.be, 
one  of  the  renrei'entatives  of  the  counrv  of  York,  and 
continued  for  fome  weeks  on  the  table,  till  the  recovery 
of  Sir  George  Saville,  who  was  to  proceed  with  the  bu- 
finefs.     Sir  George  introduced  his  motion  for  referring     8. 
the  petition  (after  the  firfc  reading)  to  a  committee,  with 
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173^- a  fpeech  of  very  confiderable  length.  After  a  long  de-, 
bate^  the  motion  for  committing  the  petition  was  ovevr 
ruled  by  a  majority  of  160  to  86. 

The  war  with  the  Dutch   made  it  necedary  for  the 
Britifh  to  have  a  force  in  the  north  feas,  capable  or  in-r 
juiing  their  commierce  on   that  fide  on  the  one  hand, 
and  of  protect. mg  their  ov;n  on  the  other  j    as  alio  of 
cutting  off  the  Dutch  from  receiving  kipplies  of  naval 
ilores  wherewith  to  reilore  their  marine.     This  im.por- 
tant    fervice  was  intruiled  to  the  condu6'c  of  admiral 
Hyde  Parker.     l\he  admiral   failed  from  Portfmouth 
the  beginning  of  June,  with  four  fnips  of  the  line,  and 
a  fifty  gun  fnip  for  the  north  feas.     Mean  v^rnle  Holland 
(Irained  every  nerve  for  the  equipment  of  a  force,  that;  1 
nright  be  able  to  convoy  their  outward  bound  trade  to 
the  Baltic,  and  to  protect  its  return,  if  not  to  intercept 
the  Britirhi  and  become  mailers  of  thofe  feas.     Some 
days   after  tlie  muddle  of  July,  admurai  Zoutman  and 
commiodore  Kindfl^ergen  failed  from  the  Texel,  wita  a 
great  convoy  under  their  protection.     Their  force  con- 
iiiled  of  eight  fhips  of  the  line  from  54  to  74  guns,  of 
]C  nictates  and  5  Hoops.     Several  of  the  frigates  were 
very  large.     Admra'al  Pai-ker  v/as  on  his  return  with  a 
large  convoy  fi;om  Elfineur.     He  had  been  joined  by 
feverai  frigates  nnce  his  leaving  Portfmouth,  and  by  the 
Dolphin  of  44  guns,  and  in  this  crifis  he  was  reinforced 
by  a  74.     His  fleet  confilled  of  an  80  gun  fhip,  two 
74  s,  a  64,  a  60,  a  50,  a  44,  a  4c,    a  jS,  a  36,  a  3:;, 
and  a  cutter  of  i  o  guns. 

The  hoflile  fleets  came  in  fight  of  each  other  on  the 

i^^'  Doeger-Bank  early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  Au^ 

gufb.     One  of  the  Dutch  hne  of  battle  fliips  had  return- 

^      -      '  '  '  ed 
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ed  to  port;  but  as  a  forty-four  gun  fhip  was  fubflituted  ^2^* 
in  he;-  place,  their  line  ftill  confifted  of  eight  two  deckers. 
The  Brit:. a  commander  perceiving  the  number  and 
fiTength  of  the  Dutch  frigates,  detached  the  convoy 
with  orders  to  keep  their  wind,  fending  his  own  fri- 
gates along  with  them  for  their  protection,  and  then 
threw  out  a  general  fignal  to  the  fquadron  to  chafe.  The 
Dutch  like  wife  fent  off  their  convoy  to  a  diftance,  when 
thev  drev/  up  with  ereat  coolnefs  in  order  of  battle,  and 
waited  the  attack  with  the  utmoft  compofure.  Neither 
fide  praftifed  any  manoeuvre  to  elude  the  decifion  of  a 
naval  action.  The  parties  were  equally  determined  to  fight 
it  out.  A  gloomy  filence  expreiTive  of  the  moil  fixed  refo- 
lution  prevailed,  and  not  a  gun  was  fired,  until  the  fleets 
were  within  little  miore  than  plftol  fhot  diftance.  Adm. 
Parker  in  the  Fortitude  of  74  guns,  ranging  abreail  of 
adm,  Zoutman's  fliip,  the  Admiral  de  Ruyter  of  63 y 
the  aclion  commenced  with  the  utmoft  f'ury  and  violence 
on  both  fides.  The  cannonade  continued  without  in^ 
termiflion  for  three  hours  and  forty  minutes.  Some  of 
the  Britilli  Hiips  fired  2500  fliot  each.  The  efiecl  of 
the  ancient  naval  eipulation  was  eminently  difplayed  in 
the  obftlnacy  of  the  battle.  In  the  beginning,  the  Bri- 
ti(h  fire  was  remarkably  quick,  while  that  of  the  Dutch 
was  flow  •  when  it  clofed,  the  cafe  was  reverfedj  and  the 
fire  of  the  Dutch  was  remarkably  quick,  while  that  of 
the  Britiih  was  flow.  The  Britifh  fhips  at  length  were 
fo  unmanageable,  that  though  their  admaral  maade  an  ef-. 
fort  to  form  the  line  that  he  might  renew  tlie  adion, 
he  found  it  to  be  impradticable.  His  fhips  were  fhat- 
tered  in  their  mails,  rigging  and  fails.  The  Dutch  were 
m  a  ilill  worfe  condiuon,  ibm^e  of  them  having  received 

feveral 
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j^g.^feveral  fhot.  under  water.  Both  fquadrons  lay  to  ^ 
confiderable  time  near  each  other.  At  lafl  the  Dutch 
bore  away  for  the  Texeii  and  the  Britifh  were  in  no 
condition  to  follow  them.  The  HoJiandia  of  68  guns, 
one  of  their  bell  fnips,  went  dov/n  in  the  night  of  the 
engagement  fo  fuddenly,  that  the  crew  were  reduced  to 
the  melancholy  necellity  of  abandoning  their  wounded 
v/hen  they  quitteci  her.  Though  fhe  funk  in  2C  fathoms, 
her  top-mafts  were  ftiil  above  water  and  her  pendant 
fiyinr:,  which  being  difcovered  in  the  morning  by  one 
Oi  the  Britifh  frigates,  was  (Iruck  and  carried  to  adm. 
Parker  as  a  trophy.  When  the  Dutch  entered  the  Texel, 
an  ofhcer  from  the  fieet  went  on  board  the  Charleftown 
frigate  of  ^6  heavy  guns  upon  one  deck,  which  had 
been  lying  there  the  whole  time,  and  related  to  the  cap- 
tain the  particulars  of  the  aftion. 

The  action  was  very  bloody.     On  the  fide  of  the 
Britiili,  who  were  the  leaft  fufferers  in  that  refpe6L,   104' 
were  killed,  and  339  wounded  in  the  icv^n  fliips  that 
were  en2:ao;ed.     Several  brave  officers  fell  on  both  fides. 
The  Britiili  regretted  much  the  death  of  capt.  Macart- 
ney, who  left  a  widow  and  large  fam.ily.     His  fon,  a 
boy  of  feven  years  old,  was  by  his  fide  when  he  was 
killed  :  his  fortitude,  as  well  upon  that  occafion  as  through ' 
the  whole  aclion,  ailoniflied  the  boldeil  feamen  in   the- 
fliip.     Mr.   Ilarrington,   one  of  adm.   Parker's  lieute- 
nants, aa  officer  of  40  years  fervice,  and  of  the  moil 
diftinriuifhed   merit,  was   mortallv  wounded.     Though 
of  an  affluent  fortune  and  too  much  negleclcd,  he  nobly 
difdained  to  withdraw  his  profefilonal  abilities  from  the 
defence  of  his  country  in  this  trying  fcafon.     The  Bri- 
tifh admiral's  letter  Rivin^e;  an  account  of  die  aclion  was 
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concife,  and  modeil  with  refpeft  to  his  own  fide,  v/hile  i^Sij 
jyft  in  paying  full  honor  to  the  valor  of  his  enemy.  In 
Britain,  the  condiift  and  valor  difplayed  in  the  action 
met  with  great  and  general  approbation :  but  an  appre- 
hended negled  in  government  or  the  admiralty,  in  not 
furnilhing  the  admiral  with  a  larger  force,  excited  no 
]efs  difiatisfaftion.  It  was  faid,  that,  at  the  very  time, 
as  many  fliips  were  lying  idle  in  port,  or  waiting  for  or- 
ders in  the  Downs,  as  would  have  enabled  Parker  to 
capture  the  whole  Dutch  fleet  and  convoy.  The  ad- 
miral's fubfequent  conduft,  as  well  as  an  intimation 
given  in  his  letter  to  the  admiralty,  firongly  conhrmed 
the  public  opinion,  and  indicated  that  he  was  no  lefs 
diilatistied  at  the  want  of  fupport,  than  others  were  at 
its  not  being  given.  On  his  arrival  at  the  Nore  with 
his  Hiattered  fquadron,  he  was  honored  with  a  royal 
vifit :  but  it  was  loon  underftood,  that  no  further  honor 
or  intended  promodon  would  be  accepted  by  the  flurdy 
veteran.  The  king  v/ent  on  board  the  Fortitude,  v/here 
he  had  a  levee  of  all  the  oriicers  of  the  fquadron,  who 
were  received  with  the  mod  gracious  attention ;  and  the 
admiral  had  the  honor  of  dining  w^ith  his  miajeily  and 
the  prince  of  Wales  on  board  the  royal  vacht.  We 
have  been  told,  that  upon  that  occafion  admi,  Parker 
took  an  opportunity  of  hinting  (in  the  prefence  of  the 
hrll  lord  of  the  admiralty  and  a  number  of  naval  officers) 
both  his  dilTatisfadlion  and  intention  of  retiring,  by  fay- 
ing to  his  fovereign-r-"  That  he  wifned  him  younger 
ofHcers  and  better  fnips ;  and  that  he  was  grown  too 
old  for  the  fervice."  It  was  related  alfo  as  an  anecdote 
at  the  timiC,  that  young  Macartney  being  p-ejented  on 
board  the  Forticude,  and  t^e  royai  intention  oi  provid- 
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.1781.  ii*^g  foi*  ^'lini,  for  the  fake  of  his  brave  father,  being  de- 
clared, the  adnvxral  apologized  for  informing  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  he  had  already  adopted  him  as  his  own. 
Adm.  Parker  refigned  his  command  immediately  after: 
but  it  was  probably  intended  as  a  mark  of  favor  and  re- 
gard to  him,  that  his  fon  Sir  Hyde  (who  had  been  be- 
fore knighted  for  his  good  conducl:  in  North  America 
and  the  "vVefl:  Indies)  was  now  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  fquadron  of  frigates,  which  were  employed 
in  blocking  up  the  Dutch  ports  during  the  remainder  of 
the  feafoii  for  iceeping  thcfe  feas. 

The  Dutch,  befide  lofing  the  Floilandla,  had  two  of 
their  capital  fhips  fo  totally  ruined  in  the  acl:ion,  as  to 
be  declared  incapable  of  further  fervice.  Their  lofs  of 
men  is  thought  to  have  exceeded  icoo  in  killed,  wounded 
and  (unk.  The  idea  of  profecuting  the  voyage  to  the 
Baltic  was  given  up;  and  their  immenfe  carrying  trade 
was  annihilated  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The 
Hollanders  hov/ever  are  much  elated  with  the  bravery 
of  their  countrymen*  Before  the  naval  battle  on  Dog- 
ger's Bank,  every  fpring  was  touched  to  excite  popular 
refentments  againft  the  Americans  and  French,  fo  that 
the  regents  of  Amfterdam  were  under  the  ncceiTity  of 
taking  the  like  precautions  which  would  have  been  prac- 
tifed  had  an  enemy  been  in  the  neiglibourhood  j  and  the 
gloom  and  dcfpondency  at  the  Hague  and  elfewhere  was 
terrible:  after  it,  the  Dutchmen  becam.^  courageous, 
and  all  their  apprehenfioub  Teemed  to  difappear.  This  | 
aftion  being  the  firfr  of  any  confequence,  in  which  they  | 
have  been  engaged  for  the  much  greater  part  of  a  cen-  [j 
turv>  the  dates  general  were  bevond  meafure  liberal  in 
the  praife,  rev/ards  and  honors,  which  tlv^y  bellowed  on 

their 
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their  officers.  Adm.  Zoutman  and  commodore  Kindf-  17^^* 
bero-en  were  immediately  promoted  ;  and  niofl,  if  not 
all  of  the  firfl:  and  fecond  captains,  as  well  as  leveral  of 
the  lieutenants,  v/ere  either  advanced,  or  flattered  with 
feme  peculiar  mark  of  diftinction.  Count  Bentinck, 
who  boldly  fought  the  Batavia,  and  who,  though  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  informed  that  liis  fhip  was  in  danger 
of  finking,  would  not  liften  to  a  pro[vjfal  for  quitting 
his  llation,  was  foothed  in  his  lail  moments  by  every 
mark  of  honor  and  teilin^ony  of  regard,  winch  his 
country  and  his  prince  could  bellow ;  and  his  funeral 
was  not  more  honorable  to  the  brave  dead,  than  to  the 
grateful  llviiig.  But  however  the  Dutch  have  exulted 
in  thai  the  marine  courage  of  thicir  anceftors  had  not 
forfaken  them,  they  are  much  dillatisfied  that  their  fleet 
was  not  augmented  by  two  or  more  fliips,  which  they 
think  v/ould  have  fecured  to  them  a  complete  vidory 
over  the  Britilh  admiral,  and  have  put  his  convoy  into 
their  polfeflion.  They  are  ready  to  impute  this  failure 
to  a  treacherous  neglec.^!:,  originating  fj  om  a  prevailing- 
attachment  in  fome  to  the  intereflis  of  Great  Britain. 

The  French,  to  remove  all  unfavorable  jealoufles  that 
the  Spaniards  might  entertain  refpeccing  the  attention  of 
their  ally  to  the  Spanilli  intereits,  engaged  to  co-operate 
widi  them  in  attempi.ing  the  recovery  of  Minorca — an 
event  which,  iliould  ic  take  place,  would  -tc  hi^hlv 
pleafing  to  Spain,  while  it  was  n©  v,ife  injuiious  to 
France.  The  plan  being  laid,  the  duke  de  Crillon,  a 
French  commander  of  repute,  v/as  taken  into  the  Spanifh 
fervice,  and  appointed  to  conduct  their  iorce;i  to  be  em- 
ployed in  executing  it.  Count  de  Guichen  failed  from 
Bred  near  the  end  of  June^  with  i3  capital  l]:iips  (four 
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2781.  of  which  carried  no  gur.s  each)  to  join  the  Spanift 
ilcet  and  fupport  the  invafion.  The  not  endeavouring 
to  intercept  this  fleet,  or  at  Icaft  to  prevent  a  junclion 
ih  full  of  danger,  occafioned  great  complaint  againft 
the  Britif[:i  admiralty,  efpecially  the  firil  lord  of  that  de- 
partment. The  combined  fieets  fiiled  from  Cadiz,  vvith 
about  10,000  Spanifii  troops,  before  the  end  of  July. 
Tiie  French  had  been  reinforced  by  feveral  fliips  of  the 
line.  Tlie  Spanifn  fleet  amounted  to  about  30  fail  of 
the  line  under  Don  Lewis  de   Cordova.     The  army 

effe6led  its  landino;  at  Minorca  without  oppofition  on  the 
Aug.  ^  .  -^  ^ 

20.  20th  of  Augull;  and  was  foon  joined  by  fix  regiments 
from  Toulon,  under  major  gen.  count  de  Falkenhayn, 
deemed  one  of  the  beft  officers  in  the  French  fervice. 
The  garrifon  was  weak,  and  confided  only  of  two  Britifh 
and  tvv^o  Hanoverian  reo-iments.     But  it  was  commanded 

o 

by   lieut,   gen.   Murray  and  major    gen.   Sir  William 
Draper. 

The  com.bined  fleets,  after  feeing  the  troops  fafe  into 
the  Mediterranean,  returned  to  cruife  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Britifh  channel.  No  intelligence  of  this  naval  ma* 
nceuvre  was  obtained,  nor  v/as  the  defign  fufpedled  by 
the  Britifli  miniftry,  until  the  combined  fleets  were  in 
the  chops  of  the  channel,  and  had  form.ed  a  line  from 
Ufhant  to  the  ifles  of  Sciily,  in  order  to  bar  its  entrance: 
fo  that  adm.  Darby,  who  was  th^n  at  fea  with  only  21 
fhips  of  the  lin-e,  was  on  tlie  point  of  falling  in  with 
them,  when  the  accidental  meeting  of  a  neutral  veffei 
afix)rded  him  notice  of  their  fituation.  In  thefe  unex- 
24»  peded  circumftances  he  returned  to  Torbay,  where  he 
moored  his  fquadron  acrofs  tlie  entrance,  while  he 
waited  for  infb-u£tions  Horn  the  admiralty.     As  foon  as 

the 
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the  commanders  of  the  combined  fleets  had  received  in-  ^1^^- 
teUigence  of  Darby's  pofition,  and  of  the  inferiority  of 
his  force  in  point  of  number^,  a  council  of  war  was 
held,  on  the  qiieftion  of  attacking  him.  The/  were 
under  orders  to  fight,  if  the  occafion  offered  :  but  tl:e 
inftriidions  were  thought  not  to  reach  the  prefent  cafe, 
which  would  be  an  attack  on  the  BritiHi  fauadron  in  a 
bay  on  their  own  coails.  Under  this  change  of  circum- 
ftances,  it  was  fuppofed,  that  they  v/ere  left  at  large,  to 
the  free  exercife  of  their  own  iudofment. 

The  count  de  Guichen  is  faid  to  have  contended 
ftrongly  for  an  immediate  attack.  He  argued,  that  if 
by  good  fortune  and  the  valor  of  the  combined  navies, 
along  with  the  powerful  aid  of  fireiliips,  the  Britiili  ficec 
was  deflroyed,  the  power  of  Great  Britain  on  the  iQ.\s 
would  be  at  an  end,  and  the  war  decided  by  the  blow, 
Don  Vincent  Doz,  the  third  of  the  Spaniili  commanders, 
fiipported  this  opinion.  He  alferted,  tliat  the  deriroy- 
ing  of  Darby's  fleet  was  very  pra6licabk%  and  that  ic 
would  be  difficult  to  excufe  their  not  making  die  at- 
tempt ;  and  to  give  the  greater  v/eight  to  his  fentiments, 
he  boldly  offered  to  comm^and  the  van  fquadron^^  and  to 
lead  on  the  attack  in  his  own  fiiip. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  de  Beauffet,  the  next  in  com 
niand  under  Guichen,  faid— ^*^  All  the  adv?.nta»e  which 
the  allies  derive  from  their  fuperiority  offeree  and  numi- 
ber,  will  be  entirely  loll  by  an  attack  upon  admiral 
Darby's  fleet  in  the  prefent  fituation ;  for  v/e  cannot 
bear  down  upon  him*  in  a  line  of  battle  abreall ;  of 
courfe  we  mAiil  form  the  line  of  battle  s-head,  and  go 
down  upon  the  enemy  flngly,  by  wliich  we  Ihiili  run  the 
greateit  hazard  of  being  ihattered  and  torn  to  pieces^ 

before 
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1 781. before  we  can  get  into  our  flations,  by  the  fixed  airri 
and  angular  lire  in  every  direction,  of  fuch  a  number  of 
great  and  well-provided  fhips,  drav;n  up  to  the  greateft 
advantage;,  and  lying  moored  and  fteady  in  the  v/aten 
I  conclude  therefore^,  that  as  the  attempt  on  the  Britifh 
fleet  in  Torbay  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  unwarrantable 
in  die  dcfign,  and  exceedingly  hazardous  in  the  execu- 
tion, the  allied  fleets  fliouid  dired  their  whole  attention 
to  that  grand  and  attainable  objecl  of  intercepting  the 
Englifh  homeward  bound  Weft  Indja  fleets."  Don 
Louis  de  Cordova,  with  all  the  Spanifh  flag  officers, 
except  Doz,  coincided  entirely  with  him  in  opinion,  fo 
that  the  idea  of  attacking  Darby  in  Torbay  was  aban- 
doned. 

Mean  while  a  great  alarm  was  fpread  in  Ireland  as 
well  as  Britain,  with  refpecl  to  the  apprehended  defigns 
of  the  enemy.  Not  only  the  great  outward  bound  fleet 
for  America  and  the  Weft  Indies  v/as  fuppofed  to  be  in 
imminent  danger  then  in  the  open  harbour  of  Corke ; 
but  the  city  itfelf,  being  totally  unfortified  and  at  the 
fame  time  ftored  with  immenfe  quantities  of  provifion. 
The  regular  forces  of  the  kingdom  were  therefore  or- 
dered to  the  fouLh"\vard  for  the  protection  of  that  city 
and  coaft ;  and  the  patriotic  volunteers,  who  had  gained 
To  much  honor  in  fupporting  and  reclaiming  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country,  fnowed  no  lefs  patriotifm  in  their 
immediate  ofier  to  government  of  taking  the  field,  and 
of  marching  wherever  their  fervices  fliould  be  neceflary 
for  its  defence.  They  had  perfe6led  themfelves  in  the 
military  exercife,  and  had  been  reviewed  in  feveral  places 
by  the  earl  of  Charlemont. 

Admiral 
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Admiral  Darby  remained  atTorbay;  but  Vv^as  foon^^^' 
reinforced  by  feveral  fnips  from  different  ports,  till  his 
fqiiadron  was  increafed  to  30  fail  of  the  linej  with  v/hich 
he  was  ordered  to  fea  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  expedled  Weft  India  convoy* 
The  delay  however  of  waiting  for  the  reinforcement  and 
inftrudions  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  contrary  winds  after- 
ward, detained  the  fleet  till  the  14th  of  September, 
notwithftanding  the  urgency  of  the  occafion.  Before 
it  failed,  the  combined  iieets  had  feparated.  They  were 
in  exceeding  bad  condition.  In  the  firfl  outfet  they  were 
poorly  mianned,  the  Spanifli  particularly.  Befide  a  great 
mortality,  which  had  prevailed  during  the  whole  cruife^ 
and  a  prodigious  number  of  fick  in  both  fleets,  a  con- 
flderable  majority  of  the  fliips  were  fcarcely  capable  of 
living  at  fea  in  a  violent  gale.  The  hard  weather  there- 
fore diat  camiC  on  in  the  beginning  of  September, 
fruftrated  all  their  views ;  fo  that  abandoning  all  hopes 
of  intercepting  the  Bridfli  convoys,  they  were  glad  to 
get  into  port  as  foon  as  poflible.  The  French  fleet  re-  q 
turned  to  Ereft  the  i  ith  of  September,  and  the  Spanilh.  n. 
proceeded  directly  hom.e. 

The  prefent  fnall  cicfe  Vv'ith  extra6ls  from  fome  curious 
letters — -To  Mr.  Vergennes.  PafiTy,  Feb.  13,  17  81. 
"  I  am  grown  old,  and  it  is  probable  I  fliaji  not  long 
have  any  more  concern  in  thefe  afl^airs.  I  therefore  take 
occafion  to  exprefs  my  opinion  to  your  ex(;e]lency,  that 
tlie  prefent  conjundlure  is  critical  -, — that  there  is  fome 
dancrer  left  the  congrefs  lliould  lofe  its  influence  over 
the  people,  if  it  is  unable  to  procure  the  aids  that  are 
wanted,  and  that  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  new  govern- 
nnent  in  America  may  thereby  be  ihaken  ; — and  diat  if 
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17^^*  the  Englifli   are  fuBl^red  once  to  recover  the  coiintryj 
iuch  an  opportunity  of  effedual  operation  inay  not  occur 

again  in  the  courfe  of  ages."     To .     March  12, 

T78 1.     *^  To  give  the  dates  a  fignal  proof  of  his  friend- 
fhip,  his  majefty  has  refolved  to  grant  them  the  fum  of 
fix  millions  [of  livres]  not  as  a  loan^  but  as  a  free  gift. 
The  film  was  intended  for  the  fupply  of  the  arm.y,  and 
it  was  thoi]-ghE  beR:  to  put  it  into  the  general's   [Wafli- 
inp-tor/sl  hands,  that  he  fliould  draw  for  it,  that  it  might 
not  get  into  thofe  of  the  different  boards  or  committees,, 
who-  might  think  themfelves  under  a  neceffity  of  divert- 
ing it  to  other  purpofes.     There  was  no  room  to  difpute 
on  this  point,  every  donor  having  the  right  of  qualify- 
ing his  gift  with  fuch  terms  as  he  thinks  proper. — The 
minifter  proceeded   to  inform  miC,    that  the  courts  of 
Peterfburgh  and  Vienna  had  offered  their  mediation.    It 
was  not  doubted,  that  congrefs  would  readily  accept  the 
p'opofed  miediation,  from  uheir  own  fenfe  of  its  being 
ufeful  and  neceffary. — I   have  paffed  my  feventy-fifth 
year."     [Soon  after  this  was  written,  col.  Laurens  ar- 
rived, Vv'hich  gave  occafion  for  mentioning]    *^  July  26, 
1781.     With  regard  to  the  fix  millions  given  by  the 
king  in  aid  of  our  operations  for  the  prefent  campaign, 
before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Laurens,  2,500,000  of  it  went 
in  the  fame  fliip  with  him  in  caih — 2,200,000  were  or- 
dered by  him  and  are  (hipped — 1,500,000  was  fent  to- 
Holland  to  go  in  the  fhip  commanded  by  capt.  Gillon.'^ 
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Roxhajy  Jan.  12,   1782. 

CERTAIN  refolutions  of  congrefs,  as  they  refer ^T^u 
to  col.   Laurens  and   the  fiippiies    from  France 
(whofe  arrival  has  been  mentioned)  neceilarily  demand 
our  firfb  attention.     On  a  report  of  a  comn-iittee^  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  2d  of  lall  September, 
together  with  fundry  papers,  containing  an  account  of 
the  neo;otiation  with  which  he  was  intruded,  congrefs  o 
refolved  on  the  4th,  '^  That  all  the  clothing,  artillery,     4. 
arms  and   military  {lores,  ihipped  in  purfuance  of  the 
orders  of  the  honorable  John  Laurens,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  United  States,  be  upon  their  arrival  in  any  of  the 
ports  of  thefe  United  States,  delivered  to  the  order  of 
the  board  of  war,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and  di- 
reeled  to  take  charge  and  direction  of  the  famx: — That 
all  the  money  fhipped  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Laurens> 
for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  be,  upon  its  arrival^ 
delivered  to  the  order  of  the  fjperintendant  of  finance, 
\vho  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  take  charge 
of  the  fame.'*     The  next  day  they  refolved — "  That 
the  condu(51;  of  lieut.  col.  Laurens,  in  his  m.iillon  to  the 
court  of  Verfailles,    as  fpecial  minifter  of  "the   United 
States,  is  highly  agreeable  to  congrefs,  and  entitles  him 
to  public  approbation.*'     To  iupply  any  deficiency  that 
there  might  be  in  their  refolution    refpecbing   monies 
arrivifJg  from  Europe,  they  refolved  on  the  3d  of  De- 
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i^8i.cennber — ^^  That  the  fuperintcndant  of  the  finances  be, 
and  hereby   is   authorized  and   dire6led    to  apply  and 
difpofe  of  ail  monies  which  have  been  or  may  be  ob- 
tained in  Europe  by  fubfidyj  loan  or  otherwile,  accord- 
ing to  the  fevcral  refolutions  and  a£ts  of  congrefs  now 
exifdngj  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made  for  the  appro- 
priation of   monies  belonging  to  the  United  States." 
i-Iowever  gratefully  they   thought  of  the  French  king's 
free  gift,  they  could  not  with  any  propriety  accede  to 
the  mode  in  which  it  was  to  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States.     By  paffing  into  the  hands  of  the 
com.mander  in  chief,  it  would  fubjed  the  army  to  an 
appearance  of  being  penfioned  by  France,    and  when 
generally  known  by  the  troops  might  loofen  their  rela- 
tive dependence  upon  congrefs ;  they  therefore  wafely 
dire6tcdj  that  the  military  ftores  fliould  be  delivered  to 
the  order  of  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  difpofal  of 
the  monies  fhould  reft  v/ith  the  fuperintendant,  fubjecl 
to  their  own  appointmiCnts. 

We  muik  now  pafs  to  South  Carolina. 

When  the  continental  officers  under  gen.  Greene  had 
heard  of  the  manner  in  which  col.  Ha^yne  was  executed, 
and  that  notwithftanding  the  general  cartel,  feverai  offi- 
cers of  militia  were  ftill  detained  in  captivity,  they  made 
a  reprefen cation  thereof  in  writing  to  Greene  on  the  20th 
of  Augufc  V  and  recom.mended,  that  a  ftrict  inquiry 
ihould  be  made  Into  the  fevcral  matters  mentioned,  and 
if  afcertaincdj  that  he  v;ould  be  pleafed  to  retaliate  in 
th^  moft  eficAuai  manner,  by  a  fimilar  treatment  of 
Britifh  fubjecls  whicii  were  or  might  be  in  his  pov/er. 
They  voluntariiv  fub'jeLted  themf(dve3  to  all  the  confe- 
t^uences^   to  vhich  they  would  i^e  expofed  in  cafe  of 
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capture.  A  few  days  after,  Greene  ilTued  from  his  head^/^^* 
quarters  at  Camden  a  proclamation^  wherein  he  exprefsly 
declared—'^  It  is  my  intention  to  make  reprifals  for  all 
fuch  inhuman  infults,  as  often  as  they  fliall  take  place." 
• — He  added,  **  I  further  declare,  that  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  take  the  officers  of  the  regular  forces,  and  not 
the  feduced  inhabitants  who  have  joined  their  army,  for 
the  obiefts  of  my  reprilals."  Greene  demanded  alfo 
from  the  Britifn  commanders  their  reafons  for  the  exe- 
cution of  Hayne.  He  received  a  written  anfwer,  figned 
N.  Balfour,  in  which  there  was  an  acknowledgm.ent, 
^^  that  it  took  plac-e  by  the  joint  order  of  lord  Rav/don 
and  himfelf,  but  in  confequence  of  the  moil  exprefs 
directions  from  lord  Cornwallis,  to  put  to  death  thofe 
who  ihould  be  found  in  arms,  after  being  at  their  own 
requefcs  received  as  fubje6ls,  fmce  die  capitulation  of 
Charlefcown,  and  the  clear  conquefl:  of  the  province  in 
the  fummer  of  1780."  General  Greene  replied  tolieut. 
col.  Balfoiir  on  the  19th  of  September — "^  Sir,  your 
fivor  of  the  3d  inftant  I  have  received,  and  am  happy 
for  the  honor  of  col.  Hayne,  to  find  nothing  better  to 
warrant  his  cruel  and  unjuft  execution,  than  the  order 
of  lord  Cornwallis,  given  in  the  hour  of  vidory,  when 
he  confidered  the  lives,  liberties  and  property  of  the 
people  proftrate  at  his  feet :  but  I  conrcfs  I  cannot  e3r- 
prefs  m.y  aftoniflimient,  that  you  and  lord  Rawdon  fhculd 
give  fuch  an  extraordinary  example  of  feverity,  upon 
the  authority  of  that  order,  under  fuch  a  change  of  cir- 
cumilances,  fo  lonr^  after  it  had  been  remonftrated 
ag-ainil,  and  after  a  cartel  had  been  fettled,  to  reftrain 
improper  feverities,  and  to  prevent  the  neceluty  o{  reta- 
liation.    You  mil  fee  by  my   letter  to  lord  Corr^waUis 
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i7ST.of  the  17th  of  December  lafi^  a  copy  of  which  is  en- 
clofed,  that  I  informed  his  lordfliip,  his  order  was  cruel 
and  unprecedented  ;  and  that  he  might  expe6l  retaliation 
from  the  friends  of  the  unfortunate. — You  obferve,  that 
to  authorize  retaliation,  there  fliould  be  a  parity  of  cir- 
cumftances,  to  which  I  can  by  no  means  agree.  Reta- 
liation prefuppofes  an  a6t  of  violence  having  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  it  is  adopted  to  punifh  the  pafl:  and 
refirain  the  future  ;  and  therefore  v/hatever  will  produce 
thefe  confequences  is  warranted  by  the  laws  of  retalia- 
tion.— You  obferve,  that  the  inhabitants  of  any  country 
at  war,  ov/e  allegiance  to  the  conquering  power.  The 
right  of  conqueft  from  partial  fucceiies,  is  often  made 
ufe  of  to  levy  contributions  :  but  I  believe  there  are 
no  inftances,  where  the  inhabitants  are  punifhed  capi- 
tally, for  breach  of  parole  given  under  thefe  circum- 
fCances,  efpeciaiiy  while  the  two  powers  are  contending 
for  empire  -,  and  this  aft  of  fevcrlty  complained  of,  is 
the  miore  extraordinary  as  you  long  loft  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  upon  your  own  principles  the  inhabitants 
owed  allegiance  to  t\\Q  conquering  power. — The  execu- 
tion of  lieut.  Fulker  v/as  without  my  knowledge  or  cor>- 
fent :  nor  did  I  ever  hear  of  it  before.  I  iinderftood 
theic  were  fomiC,  who  teil  a  lacrifice  to  the  violence  of 
the  miilitia,  for  the  m^ahy  outrages  tliey  had  been  guilty 
of,  and  tins  without  the  knowledge  of  the  commanding 
ofticer,  w^ho  put  a  (lop  to  it  the  momiCnt  he  difcovered 
it.  But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  deliberate 
executions,  and  deaths  which  happen  from  an  enraged 
people,  urged  by  a  knk  of  injury  and  opprelllon.—I 
have  never  authorized  or  countenanced  an  execution,  but 
for  the  crime  of  defertion :    on  the  coritrary,    1  have 
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taken  all  the  pains  in  nny  power  to  foften  the  refentpnents  ^^'^ 
of  the  inhabitants  tov/ard  each  other^  and  to  prevent  as 
much  as  poiTible  the  dr-eadi^ul  calamity  of  private  mur- 
ders. It  has  been  my  object  to  reclaim,  not  to  dcftroy, 
even  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  have  been  oppofed  to 
the  interefls  of  their  country  ;  and  I  cannot  but  coi^fider 
your  remarks  refpe6ling  col.  Grierfon  and  major  Dun- 
jap,  as  both  illiberal  and  ungenerous,  if  you  are  ac- 
quainted with  fa6l.s.  If  not,  I  hope  you  v/ill  be  moi^ 
careful  how  you  cenfure  without  authority  for  the  future. 
A  handfome  reward  was  offered  for  the  detedlion  of  the 
murderers  of  both  thcle  perfons. — As  you  have  referred 
tnQ  iuftificaticn  cf  your  conduct  ki  the  affair  o{  cdl. 
Hayne  to  lord  Cornwaliis,  and  as  his  detcrm/ination  upon 
that  matter  will  govern  the  bufmefs  of  future  exchanges, 
I  can  fee  no  advantage  in  appointing  a  perfon  to  meet 
capt.  Barry  on  the  fubj€6!:;  befide  which,  that  gentleman 
is  now  a  prifoner  of  war,  and  no  Isnger  in  a  -capacity 
to  negotiate  affairs  of  this  nature,  i  am,  Sir,  your 
mod  obedient  humble  lervant  Nathaniel  Greene."  But 
before  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  follov/ing  important 
military  operations  had  taken  place. 

General  Greene,  on  hearii^.g  that  the  Britifh  were  re- 
turned to  their  former  Ilation  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
Congaree.,  concerted  meafures  for  forcing  them  ar-fecond 
time  fi'om  their  polls  in  this  quarter.  Though  the  two 
armies  were  within  fifteen  miles  of  each  other  on  a  right 
line,  yet  as  tv,^o  rivers  intervened,  and  boats  could  not 
be  procured,  the  American  army  was  obliged  to  take  a 
circuit  of  70  miles  with  a  view  of  m^or-e  conveniendy 
croffing  thiC  Wateree  and  the  Congaree.  Soon  aft-er 
tlieir  croiTing  thefe  rivers,  they  were  joined  by  general 
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J.?^^' Pickens  with  a  party  of  the  Ninety  Six  militia,  and  by 
the  ftate  troops  under  Heut.  col.  Henderfon.  Gen.  Ma- 
rion alfo  joined  them  with  his  brigade  of  militia,  on  the 
Sp  f^  7th  of  September.  The  whole  Am.erican  force  being 
S.  thus  coliecled,  Greene  proceeded  the  r^ext  miorning  to 
attack  the  Britifh  armv  under  lieut,  col.  Stewart,  who 
had  retired  from  the  Congaree  about  40  miles,  and  taken 
pod  at  theEutaw  fprings,  60  miles  north  of  Charleftown, 
The  Americans  and  Britiih  were  nearly  equal  in  num- 
ber, about  2000 :  but;  new  raifed  levies  and  militia 
formed  the  greater  part  of  the  fir  ft '"',  Greene  drew  up 
his  troops  in  two  lines.  The  front  confifted  of  the  mili- 
tia from  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  v/as  com- 
jnanded  by  Marion,  Pickens  and  col.  de  Malmedy. 
The  fecond  confifted  of  the  continental  troops  from 
J^orth  Carolina,  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  were  led 
on  by  gen.  Sumner,  iieut.  col.  Campbell,  and  col.  O^ 
William.s.  Lee  with  his  legion  covered  the  right  flank, 
and  Henderfon  with  the  (late  troops,  the  left.  Wafli- 
ington  wdth  his  cavalry,  and  capt.  Kirkwood  with  the 
Delaware  troops,  formed  a  corps  de  referve.  They 
inarched  at  4  o'clock  in  the  miOrning,  and  fell  in  with 
two  advanced  parties  of  the  Britiih  about  four  miles 
a-head  of  their  main  army:  thefe  being  briikly  charged 
by  the  legion  and  flate  troops,  foon  retired.  The  front 
line  advanced  and  continued  firing  and  advancing  on 
the  Britiih  till  the  adlion  became  general,  when  they  in 

*  On  Aiiguft  the  ift,  the  whole  of  the  continentals  did  not  amount 
to  800.  1 'he  field  return  on  the  4th  of  September,  v/as,  total  of  re- 
gulars, rank  and  file  1256  ;  South  Carolina  ftate  troops  infantry  73, 
and  cavalry  72  ;  total  of  militia  457,  exclufive  of  Marion's,  of  which 
there  was  no  return, 

their 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  1  ^^ 

their  turn  were  obliged  to  give  way.  They  were  well  ^7^*» 
fupported  by  gen.  Sumner's  North  Carolina  brigade  of 
continentals,  tliough  they  had  been  under  difcipline  only 
for  a  few  weeks,  and  v/ere  chiefly  compofed  of  militia 
men,  who  had  been  transferred  to  the  continental  fer- 
vice,  to  make  reparation  for  their  precipitate  fight  in 
former  actions.  In  the  hotteft  of  the  engagement,  while 
great  execution  was  doing  on  both  fides,  Williams  and 
Campbell,  with  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  continentals, 
were  ordered  hv  Greene  to  charee  with  trailed  arms. 
Nothing  could  Rirpafs  the  intrepidity  of  both  officers 
and  miCn  on  this  occaGon.  They  pufned  on  in  good 
order,  through  a  heavy  cannonade,  and  a  fhower  of 
muiketry,  with  fach  unihaken  refolution,  that  they  bore 
down  ail  before  them.  Lee,  with  great  addrefs  and 
good  conducu,  turned  the  left  flank  of  the  Britifh,  and 
attacked  them  at  the  fam.e  tim.e  in  the  rear.  Herlder- 
fon  being  wounded  early  in  the  adion,  the  South  Caro- 
lina ilate  troops  were  led  on  by  lieut.  col.  Hampton, 
the  next  in  command,  to  a  very  fpirited  and  fuccefsful 
charge,  in  which  they  took  upward  of  loo  prifoners. 
The  Britifh  were  routed  in  all  quarters.  Wafhington 
brought  up  the  corps  de  referve  on  the  left,  and  charged 
fo  briildy  with  his  cavalry,  and  Kirkwood's  infantry,  as 
gave  the  enemy  no  time  to  rally  or  form.  They  were 
clofely  purfued.  On  their  retreat,  num^bers  threw  them- 
felves  into  a  flrong  brick  houfe :  others  took  pofl  in  a 
picquetted  garden  and  amiOng  imipenetrabie  fhrubs.  The 
cap-ernefs  of  the  Americans  urg-ed  them  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  thefe  pofitions.  Vv  afnington  m.ade  every  pof- 
fible  exertion  to  difiodge  them  from  the  thickets,  but 
,  had  his  horfe  (hot  under  him.^  was  wounded  and 
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\t^^'  taken  pnfoner.  Four  fix  pounders^  two  of  which  had 
been  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  v;ere  ordered  up  before 
the  ho'jfe,  and  piifned  on  fo  much  under  the  connmand 
of  the  fire  from  thence  and  the  thickets,  that  they  could 
not  be  brought  off  again^  when  Greene,  judging  all 
further  efforts  improper,  ordered  the  troops  to  retire. 

The  Americans  colledted  all  their  w^ounded,  except 
thofe  under  the  command  of  the  fire  of  the  houfe,  and 
retired  to  the  ground  from  which  they  marched  in  the 
morningj  there  being  no  water  nearer,  and  the  troops 
ready  to  faint  with  the  heat  and  want  of  refreiliment,  the 
a6lion  having  continued  near  four  hours ;  and  been  by 
far  the  hotteft  Greene  ever  fav/,  and  the  mofl  bloody  for 
the  numbers  engaged.  He  left  a  flrong  picquet  on  the 
field  of  battle. 

In  the  evening  of  tlie  next  day,  lieut.  col.  Stewart 
deftroyed  a  great  quantity  of  his  ftores,  abandoned  the 
Eutaw,  and  mxoved  toward  Charleftown,  leaving  up- 
ward of  70  of  his  wounded,  and  loco  fl:and  of  arms. 
He  was  purfjed  for  feverai  miles,  but  without  effed. 
Though  major  M^^lrthur  joined  him  with  a  large  rein- 
forcement fourteen  miles  below  the  Eutaw,  the  a6lion 
'  was  not  renewed.  Indeed  the  lofs  of  the  Britifli  was 
heavy:  500  were  talcen  prifoners,  including  the  wounded 
left  behind  them  :  they  fcarcely  fuffered  iefs  in  killed, 
and  the  v/ounded  whom  they  carried  oft.  Several  of 
their  onicers  were  paroled  on  the  field  of  battle,  2  were 
killed,  and  16  wounded,  as  w^as  the  commander  (lightly 
in  his  left  elbow.  The  Americans  had  1 14  rank  and  file 
killed,  300  wounded  and  40  miffing,  in  all  454 :  offi- 
cers killed  and  mortally  wounded  21,  befice  a  volun- 
teer; wounded  38.  and  a  volunteeri  m  all  61.     Among 
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the  killed  of  thefe,  lleut.  col.  Campbell  of  the  Virginia  ^7^^* 
line  was  the  theme  of  univerfal  lamentation.  While 
with  great  firmnefs  he  was  leading  on  his  brigade  to  that 
charge  which  determined  the  fate  of  tlie  day^,  he  re- 
ceived a  mortal  wound.  After  his  fall  he  inquired  who 
gave  way,  and  being  informed  the  Britifh  were  fleeing 
in  all  quarters,  he  added — "  I  die  contented" — and  im- 
mediately expired. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  American  armay  In  the  firfl  part  of 
the  engagement,  fpreacl  fuch  an  alarm,  that  the  Eritifli 
burned  their  (lores  at  Dorcheiler,  and  evacuated  their 
polls  near  Monk's  Corner.  The  gates  of  Charlefiown 
were  Hiut,  and  a  number  of  negroes  employed  in  felling 
trees  acrofs  the  road  on  the  neck.  The  number  of 
Greene's  force  adually  engaged  was  1400  regulars  and 
500  militia,  in  all  1900:  ofthefc547,  including  72  fu- 
balterns  and  fergeants  were  killed  or  wounded.  Such 
was  the  heat  of  the  adion,  that  the  officers  on  each  fide 
fought  hand  to  hand,  and  fword  to  fword.  The  BritiHi 
could  not  compel  the  continentals  to  give  v/ay,  though 
the  militia  were  obliged  to  retire.  Greene  however  has 
a  high  opinion  of  the  BritiHi  and  their  valor,  and  fays— ' 
"  They  fight  a  devilifh  hard  battle,  as  every  one  who 
fights  them  will  know."  On  06lober  the  29th,  congrefs 
refolved  to  honor  him.  with  a  Britifh  ftandard  and  a  gold 
medal ;  and  voted  their  thanks  to  tiie  different  corps  and 
their  commanders.  ^ 

After  the  adlion,  the  Americans  retired  to  their  for- 
mer pofition  on  the  High  Hills  of  San  tee,  and  the  Bri- 
tifh took  poll  in  the  vicinity  of  Monk's  Corner.  Vvhile 
they  lay  there,  a  fmall  party  of  American  cavalry  took 
upward  of  80  prifoners  within  fight  of  their  main  army. 

They 
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1781.  They  no  more  a6led  with  their  ufual  vigor.  On  the 
flighteft  appearance  of  danger,  they  difcovered  a  difpo- 
fition  to  flee,  not  much  inferior  to  what  was  exhibited 
the  year  before  by  the  American  militia. 

Such  were  the  promifing  profpects  prior  to  the  batde 
at  Eutaw,  that  John  Rutledge  efq;  fet  out  from  Phila- 
delphia on  the  2Sth  of  June,  to  refume  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment in  South  Carolina.  As  foon  as  circiimftances 
would  admit  after  his  arrival,  in  retaliation  for  Balfour's 
condud  in  exiUng  fuch  numbers  from  their  homes,  he 
ordered  the  bric;adiers  of  militia  to  drive  the  families  of 
ail  who  adhered  to  the  royal  caufe,  within  the  Britifh 
lines.  The  wives  and  children  of  thofe  inhabitants  who 
had  retreated  with  the  retreating  Britiih  to  avoid  the 
refentmcnts  of  their  countrymen,  v/ere  now  compelled 
to  take  flicker  within  their  pofts.  In  exchange  for  their 
comfortable  plantations  in  the  country,  many  of  them 
were  reduced  in  a  little  time  to  the  necefnty  of  living 
in  clay  huts  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleftov/n.  In  this  for- 
lorn firuation,  numbers  fpeedily  periflied,  being  deflii- 
tute  of  the  comforts  of  life  and  overwhelmed  with  dif- 
eafcs. 

While  sen.  Greene's  troops  were  on  the  Hich  Plills 
of  Santee,  a  dangerous  fpirit  made  its  appearance  among 
|:he  Maryland  foldicrs.  They  were  uneafy  that  Ibme  of 
tae  old  officers  had  been  fent  away,  and  willied  for  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  their  friends  at  home.  They  imt 
feveral  petitions  to  Greene,  complained  of  want  of  cloth- 
ing, and  recapitulated  their  fervices.  In  one  of  them 
they  mentioned,  that  out  of  {tvcn  regiments  there  were 
fcarce  two  hundred  remaining,  and  that  thty  had  never 
received  any  pay.     They  became  difcontented,  left  g& 

their 
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their  ufual  fports,  talked  ferioiifly  in  fquads,  and  of '7^^' 
their  pay.  All  this  did  not  pafs  unnoticed  by  the  of- 
ficcrSj  who  Vv'atched  their  condiiLt,  and  endeavoured  to 
footh  them,  bnt  ineffeftually.  On  the  evening  of  the 
aift  of  October,  numbers  were  ft^n  to  go  privately  outoa, 
of  camp  with  their  arms,  &c.  The  officers  alarmed  at  ^^* 
the  circiimftance,  ordered  their  corps  to  parade,  and 
called  over  their  rolls.  Old  foldiers  m.anage  dexteroiifiy 
among  themfelves.  They  had  put  fpies  upon  their  ot"- 
ficcrs  while  they  were  making  ar)  experimjent,  and  the 
moment  they  difcovered  that  they  were  likely  to  be  de- 
te6led  and  apprehended  for  mutiny,  they  iroie  into  camp 
as  fecretly  as  they  went  out :  fome  of  them  were  ob- 
ferved,  but  fuffered  to  pafs  unnoticed.  It  is  not  alway 
bed:  to  puniih  intended  faults  before  adlually  commit- 
ted. A  lucklefs  incident  which  happened  to  a  Tim^o- 
thy  Griffin  of  the  only  South  Carolina  company  then 
in  the  army,  let  all  this  affair  right.  Wh.'e  the  officers 
were  callino-  their  rolls,  and  admonifliin::^  fome  of  the 
men  for  apparent  irregularities,  Timothy  came  on  the 
parade  drunk ;  and  having  heard  what  the  foldiers  had 
previouily  whifpered  among  one  anotlicfj  and  fuppofmg 
the  otlicers  were  altercating  vyith  the  men  on  that  fub- 
jeft,  very  imprudently  cried  out-— ^^  Sti^nd  to  it  boys. 
D — n  my  blood,  if  I  would  give  an  inch" — 3.nd  othei! 
words  tu  the  fime  effe^i:.  Capt.  M^Pherfon  of  the 
Maryland  line"  knocked  Inm  dowiij  knowincr  the  evil 
tendency  of  fuch  language.  He  v/as  in.ftantly  fcnt  to 
the  provoft ;  the  next  day  tried  by  a  general  court-martial 
for  encouras-ins:  mutinv  and  defertibn:  was  found  p-uil- 
ty ;  fentenced  to  fufier  death  ;  and  iliot  about  five  oViock- 
in  the  afternoon  in  Drefence  of  th^V/h(>le;aT:mv'.     Ex- 
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i?^'*  amples  are  never  more  neceflary  in  an  army  than  upon 
fuch  dangerous  occafions  ;  and  no  example  was  ever 
more  efredlual.  The  general  orders  of  Greene  in  con- 
fcquence  of  this,  reprefented  the  crime  of  the  fufferer 
in  fuch  frriking  colours,  as  fully  to  juRify  the  fentence 
of  the  court.  Greene  at  the  fame  time  paflfed  over  the 
conduct  of  the  Maryland  troops  (which  was  not  pub- 
lic) in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  exonerate  them  from  any 
participation  of  the  crime.  Speaking  of  unworthy  cha- 
radlers  he  faid — '^  One  or  two  of  artful  difpofitions  are 
fuHicicnt  to  betray  hundreds  of  v/ell  difpofed  men  into 
errors.  But  the  general  is  happy  to  find,  that  the  Ma- 
ryland line  has  nobly  Vv'ithftood  the  fecret  machinations 
of  fuch  as  have  attempted  to  miflead  them  -,  nor  can 
he  believe  that  foldiers  who  have  fought  fo  bravely,  and 
whofe  character  is  univerfally  admired,  will  ever  tarnifh 
their  glory  by  an  improper  condu6t." 

The  gen.  wrote  on  the  9th  of  November  to  gen» 
Gould — ^^  I  fhould  betray  m^y  truft,  and  fail  in  my  duty, 
w'as  I  to  be  filent  upon  the  barbarous  cuilom  which  pre- 
vails in  your  army,  of  burning  houfes  and  defolating  the 
country.  I  am  informed  that  a  party  under  col.  Brown 
and  major  Maxv/eli  lately  burnt  all  the  buildings  upon 
Hilton  Head.  The  inilances  of  burning  which  have 
taken  place  are  no  lefs  favage  than  unneceiTary,  and  can- 
not be  juftified  by  the  general  principles  of  modern  war, 
nor  by  the  particular  circumftances  that  mark  your  mi- 
litary operations. — You  have  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
the  world,  diat  the  body  of  the  people  are  in  your  in- 
tereft.  The  cartel  was  an  appeal  to  them,  and  it  is  from 
your  difappointment,  tliat  the  inhabitants  feel  the  cruel 
ftrokes  of  pointed  refentments.— I  have  made  it  my  ftudy . 
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to  condu6l  the  war  upon  the  mod  humane  principles,  J 7^2* 
and  it  is  rny  vviih  to  continue  it  fo  :  but  if  your  people 
continue  in  the  pradlice  of  burning,  I  v/ill  change  that 
plan,  and  let  favage  cruelty  rage  in  all  the  horrors  of 
war. — It  is  painful  to  contemplate  the  miferies  incident 
to  giving  no  quarter  ;  but  Ihocking  as  it  m^ay  be  to  hu- 
manity, we  had  better  expoie  ourfelves  to  this  evil,  where 
our  enemies  will  feel  it  in  common  with  us,  than  to  fuf- 
fer  them  to  infiict  a  puniflvment,  little  iefs  fevere,  from 
which  they  are  fccure. — I  wifh  you.  Sir,  to  confider  this^ 
matter  feafonablv,  and  put  a  floD  to  the  evil  we  com- 
plain  of,  and  not  drive  us  to  the  difagreeable  neceffity 
of  adopting  meafures,  no  Iefs  repugnant  to  our  feelings 
than  our  wiihes." 

The  American  army  was  too  weak  necdiefsly  to  rifk 
another  general  action  ;  but  it  was  neceffary  to  move 
into  the  lower  country,  to  cover  the  colle6lion  of  pro-^ 
vifions  for  fubfiilence  through  the  winter ;  and  to  im- 
prove any  accidental  opportunities.  Greene  therefore  Nov% 
quitted  the  High  Hills  on  the  i8th  of  November.  ^^^• 
Three  days  after,  he  wrote  to  gen.  Wafhington — "  I 
wifn  ibmething  decifive  may  be  done  refpe^ling  coL 
Hayne.  I  wiih  your  excellency's  order  and  the  order 
;  of  congrefs  thereon ;  the  latter  have  fignified  their  ap- 
probation of  the  m.eafures  I  took.  But  as  retaliation 
'  did  not  take  place  immxdiately,  (nor  did  I  think  myfelf 
at  liberty  on  a  matter  of  luch  magnitude,  but  from  the 
moll  prefTing  necefliiy)  and  as  the  enemy  did  not  re- 
peat the  offence,  I  have  been  at  a  lofs  how  to  adt,  wick 
?efpe6l  to  the  original,  not  having  any  officer  of  equal 
rank  with  col.  Hayne  in  my  poffeffion.  I  am  ready  to 
execute  whatever  ziiay  be  thought  advlfable,"     On  tha 

27th 
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1781.  o-^th  he  left  col.  O.  Williams  to  command  the  maia 
2^  *  army,  and  m.arched  with  all  the  cavalry,  doo^,  and  a 
detachment  of  200  infantry,  toward  Dorchefter,  through 
29*  private  roads.  On  the  29th  he  went  to  reconnoitre  the 
Britlfn  works  at  that  place,  v^hich  induced  the  enemy's 
cavalry  to  ially  forth.  A  rencounter  enfued,  8  or  10 
men  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  a  fubakern  and  four 
or  five  m^en  of  the  South  Carolina  fcate  troops  were  taken 
priibners.  The  general  however  m.ade  fuch  appearances 
of  a  ferious  attack,  that  the  garrifon,  confiiling  of  about 
150  horfe,  500  regular  infantry,  and  about  2CO  royaliils, 
abandoned  their  works  the  night  following,  and  retreated 
to  the  Qiiarter-houfe  en  Charleftown  neck.  By  this 
mean  all  the  rice  between  Edefto  and  Afhley  rivers  v/as 
faved  to  the  Americans.  The  manoeuvre  induced  O. 
Williams  to  write  to  Greene  on  December  die  4th— 
**  Your  fuccefs  at  Dorchefter  would  make  your  enemies 
_hate  thenifelves,  if  all  circumftanccs  were  generally 
known ;  and  the  fame  knowledge  would  make  your 
friends  admire  the  adventur?  even  more  than  they  do.— • 
I  am  very  happy  that  you  have  obtained  your  wiili,  with- 
out riiking  a  general  action,  and  1  hope  you  will  be 
able  to  keep  w4iat  you  have  gotten,  till  the  reinforce- 
ment under  gen.  St.  Clair  will  enable  you  to  take  miOre." 
The  main  arm.y  continued  marching  under  WilliamiS  till 
Dec.  it  arrived  at  Round  O  on  the  7th,  v/here  it  encamped, 
^*      and  was  joined  by  Greene  two  days  after. 

We  lliall  ciofe  the  operations  in  South  Carolina  with 
the  following  narration. 

Early  in  the  year  Greene  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  by  which  they  engaged  to  obferve  a 
itrict  neutrality.     This  was  attended  widi  the  beneficial 

eifedls 
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effefts  of  faving  the  frontier  fettiements  of  both  the  Ca-'7^J» 
rolinas  from  their  incurfions,  while  the  inhabitants  were 
left  at  full  liberty  to  concentrate  their  force  againft  the 
army  tinder  lord  Cornwallis.     When  the  co-operation 
of  the  Indians  could  be  of  the  lead  fervice  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  forces,  they  were  induced  to  break  their  engage- 
ment.    They,  with  a  number  of  difguifed  whitemen, 
caUing  themfelves  the  king's  friends,  miade  an  incurfion 
into  the  difbrift  of  Ninety  Six,  mafTacred  fome  fami- 
lies, and  burned  feveral  houfes.     Gen.  Pickens  colle6led 
a  party  of  the  American  militia,    and  penetrated  into 
the  fettiements  of  the  Cherokees.     This  he  accompUfh- 
ed  in  fourteen  days,  at  the  head  of  394  horfemen.     In 
that  fnort  fpace  he  burned  1 3  towns  and  villages,  killed 
upward  of  40  Indians,  and  took  a  greater  number  pri- 
foners.  Not  one  of  his  party  was  killed,  and  only  two  were 
wounded.     None  of  the  expeditions  againfl:  the  Chero- 
kees had  beenfo  rapid  and  decifive  as  theprefent.  Pickens 
did  not  expend  three  pounds  of  ammunition,  and  yet 
only  three  Indians  efcaped,  after  having  been  once  feen. 
On  this  occafion  a  new  and  fuccefsful  mode  of  fighting 
the  Indians  was  introduced.     Inftead  of  firing,  the  Ame- 
rican militia  rufhed  forward  on  horfeback,  and  charp-ed 
with  drawn  fwords.      This  was  the  fecond  time  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  Amierican  war,  that  the  Che- 
rokees were  chaftifed  in  their  own  fettiements,  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  fuffering  themfelves  to  be  excited  by 
Britilli  emiffaries  to  commence  hoflilities  againfl  their 
white  neighbours.     They  again  fued  for  peace,  in  the 
moil  fubmiffive  terms,  and  obtained  it  after  promifing, 
that  inftead  of  liftening  to  the  advice  of  the  royahfts 
infticrating  them  to  war,  they  v/ould  deliver  to  the  autho« 
Vol.  IV,  N  rity 
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i78i.]-ity  of  the  ftate,  all  who  vificed  their  fettlements  on  that 
errand. 

The  return  of  gen.  Arnold  to  New  York  from  Vir- 
ginia, did  not  fix  him  in  a  ftate  of  ina6tivity.  He  was 
fent  on  an  enterprife  againft  New  London,  with  a  fuf- 
ficient  land  and  marine  force.  The  embarkation  hav-?- 
ing  paffed  over  from  Long  I  Hand  fhore  in  the  night,  the 
troops  were  landed  in  two  detachments  on  each  fide  of 
Sept.  ^^^  harbour,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  6th 
^*  of  Septem.ber  -,  that  on  the  Groton  fide  being  commanded 
by  lieut.  col.  Eyre,  and  that  on  New  London  fide  by 
the  general,  who  met  with  no  great  trouble.  Fort  Trum- 
bull and  the  redoubt,  which  were  intended  to  cover  the 
harbour  and  town,  not  being  tenable,  were  evacuated 
as  he  approached,  and  the  few  men  in  them  crofTed  the 
river  to  fort  Grifwold  on  Groton  Hill.  Arnold  proceeded 
to  the  town,  without  being  otherwife  oppofed  than  by 
the  fcattered  fire  of  fmall  parties  that  had  haftily  col- 
le6led.  Orders  were  fent  by  the  general  to  Eyre  for 
attacking  fort  Grifwold,  that  fo  the  pofTeflion  of  it  might 
prevent  the  efcape  of  the  American  fhipping.  The 
militia,  to  the  amount  of  about  157,  coile6led  for  its  de- 
fence, but  \o  haftily  as  not  to  be  fully  furniflied  with 
fire  arms  and  other  w^eapons.  As  the  afiailants  approach- 
ed, a  firing  commenced,  and  the  flag  flaff  was  foon 
Ihot  down,  from,  whence  the  neighbouring  fpeclators 
inferred,  that  the  place  had  furrendered,  till  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  firing  convinced  them  to  the  contrary* 
The  garrifon  defended  themfclves  with  the  greatefl  re- 
folution  and  bravery  :  Evre  was  v/ounded  near  the  works, 
and  major  Montgomery  killed  immediately  after,  fo  that 
the  command  devolvfd  on  major  Brom field.     The  Bri- 

tifh 
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tifh  at  one  time  ilaggered ;  blit  the  fort  being  out  of  1781* 
repair,  could  not  be  maintained  by  a  handful  of  men 
againft  fo  fuperior  a  number  as  that  which  afiaulted  it. 
After  an  adlion  of  about  40  minliteSj  the  refolution  of 
the  royal  troops  carried  the  place  by  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  The  Americans  had  not  more  than  half  a 
dozen  killed,  before  the  enemy  entered  the  fort ;  when 
a  fevere  execution  took  place  though  refiftanCe  ceafed. 
The  Britilh  officer  inquired  on  his  entering,  who  com- 
manded ;  col.  Ledyard  anfwered— "  I  did,  Sir,  but  you 
do  now;"  and  prefented  him  his  f^'ord.  The  colonel 
was  immediately  run  through  and  killed.  The  flaiii 
were  73,  the  w^ounded  between  30  and  40,  and  about 
40  were  carried  off  prifoners*  Soon  after  reducing  the 
fort,  the  foldiers  loaded  a  waggon  with  the  wounded,  as 
faid,  by  order  of  their  officers,  and  fct  the  w^aggon  off 
from  the  top  of  the  hill,  which  is  long  and  very  fteep : 
the  waggon  went  a  Confiderable  diftance  with  great  force, 
till  it  was  fuddenly  flopped  by  an  apple-tree,  which  gave 
the  faint  and  bleeding  miCn  fo  terrible  a  ihock,  that  part 
of  them  died  inftantly.  About  fifteen  veffels  with  ef- 
fefts  of  the  inhabitant?  retreated  up  the  river,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  reduction  of  the  fort ;  and  four  others  re-^ 
mained  in  the  harbour  unhurt:  a  number  were  burnt  by 
the  fire's  communicating  from  the  ftores  when  in  flamies. 
Sixty  dwelling  houfes  and  84  flores  were  burned,  in- 
cluding thofe  on  both  fides  the  harbour  and  in  New 
London.  The  burning  of  the  town  was  intentional,  and 
.not  accidental.  The  lofs  that  the  Americans  fuftained 
in  this  deilruftion  was  very  great ;  for  there  were  large 
quantities  of  naval  ftores,  of  European  goods^  of  Eaft 
and  Weft  India  commodities^  and  of  provifions  in  th^ 

1^   9,  feveral 
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i78i*feveral  flores.  The  Britifh  had  two  commilTioned  oiH- 
cers  and  46  privates  killed ,  eight  officers  (fome  of 
whom  are  fince  dead)  with  135  non-commifiioned  and 
privates  wounded. 

We  now  proceed  to  tlie  relation  of  more  capital  and 
decifive  operations. 

The  deftination  of  count  de  GralTe  to  a  co-operation 
with  the  Americans  was  known  by  the  Britifh  miniilry 
time  enough  for  their  fending  orders  to  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney to  countera6l  him.  The  count  in  profecuting  the 
fixed  refolve  of  the  French  court  to  give  effe6lual  afTift- 
ance  to  the  United  States,  failed  with  his  whole  fieet  and 
a  large  convoy  from  Martinico  on  the  5  th  of  July,  and 
arrived  at  Cape  Francois  by  the  middle  of  the  month, 
w^here  he  was  reinforced  by  five  (hips  of  the  line.  In 
the  beginning  of  Auguft  he  failed  from  the  Cape  with 
a  prodigious  convoy,  which  having  feen  out  of  danger, 
befide  touching  at  the  Havannah  for  money,  he  direded 
his  courfe  for  the  Chefapeak  with  28  fail  of  the  line  and 
feveral  frigates.  Admiiral  Rodney,  defigning  to  return 
to  Great  Britain,  concluded  upon  fending  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  with  only  14  fail  of  the  hne,  fome  frigates,  and 
a  fire  fhip,  to  the  Chefapeak;  and  forwarded  difpatches 
to  New  York,  to  acquaint  the  BritiPn  com^manders  with 
de  GraiTe's  motions  and  Hood's  deflination,  which  how- 
ever were  not  received  in  timje.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  dif- 
covered  by  intercepted  letters,  that  Rochambeau  had 
marched  with  the  French  troops  from  Rhode  Ifland; 
that  their  battering  train  and  (lores  for  a  fiege  were  left 
at  Providence  under  little  more  than  a  militia  guard; 
and  that  their  fleet  rem.ained  in  Rhode  liland.  He  upon 
that  planned  an  expedition  againft  them,  and  propofed 
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it  to  adm.  Graves.  Graves  however  failed  on  a  cruife'7^^» 
before  Bofton.  When  he  returned  on  the  i6th  of  Au- 
guftj  the  propofal  was  renewed  :  but  it  w^as  now  become 
neceifary  to  refit  one  of  his  fnips,  and  to  repair  others, 
fo  that  his  fieet  could  not  be  ready  in  feafon.  Mr.  ds 
Barras  failed  with  the  train  and  (lores  from  Rhode  I  (land  . 

Aug. 

on  the  25th  ;  concluding  from  de  GralTe's  own  difpatches,  25. 
that  he  muft  be  then  at  the  Chefapeak.     De  Barras  was 
at  liberty  to  have  undertaken  any  other  fervice ;    but 
though  he  was  an  older  officer  than  de  GraiTe,  he  volun- 
tarily chofe  to  put  himfelf  under  his  command,  to  en- 
fure  an  object,  the  attainment  of  which  v/as  of  fuch  im- 
menfe  confequence  to  the  allied  arms  of  France  and 
America.     On  the  day  of  his  failing,  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
arrived  off  the  Chefapeak,  where  he  expeded  to  have 
met  Graves  with  the  fquadron  from  New  York  -,  but 
being  difappointed,  he  fent  a  frigate  to  that  commander 
with  the  news  of  his  arrival.     Had  they  formed  a  junc- 
tion at  this  period  and  place,  they  might  have  fecured 
the  Chefapeak,  and  have  prevented  de  Gra(re's  enter- 
ing it  a  fev/  days  after.  Sir  Samuel  having  examined  the 
hay,  proceeded  to  the  capes  of  Delaware,  and  not  feeing 
or  hearing  any  thing  of  de  GralTe,  made  the  bed  of  his 
way  to  Sandy  Hook,  where  he  arrived  on  the   28th.  28, 
On  that  day,  the  commanders  at  New  York  received 
intelligence,  that  Barras  had  failed  three  days  before  to 
the  fouthward.     Notwithftanding  the  hope  of  intercept- 
ing his  fquadron  before  it  could  join  de  Gra(re,  mu(t 
have  been  a  new  incentive  for  exertions  3  it  was  three  ^, 
days  before  Graves  could  be  in  readinefs  to  proceed 
from  New  York  with  five  ("hips  of  the  line  and  a  fifty 
gun  to  the  Hook,  and  from  thence  vv'ith  the  whole  fleet- 
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17^^*  under  his  comnnand  to  the  fouthward.  The  day  before 
he  failed,  de  Grade  arrived  in  the  Chefapeak.  On  his 
paflage  the  count  fell  in  v^ith  and  took  a  packet  from 
Charleftownj  having  on  board  lord  Rawdon,  who  was 
on  his  return  to  Great  Britain. 

The  French  admiral  after  blocking  up  York  river, 
took  poiTefTion  of  James's,  in  order  to  cover  the  boats 
of  the  fleet,  which  v*^ere  to  convoy  the  marquis  de  St, 
Simon,  vvith  3300  land  forces  from  the  Weft  Indies, 
eighteen  leagues  up  the  river,  to  form  a  jun6tion  with 
Fayette.     Graves  received  no  intelligence  of  the  French 
fleet  (nor  they  of  his  approach)  till  they  were  difcovered 
Sept.  g^j-iy.  jj,  i-|^g  morning  of  September   the  5th,  lying  at 
anchor,  to  the  number  of  24  fail  of  the  line,  juft  within 
Cape  Flenry,  and  confequently  the  mouth  of  the  Chefa- 
peak.     The  French  immediately  flipped  their  cables, 
and  turning  out  from  the  anchorage   ground,    GrafTe 
threw  cur  a  fignal  for  the  fhips  feverally  to  form  the  line 
as  they  could  come  up,  without  regarding  particular  fta- 
tions.     The  Britifn  fleet  amounted  to  nineteen  fhips  of 
the  line,  and  one  or  more  of  50  guns.     Through  va- 
rious delays  the  action  did  not  com.mence  till  four  o'clock, 
and  then  was  partial,  only  the  van  and  a  part  of  the 
Britifli  centre  being  able  to  come  near  enough  to  en- 
gage v/ith  efteft.     De  GraflTe  did  not  aim  fo  much  at  a 
clofe  engagement,  as  at  keeping  poiTefTion  of  the  Chefa- 
peak, and  laving  his  fliips  for  that  and  all  its  correfpoor 
dent  purpofes.     The  abfence  of  i8co  of  his  feamen, 
^nd    90   officers,    employed    in     conveying    Simons's 
troops  up  James  river,  confirmied  him  in  his  avoidance 
of  a  hazardous  adion.     Drake  with  the  rear  divifion, 
\n  cpnfcquence  of  the  laft  tack,  becoming  the  van  of 
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the  Britlfh  fleet,  treated  the  French  van  fo  roughly,  that  n^'* 
they  bore  away,  while  de  Grafle  with  the  centre  edged 
up  in  order  to  cover  their  retreat.  The  weight  of  the 
action  fell  principally  upon  the  Britifh  van,  the  centre 
coming  in  for  a  more  moderate  fhare,  and  feven  fail 
never  being  able  to  get  within  a  proper  gun-fhot  diftance 
of  the  French :  from  thefe  circumftances  Drake's  divi- 
fion  fuffered  feverely.  The  engagement  ended  about 
fun-fet.  The  (lain  on  board  the  Britifh  amounted  to 
90,  and  the  wounded  to  230.  The  Shrewfbury  and  In- 
trepid bore  more  than  a  proportionable  fhare  of  this  lofs. 
Capt.  Robinfon  of  the  former  lofl  a  leg,  and  capt.  Mol- 
loy  of  the  latter  gained  great  honor,  by  the  gallantry 
with  which  he  fuccoured  and  covered  the  Shrewfbury, 
when  overborne  and  furrounded  by  the  French.  Ac- 
cording to  the  French  accounts,  no  more  than  15  fhips 
on  each  fide  were  engaged.  Admiral  Graves  ufed  all 
meafures  to  keep  up  the  line  during  the  night,  with  the 
defign  of  renev/ing  the  aftion  in  the  morning.  But  he 
difcovered  that  feveral  fhips  of  the  van,  and  the  Mon- 
tague  of  the  centre,  hadfuftered  fo  much  in  their  mafts^ 
that  they  were  in  no  condition  for  renewing  the  adtion, 
till  the  fame  were  fecured.  The  Terrible  was  fo  leaky 
as  to  keep  all  her  pumps  going,  and  the  Ajax  was  in 
little  better  condition.  The  hoftile  fleets  continued  for 
five  fucceffive  days,  partly  repairing  their  damages,  and 
partly  manoeuvring  in  fight  of  each  other;  and  at  times 
were  very  near.  The  Britifn  were  fo  mutilated,  that 
they  had  not  fpeed  enough  to  attack  the  French ;  and 
thefe  fhowed  no  inclination  to  renew  the  a6lion,  though 
they  had  it  often  in  their  pov/er,  as  they  generally  main- 
tained the  wind  of  Craves.     De  GralTe  fearing  Icfb  by 
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1781- fome  favorable  change  of  it,  the  Britiih  Ihould  get  be- 
jo.  *  fore  him  to  the  Chefapeak,  returned  thither  on  the  loth. 
The  Richmond  and  Iris,  of  32  guns  each,  which  had 
been  fent  to  cut  away  the  buoys  of  the  French  anchors, 
fell  into  his  hands.  His  putting  to  fea,  and  continuing 
there  after  fighting  the  Britiih,  was  probably  the  laving 
of  de  B arras ;  for  during  de  Grafle's  abfence  *,  the 
other  arrived  in  the  bay  with  eight  French  line  of  battle 
ihips,  befide  frigates,  tranfports  and  vidluallers,  bring- 
ing with  him  the  artillery  and  ftores  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceifary  for  the  fiege  of  York  Town.  The  American 
officers  were  in  great  pain  about  him,  when  they  heard 
of  Graves's  having  put  to  fea,  left  he  Ihould  fall  in  with 
the  latter,  be  over-pov/ered,  and  thereby  all  their  hopes 
of  capturing  lord  Cornwallis  be  difappointed.  De  Barras 
had  taken  a  wide  circuitous  courfe  to  avoid  being  in- 
tercepted; but  that  very  precaution  might  have  proved 
his  ruin,  had  not  de  GrafTe  left  the  Chefapeak  on  the 
5th,  and  engaged  and  manoeuvred  with  Graves.  In 
the  mean  time,  a  freih  gale  and  a  head  fea  fo  increafed 
the  damage  and  danger  of  the  Terrible,  that  it  was 
found  neceffary  to  evacuate  and  then  burn  her.  This 
was  done  on  the  nth,  and  about  nine  at  night.  Graves 
bore  up  for  the  Chefapeak ;  but  upon  information's  be- 
ing brought  him,  that  the  French  fleet  were  all  anchor- 
ed within  the  Cape,  fo  as  to  block  the  palTage,  it  was 
determined  by  a  council  of  war,  to  return  to  New  York;> 
where  the  fleet  arrived  the  20th  of  September. 

*  See  count  de  Grafle's  letter  to  the  chevalier  de  Luzerne,  Sect,  i  ?, 
and  the  Baltimore  News-paper  of  Sept,  18,  1781. 
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One  great  obje6t  of  the  Brltifh  force  in  Virginia  was  1781. 
the  eflabiifnment  of  a  ilrong  poll  and  place  of  arnns, 
which  by  embracing  fome  good  harbour,  or  command- 
ing one  of  the  great  navigable  rivers,  lliould  equally 
facilitate  future  hoftile  operations  whether  by  fea  or  landj 
and  which,  befide  giving  an  opportunity  for  diftreffing 
the  country,  if  the  reduction  of  it  could  not  be  effeded, 
ihould  afford  fuch  a  ftation  for  the  Britifli  fleets  and 
cruifers,  as  would  render  them  entirely  mafcers  of  Che- 
fapeak  bay.  But  the  utility  of  fuch  a  poll  was  necefia- 
rily  founded  on  the  confidence  of  a  conftant  naval  fupe- 
riority,  as  well  as  of  its  being  defenfible  by  a  moderate 
force  on  the  land  fide.  Upon  a  perfonal  examination  of 
Portfmouth,  lord  Cornwallis  difcovered  it  to  be  totally 
incompetent  to  the  purpofe  of  the  intended  poft.  Point 
Comfort  was  thought  to  be  no  lefs  defediive.  York 
Town  lying  on  the  river  of  that  name,  and  on  the  nar- 
rowed part  of  the  peninfula  between  York  and  James 
rivers,  where  it  is  about  five  miles  over  -,  and  Gloucefter 
Point  on  the  north  and  oppofite  fide,  and  proje6ling  fo 
far  into  the  river,  that  the  diftance  between  both  is  not 
much  above  a  mile,  afforded  the  only  remaining  choice. 
They  entirely  commanded  the  navigation  of  the  river, 
which  is  fo  deep  at  this  place,  as  to  admit  of  fhips  of 
great  fize  and  burden  :  but  then  they  required  the  whole 
force  that  Cornwallis  poffeffed  to  render  them  effective. 
His  iordfhip  gave  the  preference  to  them  j  and  repaired 
with  his  army  in  Auguft  to  the  peninfdla.  He  applied 
himfelf  with  the  utmofl  diligence  to  fortify  thefe  polls, 
and  to  render  them  equally  refpedable  by  land  and 
water.  His  v;hole  force  amounted  to  about  7000  excel- 
lent troops.     Before  his  brdlliip  had  fixed  hiiiifelf  and 
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i7S^*army  in  thefe  polls,  a  feries  of  manoeuvres  had  taken 
place  between  him  and  the  marquis  de  ia  Fayette  j  in 
which  the  Britifh  general  difplayed  the  boldnefs  of  en- 
terprife,  and  the  marquis  the  judgment  of  age,  blended 
with  the  ardor  of  youth.  Fayette,  under  various  pre- 
tences, fent  the  Pennfylvania  troops  to  the  fouth  fide  of 
James  river;  collected  a  force  in  Gloucefter  county; 
and  made  fundry  excellent  arrangements,  which  he  early 
com.municated  to  de  Graflfe  by  an  officer. 

The  French  and  American  armies  continued   their 
rnarch  from  the  northward,  till  they  arrived  at  the  Head 
of  Elk:  within  an  hour  after,  they  received  an  exprefs 
from  count  de  GrafTe,  with  the  joyful  account  of  his 
arrival  and  fituation.     This  circumflance  will  appear  the 
more  remarkable,  when  we  confider  the  original  diftance 
of  the  parties,  as  well  from  the  fcene  of  adtion  as  from 
each  other,  and  the  various  accidents,  difficulties  and 
delays,  to  which  they  were  all  liable.     The  greateft  har- 
mony fubfiiled  between  Waffiington  and  Rochambeau, 
which  lefiened  fome  of  the  difficulties  attending  their 
joint  operations.     The  former  being  without  a  fuffici- 
ency  of  money  to  fupply  his  troops,  applied  to  the  count 
for  a  loan,  which  was  iniiantiy  granted.     In  order  to 
hailen  the  arrival  of  the  allied  troops,  de  GraiTe  feledled 
feven  vefiels,  drawing  the  leail  water,  to  tranfport  them 
down  Chefapeak  Bay.     But  the  moment  they  were  ready 
to  fail  on  this  fervice,  the  count  was  obliged  to  prepare 
fpr  repelling  the  Bridfh  fleet.     When  Mr.  de  B arras 
arrived,  he  fent  up  thofe  tranfports  he  brought  with  him 
for  the  troops :  de  GrajfTe  after  that  added  to  them  as 
25,  many  frigates  as  he  could  *.     By  the  25th  of  September 
*  Count  de  Grain's  letter  of  September  15,  1781. 
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all  the  troops  were  arrived  and  landed  at  Williamfburgh,  ^1^^* 
and  preparations  were  made  with  all  polTible  difpatch 
for  putting  the  army  in  a  fituation  to  m.ove  down  toward 
York  Town.  Gen.  Wafhington  and  count  de  Rocham- 
beau,  with  their  fultes  and  other  officers,  had  reached 
Williamfburgh  by  hard  travelling,  on  the  14th,  eleven 
days  iboner.  Here  the  general  found  a  vefTel  waiting  to 
convey  him  to  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  fent  by  count  dc 
GraiTe,  as  he  could  not  with  propriety  leave  his  fleet. 
The  commander  in  chief  and  the  count  de  Rochambeau, 
accompanied  by  generals  Chaftellux,  Du  Portail  and 
Knox,  immediately  proceeded  to  vifit  the  count  on 
board  the  Ville  de  Paris.  A  council  was  held,  and  de 
GralTe  detailed  his  engagements  to  be  in  the  Weft  Indies 
at  the  latter  end  of  Odlober  or  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber. But  he  finally  agreed  to  continue  in  the  Chefapeak 
until  the  operation  againfl:  lord  Cornwallis  fhould  be  de- 
cided.    After  which  the  company  returned. 

All  the  American  and  French  troops  formed  a  junc- 
tion at  Williamfburgh.  The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  had 
been  joined  by  3000  under  St.  Simon  fome  days  before 
the  25th.  The  whole  regular  force  thus  colleded 
amounted  to  between  11  and  12,000  men.  The  militia 
of  Virginia  were  alfo  called  out  to  fervice,  and  were 
commanded  by  gov.  Nelfon.  On  the  27th  Wafhington 
gave  out  in  general  orders — "  If  the  enemy  fhould  be 
tempted  to  meet  the  army  on  its  march,  the  general 
particularly  enjoins  the  troops  to  place  their  principal 
reliance  on  the  bayonet^  that  they  may  prove  the  vanity 
of  the  ho  aft  which  the  Britijh  make  of  their  'peculiar  powefs 
in  deciding  battles  with  that  weapon^'  The  next  morn^ 
ing  the  army  marched,  and  haked  about  two  miles  from 
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i^gi,  York  Town  juft  before  fun  fet.     The  ofncers  and  fol- 
diers  were  ordered  to  lie  on  their  arms  the  whole  nierht. 

Sept.  .  .  ^ 

30.  On  the  30th,  col.  Scannmell  (being  officer  of  the  day) 
in  approaching  the  enemy's  outer  works,  to  fee  if  they 
had  really  left  them,  was  mortally  wounded  and  taken 
prifoner  by  a  party  of  the  enemy's  horfe,  which  lay 
fecreted.  This  day  lord  Cornwallis  v/as  clofely  invelled 
in  York  Town.  The  French  extended  from  the  river 
above  the  town  to  a  morafs  in  the  centre,  where  they 
were  met  by  the  Americans,  who  occupied  the  oppofite 
fide  from  the  river  to  that  fpot.  The  poft  at  GloucefLer 
Point  was,  at  the  fame  time,  invefted  by  the  duke  de 
Lauzun  with  his  legion,  and  a  number  of  Virginia 
militia  under  gen.  Weedon. 

Before  the  troops  left  Williamfburgh^  Wafhington 
received  a  letter  from  de  Grafle,  informing  him,  that  in 
cafe  of  the  appearance  of  a  Britifh  fleet,  the  count 
conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  go  out  and  meet  them 
at  fea,  inftead  of  fighting  in  a  confined  fituation.  This 
information  exceedingly  alarmed  the  general,  v/ho  in- 
ftantly  faw  the  probability  of  the  Britifn  fleet's  ma- 
nceuvring  in  fuch  manner,  as  to  reinforce  or  withdraw 
lord  Cornwallis.  To  prevent  a  meafure  pregnant  with 
fo  much  evil,  his  excellency  wrote  to  the  count  on  the 
26th- — "  I  am  unable  to  defcribe  the  painful  anxiety 
under  v/hich  I  have  labored  flnce  the  reception  of  your 
letter  of  the  23d  inftant.  It  obliges  me  warmJy  to  urge 
a  perfeve ranee  in  the  plan  agrecid  upon.  The  attemipt 
upon  York,  under  the  prote6lion  of  your  fliipping,  is 
as  certain  of  fuccefs  as  a  fuperior  force  and  a  fuperiority 
of  meafures  can  render  any  military  operation.  The 
capture  of  the  Britiili  army  is  a  matter  fo  important  ia 
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itfelf  and  in  its  confequences,  that  it  mud  greatly  tend  i-jSi, 
to  bring  an  end  to  the  war. — If  your  excellency  quits 
the  Bay,  an  accefs  is  open  to  relieve  York,  of  which 
the  enemy  will  inftandy  avail  theinfelves.  The  confe- 
quence  of  this  w'ill  be,  not  only  the  difgrace,  but  the 
probable  difbanding  of  the  whole  army  -,  for  the  pre  fen  t 
feat  of  war  being  fuch,  as  abfolutely  precludes  the  ufe 
of  waggons,  from  the  great  number  of  large  rivers 
which  interfe6l  the  country,  there  will  be  a  total  want  of 
provifions.  This  province  has  been  fo  exhaufted,  that 
fubfiftence  mud  be  drawn  from  a  diilance,  and  that  can 
only  be  done  by  a  fuperior  feet  in  the  Bay.  I  earneilly 
beg  your  excellency  to  confider,  that  if  by  moving  your 
fleet  from  the  fituation  agreed  upon,  we  lofe  the  prefent 
opportunity,  we  fhall  never  hereafter  have  it  in  our 
power  to  flrike  fo  decifive  a  ftroke,  and  the  period  of  an 
honorable  peace  will  be  further  diftant  than  ever.-*- 
Suppofing  the  force,  faid  to  have  arrived  under  adm, 
Digby,  to  be  true,  their  whole  force  united  cannot  be 
fuch  as  to  give  them  any  hope  of  fuccefs  in  the  attack- 
ing your  fleet. — I  am  to  prefs  your  excellency  to  perfe- 
vere  in  the  fcheme  fo  happily  concerted  betv/een  us. 
Permit  me  to  add,  that  the  abfence  of  your  fleet  from 
the  Bay  may  fruftrate  our  defign  upon  the  garrifon  at 
York.  For,  in  the  prefent  fituation,  lord  Cornwallis 
might  evacuate  the  place  with  the  lofs  of  his  artillery, 
baggage,  and  a  few  m.en — facrifices,  which  v/ould  be 
highly  juftifiable,  from  the  defire  of  faving  the  body  of 
the  army.  The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  carries  this.  He 
is  not  to  pafs  the  Cape  for  fear  of  accident,  in  cafe  you 
fhould  be  at  fea."  This  letter,  with  the  marquis's  per- 
fuaficns,    had  the  defired  effedj    and  die  fame   hour 

whea 
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^^^^•when  the  combined  army  appeared  before  York  Town, 
the  French  fleet  was  brought  to  the  month  of  York 
river,  and  by  their  pofition  effeclually  covered  all  fub- 
fequent  military  operations,  and  prevented  either  the  re- 
treat or  fuccour  of  lord  Cornwallis's  arm.y  by  water* 
The  pods  of  York  and  Gloiicefler  were  the  moft  favor- 
able of  any  in  the  country  for  befieging  the  Britiffij  and 
preventing  their  efcape,  when  the  fiege  was  fupported 
by  a  fuperior  land  and  naval  force. 

Lord  Cornwallis  was  fulHciently  flrong  for  fightinr 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  even  after  he  had  been  joined 
by  St.  Simon ;  and  is  tiiought  to  have  been  miftaken 
in  not  engaging  them  either  feparately  or  together.  The 
moment  he  heard  that  the  allied  trooDs  were  at  the 
Head  of  Elk,  and  that  de  Graffe  was  arrived  with  fo 
powerful  a  fleet  at  the  Chef^peak,  his  lordfhip  fhould- 
have  puflied  off  for  Charleflov/n.  Therefore  it  was  that: 
gen<  Greene  wrote  to  baron  Steuben  on  the  17th—. 
**  Nothing  can  fave  Cornwallis  but  a  rapid  retreat 
through  North  Carolina  to  Charleftown."  His  lord- 
iliip's  condu6l  was  influenced  by  an  expe6lation  of  a  re- 
inforcement from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  a  full  per- 
fuafion  that  thofe  exertions  v/ould  be  made  at  New  York, 
and  fuch  a  naval  flrength  would  arrive  from  thence  in 
time,  as  would  efFedually  relieve  him.  This  may  be 
gathered  from  his  writing  on  the  16th — ^^  If  I  had  no 
hopes  of  relief,  I  would  rather  nfk  an  acdion  than  defend 
my  half-finifhed  w^orks.  But  as  you  fay,  adm.  Digby? 
is  hourly  expedled,  and  have  promifed  exertions  to  affift 
me,  I  do  not  think  myfelf  juflifisble  in  putting  the  fat^ 
of  the  war  upon  fo  defperate  an  attempt/*  Fie  mufl 
have  meant  that  cf  fighting  Fayette  and  St.  Simon,  for 
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the  troops  of  Walhington  and   Rochambeau  did  not^7^J« 
arrive  till  afterward.     Fayette  had  taken  a  ftrong  poii- 
tion :  but  the  attempt  would  not  have  appeared  fo  def- 
perate  to  his  lordlhip,  had  he  known  th€  real  nunaber 
of  the  enemy. 

The  trenches  were  opened  by  the  combined  armies  on  oa. 
the  6th  of  Odlober,  at  600  yards  diftance  from  Corn-  ^* 
wallis's  works.  The  night  being  dark  and  rainy  was 
well  adapted  to  the  fervice,  in  which  there  was  not  a 
man  hurt.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  the  redoubts 
and  batteries  being  completed,  a  general  difcharge  of 
24  and  18  pounders  and  of  10  inch  mortars  commenced 
by  the  Americans  on  the  right,  and  continued  all  night 
without  intermifTion.  The  next  morning,  the  French 
opened  their  batteries  on  the  left,  and  a  tremendous  roar 
of  cannon  and  mortars  w^as  continued  for  6  or  8  hours 
without  ceafmo;.  There  was  an  incefTant  fire  throuofh 
the  fucceeding  night.  By  one  of  the  French  fhells,  the 
Charon  of  44  guns  and  a  tranfport  fhip  were  f^t  on  fire 
and  burnt.  The  following  morning,  the  enemy's  other  jj^ 
guard  fhip  was  fired  by  one  of  the  American  fhells 
and  confumed.  At  night,  the  befiegers  opened  their 
fecond  parallel,  200  yards  from  the  works  of  the  be- 
fieged.  The  Americans  had  3  men  killed  and  i  wounded 
by  a  French  cannon,  which  fired  too  lovv^.  On  the  14th 
in  the  evening,  an  American  battalion  v/as  ordered  into 
the  fecond  parallel,  and  to  begin  a  large  battery  in  ad- 
vance on  the  risiht.  A  few  minutes  before  thev  beo-an 
to  break  ground,  the  enemy  kept  a  conilant  fire  upon 
them :  one  of  their  fnells  burfh  in  the  centre  of  the  bat- 
talion, and  killed  a  captain  and  i  private,  and  wounded 
a  fecond.     The  fire   of  the  befieged  was  very  great 
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1781.  through  the  night ;  and  it  was  thought  that  the  befiegers 
lofl  as  many  men  within  24  hours  at  this  period,  as 
they  had  done  nearly  the  whole  fiege  before. 

Two  redoubts^  which  were  advanced  about  200  yards 
on  the  left  of  the  Britifh,  gready  innpeded  the  progrefs 
of  the  combined  armies.  An  attack  on  thefe  was  there- 
fore propofed. — To  excite  a  fpirit  of  em.ulation  the  re- 
du6lion  of  the  one  was  committed  to  the  French,  of  the 
other  to  the  Americans.  The  light  infantry  of  the  latter 
were  commanded  by  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette;  and 
the  fervice  v/as  allotted  to  a  fele6t  corps.  The  marquis 
faid  to  gen.  Wafhington — ^^  The  troops  fhould  retaliate 
on  the  Britiili,  for  the  cruelties  they  have  practifed." 
Q^^  The  general  anfwered — "  You  have  full  command,  and 
H'  may  order  as  you  pleafe."  The  marquis  ordered  the 
party  to  remember  New  London,  and  to  retaliate,  by 
putting  the  men  in  the  redoubt  to  the  fvvord  after  having 
carried  it.  The  men  marched  to  the  ailault  with  un- 
loaded arms,  at  dark  on  the  night  of  the  14th,  pafTed 
the  abbatis  and  palifades,  and  attacking  on  all  fides 
carried  the  redoubt  in  a  few  minutes,  with  the  lofs  of 
8  killed  and  28  wounded*.  Lieut,  col.  Laurens  per- 
fonally  took  the  comimanding  officer.  The  colonel's 
humanity  and  that  of  the  Americans  fo  overcame  their 
refentments,  that  they  fpared  the  Bririfh.  When  bring- 
ing them  off  as  prifoners,  they  faid  among  themfelves 
— «^  Why  !  how  is  this  ?  We  were  ordered  to  put  them 
to  death.'*     Being  aiked  by  others  why  they  had  not 

*  Major  Gibbs,  the  commander  of  the  men  that  formed  the  guards 
for  Wafliington's  perfon,  received  a  fmall  contufion  in  his  leo-  by  a 
grape  fhot.  His  manufcripts  of  the  tranfaiftions  before,  at  and  after 
the  iiege,  are  often  ufed  in  this  narrative. 
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clone  it,  they  anfwered — "  We  could  not,  when  they^^^^* 
beo-ged  and  cried  fo  upon  their  knees  for  their  lives.'* 
About  five  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  i  major,  i 
captain,  i  enfign,  and  20  privates  captured.  Col.  Ha- 
milton, who  condu6led  the  enterprife  with  much  addrefs 
and  intrepidity,  in  his  report  to  the  marquis  mentioned 
to  the  honor  of  his  detachment—"  that,  incapable  of 
imitating  examples  of  barbarity,  and  forgetting  recent 
provocations,  they  fpared  every  man  that  ceafed  to  re- 
fifl."  The  French  were  equally  fuccefsful  on  their  fide. 
They  carried  the  redoubt  committed  to  them  with  rapi- 
dity, but  loft  a  confiderable  number  of  men.  Thefe 
two  works  being  taken  into  the  fecond  parallel  ficilitated 
the  fublequent  operations. 

The  BritiOi  were  fo  weakened  by  the  fire  of  the  com- 
bined armies,  but  chiefly  by  ficknefs,  that  lord  Corn- 
wallis  could  not  venture  any  confiderable  number  in  the 
making  of  fallies.  The  prefent  emergency  however  was 
fuch,  that  a  little  before  day  break  of  the  morning  of 
the  1 6th  he  ordered  a  fortie  of  about  400  men,  under  i^« 
lieut.  col.  Abercromby,  to  attack  two  batteries  which 
appeared  to  be  in  the  greatefl  forwardnefs,  and  to  fpike 
the  guns.  Two  detachments  were  appointed  to  the  fer- 
vicej  and  both  attacks  were  made  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that  the  redoubts  which  covered  the  batteries,  were 
forced,  and  eleven  pieces  of  cannon  fpiked.  The 
prench  troops,  who  had  the  guard  of  that  part  of  the 
intrenchment,  fuffered  confiderably.  This  fuccefsful 
adion  did  honor  to  the  officers  and  troops  engaged,  but 
produced  no  effential  benefit.  The  Cannon,  being  haflily 
fpiked,  were  foon  rendered  again  ferviceablej  and  the 
combined  forces  were  fo  induflrious,  that  they  finiflied 
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«7^'» their  batterieS;,  opened  them  about  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  fired  brifldy.  Their  feveral  batteries 
were  now  covered  with  near  100  pieces  of  heavy  ord- 
nance y  and  the  Britiih  works  were  fo  deftioycd,  that 
they  could  fcarcely  fhow  a  fi ngle  gun. 

Thus  was  lord  CornwaUis  reduced  to  tlie  neceflky  of 
preparing  for  a  furrender,  or  of  attennpting  an  efcape. 
He  determined  upon  the  latter.  Boats  were  prepared 
under  different  pretexts,  for  the  reception  of  the  troops 
by  ten  at  night,  in  order  to  pafs  them  over  to  Gloucefler 
Point.  The  arrangements  were  made  with  the  utir.ofl 
fecrecy.  The  intention  was  to  abandon  the  baggage, 
and  to  leave  a  detachment  behind  to  capitulate  for  the 
towns  people,  and  for  the  fick  and  wounded,  his  lord- 
fhip  having  already  prepared  a  letter  on  the  fubjeft,  to 
be  delivered  to  gen.  Wafliington  after  his  departure. 
The  firft  embarkadon  had  arrived  at  Gloucefter  Point, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  were  already  landed, 
when  the  v/cather,  which  was  before  moderate  and  calm, 
infliantlv  chan2;ed  to  a  m.ofh  violent  ftorm  of  wind  and 
rain.  The  boats  v/;th  tlie  remaining  troops  were  all 
driven  down  the  river,  and  the  defign  of  pr.'^ng  was 
not  only  entirely  fruftrated,  but  the  abfence  of  the  boats 
rendered  it  impoffible  to  bring  back  the  troops  from 
G-oucefier.  Thus  weakened  and  divided,  the  army  was 
in  the  mod  imminent  danger.  The  boats  h.owever  re- 
turned ;  and  the  troops  were  brought  back  wldiout  much 
lofs  in  tlie  courfe  of  the  forenoon. 

Matters  were  now  haftening  to  a  crifis,  wliich  could 
not  be  lono-er  averted.  The  Britifli  v/ork^  v/erc  finking 
under  the  weight  of  the  Am.eiican  and  French  artillery. 
The  continuance  of  the  allied  fire,  only  lor  a  few  more 

hours. 
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hours,  would  reduce  them  to  fuch  a  condition  that  it  ^  7^' • 
would  be  rafhnefs  to  attempt  their  defence.     The  time 
for  expeding  relief  from  New  York  v/as  elapfed.     The 
Jftrenotk  and  fpirits  of  the  royal  troops  were  w^orn  down 
by  conllant  watching,  and  unremitting  fatigue.     Lord 
Cornwallis  therefore  fent  out  a  flag  at  ten  o'clock  in  the^^^ 
morning  of  the  17th,  with  a  letter  to  gen.  Wafnington,  17, 
requefting  a  cefTation  of  arms  for  twenty-four  hours, 
and  that  commiflloners  might  be  appointed  for  digefting 
the  terms  of  capitulation.     An  anfwer  was  given ;  and 
a  reply  forwarded  in  the  afternoon;  to  which  Wafhing- 
ton  rejoined  the  next  day,  declaring  the  general  bafis 
on  which  the  capitulation  might  take  place.     Commif- 
fioners  were  appointed — on  the  fide  of  the  allies  vifcount 
de  Noaiile,  and    lieut.  col.  Laurens,  whofe  father  was 
in  clofe  confinement  at  the  Tower,  while  the  fon  was 
drawino-  up  articles  by  which  an  Englifh  nobleman  and 
a  Britifh  army  became  prifoners.     While  fettling  the 
terms,  the  vifcount  wifhed  his  lordlhip  to  ftate,  upon 
his  honor,  the  value  of  the  military  cheft.     His  lordfhnp 
declared  it  to  be  about  1800I.  fterhng.     The  vifcount 
obferved  that  the  fum.  was  fo  trifling,  that  it  was  not 
worth  bringing  into  the  account,  and  therefore  was  for 
leaving  it  entirely  at  Cornwallis's  difpofal.     Laurens  in- 
terfered, and  obferved  to  his  colleague,  that  though  ic 
was  natural  for  a  fubjedl  of  one  of  the  greateft  monarchs 
in  the  world  to  think  i8col.  an  inconfiderable  fum,  yet, 
for  his  part,  being  a  fubje^  of  an  infant  (late,  ftruggling 
with  infinite  inconveniencies,  and  where  miOney  was  very 
rare,  he  m^uft  deem  it  a  very  confiderable  fum  j  and 
therefore  he  infilled  that  it  fliould  be  accounted  for.  This 
was  accordingly  done  s  and  afterward  it  was  paid  into  the 
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i^Si.lianus  of  Timothy  Pickering,  efq;  the  American  quar- 
ter mailer  general^  to  the  amount  of  2113I.  6s.  fterling, 
eftimating  the  dollar  at  4s.  8d.     There   being  a   mani- 
feft  impropriety  in  tlie  Americans    ilipulating  for  the 
return  of  the  negroes,  while  they  themfelves  were  avow- 
edly fighting  for  their  own  liberties,  they  covered  their 
intention  of  repofleffing  them,  under  thcfe  general  terms 
with  which  the  fourth  article  clofed — "  It  is  underfiood, 
that  any  property  obvioufly  belonging  to  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  ftates,  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  garrifon,  fnall  be 
fubjcct  to  be  reclaimed." 
^^        The  polls  of  York  and  Gloucefler  were  furrendered 
19.     on  the  19th.     The  honor  of  marching  out  with  colours 
flying,    which  had  been  denied  to  gen.  Lincoln,    was 
now  refufed  to  lord  Cornwallis ;  and  Lincoln  was  ap- 
pointed to  receive  the  fubmiilllon  of  the  royal  armiy  at 
'  York  Town,  precifely  in  the  fame  way  his  own  had  been 
conducted  about  1 8  months  before.  The  troops  of  every 
kind  that  furrendered  prifoners  of  war,  exceeded  7000 
men ;  but  fuch  was  the  number  of  fick  and  wounded, 
that  there  were  only  3800  capable  of  bearing  arms.  The 
officers  and  foldiers  retained  their  baggage  and  effects. 
Fifteen  hundred  feamen  partook  of  the  fate  of  the  gar- 
rifoh.     The  Guadaloupe  frigate  of  24  guns,  and  a  num- 
ber of  tranfports  were  furrendered  to  the  conquerors: 
.   about  20  tranfports  had  been  funk  or  burnt  during  the 
fiege.     The  land  forces  became  prifoners  to  congrefs ; 
but  the  feamen  and  jfhips  were  afTigned  to  the  French 
aamiral.     The  Americans  obtained  a  numerous  artil- 
lery, 75  brafs  ordnance  and  69  iron,  cannon,  howitzers 
and  mortarSe 

Lord 
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Lord  Cornwallis  endeavoured  to  obtain  permiffion  ^'^^*- 
for  the  Britilli  and  German  troops  to  return  to  their  re- 
fpeclive  countries,  under  engagements  not  to  ferve  againft 
France  or  America ;  and  alfo  an  indemnity  for  thofe  in- 
habitants who  had  joined  him :  but  he  was  obhged  to 
content,  that  the  former  fhould  be  retained  in  the  go- 
vernments of  Virginia,  Pennfyivania  and  Maryland ; 
and  that  the  latter,  whofe  cafe  lay  with  the  civil  autho- 
rity of  the  ftates,  fhould  be  given  up  to  the  unconditi- 
onal mercy  of  their  countrymen.  His  lordihip  how- 
ever obtained  permiffion  for  the  Bonetta  floop  of  war 
to  pafs  unexamined,  which  gave  an  opportunity  of  fcreen- 
ing  tiiofe  of  the  royalifts  who  were  mod  obnoxious  to 
the  refentmiCnts  of  the  Americans,  He  tooli  care  alfo 
to  have  it  ftipulated,  that  no  article  of  the  capitulatiori 
fnould  be  infringed  on  pretext  of  reprifaL  His  lord- 
(liip,  with  ail  civil  and  military  officers,  except  thofe  of 
the  latter  who  were  neceffarily  left  behind  for  the  pro- 
tection and  government  of  the  foldiers,  were  at  liberty 
to  go  upon  parole,  either  to  Great  Britain  or  New  York. 
He  acknowledged  in  his  public  letter,  that  the  treat- 
ment which  he  and  the  army  had  received  after  the  fur- 

« 

render,  was  perfe6lly  good  and  proper.  His  lordffiip 
fpake  in  thefe  warm  terms  of  the  kindnefs  and  attention 
fliown  to  them,  by  the  French  officers  in  particular-^ 
«  Their  deliberate  fcnfibility  of  our  fituation,  their  ge- 
fierous  and  preffing  offers  of  money,  both  public  and 
private,  to  any  am/ount,  has  really  gone  beyond  what  I 
can  poffibly  defcribe." 

On  the  2cth  of  October,  the  American  commander 
in  chief,  congratulated  in  general  orders  the  army  on 
the  glorious  event  of  the  preceding  day ,  and  tendered 

O  3  tP 
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'7^^'to  the  generals,  officers  and  privates,  his  thanks  in  the 
warmed  language.  He  with  gratitude  returned  his  fin- 
cere  acknowledgments  to  gov.  Nelfon  of  Virginia,  for 
the  fuccours  received  from  him  and  the  militia  under 
him.  To  fpread  the  general  joy  in  all  hearts,  he 
commanded  that  thofe  of  the  army,  u'ho  were  under 
arreft,  fhould  be  pardoned  and  fet  at  liberty.  The  or- 
ders ciofed  with — ^^  Divine  fervice  Ihall  be  performed 
to-morrow  in  the  different  brigades  and  divifions.  The 
commander  in  chief  recomniends,  that  all  the  troops 
that  are  not  upon  duty,  do  affifl:  at  it  with  a  ferious  de- 
portment, and  that  fenfibility  of  heart  which  the  recol- 
le6lion  of  the  furprifing  and  particular  interpofition  of 
Providence  in  our  favor  claims." 

The  Britifli  fleet  and  army  deflined  for  the  relief  of 
^*  lord  Cornv/alUs,  arrived  ofi'the  Cheiapeak  on  the  24th; 
but  on  receiving  authentic  accounts  of  his  furrender,  they 
returned  to  New  York.  A  few  days  after  their  firft  return, 
the  fleet  was  increafed  by  four  Ihips  of  the  hne :  but 
fuch  was  the  fuperiority  of  the  French  by  de  Barras's 
junction  with  de  GrafTe,  that  nothing  flioi  t  of  defperate 
circumflances  could  juRify  attem.pting  a  frelh  engage- 
ment. Thefe  circumfcances  however  exifcing,  the  Bri- 
tiih  naval  commanders  ufed  all  polhble  expedition  in 
ref.iting  the  ihips,  with  the  dcfign  of  extricating  Corn- 
v/allis  and  his  army.  The  delay  occafioned  by  this  bu- 
fmefs  feemed  to  be  compenfated  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Prince  William  and  Torbay  m^en  of  war  from  {am.aica. 
It  was  determined  that  every  exertion  fhould  be  ufed 
both  by  the  tk-et  and  army,  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
Britiili  force  in  Virginia.  Sir  licniy  Clinton  emibarked 
with  above  7000  of  his  beil  forces.     It  was  neverthe- 

^  lefs 
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lefs  the  19th  of  October  before  the  fleet  could  fall  down  ^1^^* 
to  the  Hook.  They  amounted  to  25  fhips  of  the  line, 
2  fifties,  and  8  frigates.  When  they  appeared  off  the 
Chefapeak,  the  French  made  no  manner  of  movement, 
though  they  had  2^  ^^ips  ^^  ^^^  ^'^^^>  being  fatisned 
with  their  prefent  foccefs.  The  main  error,  which 
paved  the  way  to  the  capture  of  the  Britifh  army,  ap- 
pears to  be  the  omiffion  of  fending  a  larger  force  from 
the  Weft  Indies  than  that  which  was  difpatched  under 
Sir  Samuel  Hood.  A  few  more  Ihips  in  the  firft  in- 
ilance  might  have  prevented  that  moft  woful  difap- 
pointment,  with  which  both  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  lord 
Cornwallis  have  been  painfully  exercifed. 

Every  argument  and  perfuafion  was  ufed  with  the 
count  de  Gralfe  to  induce  him  to  aid  the  combined  army 
in  an  operation  againft  Charleftown ;  but  the  advanced 
feafon,  the  orders  of  his  court;,  and  his  own  engage- 
ments to  be  pun6lual  to  a  certain  time  fixed  for  his  ul- 
terior operations,  prevented  his  compliance.  His  in- 
ftruclions  had  fixed  his  departure  even  to  the  15th  of 
Oftober;  he  however  early  engaged  to  ftay  longer. 
Could  he  have  extended  his  co-operation  two  months 
more,  there  would  moft  probably  have  been  a  total  ex- 
tirpation of  the  Britifh  force  in  the  Carolinas  and  Geor* 
gla.  On  the  27th,  the  troops  under  the  mw-irquis  St.  27. 
Simon  began  to  embark  for  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  about 
the  5th  of  November  de  GrafTe  failed  from  the  Ciiefa- 

peak. 

The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  being  about  to  leave  Ame- 
rica, the  following  expreGions  made  a  part  of  the  orders 
iffued  by  him  previous  to  his  departure  from  York 
Town — "  Orders  for  the  firft  brigade  of  light  infantry, 

O  4  iflued 
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j^Si.iff^^ed  by  major  general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  061, 

^^'  3I5   178 1.     In  the  moment  the  major  general  leaves 

this  place,  he  wifhes  once  more  to  exprefs  his  gratitude 


to  the  brave  corps  of  light  infantry,  who  for  nine  months 
paft  have  been  the  companions  of  his  fortunes.     He  will 
never  forget,  that  with  them  alone  of  regular  troops,  he 
had  the   good  fortune  to  manoeuvre  before  an   army, 
which  after  all  its  redu6lions,  is  flill  fix  times  fuperior 
to  the  regular  force  he  had  at  that  timjc."     Four  days  jl 
after,  this  brigade  embarlced  for  the  Head  of  Elk ;  the 
invalids  of  the  American  troops  deftined  for  the  north-  ^ 
ward    having    previoufly  done   it.      The  New  Jerfey 
and  part  of  the  New  York  lines  marched  by  land,  and 
were  to  join  the  troops  which  went  by  water,    at  the 
Head  of  Elk.     Such  cavalry  as  were  wanted  by  gen. 
Greene  marched  feveral  days  before  ;  and  on  the  5th  of 
November  a  reinforcement  marched  under  gen.  St.  Clair, 
in  order  to  ftrengdien  him  for  further  offenfive  opera- 
tions in  South  Carolina.     The  feafon  of  the  year  y/as 
unfavorable  for  the  return  of  the  troops  to  the  North 
river,  fo  that  they  fuffered  much  in  doing  it.     But  they 
and  their  comrades  had  been  blefled  with  a  feries  of  the 
mod  delightful  weather  from  the  beginning  of  their  march 
towarci  York  Town  until  the  reduction  of  the  place. 
■   No  fooner  had  congrefs  received  and  read  gen.  Wafh- 
ington's  letter,  giving  information  of  the  redu6tion  of 
the  Britifh  army,  than  they  refolved  on  the  24th  of  Oc- 
tober, that  they  would  at  two  o'clock  go  in  proceffion 
to  the  Dutch  Lutheran  church,  and  return  thanks  to  Al- 
mighty God,  for  crowning  the  allied  arms  of  the  United 
States  and  France,  with  fuccefs  by  the  furrender  of  the 
whole  Bridfh  arm.y  under  the  command  of  earl  Corn- 

wallis 
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wallis.     This  army  had  fpread  v/afte  and  ruhi  over  the  i-8i. 
face  of  Virginia  for  400  miles  on  the  fea-coaft,  and  for 
200  to  the  weftward.     Their  niim.bers  enabled  them  to 
go  where  they  pleafed ;  and  their  rage  for  plunder  dif- 
pofed  them  to  take  whatever  they  efteemed  moil  valu- 
able.    The  reduction  of  fuch  an  army  occafioned  tranf- 
ports  of  joy  in  the  breaic  of  evei-y  American.     But  that 
joy  v/as  increafed  and  maintained,  by  the  fjrther  confi- 
deration  of  the  influence  it  would  have  in  procuring  fuch 
a  peace  as  vv^as  deHred.     Two  days  after,  the  congrefs 
iifued  a  proclamation   for  religioufly  obferving  through 
the  United  States,  the   13th  of  December,  as  a  day  of 
thankfgiving  and  prayer.     On  the  29th  of  O6lober,  they 
relblved,  that  thanks  fliould  be  prefented  to  gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  count  de  Rochamibeau,  count  de  GrafTe,  and 
the  officers  of  the  different  corps,  and  the  men  under 
their  command,  for  their  fervices  in  the  reduction  of 
lord  Cornwallis.     They  alfo  refolved  to  ered  in  York 
Town  a  marble  column,  adorned  with  emblem.s  of  the 
alliance  between  the  United  States  and  his  moll  chriflian 
majefty  i  and  infcribed  with  a  fuccindl  narrative  of  the 
furrender  of  the  Britifli  army.     Two  Hands  of  colours 
taken  from  the  royal  troops,  under  the  capitulation,  were 
prefented  to  gen.  Wafhington  in  the  namje  of  the  United 
iStates  in  congrefs  affembled ;  and  two  pieces  of  field 
ordnance  fo  taken,  were  by  a  refolve  of  congrefs,  to  be 
prefented  by  gen.  Wafliington  to  count  de  Rochambeau, 
with  a   fliort  memorandum  engraved  thereon,    "  that 
congrefs  were  induced  to  prefent  them  from  confidera- 
tions  of  the  illuftrious  part  which  he  bore  in  effectuating 
the  furrender."     It  was  further  refolved  to  requeft  the 
phevalier  de  la  Luzerne^  to  inform  his  moll  chrifliaa 

majeay. 
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,^8j.nnaje{l)%  that  it  was  the  wifh  of  congrefs,  that  count  de 
GrafTe  might  be  permitted  to  accept  a  teftimony  of  their 
approbation,  fnnilar  to  that  which  was  to  be  prefented 
to  count  de  Rochambeau.  Leginative  bodies^  execu- 
tive councils,  city  corporations,  and  many  private  focie- 
-  ties,  prefented  congratulatory  addrelTes  to  gen.  Wafli- 
ington,  accom.panied  with  the  v/arm.eft  acknowledg- 
ments to  count  de  Rochambeau,  count  de  Grade,  and 
the  other  officers  in  the  fervice  of  his  moft  chriftian  ma- 
jeity.  Places  of  public  wcrfhip  refounded  with  grateful 
praifes  to  the  Lord  of  Hods,  the  God  of  battles,  before, 
at,  and  after  the  appointed  day  of  thankfgiving.  The 
fingularly  interefdng  event  of  captivating  a  fecond  royal 
army,  produced  fach  ftrong  emotions  in  numbers, 
both  of  miniflers  and  people,  that  they  could  not  wait 
the  arrival  of  the  day. 

The  Britifh  proiecled  an  attacfc  on  the  northern  fron- 
tiers of  New  York  ftate.  Major  Rols  advanced  from 
the  wellv/ard  as  far  as  Johnflown,  with  a  body  of  5co, 
regulars,  rangers,  and  Indians.  Col.  Willei  gaining 
intelligence  of  diem,  marched  with  between  4  and  50G 
levies  and  militia,  and  attacked  them  on  the  25th  of 
Odtober.  They  were  defeated  and  purfued  into  the 
wildernefs.  On  the  28th  the  colonel  farfiiihed  the  choicefl 
of  the  troops  with  five  days  provihon,  and  60  Oneida 
Indians  were  attached  to  them.  The  purfuit  was  re- 
commenced ;  and  by  the  ^cth  in  the  morning,  the  Ame- 
ricans fell  in  with  the  enemy  5  but  when  too  fatigued 
to  continue  the  chafe,  left  it  to  the  Oneida  Indians, 
who  at  length  got  up  with  miajor  Buder,  juft  as  he  and 
feveral  of  his  m.en  had  forded  a  bad  creek.  The  Onei- 
d.as  fired,  and  with  their  ri^.es  killed  fome  and  wounded 

Buder. 
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Butler.    They  then  crofTed  over  to  him.    On  his  afking  X781. 
quarter,    they   anfwered  Cherry  Valley  quarter  (alluding 
to  his  having  denied  it  there  when  afked,  in  Novem- 
ber 1778)  and  difpatched  him  though  the  requefl  was 
renewed. 

The  following  acts  and  concerns  of  congrefs  deferve 
to  be  noticed.     On  the  3Cth  of  October,  they  eleded 
major  general  Lincoln  fecretary  of  war.     The  aext  Sun-  Nor. 
day  they  attended  at  the  Roman  catholic  chapel  wdth     ^ 
the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  and  many  other  gentlemen 
of  diftinclion,  and  heard  Monf.  de  Bandole,  chaplain 
to  the  French  cmbafTy,  deliver  the  following  difcourfe 
— ^^  Gentlemen,  a  numerous  people  aflembled  to  ren- 
der thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  his  mercies,  is  one  of 
the  moil  aife6ting  objecls,  and  worthy  the  attention  of 
the  Supremie  Being.     While   camps  refound  with  tri- 
umphal actions,    while   nations   rejoice  in  viftory  and 
o-lorv,  the  mofi  honorable  office  a  minifler  of  the  altars 
can  fill,  is  to  be  the  organ  by  which  public  gratitude  is 
conveyed  to  the  Omnipotent. — Thofe  miracles  which 
he  once  wrought  for  his  chofen  people  are  renewed  in 
our  favor ;  and  it  would  be  equally  ungrateful  and  im- 
pious not  to  acknowledge,  that  the  event  which  lately 
confounded  our  enemies  and  fruftrated  their  defigns,  was 
the  wonderful  work  of  that  God  who  guards  your  liber- 
ties.— And  who  but  He  could  lb  combine  the  circum- 
ftances  which  led  to  fuccefs  ?  We  have  feen   our  ene- 
mies pulli  forward  amid  perils  almoft  innumerable,  amid 
objects   almoft  infurmountable,  to  the  fpot  which  was 
defigned   to  witnefs  their   difgrace ;    yet   they   eagerly 
fought  it  as  their  theatre  of  triumph  ! — Blind  as  they 
were,    they  bore  hungtr,    thirft   and  inclement    fkies, 

poured 
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1 781.  poured  out  their  blood  in  battle  againft  brave  republic 
cans,  and  crofTed  immenfe  regions  to  confine  themlelves 
in  another  Jericho,  whole  walls  v/ere  flited  to  fall  before 
another  Jofhua.  It  is  He,  whofe  voice  commands  the 
winds,  die  feas  and  the  feafons,  who  form.ed  a  junction 
on  the  fame  day,  in  the  fame  hour,  betvv'ecn  a  formid- 
able fleet  from  the  foudi,  and  an  arm.y  rudiing  from  the 
north,  like  an  impetuous  torrent.  Who  but  He,  in 
whofe  hands  are  the  hearts  of  men,  could  infpire  the  j 
allied  troops  with  the  friendfliips,  the  confidence,  the 
tendernefs  of  brothers  ?  How  is  it  that  two  nations  once 
divided,  jealous,  inimical,  and  nurfed  in  reciprocal  pre- 
judices, are  now  become  fo  cordially  united  as  to  form 
but  one  ?  Worldlings  would  fay,  it  is  the  wifdom,  the 
virtue,  and  moderation  of  their  chiefs ;  it  is  a  great  na- 
tional intereft  which  has  performed  this  prodigy.  They 
will  fay,  that  to  the  flcill  of  the  generals,  to  the  courage 
of  the  troops,  to  the  adivity  of  the  whole  army,  we 
muft  attribute  this  fplendid  fuccefs.  All  !  they  are  ig- 
norant, that  the  combining  of  fo  many  fortunate  cir- 
cumilanccs,  is  an  emanation  from  the  All-perfecl  Mind  ; 
that  courage,  that  fkill,  that  adivity,  bear  the  facred 
imprelTion  of  Him  who  is  divine. — For  hovv  m.any  fa- 
vors have  we  not  to  thank  Him  during  the  courfe  o^ 
the  prefent  year  ?  Your  union.,  which  was  at  firft  fup- 
ported  by  juftice  alone,  has  been  confolidated  by  your 
courao-e>  and  the  knot  which  ties  you  together  is  be- 
come  indifibluble,  by  the  accefilon  of  all  die  dates,  and 
the  unanim.ous  voice  of  all  the  confederates.  You  prefent 
to  the  univerfe  the  noble  fight  of  a  fociety,  which  found- 
ed in  equality  and  juftice,  fecure  to  the  individuals  who 
compofe  ir,  the  utmoft  happinefs  which  can  be  derived 

from 
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from  human  inftltutlons.  This  advantage,  which  fo  ^7^^' 
many  other  nations  have  been  unable  to  procure,  even 
after  ages  of  effort  and  mifery,  is  granted  by  Divine 
Providence  to  the  United  States  s  and  his  adorable  de- 
crees have  marked  the  prefent  moment  for  the  comple- 
tion of  that  memorable  happy  revolution,  which  has  taken 
place  in  this  extenfive  continent.  While  your  councils 
were  thus  acquiring  new  energy,  rapid  multiplied  fuc- 
cefles  have  crowned  your  arms  in  the  Ibuthern  ftates.— 
^Ve  have  feen  the  unfortunate  citizens  of  thefe  Hates 
forced  from  their  peaceful  abodes ; — after  a  long  and 
cruel  captivity,  old  men,  women  and  children,  thrown 
without  mercy  into  a  foreign  country.  Mailer  of  their 
lands  and  their  flaves,  amid  his  temporary  affluence,  a 
fuperb  vi6tor  rejoiced  in  their  diftrefTes.  But  Philadel- 
phia has  witnefied  their  patience  and  fortitude  j  they 
have  found  here  another  home,  and  though  driven  from 
their  native  foil,  they  have  blelTed  God  that  he  has  deli- 
vered them  from  the  prefence  of  their  enemies,  and  con- 
dueled  them  to  a  country,  where  every  juft  and  feeling 
man  has  flretched  out  the  helping  hand  of  benevolence. 
Heaven  rewards  their  virtue.  Three  large  ftates  are  at 
once  wreiled  from  tlie  foe.  The  rapacious  foldier  has 
been  com.pelled  to  take  refuge  behind  his  ramparts,  and 
oppreffion  has  vaoilhed  like  thofe  phantoms  which  are 
dillipated  by  the  morning  ray. — On  this  folemn  occa- 
fion,  we  might  renew  our  thanks  to  the  God  of  battles, 
for  the  fuccefs  he  has  granted  to  the  arms  of  your  allies 
and  your  friends,  by  land  and  byfea,  through  the  other 
parts  of  the  globe.  Bat  let  us  not  recall  thofe  events 
which  too  ci'  arly  prove  how  much  the  hearts  of  our  ene- 
mies have  i^cca  cbduiated.    Let  us  prollrate  ourfelves 

at 
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1781.  at  the  altar,  and  implore  the  God  of  mercy  to  fufpend 
his  vengeance,  to  fpare  them  in  his  wrath,  to  infpli-e 
them  with  fentiments  of  juflice  and  moderation,  to  ter- 
minate their  obftinacy  and  error,  and  to  ordain  that 
your  victories  be  followed  by  peace  and  tranquillity. 
Let  us  befeech  him  to  continue  to  fhed  on  the  coun- 
cils of  the  king  your  ally,  that  fpirit  of  wifdom,  of  jus- 
tice and  of  courage,  v/hich  has  rendered  his  reign  fo 
glorious.  Let  us  entreat  him  to  m.aintain  in  each  of  the 
flates  tliat  intelligence  by  which  the  United  States  are 
infpired.  Let  us  return  him  thanks,  that  a  faction 
whofe  rebellion  he  has  corredled,  now  deprived  of.  lup- 
port,  is  annihilated.  Let  us  offer  him  pure  hearts,  un- 
foiled  by  private  hatred  or  public  dillenfion  ^  and  let 
us  with  one  v/ill  and  one  voice,  pour  forth  to  the  Lord 
that  hymn  of  praife,  by  which  chriilians  celebrate  their 
gratitude  and  his  glory." 

The  moft  important  books  and  papers  of  congrefs 
engaged  at  length  the  attention  of  the  enem.y.  A  fcheme 
was  concerted  for  carrying  them  off.  Lieut.  Moody, 
who  had  been  fo  fiiccefsful  in  taking  the  Am.erican  mails, 
was  employed.  He  remained  on  the  jerfcy  fide  of  the 
Delaware,  while  his  brother  John  Moody,  and  another 
or  two  repaired  to  Philadelphia.  Before  they  could,  ex- 
ecute  the  bulinefs  intruded  to  them,  a  difcoverv  took 
place ;  and  fome  of  them  were  feized.  Parties  were  fent 
acrofs  the  Delaware  to  {ccurc  the  lieutenant ;  but  he 
eluded  all  their  exertions,  and  efcaped  in  an  extraordi- 
nary manner.  PI  is  brother  and  a  fellow  foldier  were 
brought  before  a  board  of  officers,  at  which  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette  prefidcd,  and  v;ere  indulged  v/ith  a  can- 
did and  fail  hearing.  An  opinion  of  the  officers  being 
-;r  reported 
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reported  to  the  board  of  war,  and  approved,  they  were  178U 
fentenced  to  die.  John  Moody  was  executed  on  the 
13th  of  November,  the  other  was  refpited.  The  care 
of  congrefs  will  be  engaged  the  more  by  this  fruitlefs 
projefl,  to  guard  againft  any  future  attempts  of  a  fimi- 
lar  nature. 

On  the  23d  of  November  they  refolved,  "  That  ma-  i^jtot. 
jor  gen.  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  have  permilTion  to  ^3* 
go  to  France,  and  that  he  return  at  fuch  a  time  as  fhall 
be  mod  convenient  to  him: — That  he  be  informed, 
that  on  a  review  of  his  condu6t  throughout  the  paft 
campaign,  and  particularly  during  the  period  in  which 
he  had  the  chief  command  in  Virginia,  the  many  new 
proofs  which  prefent  themfelves  of  his  zealous  attach- 
ment to  the  caufe  he  has  efpoufed,  and  of  his  judg- 
ment, vigilance,  gallantry  and  addrefs  in  its  defence, 
have  greatly  added  to  the  high  opinion  entcitained  by 
congrefs  of  his  m^erits  and  military  talents : — That  he 
m.ake  known  to  the  ofiicers  and  troops  whom  he  com- 
manded during  that  period,  that  the  brave  and  enter- 
prifing  fervices  with  which  they  feconded  his  zeal  and 
efforts,  and  which  enabled  hirn  to  det'eat  the  attempts  of  • 
an  enemy  far  fuperior  in  numbers,  have  been  beheld 
by  congrefs  with  particular  fati£fa6lion  and  approbati- 
on  -.-—That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  acquaint  the 
minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  Unired  States,  that  it  is 
the  defire  of  congrefs  that  they  confer  with  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  and  avail  themifelves  of  his  infonmatiofi 
relative  to  the  fituation  of  public  affairs  in  the  United 
States : — That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  further 
acquaint  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles,  that  he  will  conform  to  the  intention  of  congrefs, 

by 
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7.781.  by  confiilting  with  and  employing  the  afiiPcance  of  the 
marquis  de  ia  Fayette,  in  accelerating  thefiippli^r.  which 
may  be  afforded  by  liis  mod  chriftian  majefty  for  the 
life  of  the  United  States  : — That  the  fuperintendant  of 
finance,  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  and  the  board 
of  war,  make  fuch  communications  to  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  touching  the  affairs  of  their  reipedive  de- 
partments, as  will  beff  enable  him  to  fulfil  the  purpofe 
of  the  two  rcfolutions  immediately  preceding  : — That 
the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  difcharging 
the  engagement  entered  irito  by  the  marquis  de  la  Fa- 
yette with  the  merchants  of  Baltimore" — when  he  bor- 
rowed money  of  them  on  his  own  creciit,  for  fupplying 
his  troops  with  neceffaries. 
j^^y^  General  Wafliington  attended  congrefs  according  to 
32.  order,  and  being  introduced  by  two  members,  the  pre- 
fident  addreffed  him  as  follows — "  Sir,  congrefs  at  all 
times  happy  in  feeing  your  excellency,  feel  particular 
pleafjre  in  your  prefence  at  this  time,  after  the  glorious 
fuccefs  of  the  allied  arms  in  Virginia.  It  is  their  fixed 
purpofe  to  draw  every  advantage  from  it  by  exhorting 
the  ftates  in  tne  ftrongeil  terms,  to  the  moll  vigorous 
and  timely  exertions.  A  committee  has  accordingly 
been  appointed  to  ftate  the  requifitions  neceffary  to  be 
made  for  the  effablifnmient  of  the  armiy,  and  they  are 
inftrudled  to  confer  with  you  upon  that  fubjedl.  It  is 
therefore  the  expe6lation  of  congrefs,  that  your  excel- 
lency v/ouid  remain  for  fome  time  in  Philadelphia,  that  'i 
they  may  avail  themfelves  of  your  aid  in  this  important 
bufinefs,  and  that  you  may  enjoy  a  refpite  from  the 
fatigues  of  v/ar,  as  far  as  is  confident  with  the  fervice." 
To  which  iiiS  excellency  made  the  following  reply — 

3  "  Mr. 
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"  Mr.  Prefident,  I  feel  very  fenfibly  the  favorable  de-^7^^» 
claration  of  congrefs  exprefled  by  your  excellency.  This 
frefh  proof  of  their  approbation  cannot  fail  of  making 
a  deep  imprelTion  upon  me,  and  my  ftudy  fhall  be  to 
deferve  a  continuance  of  it.  It  is  with  peculiar  pleafure 
I  hear  that  it  is  the  fixed  purpofe  of  congrefs  to  exhort 
the  ilates  to  the  moft  vigorous  and  timely  exertions  :  a 
compliance  on  their  parts  v/ill,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  be  pro- 
du6live  of  the  moft  happy  confequences. — I  fhall  yield 
a  ready  obedience  to  the  expe(^ation  of  congrefs,  and 
give  every  afiiftance  in  my  power  to  their  committee. 
I  am  obliged  by  the  goodnefs  of  congrefs  in  making 
my  perfonal  eafe  and  convenience  a  part  of  their  con- 
cern. Should  the  fervice  require  my  attendance  with 
the  army  upon  the  North  river  or  elfewhere,  I  ihall  re- 
pair to  v/hatever  place  my  duty  calls,  with  the  fame  plea- 
fure that  I  remain  in  this  city."  On  thelaftday  of  the 
year  congrefs  agreed  to  jitn  ordinance  to  incorporate  the 
fuhfcrihers  to  the  hank  of  North  A^nerica, 

A  few  days  before,  gen.  Wafhington  wrote — ^^  The 
whole  bufmefs  of  prifoners  of  war  brought  under  one 
regulation,  might  probably  put  a  ftop  to  thofe  mutual 
complaints  of  ill  treatment  which  are  frequently  urged 
on  either  part.  For  it  is  a  fadl,  that  for  above  two  years 
we  have  had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  the  treatment  of 
the  continental  land  prifoners  in  New  York,  neither  have 
we  been  charged  with  any  improper  condudl  toward 
thofe  in  our  hands,  I  confider  the  fufFerings  of  the  fea- 
men  for  fome  time  paft  as  arifing  in  a  great  meafure 
from  the  want  of  that  general  regulation,  and  without 
which  there  will  be  conftantly  a  gi*eat  number  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. — I  knov/  of  no  method  fo 

Vol.  IV.  P  likely 
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1781. likely  to  put  an  end  to  the  mutual  complaints  on  both 
fides,  as  that  of  havhig  all  prifoners  given  up  to  the 
commilfary  general  to  be  by  him  exchanged." 

In  this  letter  there  is  an  allufion  to  an  improper  con- 
du6l  toward  the  Britilli  prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the 
Americans,  which  leads  me  to  mention  the  cafe  of  the 
convention  troops.     While  in  Virginia  they  were  often 
but  badly  ferved  with  meat.     The  chief  of  what  the 
American  contractor  had  procured  for  their  fupply  was 
fuch  as  they  could  not  eat.     The  Britilli  commanding 
officer  at  length  made  his  complaint,  and  obtained  leave 
to  have  it  fcirveyed,  when  it  was  condemned  in  general. 
The  American  quarter  inafters  were,  upon  that,  obliged 
to  go  all  over  Virginia  in  fearch  of  fait  provifions,  the 
want  of  which  was  fuch,  at  one  time,  that  the  prifoners 
had  fix  weeks  meat  due  to  them.     On  this  an  addition 
of  one  half  more  was  made  to  the  allowance  of  Indian 
meal,  and  the  troops  lived  upon  meal  and  water.    When 
afterward  removed  to  Frederick-tov/n  in  Maryland,  they 
complained  of  meeting  with  much  ill  ufage,    and  of 
being  badly  fjppUed  with   provifions  and  ahrioft  half 
Harved.     This  treatment  made  the  men  defert  in  great 
numibers,     Inftances  of  im.proper  conduft  toward  other 
prifoners  undoubtedly  exifted.     But  the  general  treat- 
ment of  them  was  good;  and,  wherein  it  was  otherwife, 
fell  fo  lliort  of  what  the  Britiih   pradlifed  toward  the 
Americans,  that  the  former  frequently  declared  of  the 
latter,  that  notwithilanding  all  their  threats,  they  were 
afraid  to  retaliate. 

The  Britilli  power  in  Georgia  being  too  weak  to  pre- 
vent it,  there  has  been  a  complete  re-eftabliiliment  of 
American  government.     The  general  affembly  was  con- 
vened 
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vened  at  Augufta  on  the  i6th  of  Auguft.  General  1781. 
Greene's  fnccefs  in  South  Carolina,  having  opened  the 
way  for  gov.  Rutledge's  kft  return  to  that  fbate,  he  ex- 
ercifed  his  authority  afrelli,  and  on  the  27th  of  Septem- 
ber, iflued  a  proclamation,  offering  thofe  inhabitants  of 
the  ftate  who  had  joined  the  Britifh,  pardon  on  condi- 
tion of  their  doing  fix  months  militia  duty,  with  the 
exception  of  fuch  as  had  taken  commifTions,  figned  con- 
gratulatory addrelTes  on  Britifh  vi6tories,  or  who  had 
been  otherwife  aftive  in  fupport  of  their  government. 
In  a  few  weeks,  feveral  hundreds-came  out  of  the  Britifh 
lines,  and  greatly  reinforced  the  American  militia.  Many 
were  now  as  afnduous  in  framing  excufes  for  having 
arranged  themfelves  under  the  Britilli  flandard,  as  they 
had  been  the  year  before  to  apologize  for  their  involun- 
tary fupport  of  rebellion.  Several  cafl  themfelves  on 
the  public  mercy,  though  excepted  by  the  proclamation. 
The  governor  afterward  ilTued  v/rits  for  a  new  ele6lion 
of  reprefentatives,  by  virtue  of  th€  extraordinary  pov/er 
delegated  to  him  before  the  furrender  of  Charieilowno 
The  eledlions  \vere  to  be  held  in  the  ufual  places  where 
it  was  pra6licable,  and  in  other  cafes  as  near  as  fafety 
and  other  circumflances  v/ould  permit.  It  was  ordered 
by' the  fame  authority,  that  at  the  eledlion  the  votes  of 
fuch  only  fhould  be  received  as  had  never  taken  Britifh 
protection,  or  who  having  taken  it,  had  notwithftanding 
rejoined  their  countrymen,  on  or  before  the  date  of  the 
proclamation.  Other  perfons,  though  refidents,  were 
not  confidered  as  freemen  of  the  fcate,  or  entitled  to  the 
full  privilege  of  citizenfhip.  To  counterad  the  feveral 
meafures  of  the  governor,  general  LcQie  ifTued  a  pro- 
clamation on  the  15th  of  December,  afTuring  his  ma- 

P  2  jefly's 
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i78i.jefl:y*s  loyal  fubjccls  in  the  province,  that  they  might 
rely  on  fpeedy  and  effeftiial  fupport  being  given  to 
them,  by  the  exertions  of  the  forces  under  his  com- 
mand ;  and  at  the  fame  time  giving  notice,  that  the 
feverefb  puniihments  Hioiild  be  infii6led  on  all  v;ho,  hav- 
ing folicited  for  and  obtained  the  enjoyment  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  a  Britifh  fubjed,  fhould  again  take  arms 
againfl  his  majefty's  government,  or  ferve  in  any  civil 
capacity  under  a  fecond  ufurpation. 

Vermont,  though  not  admitted  into  the  confederation, 
nor  acknowledged  by  the  United  States,  exercifes  all  the 
powers  of  an  independent  ftate — has  her  legiflative,  judi- 
cial and  executive  branches,  and  will  continue  them, 
without  fubjeding  herfelf  to  the  paymiCnt  of  any  part  of 
the  continental  debt  till  received  into  the  union. 


LETTER      VII. 

Rotterda7ny  Apil '^Oy  17 S 2. 

Friend  G. 

H  E  congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

having  at  length   (that  they   might  gain  Spain) 

agreed  to  recede  from  their  claim  to  the  navigation  of 

the  MiiTiffippi,  Mr.  Jay,  agreeable  to  the  requeft  of  the 

o  ^   count  de  Florida  Blanca,  delivered  in  proportions  reia- 

22.    tive  to  an  intended  treaty,  on  the  22d  of  lafl  September. 

The 
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The  6th  aiticle  was  thus  exprefTed — "  The  United n^^* 
Stares  ihall  relinquifh  to  his  catholic  majefty,  and  in 
future  forbear  to  ufe,  the  navigation  of  the  river  MiiTif- 
fippi  from  the  point  where  it  leaves  the  United  States 
down  to  the  ocean."  But  it  was  accompanied  with  this 
remark  of  his  among  others — "  If  the  acceptance  of  it 
fhouidj  together  with  the  propofed  alliance,  be  poftponed 
to  a  general  peace,  the  United  States  will  ceafe  to  confider 
themfelves  bound  by  any  proportions  or  offers,  which 
he  may  now  make  in  their  behalf/*  The  defign  of  the 
Spanifh  court  appears  to  be  the  drawing  of  all  fuch  con- 
ceiTions  from  the  United  States,  that  their  prefent 
diftrefs  and  the  hopes  of  aid  may  extort.  Befide,  by 
protraifting  negotiations  about  the  treaty,  they  may  in- 
tend to  avail  themfelves  of  thefe  conceffions  at  a  future 
day,  vvhen  the  inducements  for  offering  them  have 
ceafed.  They  neither  refufe  nor  promife  to  afford  the 
United  States  further  aids.  Delav^  miv  be  deemed 
their  fyflem.  The  American  commiffioners  at  the 
European  courts  labor  under  great  difad vantages,  as  their 
difpatches  brought  by  the  captains  of  veffels  are  not  fent 
to  them  by  a  truily  officer,  and  therefore  are  liable  to 
be  opened  and  fuppreffed,  as  is  knov/n  to  have  been  done 
in  certain  inftances.  Few  of  the  proceedings  of  con- 
grefs  remain  long  fecret;  and  one  of  their  agents  has 
informed  them,  that  he  had  very  good  authority  for 
faying,  that  copies  of  the  letters  which  paffed  between 
the  committee  and  the  late  commjiffioners  in  France, 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  a  certain  foreigner.  How  he 
got  them  the  agent  knows  not  3  but  he  afferts  it  as  a 
faft. 

?  3  ThQ 
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1781.  The  arrival  of  the  Britilh  Weft  India  trade  was  fo 
much  later  than  had  been  expeded,  that  adm.  Darby 
kept  the  fea  till  November.  It  is  fomewhat  remark- 
able, that  neither  the  allied  fleets,  nor  the  Britilh,  took  a 
fingle  prize  during  the  long  term  they  were  refpedively 

at  fea. 

The  Spaniards,  though  they  engaged  in  the  expedi- 
tion againft  Minorca,  did  not  relax  in  their  operations 
againft  Gibraltar.  For  the  more  certain  and  fpeedy  re- 
du6lion  of  the  place,  they  erecled  ftupendous  works, 
which  v; ere  at  length  arrived  at  the  highefl:  fiate  of  per- 
fe6lion,  after  immenfe  labor  and  expence.  Gen.  Elliot 
confidered  this  as  the  proper  feafon  for  attempting  at 
once  to  fruftrate  all  their  views,  by  attacking,  ftorming 
^Q^,^  and  deftroying  them.  I'he  time  being  fixed  and  the 
7»  arrangements  made,  a  ftrong  detachment  ilTued  from 
the  garrifon  upon  the  fetting  of  the  moon,  at  3  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  The  troops  were  divided  into  three 
columns,  and  the  whole  commanded  by  gen.  Rofs. 
Each  colum.n  was  formed  in  the  following  order,  viz. 
an  advanced  corps,  a  body  of  pioneers,  a  party  of  artil- 
lery m.en  carrying  com.builibler.,  a  fijftaining  corps,  and 
a  referve  in  the  rear.  The  pioneers  of  the  left  column 
were  feamen.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  filence  and 
order  of  the  march,  the  vigor  and  fpirit  of  the  attack, 
or  the  exa^l  combination  of  all  the  parts.  The  whole 
exterior  front  of  the  Spanifh  works  v/as  every  where  at- 
tacked at  the  famx  inilant,  and  the  ardor  of  the  troops 
was  irrefiftible.  The  Spaniards  gave  way  on  every  fide, 
and  foon  abandoned  their  works  with  the  utmofl  preci- 
pitation. In  half  an  hour,  two  mortar  batteries  of  ten  13 
inch  miOrtars,  and  three  batteries  of  heavy  cannon,  with 

all 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION".  2IC 

the  lines  of  approach^  communication  and  traverfe,  i78i^ 
were  in  fiamesy  and  whatever  was  fubjecl  to  the  a6tion 
of  fire  was  finally  reduced  t6  allies.     The  mortars  and 
cannon  Vv^ere  fpiked,  and  their  beds^  carriages  and  plat- 
forms deflroyed.     The  magazines  blew   up  one  after 
another  in  the  courfe  of  the  conflagration.     The  whole 
Spanifh  camp  continued  fpeftators  of  the  havoc,  v/ith- 
out  an  effort  to  fave  or  even  avenge  their  works,  unlefs 
an  ill  diredced  and  ineffectual  fire  of  round  and  grape 
fhot  mio-ht  be  confidered  as  either.     The  whole  fervice 
was  performed,  and  the  detachment  returned  to  the  gar- 
rifon  before  day  break.     Its  iofs  was  too  inconfiderabie 
to  be  mentioned. 

On  the  27 th  of  November,  his  Britifl:  majefty  v/ent 
to  the  houfe  of  peers  and  opened  the  fefllon  of  parlia- 
ment. The  fpeech  expreHed  the  king's  determined  re* 
folution  to  perfevere  in  the  defence  of  his  dominions, 
until  fuch  a  pacification  could  be  made  as  miight  coniift 
with  the  honor  of  his  crown,  and  the  permanent  intereft 
and  fecurity  of  his  people.  The  lofTes  in  America  were 
neither  difTem.bled  nor  palliated]  but  ftated  as  the  ground 
for  requiring  the  firm  fupport  of  parliament,  and  a  more 
vigorous,  animated  and  united  exertion  of  the  faculties 
,^nd  refources  of  the  people.  The  favorable  appear- 
ance of  affairs  in  the  Eall  Indies  was  noticed ;  which 
was  the  only  ray  of  fuccefs  with  which  the  fpeech  was 
illuminated.  An  account  had  been  received,  that  oa 
the  ifl:  of  July,  Sir  Eyre  Coote  with  his  litde  army 
came  to  a  general  a6lion  with  Hycler  Ally,  which  lafted 
eight  hours,  and  was  a  hard  fought  day  on  both  fides. 
The  amazing  fuperiority  of  the  enemy  yielded  at  length 
to  the  fteadinefs^  fpirit  and  bravery  pf  Sir  Eyre's  troops. 

P  4  Hyder 
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ingi.Hyder  Ally  retreated  precipitately  after  having  had  4006 
killed,  among  whom  were  many  of  his  principal  officers. 
Sir  Eyre  loft  but  few  officers,  and  about  400  privates 
killed  and  wounded. 

I'he  motion  for  an  addrefs  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
produced  a  warm  and  animated  debate,  v/hich  continued 
till  two  in  the  morning.  Mr.  Fox  moved  for  an  amend- 
ment, by  omitting  that  part  of  it  which  promafed  to 
fupport  the  American  war ;  and  propofed  a  new  one, 
expreffing  a  wifli  for  a  new  fyftem  of  meafures,  which 
the  houfe  would  affift  to  forward.  But  it  was  rejecled 
by  218  againft  129.  During  the  debate,  Mr.  Burke 
obferved,  that  "  The  colonel  Laurens,  v/ho  drew  up 
the  articles  of  capitulation,  when  lord  Cornwailis  fur- 
rendered,  is  the  fon  of  Mr.  Laurens,  who  has  been 
committed  clofe  prifoner  to  the  Tower  of  London,  of 
which  lord  Cornwailis  is  himfelf  the  governor;  and  thus 
his  lordfhip  became  a  prifoner  to  the  fon  of  his  own  pri- 
foner." In  the  houfe  of  lords  an  amendment  to  the  ad- 
drefs was  propofed  by  lord  Shelburne  in  a  very  mafterly 
fpeech,  but  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  75. 

Mr.  Burke  had,  in  the  former  fefTion,  moved  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  condudt  obferved  on  the  capture  of 
Stada,  which  was  reje6led  by  a  majority  of  near  two 
Pp^  to  one.  He  brought  on  the  bufinefs  afrefli ;  and  in  his 
4«  fpeech  on  the  occafion  mentioned,  that  three  months 
W'-ere  fpent  by  the  BritiOi  commanders  in  difpofing  of 
and  fecuring  the  plunder  of  the  iQand  -,  that  Sir  George 
Rodney's  fleet  amounted  to  21  fall  of  the  lines  and  that 
the  whole  French  force,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  count 
de  GrafTe,  confided  only  of  8  ffiips  of  the  line,  and  one 
fifty.     He  faidj  this  f ivorable  opportunity  was  entirely 

negle^ledj 
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ncgledled,  the  whole  Britlfh  fleet,  and  near  3,600  chofen  ^7^'* 
troops,  being  kept  upward  of  two  months  in  a  ftate  of 
total  inaction,  for  the  important  fervice  of  protecting 
the  fales  at  Statia.  He  afcribed  to  the  fame  difg;raceful 
caufe,  as  a  fecond  misfortune,  the  weaknefs  of  the  de- 
tachment fent  under  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  to  prevent  the 
junction  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  Weft  Indies  with 
that  which  de  Graf^t  brought  from  Europe.  Sir  George 
declared  in  reply^  that  he  made  the  feizure  of  the  efFeds 
for  the  fole  and  excluiive  benefit  of  the  crown  ;  and  had 
no  intelligence,  till  long  after  the  confifcation,  of  his 
majefty's  intentions  to  relinquiih  his  right  in  favor  of 
the  fleet  and  army;  that  his  prefence  af  Statia  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  for  fome  time ;  that  during  that  period, 
he  had  planned  two  expeditions,  one  againft  Cura^oa, 
the  other  againft  Surinam,  and  was  upon  the  point  of 
putting  them  into  execution,  when  he  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  approach  of  de  Grafle,  whofe  fleet  was  re- 
ported to  confift  of  no  more  than  1 2  fail  of  the  line ; 
and  that  confequently  he  thought  Sir  Sam^uel  Hood  a 
fufficient  match  with  fifteen. 

'  An  humble  addrefs,  remonftrance  and  petition  of  the  s* 
lo^d  mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery  of  the  city  of  London 
was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  his  majefty 
fitting  on  the  throne.  The  king  determining  to  receive 
it  at  the  levee,  the  m.ode  of  thus  prefenting  it  was  de- 
clined. It  was  however  publiftied.  The  language  and 
fentiments  of  it  are  peculiarly  ftriking — "  It  is  (they  fay) 
with  inexprelTible  concern,  that  we  have  heard  your  m>jefty 
declare,  in  your  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
your  intention  of  perfevering  in  a  fyftem  of  meafures 
which  has  proved  fo  difaftrous  to  this  countr}\  Your 
"'7  rnajefty's 
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17S1.  majcfly's  miniflers  have,  by  falle  alTertions  and  fallacious  || 
fuggeftions,  deluded  your  majeiiy  and  the  nation,  intck 
the  prefent  unnatural  and  unfortunate  war.     The  confe- 
quences  of  this  delufion  have  been,  that  the  trade  of 
tliis  country  has  fufFered  irreparable  lofies:  the  landed 
property  through  the  kingdom  has  been  depreciated  to 
the  mofb  alarming  degree :  the  property  of  your  m.a- 
jelly's  fubjc6ls,  veiled  in  the  public  funds,  has  loll  above 
one  third  of  its  value :  private  credit  has  been  almoft 
wholly  annihilated,  by  the  enormiOus  intereft  given  in  the 
pubhc  loans,  fuperior  to  that  v/hich  is  allowed  by  law 
in  any  private  contra6l :  your  majefty's  fleets  have  loft 
their  wonted  fuperiority :  your  armies   have  been  cap- 
tured :  your  dominions  have  been  loft :  and  your  ma- 
jelly's  faithful  fubjects  have  been  loaded  with  a  burden 
of  taxes,    which,    even  if  our   vi6lories    had   been  as 
fpiendid  as  our  defeats  have  been  difgraceful,  if  our  ac- 
ceflion  of  dominion  had  been  as  fortunate  as  the  dif- 
memberment  of  the  empire  has  been  cruel  and  difaf- 
trous,  could  not  in  itfeif  be  confidered  but  as  a  great 
and  grievous  calamity.     We  befeech  your  majelly  no 
longer  to  continue  in  a  delufion,  fl*om  which  the  nation 
has  awakened  ;  and  that  your  majelly  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  rehnquifh  entirely,   and  for  ever,  the  plan  of 
reducing  6ur  brethren  in  America  to  obedience  by  force^ 
We  further  humbly  implore  your  majefty,  thaf  your 
pnajelly  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  difmifs  from  your 
prefence  and  councils,  all  the  advifers,  both  public  and 
fecret,  of  the  meafures  we  lament,  as  a  pledge  to  the 
world  of  your  majefty's  fixed  determination  to  abandon 
a  fyllem  incompatible  with  the  interells  of  your  crown^ 
and  ;he  h^ppinefs  of  your  people/' 

On 
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On  the  dav  appointed  for  voting  the  army  fupplies,  l^^'* 
the  hoiife  of  commons  was  early  and  uncoirmionly  crowd-  12. 
ed.  The  oppofition  forefeeing  the  difficulties  miniftry 
would  be  under,  was  induced  to  bring  forward  certaia 
motions,  winch  might  difcover  the  number  of  thofe  in 
the  houfe,  who  with  refpect  to  their  general  political  fen- 
timents,  agreed  in  opinion  with  them  on  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  war.  A  coalition  from  all  parties  was  de- 
figned,  for  the  fole  purpofc  of  obliging  the  crown  to  put 
an  end  to  the  attempt  of  reducing  the  Americans  to 
obedience  by  force.  Sir  JamiCsLowther  moved,  "  that 
all  our  efforts  to  fubjugate  America  have  been  fruitlefs, 
either  for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  our  friends,  or  con- 
quering our  enemies ;  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
houfe,  that  all  future  attempts  to  reduce  the  Americans 
to  obedience  by  force,  will  be  inefFeduai  and  injurious  to 
the  true  interefts  of  this  country,  by  weakening  her  powers 
to  refill  her  ancient  and  confederated  enemies.'*  Thefe 
motions  were  oppofed  by  the  whole  (Irength  of  govern- 
ment J  which  however  produced  but  a  fmall  majority, 
the  numbers  for  them  being  179,  and  againft  them  220. 
This  fufficiently  fhowed  a  prevailing  change  of  fentim.ent 
in  regard  to  the  American  war ;  and  indeed  all  orders^ 
of  men  began  to  reprobate  it  with  unreurained  free^ 

dom. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  houfe  for  the  holidays, 
Mr.  Burke  brought  up  a  r^prefentaHon  and  prayer^  ad- 
dreifed  to  the  houfe  of  commons  by  Mr.  Laurens  him- 
felf,  whicli  was  laid  on  the  table.  It  was  written  by  the 
petitioner  Vv'ith  a  black-lead  pencil  ^  he  having,  as  is 
thought,  refufed  to  accept  of  fome  indulgences  lately 
offered  him,  and  among  the  reft  that  of  pen  and  ink, 

the 
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JfT^^'theufe  of  which  had  been  (Irictly  forbidden  hirn,  during 
the  greated  part  of  his  confinement.  The  houfe  was 
alfo  informed  by  Mr.  Burke,  that  congrefs  had  offered 
to  exchange  gen.  Burgoyne  for  Mr.  Laurens  j  and  many 
reaibns  were  urged  by  him  for  its  taking  place.  Mr, 
Laurens  was  at  length  brought  before  lord  Manstieid  on 
the  laft  day  of  the  year,  in  confequence  of  an  order  from 
the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  was  difcharged  upon  certain 
conditions.  He  then  repaired  to  Bath  for  the  recovery 
of  his  health,  which  had  been  much  impaired  by  his 
confinement  and  the  harddiips  with  which  it  v.'as  accom« 
panied. 

Before  the  12th  of  January,  mlnifiry  received  an  ac- 
count of  Statia's  having  been  furprifed  and  taken  by  the 
French.  The  marquis  de  Bouilie  being  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  fecurity  and  negligence  of  the  governor  and 
garrifon,  attempted  the  reduc^tion  of  the  ifland.  He 
embarked  about  2Coo  men  in  a  number  of  fmall  vef- 
fels  at  Martinico ;  and  knowing  that  the  only  pradicable 
landing  place  was  left  unguarded,  he  took  his  meafures 
fo  as  to  arrive  before  it  early  in  the  night.  An  unex- 
pected rife  of  the  fea  caufed  the  lofs  of  feveral  boats 
and  many  foidicrSj  while  endeav^ouring  to  difembark. 
With  his  utmoil  efforts  he  could  only  land  about  400 
by  day-break ;  there  was  no  hope  of  reinforcing  them 
with  the  remainder  of  the  troops,  the  greater  part  of  the 
boats  having  been  broken.  He  faw  the  danger  of  his 
fjtuation,  that  a  retreat  was  impolTible  5  that  the  garri- 
fonwas  nearly  double  his  ov/n  num.ber^  and  that  nothing 
but  the  fuccefs  of  a  bold  adventure,  could  poiTibly  fave 
him  and  his  troops  from  being  either  made  prifoners  or 
cut  to  pieces.     He  determined  i;pon  a  vigorous  attack. 

Thq 
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The  place  where  he  landed  was  about  two  leagues  from  n^^^ 
the  town  and  fort :  the  way  to  thefe  v^^as  not  only  ex- 
tremely difficult,  but  interfered  by  a  defile  in  which  a 
handful  of  men  could  have  flopped  an  army.  The 
troops  that  had  been  landed,  were  compofed  principally 
of  count  Dillon's  regiment,  a  part  of  the  Irifh  brigade 
in  the  French  fervicc.  A  divifion  of  the  garriibn  was 
going  through  its  exercife  in  a  field  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  fort.  It  miiftook  the  enemy,  as  their  red  uni- 
form was  the  fame  with  the  Englifh;  and  did  not  re- 
treat till  it  had  received  a  clofe  difcharge  of  fmall  arms, 
which  killed  and  wounded  feveral.  Upon  the  alarm 
occafioned  by  the  volley,  thofe  of  the  garrifon  who  were 
in  quarters  hurried  to  the  fort,  and  clogged  the  draw- 
bridge in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  could  not  be  raifed, 
until  the  enemy  entered  pell  mell  along  v/ith  them,  Lieut. 
col.  Cockburne,  the  governor,  who  had  been  taking  ant 
early  rid,e,  returned  at  the  inftant  of  furprife,  and  was 
made  prifoner  on  horfeback.  Fie  was  "  guilty  of  cul- 
pable negledl,  in  not  taking  the  necelTary  precautions; 
for  the  defence  of  the  iflard,  notwithlLanding  he  had  re- 
ceived the  fulleft  intelligence  of  an  intended  attack  *." 
Thus  was  Statia,  with  the  dependent  iflands  of  St.  Mar- 
tin and  Saba,  reduced  in  a  few  minutes  on  the  26th  of  Nov, 
November,  with  the  lofs  to  the  French  of  no  m^ore  than 
ten  foldlers  killed  and  wounded.  The  Britifh  garrifon 
confided  of  677  m.en;  and  the  artillery  of  68  pieces  of 
cannon. 

The  marquis  deBouille  behaved  with  his  ufual  m^ag- 
nanimity,  and  admitted  the  claims  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors to  various  articles  on  the  iOand.     A  confider- 

*  The  fentencc  of  the  court  martial, 

able 
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J  781.  able  fum  of  money  which  lieut.  col.  Cockburne  declared 
to  be  his^  was  with  the  generous  confent  of  the  French 
officers  reftored  to  him.  But  a  very  large  fum,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  produce  of  the  late  fales,  and  faid  to  be 
the  property  of  adm.  Rodney  and  gen.  Vaughan,  be- 
came a  prize  to  the  vidors.  Their  whole  Ipoil  has  been 
eflimated  at  two  millions  of  livres. 

When  count  de  Guichen  returned  from  his  cruife, 
the  utmofl  expedinon  was  ufed  at  Breft  in  refitting  the 
French  fieet  for  the  fea,  notwithftanding  the  latenefs  of 
the  feafon.  The  reinforcing  of  count  de  GraiTe  in 
the  Weft  Indies  with  troops  and  fhips  of  war,  was  indif- 
penfably  requifite ;  and  it  was  forefeen,  that  he  would 
want  on  that  ftation  aimoft  every  article  of  provifions 
and  neceffary  of  life,  befide  an  immenfe  fupply  of  mili- 
tary and  naval  ftores  of  every  kind,  after  the  fervice  on 
the  North  American  coafts.  The  French  concluded 
alfo  upon  fending  a  reinforcement  of  troops  and  fhips  to 
Monf.  de  Sufirein  in  the  Eail  Indies,  where  the  demand 
for  naval  and  military  ftores  was  alfo  urgent.  A  nu- 
merous convoy  of  tranlJDorts,  ftore  fhips  and  provifion 
vefTels,  were  accordingly  gotten  in  readinefs  with  the 
fame  diligence  as  the  fleet.  It  was  needful  to  guard 
againft  the  defigns  of  the  Britifii,  the  preparation  was 
therefore  extended  to  fuch  a  number  of  men  of  war,  as 
was  thought  equal  to  the  protection  of  the  whole,  till 
they  were  at  a  fafe  diftance.  Count  de  Guichen  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  all,  v/hile  he  remained  in'' 
company  with  them.  The  fquadron  and  fleet  deltined 
for  the  Weft  Indies,  v/as  intrufted  v/ith  the  rnarquis  de 
Vaudreuil,  Vv'ho  carried  out  a  confiderable  body  of  land 
forces,  wich  a  full  confidence,  on  the  fide  of  both  France 
,  I  and 
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and  Spain,  of  now  perfecting  their  plan  for  the  reduc-  ^7^^» 
tion  of  Jamaica. 

The  intelhgence  of  this  preparation,  and  in  a  mea- 
fure  of  its  objedt,  being  received  in  Britain,  adm.  Kem- 
penfelt  was  difpatched  in  the  beginning  of  December, 
with  12  fail  of  the  line,  a  ^o  gun  fhip,  four  frigates, 
and  a  firefhip,  to  intercept  the  French  fquadron  and  con- 
voy. But  for  want  of  better  information  or  from  fome 
other  caufe,  the  French  fleet  was  fo  much  fuperior  to 
what  had  been  conceived,  and  to  Kempenfeit's  force, 
that  the  real  danger  lay  on  the  fide  of  the  latter.  Count 
de  Guichen  had  no  lefs  than  19  fail  of  heavy  line  of 
battle  ihips,  befide  tv/o  more  armed  en  JiuU,  as  the 
French  call  it,  when  the  lower  deck  guns  are  placed  in 
the  hold  to  make  room  for  the  conveyance  of  a  mode- 
rate cargo. 

The  Britlfh  admiral,  expe6ling  that  his  enemy  had 
only  an  equal  force  at  the  moft,  fortunately  fell  in  with  33ec. 
the  French  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind,  when  both  the  fleet 
and  convoy  were  much  difperfed,  and  the  latter  confi- 
derably  aflern.  Kempenfelt  concluded  upon  profiting 
from  the  prefent  fituation,  by  endeavouring  to  cut  off 
the  convoy  in  the  firil  initance,  and  fighting  the  enemy 
afterward.  He  fucceeded  in  part.  A  great  number  of 
prizes  were  taken.  About  twenty  arrived  fafe  in  Britifh 
ports  5  while  feveral  that  ftruck  efcaped  in  the  night. 
Two  or  three  fhips  are  faid  to  have  been  funk.  A  num- 
ber mult  undoubtedly  have  loft  their  voyage,  through 
tjie  great  difperfion  of  the  convoy  which  neceHarily  ex- 
ifted.  The  French  commanders  were  in  the  mean  time 
colieding  their  fleet,  and  form^ing  the  line  of  battle. 
Kempenfelt  alfo  having  collected  his  fiiips  in  the  even- 
ing. 
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i^St.ing,  and  being  ftill  ignorant  of  the  enenmy's  force,  got 
upon  the  fame  tack  with  them,  under  a  full  determina- 
tion of  engaging  them  the  next  morning.  At  day  light 
perceiving  them  to  leev/ard,  he  formed  the  line;  but 
difcovering  their  force  on  a  nearer  approach,  he  did  not 
think  it  advifable  to  hazard  an  adcion.  He  arrived  at 
Portfmouth  on  the  20th  of  December :  but  had  taken 
the  precaution  of  difpatching  the  Agamemnon  to  pick 
up  any  ftragglers  from  the  Bred  fleet.  The  Agamem. 
non  fortunately  fell  in  with  four  large  Ihips  and  a  fnow 
from  Eourdeaux  to  Martinico,  meant  to  join  de  Gui- 
chen,  and  captured  them  on  the  25th. 

Near  iioo  land  forces,  and  between  6  and  700  fea- 
men,  were  taken  in  the  prizes  captured  by  the  admiral, 
which  were  moftly  freighted  on  the  French  king's  ac- 
count. They  v/ere  laden  chiefly  with  brafs  and  iron  ord- 
nance, gunpowder,  fmall  arms^  flints,  bomb-fhells,  can- 
non balls,  grenades  in  a  prodigious  quantity,  iron  bars, 
llieet  lead,  travelling  forges,  ail  kinds  of  ordnance  flores, 
tents,  camp  equipage,  foldiers  clothing  and  accoutre- 
ments, woollen  and  linen  goods  for  the  land  and  lea  fer- 
vice,  great  cables,  fail-cloth  and  cordage,  with  every 
fupply  for  ihipping  in  a  great  amount,  wine,  oil,  bran- 
dy, rum,  flour,  bifcuit  and  faked  provifions,  all  in  large 
and  the  moil  necefiary  in  prodigious  quantities. 

The  capture  was  valuable  and  important ;  but  ferved 
to  excite  the  difTatisfadion  of  the  public,  who  fuppofed 
that  it  was  through  negle6l,  that  Kempenfelt  had  not 
been  fupplied  v/ith  a  force  wliich  would  have  enabjed 
him  to  take  or  deftroy  the  whole  French  fleet  and  con-4 
voy.  A  great  clamor  v/as  raifed ;  which  was  probably 
increafed  by  the  attempts  m.ade  in  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament. 
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liament,  a^ter  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  to  render  this  buri-'?^^; 
nefs  a  ground  of  complaint  and  charge  againft  the  firiL 
lord  of  the  admiralty.     Mr.  Fox  moved,  on  die  7  th  of  Feb. 
Febriiary,    the  following  refoliitiori  in  the  com,m.ittee,     '* 
"  That  it  appears  to  this  com.mittee,  that  there  was  grofs 
iTiifmanagernent  in   the    adminiilration  of  naval  affairs 
in  the  year  178 1."      He  liiid  in  his  fpeech  upon  the 
occafion — '^  It  appears  from   the  papers  on  the  table, 
that  for  feveral  weeks  before  the  failing  of  the  French 
fleet,  the  admjiralty  had  been  in  the  courfe  of  receiving 
regular  intelligence  of  its  equipment ;  and  that  it  was 
evident,  that  1 8  or  20  fail  of  the  line  were  in  readinefs 
to  put  to  fea."     Lord  Howe  on  the  fame  day  declared 
it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  early  intelligence  miniflry 
had  received  of  the  def  gns  of  the  enemy,    left  them 
Vv'ithout  excnfe,  for  not  having  prepared  a  force  fuffi- 
cient  to  attack  them.     He  afl;ed — ^'  Why  was  not  Sir 
George  Rodney  fent  out  with  adm.  Kempenfelt  r  His 
fquadron  is  allowed  to  have  been  fit  for  fervice."     Mr. 
Fox's   motion  was  rejected  by  a  very  great  majoritv, 
after  long  and  v/arm  debates.     What  Kempenfelt  could 
not  effect  for  want  of  miore  fliips,  Vv^as  in  a  great  degree 
accomplifhed  in  another  way.     Count  deGuichen's  fleet 
and  convoy,  after  Kempenfclt's  fucceisful  attack  on  the 
latter,  were  fo  fhattered  and  dlfabled,  by  a  continual  fuc- 
fceffion  of  tempefcs  and  foul  weather,  that  only  tvv^o  of 
the  mien  of  war  and  a  few  of  the  convoy,  could  hold  on 
their  courfe  to  join  de  GrafTe.     The  remainder  were 
obliged  to  return  in  very  bad  condidon  to  France.    Since 
then,  a  fecond  convoy  from  Breft  failed  on  the  nth  of 
February,  in  order  to  fupply  the  failure  of  the  other. 
Vol.  IV.  Q^  The 
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fj^i,      i"he  eagernefs  of  the  Spaniards  to  gain  pofTeinon  of 
Minorca  after  landing  on  the  ifland,  was  fo  excefTivc,  as 
to  induce  themj  through  the  medium  of  a  bribe,  infidi- 
Gudy  to  attempt  corrupting  the  fidehty  of  the  governor. 
The  duke  de  Crillon  fuffered  himfelf  to  become  the,  in- 
flrument  in  this  bufinefs.     General  Murray  treated  the 
infult  with  a  fuitable  difdain.     The  clofe  inveftiture  of 
Fort  St.  PhiKpj  from  the  time  of  the  enemy's  landing, 
wholly  prevented  the  garrifon's  being  fupplied  v/ith  ve- 
getables.    The  want  of  thefe,  deflroyed  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  the  benefits  which  might  have  been  otherwife  ex- 
pe6ted  from  the  general  plenty  enjoyed  in  other  refpedls. 
The  fcurvy  raged  amiOng  the  troops  to  a  high  degree, 
and  was  attended   by  a  putrid  peflilential  fever  and  a 
mortal  dyfentery.     Much  the  greater  part  of  the  Brinili 
foldiers  had  been  eleven  years  on  the  ifland,  and  had 
lived  conftantly  upon  fait  provifions,  fo  that  the  want 
of  vegetables  was  the  m.ore  fenfibly  felt,  when  they  came 
to  be  deprived  of  them.     The  progrefs  of  the  difcem- 
per  w'as  alfo  much  furthered  by  the  clofe  confinement 
of  the  men  within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  fortrefs  ;  and 
ftill  more  (o  by  the  tainted  air  of  the  cafemates  and  fou- 
terrains,  which  the  cannonade  and  bombardment  of  the 
enemy  rendered  their  only  habitanons,  and  which  be- 
came every  day  more  pernicious  by  occupancy. 

The  combined  forces  amounted  to  i6,oco  rep-ulars, 
attended  by  a  prodigious  artillery,  confiding  of  109  pieces 
of  the  heavieil  cannon,  and  2^  great  mortars.  The 
garrifon  confided  only  of  2692  men  ;  of  thefc  2016  were 
Britifh  and  Hanoverian  regular  troops,  including  how- 
ever in  this  number,  400  invalids,  who  had  been  fent 
from  Britain  in  1775.     A  marine  corps,  which  had  been 
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formed  noon  the  prefent  occafion;,  and  was  of  excellent  ^7^^* 
fervice,  cornpofed  the  greater  part  of  the  remainder.  A 
handful  of  Greeks  and  Corficans  alfo  behaved  with  much 
bravery.  The  works  of  the  fortrefs  were  fo  numerous, 
that  the  garrifon,  in  full  health,  did  not  amount  to  half 
the  numiber  which  wouid  have  been  necefiary  to  their 
effedrual  defence.  This  v/eaknefs  probably  led  the  duke 
de  Crillon  to  lie  fomewhat  unguardedly  in  his  head  quar- 
ters at  Cape  Mola,  which  induced  a  vigorous  and  fuc- 
ceisful  fally  from  the  garrifon.  The  troops  employed 
in  it  furprifed  and  routed  the  enemy  ;  chafed  the  duke 
from  his  poil,  and  fecured  themfelves  fo  eifedLually  in 
it,  that  though  he  brought  up  his  whole  army  to  diflodge 
them,  he  defifted  from  the  attack  \  and  left  them  to  re- 
turn the  following  night  in  fafety.  1  his  happened  early 
in  November,  about  the  time  when  the  enemy  opened 
their  bomb  batteries.  Though  the  befiegers  kept  a 
cautious  diftance  in  the  co:"iftru(ftion  and  progrefs  of 
their  v/orks  5  yet  their  vaft;  and  numerous  artillery  v/ere 
fo  weighty,  powerful  and  incefil^.nt  in  their  battery,  and 
fuch  fliowers  of  great  fhells  were  continually  poured  into 
the  place,  that  they  foon  ruined  the  upper  defences  of 
the  fortrefi,  and  rendered  ufelefs  a  great  number  of 
cannon. 

The  garrifon  difplayed  the  greareft  zeal,  valor  and 
conftancy ;  but  in  the  beginning  of  February  was  fo 
much  reduced  by  ficknef^,  that  only  660  were  left  fit  for 
duty :  of  thefe,  all  but  one  hundred  were  fo  far  tainted 
with  the  feurvy,  that  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  de- 
clared, that  they  could  hold  out  only  a  very  few  days, 
before  they  mud  be  fent  to  the  hofpital.  They  alfo 
faid,  that  a  few  days  longer  obdinacy  in  defence  mud 
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1 7^^* prove  the  defl:ru6cion  of  the  remains  of  that  brave  aar- 
rifon,  as  there  were  no  means  of  keeping  the  gfeater 
part  of  them  much  longer  alive,  but  by  a  fpeedy  relief 
of  wholefome  air,  aided  by  an  abundant  fupply  of  ve- 
getables. The  neceflliry  guards  on  the  laft  night  of  de- 
fence, required  415  men  upon  duty,  fo  that  there  were 
only  245  left,  170  lefs  than  the  necefiary  nun:bcr  for 
the  next  relief,  and  no  picquet  could  be  at  all  formed. 
Feb.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  governor  was  reduced 
^*  to  the  necefiity  of  capitulating.  He  obtained  all  the 
honors  of  war,  and  evei-y  thing  he  required,  excepting 
that  of  freeing  the  garrifon  from  being  prifoners,  which 
the  duke  de  Crillon  afTured  him,  the  Spaniili  king  in 
his  inflruclions  had  particularly  tied  him  dov/n  from 
granting;  but  the  troops  v/ere  to  be  fent  to  Britain, 
fubje6l  to  the  cuftomary  conditions  of  not  ferving  till 
exchanged,  or  difcharged  by  a  peace.  The  Corficans 
and  other  foreigners  were  fecured  in  their  perfons  and 
effefts,  and  in  the  liberty  of  going  where  they  plealed. 

The  poor  remains  of  the  garrifon,  while  marching 
through  the  SpaniHi  and  French  armies,  Vviiich  were 
drawn  up  in  cppofite  lines  for  their  paiTage^  exhibited 
fuch  a  tragical  foeduacle  as  is  not  often  feen,  thouo-h  it 
was  at  the  fam.e  time  much  to  the  glory  of  the  fufferers. 
Six  hundred  old,  emaciated,  worn-down  and  decrepid 
foldiers,  v/ere  followed  by  1 20  of  the  royal  artillery,  and 
aoofeamen:  about  20  Corficans,  and  25  Greeks  and 
Turks,  Moors  and  Jews,  &c.  ciofed  the  procefiion. 
When  the  battalions  arrived  at  the  place  appointed  for 
laying  down  their  arms,  the  foldiers  exclaimed  with  tears 
in  their  eyes — ^'  We  furrender  them  to  God  alone." 
They  feemingly  derived  great  confolation  from  th.e  opi- 
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nion  that  the  vigors  could  not  boafl  of  their  conqiiefi:  '7^2. 
in  taking  an  hofpital.  The  indignation  and  grief  ex- 
preiTed  by  the  Bririfli  troops  on  their  being  at  length 
vanquilliedj  was  mentioned  in  ternns  of  admiration^  and 
of  the  higheft  honor  to  the  garrifon,  in  the  Spaniili  pub- 
liPned  accounts  of  this  tranfadtion.  During  the  fiege 
from  the  i9tli  of  Auguft  178 1,  to  the  4th  of  February 
inclufive,  the  total  of  the  killed  was  59,  and  of  the 
wounded  149. 

The  fympathy  difcovered  by  the  enemy  upon  the  oc- 
cafion,  was  highly  to  their  honor.  Several  of  the  com- 
mon foidiers  of  both  armies  were  fo  moved  by  the 
wretched  condition  of  the  garrifon,  that  involuntary  tears 
dropped  from  them  as  the  prifoners  pafled  along.  The 
fubfequent  tendernefs  fhown  by  the  duke  de  Crilion, 
the  cownt  of  the  fame  name  and  family,  and  the  baron 
de  Falkinhayn,  who  commanded  the  French  troops,  in 
their  continued  fjppiy  of  all  necelTaries  to  the  fick,  and 
their  unremitted  attention  to  their  recovery,  was  beyond 
all  praife. 

The  miCm.bers  in  the  Britiili  houfe  of  commons  op- 
pofed  to  the  adminiftration,  aim.ed  at  binding  up  the 
hands  of  the  executive  government  by  a  flrong  and  ex- 
plicit declaradon  of  the  opinion  of  parliament.  Gen. 
Conway  therefore  moved — *'  That  an  humble  addrefs  22, 
be  prefented  to  his  majedy,  that  he  will  be  pleafed  to 
give  directions  to  his  miniilers  not  to  purfue  any  longer 
the  impracticable  object  of  reducing  his  miajefty's  re- 
volted colonies,  by  force,  to  their  allegiance,  by  a  war 
on  the  continent  of  America,  and  to  aiTure  his  maiePcy, 
that  his  faithful  comm.ons  will  moil  cheerfully  concur 
with  him  in  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  found  neceiTary  to 
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1 7^2.  accelerate  the  bleiTmg  of  returning  peace."     The  de- 
bates were  waririj  and  held  till  two  in  the  morning ; 
when  upon  the  divifion  the  numbers  for  the   motion 
were  193,  and  againft  it  194.     The  majority  of  one  only 
on  the  fide  of  m.iniilry,  proved  that  their  influence  was 
nearly  at  an  end.     Five  days  after  Conv/ay  renewed  his 
motion.     The  debates  it  occafioned  continued  till  near 
two  in  the  miorning,  when  the   attorney  general  moved 
— ~^^  That  the  prefcnt  debate  be  adjourned  until  the  13th 
of  March."       There  v/ere  for  the  adjournment    215 
againil  234.     The  original  motion,  and  an  addrefs  to 
the  king  formed  upon  the  resolution,  v/ere  then  carried 
wichout  a  divifion,  and  the   addrefs  was  ordered  to  be 
prefented  by  the  whole  houfe.     The  next  day,  the  at- 
torney general  m.oved  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his  ma- 
iefty  to  conclude  a  peace  or  truce  with  the  re/olted  co- 
lonies in  Amei-ica,  which  was  agreed  to.     The  bill  had 
for  its  objeft  the  repeal  of  all  afts  relative  to  the  com- 
merce of  Amxrica,  from  the  12th  of  Charles  II.     The 
fame  dav  the  fecretaries  of  ftate  fent  a  letter  to  the  lord 
mayor  of  London,  informing  him.  of  the  apprehenfion 
which  exlfted  of  riots  and  tumults  in  the  evening ;  that 
fo  proper  meafures  might  be  taken  for  fecuring  the  pub- 
lic peace.     It  was  feared,  that  the  great  and  general 
joy  occafioned  by  the  carrying  of  Conway's  motion  would 
Mar.  have  produced  thofe  riots.     On  the  4th  of  March,  his 
^"      majefty's  anfwer  was  reported  to  the  houfe,    and  the 
thanks  of  the  houfe  unaniiriOufiy  voted  to  the  king  for 
the  fame.     After  which  Conway  rofe  and  moved  ano- 
ther refolution — ''^  That  this  houfe  will  confider  as  ene- 
mies to  his  majefly  and  this  country,  all  thofe  who  fhall 
endeavour  to  fruftrate  liis  majeily's  paternal  care  for  the 
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cafe  and  happinels  of  his  people,  by  advifing,  or  by  n^2» 
any  means  attempting,  the  fjrther  profecution  of  of- 
fenfive  war  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  for  the 
purpofe  of  reducing  the  colonies  to  obedience  by  force." 
Government  made  a  feeble  oppofition  to  the  motion, 
and  at  length  fuffered  it  to  pafs  without  a  divifion.  On 
that  day  alfo,  a  commiiTion  pafTed  the  great  feal,  ap- 
pointing Sir  Guy  Carkton  commander  in  chief  in  Ame- 
rica. 

The  refolutions  that  were  paffed  in  the  houfe,  and 
the  v-/arm  reception  they  met  with  from  the  public,  ferved 
to  fliow  that  a  com.plete  revolution  in  the  internal  po- 
licy of  government  muft  fucceed,  which  was  an  event 
no  wife  agreeable  to  the  fentiments  of  the  court. 

The  oppofition  fought  to  obtain  a  vote,  from  which     g, 
jt  might  appear,    that  the  houfe  of  commons  had  to- 
tally withdrawn  its  confidence  from   the  prefent   admi- 
niftration.     Lord  John  Cavendifh  made  fevcral  motions 
with  that  view,  and  a  long  debate  enfued,    when  the 
houfe  divided  at  lafton  the  order  of  the  day,  which  had 
been  moved  for  and  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  lo. 
That  day  v/eek,  a  m.otion  vv^as  made  by  Sir  John  Rous,    i^. 
in  w^hich  it  v/as  propofed  to  refolve,  that  the  houfe  could 
have   no  further  confidence  in  the  minifters,  who  had 
the  direftion  of  public  aflairs,      On  this  occafion  the 
ftrength  of  both  parties  was  muRered.     Near  480  m.em- 
bers  were  prefent  j  and  on  the  divifion  the  quedion  was 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  only  9.    Notice  was  given  after 
the  divifion,  that  a  m.otion  to  the  famic  cffedt  v/ould  be 
made  on  the  Vv  ednefday  following. 

On  that  day,  the  houfe  was  again  uncommonly  crowd-   20, 
eds  when  after  a  v/hile,  lord  North  allured  the  houfe 
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i}S2,\vith  authority,  that  the  adminiftration,  againil  which 
the  intended  motion  was  levelled,  did  no  longer  exiil ; 
and  that  his  majeily  was  come  to  a  full  determination 
of  changing  his  miniftcrs.  He  then  moved  for  an  ad- 
j.ournm.ent,  that  leifure  might  be  given  for  the  forming 
of  a  new  adm.iniilratlon.  He  afterward  took  leave  of 
the  houfe  as  miniiler.  His  fpeech  was  decent  and  pa- 
thetic. Fie  thaniced  them  for  the  honorable  fupport 
they  had  given  him  during  fo  long  a  courfe  of  years, 
and  in  fo  many  trying  fituations  j  and  concluded  with 
fignifying,  that  he  was  both  ready  and  defirous  to  en- 
counter the  ilricleft  fcrutiny  into  his  conduct. 

During  tiie  adjournment,  w-hich  was  to  the '25th,  the 
new  adminirnation  was  formed  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
m.arquis  of  Rockingham,  on  whofe  public  principles 
and  private  honor,  the  nation  can  rely  with  confidence, 
after  the  violent  druggie  with  which  it  has  been  agitated. 
The  cabinet,  including  the  marquis  as  firft  commif- 
fioner  of  die  treafury,  is  compofed  of  the  earl  of  She!- 
burne  and  Mr.  Fox,  who  have  been  appointed  fecreta- 
ries  of  flate ;  lord  Camden,  prefident  of  the  council ; 
the  duke  of  Grafton,  privy  feal ;  lord  John  Cavendilh, 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  -,  admiral  Keppel,  firft  com- 
miiTioner  of  the  admJraky  -,  general  Conv/ay,  comman- 
der in  chief  of  the  forces ;  the  duke  of  Richm.ond, 
mafter-general  of  the  ordnance  -,  Barre,  treafurer  of  the 
navy  ;  and  Edmund  Burke,  paym.ailer  general. 

The  public  meafures  for  which  the  new  minifter  is 
faid  to  have  ilipulated  with  the  court,  before  he  would 
confent  to  enter  into  any  negotiation  for  office,  are  thefe 
—  I.  Peace  with  the  Americans;  and  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  independence  not  to  be  a  bar  to  the  at- 
tainment 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  2^3 

taimnent  of  the  fame — 2.  A  fubfbandal  reform  in  the  fe-  '7^2. 
veral  branches  of  the  civil  lift  expenditure,  on  the  plan 
of  Mr.  Burke — 3.  The  diminution  of  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  under  which  article  the  bills  for  excluding 
contradlors  from  feats  in  parliament,  and  difqualifying 
the  revenue  officers  from  voting  in  the  eledion  of  mem- 
bers were  included. 

The  revolution  that  has  taken  place  in  the  Britifn  ad- 
miniftration,  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  capture  of  lord  Corn- 
wallis  and  his  army  -,  and  muft  diftlife  a  general  joy 
through  the  United  States  of  Am.erica,  whenever  the 
account  reaches  them  j  by  exciting  their  hopes  of 
foon  poITefling  the  great  objedl:  for  which  they  have  been 
contending.  But  the  difagreeable  intelligence  received 
at  the  admiralty  office  from  the  Weft  Indies  on  the  12th 
and  26th  of  March,  did  undoubtedly  promote  and  con- 
firm the  faid  revolution. 

The  fliperiority  of  the  French  by  fea  and  land  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  enabled  them  to  undertake  what  they 
pleafed.  The  lols  of  Statia  was  but  the  prelude  to  fur- 
ther misfortunes  on  the  fide  of  Britain.  St.  Kitt's  was 
doomed  to  become  a  vidim  to  the  policy  and  power  of 
France.     The  marauis  de  Bouille  landed  Scoo  men  on  To« 

i  Jan. 

the  idand,  and  was  fupported  by  count  de  GralTe,  with  if* 
32  fhips  of  the  line.  The  garrifon  under  gen.  Frafer 
did  not  exceed  6co  effe6tive  men:  fo  that  the  great ^fu- 
periority  of  the  enemy  prevented  all  refiftance  to  their 
landing.  The  garrifon  retired  to  Brimftone-hill,  which, 
befide  fome  newly  ereded  fortifications,  was  confidered 
from  its  height  and  almoft  inacceffible  fituation,  as  one 
of  the  ftrongeft  pofts  in  the  Weft  India  IHands.  But  the 
troops  were  too  few  for  its  defence  through  a  long  Ciege, 
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1782.  The  Britiili  fleet  under  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  confifliinp' 
of  22  fnips  of  the  line,  was  then  at  Barbadoes.  That 
ifiand  was  the  original  obieft  of  the  French  com  man- 
ders;  but  they  were  driven  fo  far  to  the  leeward  by  con- 
trary winds,  that  they  found  it  necefiary  to  cliange  their 
deili2;n,  and  dire(5l  their  attack  ao-ainfc  St.  Kitt's.  Sir 
SamiUel  notwith (landing  his  inferiority,  determined  upon 
boldly  attempting  the  prefervation  cf  the  iiland.  He 
accordingly  failed  to  Antigua,  where  he  took  gen.  Pref- 
cott  on  board,  with  the  few  troops  that  could  be  fpared ; 
and  from  thence  proceeding  in  the  evening  for  Bafle- 
Terre  road,  vv'here  de  GraiTe  lay  at  anchor,  began  at 
(lay  break  to  form  his  line  of  battle,  for  the  purpofe  of 
bearing  down  upon  and  attacking  them.  The  accident 
of  two  inips  running  foul  of  each  other,  interrupted  the 
profecution  of  this  defign  \  and  the  fleet  was  obliged  to 
lie  to  for  a  day,  during  the  repair  of  the  damage  which 
one  of  them  had  fuftained.  A  French  frigate  from  Mar- 
tinico,  full  of  fl:iells  and  ordnance  flores,  for  the  ^\^^q 
of  Brimftone-hillj  which  fell  into  the  h?nds  of  the  Bri- 
tlfh,  feemed  to  compenfate  in  fome  m.eafure  for  this  de- 
lay. De  GraiTe,  who  could  not  but  be  furprifed  at  this 
unlooked  for  vifit,  quitted  his  anchorage,  that  fo  by  put- 
ting out  to  fea  and  gaining  a  good  offing,  his  ihips 
might  have  full  room  to  a6l,  and  thereby  fecurc  all  the 
advantages  of  their  fnperiority  in  number. 

J^^-  Sir  Samuel  inftantly  perceived  how  he  might  profit 
by  this  movement.  The  enem/y  formed  in  a  line  of 
battle  a-head.  He  carried  on  every  appearance  of  a 
determined  and  imimediate  attack,  whereby  he  drew  them 
further  i^-om  the  Txiore.  He  then  puilied  diredliy  for 
J^aiTe-rTerreroadj  and  took  poffeilion  of  that  anchorage  !J 

grounds 
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ground,  which  the  count  had  quitted  on  the  preceding  j^gj, 
evening.  A  fenfe  of  the  pofTible  confcqucnce  of  this 
nnovement,  in  cutting  the  French  fleet  off  fr-^m  all  com- 
munication v/ith  their  army  on  fiiore,  led  them  to  fall 
upon  commodore  Affleck  with  the  utmod  fury.  He 
commanded  and  clofed  the  rear  of  the  Britifh  fquadron, 
and  they  were  in  no  fmall  hope  of  cutting  off  that  di- 
vifion.  The  commodore  with  his  two  brave  feconds, 
lord  Robert  Manners  and  capt.  Cornwallis,  kept  up  fo 
able  and  unceafing  a  fire,  that  with  little  lofs  and  da- 
mage to  themifelves,  they  contributed  much  to  the  co- 
vering of  the  other  fhips  of  the  divifion,  while  they  were 
getting  into  their  flations.  After  a  fharp  conflidl,  the 
French  were  oblis-ed  to  bear  awav. 

The  next  morning  by  eight  o'clock,  the  Britifh  line  26, 
was  attacked  from  van  to  rear,  by  29  fail  of  the  enemy, 
for  nearly  two  hours,  v^ithout  having  the  leafl  viable 
imprellion  made  upon  it.  The  French  then  wore  and 
flood  off  again  to  fea.  De  GrafTe  not  yet  difcouraged, 
renewed  the  engagement  in  the  afternoon,  and  directed 
his  attack  principally  againft  the  centre  and  rear  divi- 
fions.  Thefe  he  hoped  to  overw^helm  by  the  fuperiority 
of  his  force :  but  he  was  again  repulfed  with  greater 
lofs  and  damage  than  before.  Kis  own  fliip,  the  Ville 
de  Paris,  fuffcred  feverely,  and  received  no  lefs  than  84 
fliot  in  her  hull.  It  was  laid,  that  the  French  fent  a 
thoufand  wounded  to  Statia.  The  lofs  of  the  Britifh 
in  all  the  attacks  is  dated  at  72  k'lled  and  24-]  wounded. 
From  that  time  the  count  k^-pt  at  a  diHance.  but  conti- 
nued confcandy  in  fight,  appealing  one  day  with  32  two- 
decked  ihips,  and  another  with  only  29. 

Thq 
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•1782,      The  fuccefs  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood's  bold  adventure 
produced  very  flattering  profpecls.     The  admiral  had 
DO  doubt,  but  that  Brimflone  hill  would  hold  out,  till 
the  marquis  de  Bouille  and  count  de  GrafTe  would  be 
glad  to  retire.     But  therein  he  was  miftaken.     The  in- 
habitants of  the  ifland,  on  the  firfl:  arrival  of  the  French, 
adopted  a  feeming  neutrality.      Governor  Shirley  indeed 
proceeded  v/ith  350  militia  to  reinforce  gen.  Frafer's 
fmall  garrifon,  and  continued  bravely  to  encounter  all 
the  dangers,  and  patiently  to  endure  all  the  hardfhips  of 
the  fiege.     The  French  clofeiy  invefied  the  hill  on   all 
fides,  on  the  night  of  their  landing  and  the  follov^ing 
morning.     The  artillery  defdned  to  ferve  in  the  attack 
on  Barbadoes  was  attempted  to  be  difembarked.     But 
the  veiTel  which  conveyed  the  m.oft  heavy  and  effe6live 
part  of  it,  flruck  on  the  rocks  and  funk.     The  enem.y 
however  were  not  difcouraged  by  this  lofs,  or  the  fubfe- 
quent  one  of  the  frigate  from  Martinico,     By  perfevering 
induilry  they  fiHied  up  no  fmall  part  of  the  artillery, 
fhells  and  flores  which  had  been  funk;  and  the -men  of 
war  brought  a  frefh  quantity  of  heavy  ordnance  from 
Martinico.      Moreover,    the  'very  m.eans  provided  for 
the  defence  of  the  garrifon,  were  unhappily  for  them 
em.ployed;  in  their  dellrudtion.     Eight  brafs  24  pounders, 
with  60CO  balls,  together  v/ith  tv/o    13  inch  brafs  mor- 
tars and  1 500  fhells,  which  had  been  fentout  by  govern- 
ment to  furnifh  the  fortrcfs,  inflead  of  having  been  re- 
moved up  to  the  v/orks,  v/ere  all  found  by  the  French 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  proved  a  moil  feafonable 
and  necefiary  lupply.     The  hill  was  naturally  ftrong,  but 
the  works  at  the  top  were  not  anfvvcrable  to  its  ftrength ; 
and  were   little   calculated  to  withiland  the  batteries^ 

which 
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which  the  poiTeirion  of  the  adjoining  country,  and  the  ^^2, 
weaknefs  of  the  garrifon  enabled  the  eneaiy  to  erefl:  in 
the  mcfl  advantageous  pofidons.  The  Britifli  were  more- 
over totally  deftitute  of  intrenching  tools. 

The  marquis  de  Bouille  commenced   and  carried  on 
a  regular  fiege ;  but  was  incommoded  during  the  whole 
of  it,  by  a  mod  vigorous  fire  from  the  garrifon.     The 
toil  and  fatigue  of  the  French  was  excelTive  in  fuch  a 
climate,  as  they  had  no  fubflitute  for  human  labor  in 
removing  their  artillery  and  heavy  fiores.     The  trenches 
however  were  opened  in  the  night  between  the  1 6th  and 
17th  of  January.     Sir  Samuel   Hood  took  the  earlieil 
opportunity,  on  his  arrival  off  the  ifland,  of  fending  an 
ofRcer  to  Brim.ilone-hill,  accomipanied  by  one  from  gen. 
Prefcott,  who  in  anfvver  to  the  offer  fent  to  gen.  Frafer, 
brought  back  the  foUov/ing  meiTage — "  That  as  he  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  come  with  troops  to  his  aiTiilance, 
he  Hiould  doubtlefs  be  glad  of  the  honor  of  feeing  him. ; 
but  that  he  was  in  no  want  either  of  him  or  his  troops." 
Prefcott  being  very  defirous  notwithftanding,  to  be  put 
on  fhore  with  his  Antigua  troops,  they  were  accordingly 
landed  on  the  28th,  together  with  the  69th  regiment,  and  28^ 
immediately  got  into  adtion,  and  drove  the  enemiy  with  con- 
fiderable  lofs  to  the  latter ;  but  as  no  folid  purpofe  could 
be  anfwered  by  taQ  continuance  of  the  troops  on  fnore, 
they  v/ere  taken  off  in  the  evening  of  the  29th,  without 
the  lofs  of  a  man.     All  commxunication  being  now  cut 
off  vv'ith  Brimftone-hill,  the  general  with  his  troops  failed  p  , 
back  for  Antigua  on  the  ill  of  February.  i. 

The  French  profecuted  their  v/orks  and  attack  with 
unremitting  induftry.     During  the  lad  three  weeks  of 
the  fiege,  they  were  conilantly,  night  and  day,  canno- 
nading; 
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17^2-nadmg  and  bombarding  the  garr'ifon  j  who  though  con- 
tinually thinned  by  the  numbers  killed  and  wounded, 
bore  the  inceiTant  fatigue  of  being  alv/ay  under  arms, 
and  the  increafmg  danger,  with  admirable  patience  and 
fortitude.  At  length,  the  works  en  one  fide  being  fa 
deflroyed  as  to  form  an  entire  and  com.plete  breach, 
and  there  being  not  more  than  500  men  left  able  to  go 
through  duty,  and  Sir  Samjuel  Hood  not  having  it  in 
his  power  to  afford  the  lead  relief,  both  the  governor 

Feb.  and  gen.  Frafer  concluded  upon  propofing  a  capitula- 
tion ;  which  the  marquis  de  Bouille  eagerly  em^braced, 
as  the  acquifition  of  time  for  further  operations  was  im- 
portant, and  as  fecurity  from  interruption  by  the  arrival 
of  a  BritiHi  admiral  to  reinforce  Sir  Samuel  was  of  the 
firfl  confequence.  Every  condition  they  propofed  was 
agreed  to,  whether  in  favor  of  the  garrifon  or  ifland. 
The  former  were  allowed  all  the  honors  of  v/ar  in  the 
fulled  fenfe ;  and  the  ifland  was  upon  the  bed  footing 
it  could  be,  under  a  capitulation.  The  marquis  de 
Bouille,  with  his  ufual  elevation  of  foul,  bv  the  lafl:  ar- 
ticle difcharged  gov.  Shirley  and  gen.  Frafer  from  being 
confidered  as  prifoners  of  war,  out  of  refpe6l  to  their 
courage  and  determined  conduct ;  and  declared  that  the 
firfl  might  return  to  his  governm.ent  of  Antigua,  and 
the  latter  continue  in  the  fervice  of  his  country. 

The  furrender  of  Brimftone-hlll,  and  the  capitulation 
of  the  ifland,  rendered  the  longer  day  of  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  in  BaiTe-Terre  road  equally  ufelefs  and  dangerous, 
Befide,  the  French  had  been  joined  by  tv/o  (hips  of  the 
line  from  Europe ;  fo  tliat  count  de  Grade  poffeded  the 
fuperiority  of  34  to  22  fnips  of  the  line.     The  count 

H-     anchored  od^  Nevis  on  the  14th,  the  day  on  which  that 

ifland 
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Ifland  followed  the  fate  of  St.  Kitt's  and  fGrrendered.  171:2. 
Sir  Samud  left  BaiTe-Terre  road  the  lame  night,  un- 
perceived  as  he  imagined,  for  not  one  of  the  French 
fnips  was  to  be  feen  in  the  morning ;  though  when  his 
fleet  flipped  their  cables,  the  other  lay  within  five  miles 
and  v/ith  their  lip;hts  full  in  view.  The  furrender  of 
Montferrat  on  the  2  id,  necei'farily  fucceeded  the  lofs  of 
the  two  before-m.entioned ;  fo  that  of  all  the  former  nu- 
merous Bi'itifh  poiTeffions  in  the  Weil  Indies,  there  re- 
main only  Jamaica,  Barbadoes  and  Antigua.  Notwith- 
ftandino;;  the  redudlion  of  Brimflone-hill  mi.crht  cod  the 
French  1000  foldiers,  and  count  de  Grafle  might  lofe 
full  1000  failors  by  engaging  the  Britifh  fleet,  their  re- 
maining flrength  was  fo  great,  that  the  defign  againft 
Jamaica  muft  have  been  revived,  efpecially  as  the  Spa- 
niards had  a  powerful  fleet,  and  a  great  body  of  land 
forces,  in  the  iilands  of  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba,  ready  to 
join  de  GralTe  in  an  attack  upon  it. 

After  mentioning  en  paiTant,  that  the  marquis  de  h 
Fayette  and  vifcount  de  Noaille  arrived  at  Paris  on  the 
20th  of  January  from  America,  and  that  commodore 
Johnflone  returned  to  Fortfmouth  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  the  28th  of  Fe- 
bruary; I  fliall  relate  what  has  pafTed  in  the  United 
Provinces  of  Flolland,  and  in  the  dominions  of  the  em- 
peror of  Germany. 

You  will  recoiled  the  circum-fcance  of  Mr.  John 
Adams's  prefenting  a  niemorial  to  the  States  General  in 
April  178 1.  The  French  minifiier  would  have  hindered 
his  prefenting  it,  but  could  not  prevail.  Mr.  Adams 
was  determined  at  all  hazards  to  follow  his  own  judg- 
ment i  wjiich  he  did  in  the  moft  independent  manner, 

in 
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»7^2.  Jn  oppofitlon  to  refiilance,  rcmonilrance,  and  other  en- 
deavours to  produce  a  different  condudL  You  mull 
underfland,  that  the  gentlemen  at  the  Hague,  who  are 
called  their  high  mightinelTeSj  are  not  the  fovereign. 
They  are  only  deputies  of  the  States  General,  v/ho  com- 
pofe  the  fovereignty.  Thefe  joint  deputies  form  a  di- 
plom.atic  body,  not  a  legiflative  nor  executive  one.  The 
States  General  are  the  regencies  of  cities  and  bodies  of 
nobles.  The  resencies  of  cities  are  the  buro-om.ailer, 
fchepens  or  judges  and  counfellors,  compofing  in  the 
whole  a  numiber  of  four  or  five  hundred  men,  fcattered 
all  over  the  republic.  Mr.  J.  Adams  had  no  %vay  to 
come  at  them,  but  by  the  prcfs.  He  therefore  emiploy- 
cd  it,  and  by  his  publications  flicceeded. 

The  quarter  of  Ooftergo  in  the  province  of  Frief- 
land,  was  the  firft  public  body  that  propofed  a  connec- 
tion with  the  United  States  of  Am.erica,  in  December 

Jan.  laft.  On  the  9th  of  January,  Mr.  Adams  waited  on  the 
prefident  Van  Den  Sandheuvel,  and  demanded  a  cate- 
gorical anfwer,  that  he  might  be  able  to  tranfmit  it  to 

Feb.  his  fovereign.     On  the  26th  of  February,  Friefland  pre- 

^"'  ceded  the  other  confederates  by  a  refolution  for  open- 
ing negotiations  with  Amierica,  and  admitting  Mr.  J. 
Adams  forthwith  as  the  minifler  of  congrefs.  The  new 
miniflcrs  of  the  court  of  London  attemDted  to  brlno* 
forward  a  negotiation  for  a  feparate  peace  Vvith  the  frate 
of  Holland.  Propcfitions  for  a  particular  peace,  with  ^ 
an  offer  of  an  imimediate  fufpenfion  of  hoiliiities,  on  the. 
part  of  Great  Britain,  were  made  to  that  frate  by  the 
mediation  of  the  Ruffian  ambaffador.  The  merchants 
had  the  greatefl  averfion  to  fuch  offers,  as  artful  and 
dangerous.  Holland  and  Wefl-Fricfland  agreed  to  admic 
3  Mr. 
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Mr,  Adams,  on  ThurfdaVj  March  the  28th. — Zealand  ^1^^' 
the  fame  on  the  4th  of  April: — O  very  (Tel  on  the  5th  : 
— Groninsen  on  the  gth  -.—Utrecht  on  the  icth  : — and 
Guilderland  on  the  lyth  of  April.     On  Friday  the  19th, 
it  was  refolved  by  the  deputies  of  the   States  General, 
that  Mr.  Adams  be  admitted  and  aclcnowledged.     The 
next  day  he  waited  on   Mr.  Boreel  who  prefided  that 
week,  and  prefented  to  him  a  letter  from  congrefs,  dated 
Jan.  I,   178 1,  containing  a  credence.     On  Monday  the  April 
2'2d  it  was  refolved,    "  That  the  faid  Mr.  Adams  is  ^^' 
agreeable  to  their  high  mightinefTes ;  that  he  fhall  be  ac- 
knowledged in  quality  of  minider  plenipotentiary ;  and 
that  there  fhall  be  granted  to  him  an  audience,  or  aiTign- 
ed  commiiTioners,  when  he  fhall  demand  it." 

"  Do  not  you  think  that  the  Dutchmen  have  behaved 
bravely  at  lafi  ?  It  is  a  great  deal  for  them,  after  fo  long 
a  neglecb  of  all  enterprife,  and  fuch  a  fettled  devotion 
to  gain,  to  afpire  at  being  the  fecond  power  in  Europe 
to  acknowledge  American  independence,  which  they 
have  done  with  great  eclat.  They  never  did  any  thing 
with  more  good  wilL  They  think  it  with  reafon  one  of 
the  brisihteft  periods  of  their  hiflory.  It  was  the  naval 
batde  of  Dogger's  Bank  which  raifed  their  courage. 
When  they  found  that  the  fingers  of  their  marine  war- 
riors had  not  forgotten  to  fight,  they  began  to  think  that 
they  might  venture  upon  a  political  manoeuvre  *." 

The  Dutch  are  chagrined  with  the  intelligence  from 
Baflbra,  contained  in  the  London  Gazette  of  April  the 
13th,  and  are  apprehenilve  that  their  fettlcments  of  Sa- 
dras,  Huhcat  and  Bimlipatam,  with  fome  other  places 
to  the  northward  of  Madrr.s,  and  Chinfura  in  Bengal, 

*  A  letter  ficm  the  Ha^ue. 

Vol.  IV,  R  toge- 
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17S2,  j-Qgether  wirh  Negapatam  their  principal  fcttlement  on 
the  coafr  of  Coromandcl,  are  aiflually  in  tlic  poflenion 
of  the  Britifh.  Hiey  had  fome  weeks  before  heard  of  the 
fuccefsful  expedition,  v.-hich  had  been  carried  on  againft 
Fadang,  and  their  other  faftojies  on  the  wefc  coaft  of 
Sunnatra.  But  they  conclude  from  the  Britiili  pubhca- 
tions,  that  the  French  had  recovered  Demarara  and  If- 
fequibo  for  them  about  the  end  of  January  *.  The  fame 
Gazette  mentions,  that  Hyder  Ally  had  been  fo  re- 
peatedly and  totally  defeated,  as  to  be  obliged  to  retreat 
to  his  own  territories. 

What  follows  will  afford  you  peculiar  pleafure,  as  fa- 
voring the  rights  of  confcience,  and  militating  againft 
ecclefiaftic  tyranny. 

A  circular  letter  was  fent  the  laft  year  through  all  the 
different  diilricls  of  Bohemia,  with  the  following  notice 
— '^  That  his  Imperial  majefty  was  refolved  to  grant  to 
all  the  proteftants  in  his  hereditary  dominions,  liberty 
of  confcience ;  and  that  all  the  natives  of  his  hereditary 
dominions,  who  had  becomcvoluntary  exiles  on  account 
of  religion,  might  return  in  the  fulleft  conviction,  thst 
they  never  fliould  be  difturbed  in  future  on  the  fcore  of 
religion."  The  emperor  has  likewife  caiifed  an  edidb 
of  the  28th  of  laft  November,  to  be  pubiiflied  at  Bruf- 
fels,  abfolving  the  religious  orders  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries from  all  foreign  independence,  whatfoever.  On  the 
19th  of  January,  the  following  iiotiRcation  appeared  in 
tlie  Vienna  Gazette—-''  Notice  is  hereby  given  to  all 
thofe  who  have  hitherto  kept  out  of  their  country  on 
account  of  the  religion  they  profefs,  that  his  majefty 
pardons  them,  on  condition  that  they  return  in  the  courfe 
*  They  fuirendercd  to  the  French  by  capitulation,  Feb.  3,  1782. 

of 
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of  the  year  17 82,  promiiing  that  they  fl:iall  enjoy  thei?^^. 
fame  benefits  as  thofe  who,  on  account  of  religion^  had 
quitted  the  place  of  their  birth,  and  taken  np  their  abode 
in  other  provinces  belonging  to  his  faid  majefty."  His 
m^jefty  has  moreover  abolilhed  feveral  religious  orders. 
His  edicl  for  the  abolition  of  various  convents  has 
taken  place  at  Prague,  Brunn,  Olmutz,  &c.  and  the 
nuns  and  friars  are  freed  from  their  vov/s.  The  pof- 
feflions  of  the  already  abolilhed  monafteries  exceed  what 
could  be  imagined.  It  is  faid  to  be  the  intention  of 
his  majeily,  to  appropriate  all  the  money  he  may  obtain 
by  the  abolitions  to  charitable  ufes. 

The  emperor  has  caufed  a  refcript  to  be  circulated 
throughout  his  dominions,  containing  the  reafons  and 
principles  which  have  induced  him  to  difclaim  all  fubor- 
dination  to  the  pope  in  fecular  affairs.  They  are  in 
fhort  thefe — ^^  That  it  is  the  higheft  abfurdity  to  pre- 
tend that  the  fucceffors  of  the  apoftles  had  a  divine  right 
to  more  authority  than  they  themfelves  ever  exerted  t 
nor  is  any  man  ignorant,  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriil  only 
charged  them  with  fundlions  entirely  fpiritual :  ift.  With 
the  preaching  of  the  gofpel.  ddly.  With  the  care  of  the 
propagation  of  it.  jdly.  With  the  adminiftration  of  the 
facraments,  (that  is,  of  thofe  which  are  fpiritual.)  4thly, 
With  the  care  of  the  church."  They  are  the  fame  prin- 
ciples as  were  publifhed  by  father  Paul  in  his  Rights  of 
fovereigns  and  fubje6ts  :  or  to  afcend  to  a  much  higher 
authority,  in  the  Books  of  the  Nev/  Teftament,  by  the 
Supreme  Head  of  the  chriftian  churchy  who  declared,  my 
hngdoin  is  not  of  this  world. 

The  meafures  adopted  and  perfiiled  in  by  the  em- 
perorj  occafioned  great  com.motions  at  ELome.      The 

R  2  P<^pc 
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1782.  pope  had  feveral  conferences  on  the  fubjeftvvith  his  car- 
cihialsj  in  which;,  notwithftanding  his  great  age^  he  de- 
termined on  a  journey  to  Vienna.  Tliis  was  notified  to 
his  mod  dear  fon  in  Jefus  Chrift,  Jofeph,  illuftrious 
apoflohc  king  of  Hungary,  alfo  of  Bohemia,  king  ele6t 
of  the  Romans,  in  a  brief  addrefled  to  him,  and  given 
at  Rome  by  Pope  Pius  VI.  on  the  fifteenth  of  Decem- 
ber 178 1,  and  of  his  pontificate  the  7th  year.  Jofeph 
in  his  anfwer  told  his  moft  holy  father,  that  he  fhould 
receive  him  with  all  the  refpect  and  attention  due  to  his 
exalted  ftation;  but  that  the  journey  would  be  fuperflu- 
ous,  as  he  was  abfolutely  determined  in  his  judgment. 
The  journey  was  however  undertaken  -,  and  the  fovereign 
Roman  pontiff  arrived  at  Vienna  March  the  aid,  where 
he  remained  till  April  the  2  2d,  when  he  ^zl  out  on  his 
return  to  Rome,  fully  convinced  that  his  moH  dear  foa 
had  fent  him  a  true  anfwer. 


Feb. 
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LETTER      VIIL 


RoyMry^  May  23,   1782. 
HE  a6ls  of  congrefs  demiand  our  firfl:  attention. 


O-n  the  23d  of  February,  they  refoived  to  au- 
2j.     thorize  the  commander  in  chief  to  agree  to  the  exchange 
of  earl  Cornv/allis,  by  com.pofition,  provided  that  the 

honor- 
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honorable  Henry  Laurens  efq^  11:iluI  be  liberated  and  pro-  i-82, 
per  afTurances  obtained,  that  all  accounts  for  the  fupport 
of  the  convention  prifoners,  and  all  other  prifoners  of 
war,  fliall  be  fpeedily  fettled  and  difcharged. 

The  fuccefs  which  had  attended  the  operation  of  the 
allied  forces  in  Virginia,  and  other  favorable  appearances 
confpiring,  the  French  court  turned  their  attention  to- 
v/ard  the  procuring  from  congrcfs  the  appointment  of 
thofe  American  commiffioners  for  negotiating  a  peace, 
and  with  thofe  in(lru61:ions,  that  would  be  perfectly  agree- 
able to  them.  Sundry  communications  from  their  mi- 
nifter  plenipotentiary  were  laid  before  that  auguil  body 
of  delegates  from  the  United  States,  which  were  refer- 
red to  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  vvho  on  the  8tli 
of  February  delivered  in  a  report,  part  of  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  remainder  referred  to  a  com.mittee. 
Mr.  John  Adams  was  fo  far  from  being  approved  of  by 
Monf  de  Yergennes,  as  the  fole  neg<Jtiator  in  that  im- 
portant buHnefs,  that  the  French  m/mifcer  labored  to 
have  him  wholly  excluded  -,  and  complained  heavily 
of  his  ftiffnefs  and  tenacioufnefs.  Letters  had  palled 
between  tr;em  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  refolve  for  fixing 
the  paper  m.oney  at  forty  for  one,  vvhich  Vergennes 
conhdered  as  an  adl  of  bankruptcy.  '  Mr.  Adams  per- 
filled  in  defending  the  proceeding  v;ith  fo  much  refolu- 
tion,  that  the  French  minifcer  at  length  informed  him, 
that  the  king  enjoined  flence  for  the  future  on  the  fub- 
je6t.  The  meafures  which  had  been  purfued  in  Hol- 
land by  Mr.  Adams,  were  alfo  difpleafmg,  as  they  tra- 
verfed  the  policy  of  the  French  court.  Letters  were  at 
length  fent  to  the  French  plenipotentiary  at  Philadel- 
phia, expreiTing  the  opinion  of  his  court,  that  they  lliould 

^^  3  not 
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^1^^'not  be  able  to  do  buHneis  in  confort  with  Mr.  Adams. 
When  the  {lime  had  been  communicated  to  conprefs,  a 
committee   was    appointed    to    confer    with    the    che- 
vaher  de  Luzerne  on  the  affair.     A  leading  perfon  in 
the  committee  was  unwilHng  that  the  American  minifler 
fhould   be  facrificed  to  the  difpleafure   of  the  French 
court,  when  the  offence  was  occafioned  by  his  zeal  to 
ferve  his  country.     It  was  therefore  propofed,  that  he 
fhould  be  inftrucled  to  do  no  one  thing  without  the  con- 
fent  and  approbation  of  the  French  court :  but  that  he 
fhould  attend  to  his  former  inftru^tions,  and  endeavour 
all  in  his  power  to  obtain  the  fifhery,  &c.  but  not  to 
make  them  a  JIj7e  qua  non.     This  did  nor  fatisfy;  for  it 
was  obfervedj    that    notwithdanding   fuch    inflrudlions, 
Mr.  Adam.s  might  obflrufl  the  negotiations  by  not  join- 
ing in  them.     The  faid  perfon  judging  it  would  be  fafefl 
to  put  confidence  in  the  French,  moved  that  Mr.  Adams 
fhould  be  ultimately  dire6led  and  guided  by  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  French  court,  which  being  agreed  to  and 
communicated,    fatisfied  tlie   chevalier.      Afterward   it 
was  thought  advifible  by   fome  of  the  fouthern  dele- 
gates, that  others   fhould  be  joined  with  Mr.  Adams ; 
and    accordingly  congrefs    agreed,    that  the  jionorable 
John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay  and  Henry 
Laurens,  fliould  be  their  commiifioners  for  neo-otiatinp- 
a  peace.      Their  commiffions  were  accompanied  with 
the  following  inilrudtions — ^'  You  are  to  concur  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  with  his  mod  chriflian  ma- 
jefty,  in  accepting  the  mediation  propofed  by  the  em- 
prefs  of  Ruifia  and  the  emperor    of  Germany. — You 
are  to  accede  to  no  treaty  of  peace,    i.  W'hich  fhall  not 
effeclually  fecure  the  independence  and  fovereignty  of 
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the  Thirteen  States,  according  to   the  form  and  effect  ^T^-^* 
of  the  treaties  fublifting  betv/een  the  fald  ftates  and  his 
mod  chriftian  majeily  -,  and  2.  in  which  the  faid  treaties 
iliali  not  be  left  in   their  full  force  and  validity. — As  to 
boundaries  and  other  particulars  we  refer  you  to  tlie  in- 
ftruclions  given  Mr.  Adams,  dated  the  14th  of  Augull 
1779,  and  1 8th  of  C6lober  1780.     We  think  it  unfafe 
at  this  diilance  to  tie  you  up  by  abfoliite  and  peremp- 
tory dire6lions,  on  any  other  fubject  than  the  two  eflen- 
tiai  articles  above-mentioned.     You  are  at  liberty  to  fe- 
cure  the  interefts  of  the  United  States,  in  fuch  m:anner 
as  circumftances  may  direct ;    and  as  the  ilate  of  the 
belligerent,  and  difpofition  of  the  mediating  powers  may 
require. — You  are  to  make  the  moll  candid  and  confi- 
dential communications  upon   all  fubjedls  to  the  mini- 
fter  of  the  king  of  France  j  to  undertake  nothing  in  the 
negotiation  for  peace  or  truce  v/ithout  their  knowledge 
and  concurrence,    and   ultimately  to   govern  yourfelves 
by  their  advice  and  opinionj  endeavouring  in  your  whole 
conduct  to  miake  them  fenfible,  how  ir.uch  we  rely  on 
his   maieftv's  iniiuence  for  eifeclual  fiioport,    in   every 
thing  neceflary  to  the  prefent  fecurity   or  future  prof- 
perity  of  the  United  States. — If  a  difficulty  fnould  oc- 
cur in  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation  for  peace,  from  the 
backwardneis  of  the  Britifh  to  make  a  formal  acknow- 
ledgment of  our   independence,  you   are  at  liberty  to 
ag-ree  to  a  truce,  or  to  make  fuch  other  conceffions  as 
may  not  affedl  the  fubfliance  of  what  we  contend  for, 
and  provided  that  Britain  be  not  left  in  pofTelTion  of  any 
part  of  the  Thirteen  United  States." 

The  committee  to  whom  v/as  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  minifter  of  France,  were  diredled  by  congrefs  to 
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782. communicate  confidentially  to  the  faid  miniiler,  the  fub- 
flance  of  the  foregoing  inftruclions.     The  commiffions 
and  inftruclions  were  fent  to  France  foon  enough  to  ad- 
mit of  their  being  received  early  in  May. 
Mar.      On  Sunday  the  24th  of  March,  capt.  Jofhua  Hud- 
^"^^    dy,  who  commanded  the  troops  at  the  block-houfe  on 
Tom*s  river  in  Monmouth  county,    New  Jerfey,    was 
attacked   bv   a  number  of  refu2;ees  from  New  York  ; 
and  taken  after  defending  himfelf  gallantly  till  all  his 
ammiUnition  v/as  expended.     He  was  kept  in  clofe  cuf- 
tody  J  and  en  Monday  the  8th  of  i^prii  was  told,  "  That 
he  was  ordered  to  be  hanged."     Four  days  after  he  was 
^2.     fent  out  with  a  party  of  refugees,  and  hanged  about  ten 
o'clock  on  the  heisihts  of  Middletown.     The  followinq; 
label  was  affixed  to  his  breaft— ^^  We  the  refugees,  hav- 
ing vvith  grief,    long  beheld  the  cruel  miurders  of  our 
brethren,  and  finding  nothing  but  iuch   m.eafures  daily 
carrying  into    execution— -we  therefore    determine  not 
to  fuifer  without  taking  vengeance  for  the  numerous  cru- 
elties, and  thus  begin  (and  I  fay  mjay  thofe  lofe  their 
liberty  who  do  not  follow  on)  and   have  made  ufe  of 
caDtain  Fluddy   as  the  tirft  obieiSl  to  prcfent  to  your 
view  3    and  further  determine   to  hang  man  for  man, 
while  there  is  a  refugee  exiliing.     Up  goes  HUDDY 
for  PHILIP  WHITE."     Philip  White  was  taken  by 
a  parry  of  the  Jerfey  people  on  the  30th  of  March, 
and  v^as  killed  in  attempting  to  make  his  efcape  after- 
ward. 

Vv  hen  this  affair  was  made  known  to  o-en.  V\^a(liins- 
ton,  he  propofed  a  number  of  c]ueftions,  on  the  cafe  of 
captain  Huddy,  to  the  general  officers  and  others,  who 
were  for  retaliation.     However,  inftead  of  immediately 

executing 
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executing  an  officer  of  equal  rank  with  Huddy  upon  re-  ^T^^, 
ceiving  proofs  of  his  murder,  \¥alhingion  wrote  to 
Clinton,  that  unkfs  the  perpetrators  of  that  deed  v/ere 
delivered  up,  he  fnould  be  under  the  difagreeable  ne- 
cefhty  of  rera'iating.  On  the  20th,  he  fent  a  letter  to 
congrefs,  with  the  copy  of  a  memorial  from,  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  of  Monmiouth,  and  fundry  affida- 
vits refpe6ling  the  death  of  the  captain  ,  which  produced 
the  following  refolution  on  the  29th — "  That  congrefs  29. 
having  deliberately  confidered  the  faid  letter  and  the  pa- 
pers attending  it,  and  being  deeply  impreffed  with  the 
neceffity  of  convincing  the  enemies  of  thefe  United 
States,  by  the  mofi  decided  condu6l,  that  the  repetition 
of  their  unprecedented  and  inhuman  cruelties,  fo  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  war,  v/ill  be  no  longer 
fuffered  with  impunity,  do  unanimioudy  approve  of  the 
firm,  and  judicious  condu6l  of  the  comm.ander  in  chief 
in  his  application  to  the  Britifli  general  at  New  York, 
and  do  hereby  affiure  him  of  their  firmefr  fupport  in  his 
fixed  purpofe  of  exemplary  retaliation.'*  What  altera- 
tion may  be  produced  by  the  change  of  Britifli  generals, 
remains  to  be  difcovered.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  arrived  ac 
New  York  on  the  5  th  of  May,  and  is  now  commander  May 
in  chief  of  the  king's  forces  in  America.  From  his  ^' 
tried  and  known  hum.anity,  it  m^ay  be  concluded  with 
certainty,  that  no  acts  of  barbarity  will  be  fupported  by 
his  countenance. 

Negotiations  v/ere  carried  on  the  lafb  year  between 
fome  leading  perfons  belor-;a"in;.>  to  Vermont  and  the  Bri- 
tilli  in  Canada  and  New  York  3  which  produced  jea- 
loufies  in  the  minds  of  fever al,  v/ho  thought  that  the 
rulers  meant  to  unite  that  country  to  Great  Britain,  con- 
trary 
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1782.  trary  to  the  wlfli  and  withoiiL  the  knov/iedge  of  the  in- 
habitants in  general.  Mr.  Thomas  Chittenden,  the  go- 
Jan,  vernor,  was  addreffed  in  a  letter  of  January  the  ill, 
upon  the  fubjedt,  by  a  gentleman  of  the  iirlt  confe- 
quence ;  to  whom  he  gave  the  moil  pofitive  ailurances, 
that  fuch  negotiations  were  fo  far  innocent,  that  there 
never  was  any  ferious  intention  of  joining  Great  Britain 
in  their  attempts  to  fubjugate  the  United  States.  But 
the  intercourfe  had  undoubtedly  a  bad  tendency  \  and 
gave  the  Britifh  fome  ground  to  hope,  that  they  fhould 
annex  the  people  of  Vermont  to  their  interefts. 

General  Wailiington  wrote  to  gov.  Hancock  on  the 
3111  of  januai-y.  The  letter  was  upon  public  bufinefs, 
and  urged  the  fpeedy  pointed  and  effectual  compliance 
of  the  (late,  with  the  rcquifitions  of  congrefs  for  com- 
pleting their  battalions ;  that  fo  all  the  fruits  of  the 
fucceffes  of  the  preceding  campaign  might  not  be  thrown 
away,  by  an  inglorious  winter  of  languor  and  inactivity. 
It  infifced  on  the  necefllty  of  having  a  powerful  army 
early  in  the  field.  '^  Soon,"  fays  the  general,  "  might 
we  hope  to  enjoy  all  the  bleffings  of  peace,  if  v/e  could 
fee  again  the  fame  animation  in  the  caufe  of  our  coun- 
try infpiring  every  breafc,  the  fame  pafTion  for  freedom 
and  military  glory  impelling  our  youths  to  the  field,  and 
the  fame  difinterefted  patriodfm  pervading  every  rank 
of  men,  as  was  confpicuous  at  the  com.mencement  of 
this  glorious  revolution.*'  He  preiTed  the  furnifliing  of 
the  recruits  in  feafon,  and  the  eftablifning  of  checks  to 
prevent  impoiitions  as  to  the  quality  of  the  men,  that 
none  might  be  accepted  but  able  bodied  and  effedive, 
and  that  it  might  not  be  attempted  to  im-pofe  upon 
them  decrepid  or  improper  men  or  boys  as  foldiers. 

Near 
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Near  the  end  of  April  he  obferved,  that  the  efficient  ^ 7^2, 
operating  force  of  the  northern  army  conld  be  no  more 
than  7^553  rank  and  file^  and  that  he  ihould  be  nncan- 
did,  was  he  not  to  acknowledge,  that  he  did  not  expe6l 
it  would  be  increafed  by  recruits  in  the  courfe  of  the 
campaign  to  miore  than  10,000  fit  for  duty  in  the  field. 
Pie  eftimated  the  royal  force  in  Nev/  York,  including 
their  eflablifhed  corps  of  provincials  at  9,000,  and  their 
mihtia  refugees  and  independent  companies  at  4000,  in 
all  13,000;  befide  about  3,300  at  Charlefliown,  and 
about  700  at  Savannah. 

The  bank  of  North  Amtcrica  opened  at  Philadelphia 
on  the  7th  of  January.  Through  the  eflabliHiment  of 
it,  Mr.  Morris,  the  financier,  was  enabled  to  fupport 
credit,  and  to  keep  things  in  motion  till  the  23d  of  ^P^^^ 
April.  Without  that  he  muft  have  flopped ;  for  the 
public  mioney  v/as  exhaufled,  and  he  had  not  at  that 
hour  received  one  farthing  from  any  fiate  in  the  union. 
There  was  too  much  caufe  for  comiplaining  of  a  dif- 
graceful  languor  in  moft  of  the  governments  ;  and  which 
has  its  origin  in  felfifn  views,  party  fpirit  or  worfe  mo- 
tives. The  ftates  were  half  a  million  of  dollars  in  debt 
on  this  year's  taxes,  which  had  been  raifed  by  anticipa- 
tion on  that  fvftem  of  credit  which  Mr.  Morris  had  ere- 
atcd.  On  the  14th  of  May  he  thus  expreffed  himfelfjyj 
in  a  letter  to  gov.  Hancock — "  On  the  ift  of  January  H- 
1782,  with  a  heavy  arrearage  for  178 1,  unpaid  on  the 
face  of  the  requifitions  of  congrefs,  I  had  to  provide  for 
a  three  months  expenditure,  when  no  man  would  trufl 
the  public  for  a  fmgle  dollar  :  your  iegiflature  kne-v  the 
flate  of  public  credit  as  well  as  I  did.  Inflead  of  pro- 
viding m^oaey  for  the  ill  of  Aprils  they  have  made  no 

effort 
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ifl  of  June.     Now  then   let  us  flippofe  every  flate  in 
the  union  to  be   as  negligent,  and  many  of  thenn  are 
much  more  io,  what  can  gentlemen  prornife  themfelves. 
I  apprehend  the  mioft  terrible  confequences.     I  beg  you 
to  prefs  an  immediate  paym.ent  of  money,  the  neceiTity 
of  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  nor  prudent  to  de- 
clare."    The  French  king  allotted  in  Decemiber  lafl  fix 
millions  of  livres  to  the  afiiftance  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  financier  v/as  allowed  to  draw  for  500,000  tour- 
nais  monthly.     This  was  but  half  he  aOced  for  ;  and  he 
hopes  that  the  other  fix  millions  may   be  granted,  as 
that  arrangement  had  been   m.ade  before  the   arrival  of 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette.     The  moil;  peremptory  de- 
clarations however  attended   that  grant,  that  it  was  all 
the  United  States  were  to  have.     Previous   to  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  nev/s  of  the   grant,  the  financier  had  been 
obliged  to  hazard  drafts  for  500,000  livres,  and  to  or- 
der Dr.  Franklin  to  refell  the  goods  bought  in  Holland, 
if  he  had  no  other  iricans  of  paying  the  bills.     He  re- 
quelled  the  miniiler  of  France,  and  the  fecretary  of  fo- 
reign afrairs,  and  the  fecretary  at  war,  to  keep  the  grant 
from  congrefs,  and   all  other  perfons,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  throup-h  fear  that  if  it  carne  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  feveral  legillatures,  they  who  had  not  pafled  their 
tax  bills,  would  no  longer  think  it  necefiary  to  pafs  them, 
and  inftead  of  exertii^ig  themfelves,  would  hang  their 
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hopes  on  loreign  aic 

The  affairs  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  Haall  now 
be  related. 

General  Greene's  army  took  its  pofition  on  col.  San- 
ders's plantation  at  Round  O,  on  the  7th  of  laft  De- 
cember^ 
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cember.     On  the  14th,  the  general  wrote  to  the  Ame-i782« 

rican  board  of  v/ar — ^^  We  cannot  advance  upon  the 

enenny  for  v/ant  of  ammunition,  though  v/e  have  been 

in  readinefs  more  than  ten  days.     I  have  not  a  quire  of 

paper  in  the  world,  nor  are  there  two  in  the  army.     We 

broil  mod  of  our  meat,  for  want  of  camp  ketdes."     On 

[IP 

the  4t.h  of  J  anuary,  he  congratulated  the  arm.y  on  the     4', 
arrival  of  major  general  St.  Clair  and  the  reinforcem.ent 
under  his  command.     W^ithin  a  week  after,  the  army 
moved  down  to  Jackfonborough  (about  ^S  niiles  from 
Charleftown)  fo  to  Stono,  and  then  on  the  i6th  to  ccI. 
Skerving's,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Ediilo,  about  5  miles 
from  Jackfonborough.     Greene  left  it  when  the  move- 
m.ent  commenced,  and  croffing  the  Ediflo,  proceeded 
to  join  the  light  troops  under  cols.  Lee  and  Laurens. 
He  informed  the  fecretary  at  war  from  his  head  quarters 
near  Charleftown  on  the  23d — "  I  would  order  the  re- 
turns you  require,  but  we  really  have  not  paper  to  make 
them  on,  not  having  had  for  months  paft  even  paper  to 
make  provifion  returns,  or  to  record  the  necefTary  re- 
turns of  the  army."     The  next  day  he  wrote — ''  Since  24. 
we  have  been  in  the  lower  country,  through  the  difnculty 
of  tranfportation  we  were  four  weeks  without  am.muni- 
tion,  while  there  was  a  plenty  of  this  article  at  Char- 
lotte.    We  lay  within  a  few  miles  of  the  enemy  wiih 
not  fix  rounds  a  man.     Had  they  got  knov/ledge  and 
availed  themfelves  of  our  fituation,  they  might  have 
ruined  us.     The  ftates  here  are  become  fo  tardy,  as  to 
regard  reprefentations  little   m.ore  than  idle  dreams,  or 
an  eaftern  tale.     We  m^ay  write  till  we  are  blind;  and 
the  local  policy  of  the  dates,  in  perfect  fecurity,  will 
counterad  our  wiilies."     The  foUov/ing  extracts  from 

his 
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1782.1115  letters  will  be  the  mod  acceptable  medium  of  con- 
veying his  fentiments—''  Jan.  28th.  I  was  well  in- 
formed you  had  let  in  fome  prejudices  to  my  difadvan- 
tage,  fuch  as  my  being  more  influenced  by  men  than 
meafiires,  and  that  in  the  field  I  had  neither  activity  nor 
enterprife.  However  mortifying  thefe  things  were,  my 
pride  would  not  permit  me  to  undeceive  yow,  and  fuch. 
was  my  fituation  at  that  time,  that  it  would  have  been 
difHcultj  if  not  impra6licable,  had  I  attempted  it.  My 
military  condu6t  muil  fpeak  for  itfelf,  I  have  only  to 
obferve,  that  I  have  not  been  at  liberty  to  follow  my 
own  genius  till  lately,  and  liere  I  have  had  more  embar- 
raffiiients  than  is  proper  to  difclofe  to  the  v/orld.  Let 
it  fufhce  to  fiy,  that  this  part  of  the  United  States  has 
had  a  narrow  efcape.  I  wds/even  7ncnths  in  the  field 
P ,  without  taking  my  clothes  off  one  night."  [He  only 
6.  took  them  off  to  change  his  linen.]  ^^  Feb.  6th.  You 
can  have  little  idea  of  the  confufion  and  diforder,  which 
prevail  among  the  fouthern  Rates.  The  fcenes  change 
fo  fail,  and  the  operation  of  law  is  fo  feeble,  that  it  is 
ahPxoft  impoffible  to  give  any  regular  tone,  to  any  kind 
of  bufinefs.  Stores  are  fubjedt  to  fuch  wafte,  and  fuch 
abufes  prevail  upon  the  lines  of  communication,  as  well 
as  polls,  that  it  is  next  to  impoffible  to  keep  the  pubHc 
.  from  being  impofed  upon.  Our  difhculties  are  fo  nume- 
rous, and  our  wants  fo  preiTmg,  that  I  have  not  a  mo- 
ment's relief  from  the  moil  painful  anxieties." — "  Feb. 
8th.  The  little  money  Mr.  Morris  has  received  from 
Europe,  it  is  well  known,  was  granted  by  the  king  of 
France,  for  the  fpecial  purpole  of  paying  the  army."—' 
"  Feb.  18th.  Lieut,  col.  Lee  retires  for  a  time  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health.  I  am  more  indebted  to  this 
I  officer 
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officer  than  any  other,  for  the  advantages  gained  over, ^g2, 
the  enemy  in  the  operations  of  lail  campaign,  and  fhould 
be  ^'anting  in  gratitude,  not  to  acknowledge  the  im- 
portance of  his  fervices,  a  detail  of  which  is  his  befr        • 
panegyric." — "  March    nth.     A    great    part    of  our  n. 
troops  are  in  a  deplorable  fituation  for  want  of  clothing. 
We  have  300  men  v/ithout  arms ;  and  more  than  looo 
are  lb  naked,  that  they  can  only  be  put  on  duty  in  cafes 
of  a  defperate  nature.     We  have  been  all  the  winter  in 
want   of  arms  and  clothing ;    and  yet  both,  upon  the 
road,  though  neither  could  reach  us,  from  the  want  of 

means  for  tranfportino;  our  (lores  by  land  through  an  .    .. 

r         o  JO         April 

extenfive  and  exhaufted  country." — "  April  13th.  The  13. 
want  of  clothing,  pay  and  better  fubfiilence,  and  being 
altogether  without  fpirits,  has  given  a  murmiuring  and 
difcontented  tone  to  the  army,  and  the  face  of  mutiny 
difcovers  itfelf.  I  feel  much  for  this,  department.  "No 
part  of  Saxony,  during  the  laft  war,  I  believe,  ever  felt 
the  ravaging  hand  of  war  with  greater  feverity,  than  it 
has  been  felt  here.  Our  number  is  greatly  inferior  at 
prefent  to  the  enemy:  foon  and  m.ofl:  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina brigade  leaves  us."  [It  has  been  computed,  that 
fourteen  hundred  widows  were  made  by  the  ravaging 
hand  of  war,  in  the  fingle  diftri6l  of  Ninety  Six.]— - 
"  April  22.  Difcontent  is  daily  increafmg,  and  the  32, 
fpirit  of  mutiny  very  prevalent.  It  fcem^s  to  have  ori- 
ginated in  the  Pennfylvanla  line ;  and  the  parties  have 
endeavoured  to  fpread  the  contagion  through  the  army 
with  appearances  of  fuccefs.  I  have  been  able  to  prove 
the  fad  but  on  one  perfon,  whom  I  ordered  to  be  fliot 
this  day.  He  was  a  fergeant  and  had  much  influence 
in  the  line.     I  v/iili  this  cxam.ple  may  deter  them  from 

tlie 
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1782.  the  execution  of  a  fcheme,  which  we  have  been  dread- 
ing every  night."  [The  fcheme  alluded  to  was  that  of 
betraying  the  arnny  into  the  power  of  the  enemy.] 

The  South  Carohna  reprefentatives  having  been  ele6led 
agreeable  to  the  writs  ilTued  by  governor  Rutledge,  the 
general  afiembly  met  in  January,  at  Jackfonborough,  a 
fmall  village   on   the   Edifto.     The    governor,   at  the 

opening  of  the  feffion  on  the  iSth  of  the  month,  deli- 
Jan.  J        r 
i^.  vered  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes;  for  which  he  received 

the  thanks  of  each  in  their  addreffes.  The  conflitution 
of  the  flate  eftablifhed  a  rotation,  which  made  it  necef- 
fary  to  choofe  a  new  governor.  The  fuffrages  of  a  ma- 
jority were  in  favor  of  the  former  lieut.  gov.  Chriflopher 
Gadfden  efq;  who  declined  the  laborious  office,  but  con- 
tinued to  ferve  both  in  the  ailembly  and  council.  He, 
with  many  other  o-entlemen,  Vs'ho  had  been  delivered  as 
exchanged  in  Virginia  and  Philadelphia,  foon  found 
their  way  back  to  South  Carolina,  and  were  chofen 
members  of  the  legiflature.  The  general  affembly  after- 
ward ele6led  the  honorable  John  Mathews  governor; 
filled  up  vacancies  in  the  different  departments ;  and 
re-eflablifned  civil  government  in  all  its  branches.  Laws 
were  then  paiTed  for  confifcating  the  eflates,  and  banilh- '' 
ing  the  perfons  of  the  a6live  decided  friends  of  Britiih 
government,  and  for  amercing  the  eflates  of  others,  as 
a  fubilitution  for  their  perfonal  fervices^  of  which  their 
country  had  been  deprived.  Mr.  Gadfden,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  long  confinemient  he  had  fuffered  in  the 
caftle  of  St.  Auguftine,  and  the  immenfe  lofs  of  his 
property,  oppofed  the  firft  law,  and  with  equal  zeal  and 
judgment  contended  that  found  policy  required  to  forget 

and 
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and  forgive.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-feven  perfons  ori782#. 
eftates  vv^ere  comprehended  under  diat  law,  and  forty- 
eight  under  the  other.  Thofe  whofe  fubmifTion  to  the 
Britilh  appeared  to  be  neceflary  and  unavoidable,  and 
who  did  not  voluntarily  aid  or  abet  their  o-overnment, 
were  generally  overlooked.  The  execution  of  thefe 
laws  induced  gen.  Leflie,  who  commanded  the  royal 
forces  in  Carolina,  to  fend  a  part  of  them  to  feize  the 
negroes  and  other  effeds  belonging  to  the  whig-citizens, 
with  the  avowed  intention  of  applying  the  fame  to. the  ' 
relief  of  the  fufferers  by  the  faid  laws.  After  a  fuccefs-  /^^^^ 
ful  excurfion,  he  wrote  to  gen.  Greene  on  the  4th  of  4« 
April;  and  befide  urging  the  motives  of  humanity, 
policy  and  example,  for  the  fufpenfion  of  fuch  proce- 
dures, propofed  a  meeting  of  commiifiioners  on  each 
fide,  whereby  to  leflen  the  devaftations  of  war  and  fecure 
inviolate  the  property  of  individuals.  Greene  immedi- 
ately returned  for  anfv/er,  "  that  he  had  the  honor  to 
command  the  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  fouthern 
department;  but  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  internal 
police  of  any  ftate.'*  On  this  Leflie  addreffed  himfelf 
to  gov.  Mathews,  and  enclofed  the  letter  he  had  ad- 
dreffed to  Greene.  The  governor  anfwered  on  the 
1 2th,  after  delaying  a  while,  that  he  mighc  have  an 
opportunity  of  invelligating  the  truth  as  to  certain  mat- 
ters advanced  in  Leflie's  letter;  and  told  him — "  You 
entirely  miftake  my  charader  when  you  fuppofe  me  to 
be  intimidated  by  threats,  and  thereby  deterred  from 
e^iecuting  the  duties  of  tht  ofBce  with  which  the  flate 
has  honored  me.  For  be  afTured,  Sir,  the  laws  of  this 
flate  trufted  to  me  mufl  and  fl:iall  be  carried  into  exe-* 
cution — maugre  the  confequences."  He  clofed  with 
Vol.  IV,  S  faying 
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X7S2.  faying — "  Your  propofition  for  fufpending  the  opera* 
tion  of  the  confifcation  ad,  without  offering  an  equiva- 
lent, is  inadnniffible.  If  you  have  any  thing  ferious  and 
folid  to  propofe  on  this  head,  I  am  ready  to  appoint 
comiriilTiGners  on  my  part  to  meet  thofe  of  yours  to 
confer  on  the  bufinefs."  Thus  ended  that  affair.  It 
might  have  ferved  the  f-iends  to  the  Britifli  government 
far  m.ore  efie6tually,  had  gen.  Leflie  adopted  vigorous 
meafures  for  their  fupport  anfwerable  to  nis  proclama- 
tion, and  for  the  difperfion  of  the  legifiative  body. 

When  the  reduction  of  lord  Cornwallis  was  completed, 
the  Pennfylvania  line  marched  to  South  Carolina.  This 
increafe  of  force  enabled  gen.  Greene  to  detach  a  part 
of  his  army  to  Georgia.  Gen.  Wayne,  who  com- 
manded, having  previoufiy  ordered  the  Americans  at 
Auguila  to  join  him  at  Ebenezer,  croifed  the  Savannah 
in  January  at  Tv/o  Sifters  ferry,  with  about  loo  dra- 
goons under  col.  Anthony  W^alton  White.  He  was 
foon  after  reinforced  by  300  continental  infantry  under 
lieut.  col.  Pofey.  The  Bricifh  commander  in  Savannah, 
on  hearing  of  this  irruption  of  the  Americans,  fent  or- 
ders to  die  different  pods  to  burn,  as  far  as  they  could, 
all  the  provifions  in  the  country,  and  then  to  retire 
within  their  works.  The  margin  of  the  river  Savannah, 
and  the  iflands  in  the  vicinity  of  it,  were  foon  covered 
with  fmxoke,  and  prefented  to  the  aftonilhing  eye  a  grand 
but  awful  fpedacie.  ¥/hat  remained  of  the  laft- 
year's  crop  v/as  fo  generally  deftroyed,  that  the  Ame- 
rican forces  have  been  fince  obliged  to  depend  chiefly 
on  South  Carolina  for  their  fupport. 


L  E  T^ 
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LETTER      IX. 


Rotterdam y  Sept,  13,   1782. 


Friend  G. 


*"  I  ^  1 1 E  date  of  my  lad  letter  fcarce  admitted  of  its  i^gz. 
-^     being  mentioned,  that  admiral  Keppel  was  created 
a  vifconnt,    and  Mr.   Dunning  baron  AQiburton,  and 
afterward  made  chancellor  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  Mr.  Fox  brought  a  meffage  April 
fl'om.  his  majefty  to  inform  the  houfe,  '^  That  being  ^* 
concerned  to  find  difcontents  and  jealoufies  prevailing 
among  his  loyal  fubjeds  in  Ireland,  on  matters  of  great 
importance,  he  earneilly  recommended  to  the  houfe  the 
taking  of  the  fame  into  their  moft  ferious  confideration, 
in  order  to  fuch  a  final  adjuftmient  as  might  give  mutual 
fatisfaflion  to  both  kingdoms."  A  like  meflage  was 
delivered  to  the  houfe  of  lords. 

Adminiftration  proceeding  in  this  weighty  bufinefs  in 
confort  with  the  parliament  of  Irelapd,  a  m.efiage  con- 
ceived in  the  famic  terms  was  fent  by  the  duke  of  Port- 
land, the  lord  lieutenant,  to  the  commons  of  that  king- 
dom, on  the  26th,  immediately  after  his  arrival  to  take 
upon  him  the  government.  The  addrefs  to  the  king  in 
confequence  of  it,  was  m.oved  by  Mr.  Grattan,  th$ 
great  and  eloquent  leader  of  the  popular  party.  This 
addrefs,  after  a  full  and  explicit  afiertion  of  the  inde-. 
pendent  rights  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  proceeded 
to  ilate  the  caufes  of  thofe  jealoufies  and  difcontents 

S  2  which 
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J ^82. which  had   arifen  in  that  country,  viz.  the  a6l  of  the 
fixth  of  George  I ;  tlie  power  of  fuppreffing  or  altering 
bills   in  the  privy  council  j  and  the  perpetual  mutiny 
bill.     On  the  ground  of  this  addrefs,  Mr.  Fox  moved 
in  the  Britifh  houfe  of  commons  on  the  17th  of  May, 
"   I.  That  leave   be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  adl,  6  George  I.  cap.  v. — 2.  That  it  be 
refolved,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  the  mutual  happlnefs  of 
the  two  countries,  that  a  firm  and  folid  conne6lion  iliould 
be  forthwith  eftablifned  by  the  confent  of  both. — 3.  That 
an  addrefs   be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  that  he  m.ay  be 
gracioufiy  pleafed  to  give  dire6tions  for  promjoting  the 
latter  refolution."     Thefe  motions  paiTed  v/ithout  any 
oppofition.     In  return  for  this  liberal  procedure  of  the 
Britifh  government,  in  relinquifhing  eftablifned  claims 
without  any  (lipulation  whatever,  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land voted   1 00,000 1.   for  the  raifing  of  20,000  Irifn 
Teamen  to  ferve    in  his    majefly's   navy.     The  fum  of 
50,000!.  was  alfo  voted,  •'  for  purchafing  an  eftate,  and 
erecting   a    manfion  thereon,  to  be  fettled    on  Henry 
Grattan  efq;  and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  as  a  teftimony 
of  their  gratitude,  for  the  unequalled  benefits  conferred 
by   him    on    that  kingdom.''     On    the  nth  of  June, 
Mr.  Fox  brouo;ht  in  a  bill  for  the  reoeal  of  the  afore- 
mentioned  adi,  which  paffed  without  a  word  of  oppofi- 
tion.    By  that  aft,  "  the  king's  majefty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and  com- 
mons cf  Great  Britain  in  parliament  afTembled,  hath 
.had,  and  of  '  \^ht  ought  to  have,  full  power  and  autho- 
rity  to  make  laws  and  ftatutes  of  fufficient  force  and  validity 
to  bind  the  kingdom   and  people  of  Ireland  ^  and  that 
the  houfe  of  lords  of  Ireland  have  not,  nor  of  right 

I  ought 
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oi:ightto  have,  any  jiirifdidion  to  judge,  afHrm,  or  re-i782» 
verfe  any  judgment,  fentence,  or  decree,  given  or  made 
in  any  court  within  the  faid  kingdom  ;  and  that  all  pro- 
ceedings before  the  faid  houfe  of  lords  upon  any  fuch 
fentence  or  decree  are,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
utterly  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  what- 
foever."  The  bill  received  the  royal  afient  by  com- 
miffion  on  the  ift  of  July.  It  mud  be  noted,  that  be- 
fore the  bill  was  brought  in,  the  duke  of  Portland  went 
in  flate  to  the  Irifh  houfe  of  peers  on  the  30th  of  May, 
to  announce  the  Concurrence  of  the  king  and  parliament 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  independent  rights  claimed  by 
Ireland.  On  the  iSth  of  June,  the  delegates  of  the 
volunteer  corps  of  the  four  provinces,  at  their  general 
meeting  held  in  Dublin,  refolved  unanimoudy — "  That 
the  addrelTes  of  the  Irifh  parliament  having  difclaimed 
any  power  or  authority,  of  any  fort  whatfoever,  in  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  over  this  realm,  we  fliall 
confider  a  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  by  the  Eritilh 
parliament,  made  in  purfuance  of  the  faid  addrefies,  a 
complete  renunciation  of  all  the  claims  contained  in  the 
faid  ftatute ;  and  as  fuch  we  will  accept  it,  and  deenn 
it  fatisfaclory."  On  the  i8th  of  July,  it  was  m.oved  in 
the  houfe  of  lords — ^^  That  this  houfe,  having  the  fulleft 
confidence  in  the  anfv/er  to  their  addrefs  to  his  majefty 
of  the  27th  of  April  lad,  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  but 
that  the  independence  of  the  legiflature  of  this  king- 
dom, both  as  to  internal  and  external  objedls,  will  be 
inviolably  maintained.'*  This  motion  was  m.eant  as  an 
explicit  declaration  of  the  total  independence  of  the  Irifh 
legiflature  on  that  of  Great  Britain  in  all  cafes  whatfo- 
ever, and  pailed  without  a  negative.     Thus  have  the 

S  3  patriots 
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1^82,  patriots  of  Ireland,  by  their  judicious,  ileady,  and  tem- 
perate conduct,  made  the  war  with  the  United  States  of 
America  fublervient  to  the  eftabiifhing  of  their  own  in- 
dependency without  bloodfhed  and  devaflaticn.  Had 
rights  fomewhat  fimilar  to  thofe  which  were  conceded  to 
them,  been  early  granted  to  the  Americans,  the  union 
of  the  latter  with  the  mother  country  had  been  conti- 
nued ;  and  the  enormous  expences  of  war,  and  all  its 
concomitant  miferies  been  avoided.  When  the  duke  of 
Portland  put  an  end  to  the  fefiion  on  the  27  th  of  July, 
he  obferved  to  both  houfes  with  fatisfadion,  that  they 
had  provided  for  the  impartial  and  unbialled  adminiflra- 
tion  of  juftice,  by  the  a6t  for  fecuring  the  independence 
of  the  judges ;  that  they  had  adopted  one  of  the  mod 
effedlual  fecurities  of  Britifh  freedom,  by  limiting  the 
mutiny  a6t  in  point  of  duration  j  that  they  had  fecured 
that  mofl  invaluable  of  all  hum.an  bleifings,  the  perfonal 
liberty  of  the  fubje6l,  by  paffing  the  habeas  corpus  ad; 
and  that  they  had  cheriilied  and  enlarged  the  wife  prin- 
ciples of  toleration,  and  made  confiderable  advances  in 
aboliiliing  thofe  diftindlions  which  had  too  long  impeded 
the  progrefs  of  induilry,  and  divided  the  nation. 

While  m.eafures  were  purfuing  for  eftablifning  har- 
mony between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  adminiflration 
applied  themfelves  to  the  perfe6ling  of  thofe  plans  of 
ceconomy  and  reform,  for  the  execution  of  which  they 
were  pledged  to  the  public.  The  bills  for  difqualifying 
revenue  officers  from  voting  in  the  eleftion  of  members 
of  parliament,  and  for  rendering  contra6lors  incapable 
of  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  pafTed  the  lower 
houfe  after  a  feeble  oppofition  -,  and  though  ftrenuoufly 

combated 
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combated  in  the  upper,  v;ere  carried  by  very  large  ma-  ^7^2, 
jorities,  and  received  the  royal  aflfent. 

Mr.  Burke,  while  the  bills  were  pending,  brought 
forward  afrefn  the  great  plan  of  reform  in  the  civil  lift 
expenditure,  which  he  had  fubmitted  to  parliament  two 
years  before.  This  obje6r,  in  which  were  combined  the 
principles  of  future  ceconomy  and  the  abolition  of  great 
influence  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  was  introduced 
by  a  mefTage  from  the  king.  In  the  beginning  of  May, 
Mr.  Burke  was  called  to  the  chair  of  the  committee,  and 
was'  directed  to  move  the  houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  to  enable  his  majefty  to  pay  off  the  debt  on  the 
civil  lifi:,  to  prevent  the  like  in  future,  and  to  carry  into 
a  law  the  retrenchments  which  his  majefty  had  gracioufly 
proposed  to  make  in  his  houfehold.  A  number  of  offices, 
ufually  held  by  members  of  parliament,  were  aboliftied; 
and  the  annual  faving  ariung  from  the  reform,  which 
would  be  yearly  increafing,  amounted  to  72,368!.  He 
apologized  for  the  bills  not  being  more  extenfive ;  and 
engaged  to  obey  their  call,  whenever  it  appeared  to  be 
the  general  fenfe  of  die  houfe  and  of  the  people,  that 
he  fhould  undertake  and  go  through  v/ith  a  more  com- 
plete fyftem  of  reform. 

The  gentleman's  m^agazine  for  May,  gives  you  in  the  May 
hiftorical  chronicle  under  Monday  6,  the  particulars  of 
the  reform ;  and  immediately  under  it  the  following  ex- 
traordinary article  of  reform  in  the  houfe  of  commons— 
This  day  the  entry  on  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  of  the  17th  of  February,  1769,  importing, 
*'  that  John  Wilkes  efq;  was  judged  incapable  of  fitnng  in 
that  houfe,"  was,  on  miOtion,  ordered  to  be  expunged,  115 
to  47. — Thus  has  Mr.  Wilkes  triumiphed  at  iaft  in  the 

S  4  cafe. 
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•1722.  cafe  of  the  Middlefex  eledion,  after  a  long  fuccefTioit 
of  annual  defeats.  Mr.  Burke's  reforming  bill  was  fol- 
lowed by  another  for  the  regulation  of  his  own  office. 
The  principal  obje6l  of  it  was,  to  prevent  the  pofllbihty 
of  any  balance  accumulating  in  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
inafler  general,  which,  he  faid,  had  fometimes  amounted 
to  the  enormous  fum  of  a  million  of  pounds,  the  inte- 
refl  of  which  would  be  annually  f:ived  to  the  public. 
He  alfo  Hated,  that  as  treafurer  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  he 
enjoyed  the  profits  arifing  froir.  the  clothing  of  the  pen- 
fioners.  The  profits  of  the  contra6t  had  ufually 
amounted  to  700 1.  per  annum  -,  but  by  a  bargain  he  had 
made  with  a  contractor,  who  was  not  a  member  of  par- 
liament, it  would  amount  to  600 1.  more.  This  fum 
of  1300I.  a  year,  he  meant  to  refign  his  claim  to,  and 
to  appropriate  it  to  fome  public  fervice. 

The  fubje6l  of  a  reform  in  the  conftitution  of  parlia- 
ment was  not  wholly  abandoned  ;  but  was  brought  again 
before  the  houfe  by  Mr.  William  Pitt,  who  moved— 
*'  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  reprefentation  in  parliament,  and  to  report 
to  the  houfe  their  fentiments  thereon."  A  long  debate 
enfued,  and  was  ably  fupported  by  gentlemen  on  each 
fide  the  quefiion ;  but  on  a  divifion  the  motion  was  re- 
je6led  by  a  majority  of  161  to  141. 

While  tire  parliament  was  thus  employed,  the  miniilry 
were  not  inattentive  to  the  great  objedl  of  the  nation's 
defire,  the  refroration  of  peace  ;  which  was    fo  far  in 
il      train,    that  on  the    lil  of  July  a  communication  was 
•opened  between  Dover  and  Calais,  and  four  Britifh  and 
Your  French  veiTels  were  appointed  to  fail  alternately  from 
'€ach  port.     But  die  day  was  rendered  much  more  me- 
morable 
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hiorable  by  the  death  of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  i^gj. 
whofc  health  had  been  gradual!}'"  declining,  and  at  length 
.funk  under  the  increafing  weight  of  public  cares  and 
'bufinefs.     This  event  occafioned  various  changes  in  the 
adminillration.     The  earl  of  Shelburnc  was  appointed 
the    marquis's  fuccefTor    in   the   treafury.     Tord  John 
I  Cavendifh  and  Mr.  Fox  foon  after  refigned  their  offices, 
and  were  followed  by  the  duke  of  Portland  and  others. 
Mr.  William  Pitt  was  made  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer: Mr.  T.  Townfhend  and  lord  Grantham  fecretaries 
of  ftate.     Lord  Shelburne  having  occafion  to  fpeak  on 
the  fubjedl  of  the  independence  of  America  on  the  loth, 
faid,  "  that  his  opinions  were  ftill  the  fame ;  but  cir- 
cumfiances  had  changed,  and  he  now  faw  it  was  become 
,a  neceflary  evil,  to  which  his  country  muft  fubmit  to 
avoid  a  greater."     On  the  nth,  his  majefly  went  to  the   ,j 
houfe  of  peers,  and  by  his  royal  fpeech  put  an  end  to. 
the  feilion. 

The  fuccefles  of  the  Britifli  in  the  Eall:  and  Weft 

Indies  and  in  Europe,  which  were  known  long  before 

ithe  rifmg  of  parliament,  were  favorable  circumftances, 

and  tended  to  give  (lability  to  adminiftration,  by  the 

public  fatisfa6tion  they  produced.     We  lliall  now  enter 

'Upon  their  narrative. 

The  Dutch  garrifon  of  Negapatam  was  reinforced  by 
a  large  detachment  of  Hyder  Ally's  troops,  before  the 
Englifh  company's  appeared  upon  the  coail  of  Coro-' 
mandel.     Major  gen.   Monro   landed  on    the   sill  of 
06tober,  and  then  took  the  command  of  them.     He 
was  followed  by  the  v^'hole  corps  of  marines  from  adm.. 
Hughes's  fleet.     By  the  loth  of  November,  the  breach^ 
ing  battery  being  ready,  and  opening  at  day  light,  the 

garrifon 
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178^.  gi^rrifon  foon  demanded  a  parley  and  capitulated.  They 
confifled  of  8000  men  -,  500  were  European  regulars 
and  militia.  On  die  2d  of  January  the  admiral  failed 
from  Negapatam  roads,  and  on  the  4th  arrived  at 
Trincomale  bay.  The  next  day  all  the  troops  were  dif- 
embarked  and  landed  before  dark.  The  feamen  and 
marines  immediately  formed,  and  pufhing  through  the 
gateway  made  themfeives  maftcrs  of  the  fort,  while  the 
governor  was  drawing  up  a  capitulation.  The  only  re- 
maining force  was  a  fort  en  the  top  of  a  high  hill,  which 
commanded  the  harbour  and  had  an  open  communica- 
tion with  the  ftiips.  The  commander  refufmg  to  fur- 
render,  a  ftorming  party  of  feamen  and  marines  affaulted 
and  carried  it  on  the  morning  of  the  nth,  with  little 
lofs.  Upon  the  furrender  of  Negapatam,  Hyder  Ally's 
troops  evacuated  all  the  forts  and  ftrong  pofts  they  held 
in  die  Tanjore  country.  This  intelligence  how^ever  was 
fomewhat  damped  by  the  news  received  from  Bombay 
at  the  Eaft  India  lioufe  on  the  28th  of  Augult,  being 
an  account  of  an  adion  on  the  17  th  of  Feb.  between 
Sir  Edward  Hughes  and  Monf.  de  Suffrein,  in  which 
leveral  of  the  Britifn  lliips  fufFered  conuderably. 

When  the  feafon  for  naval  a6lion  in  the  European  part 
of  the  world  approached,  great  threats  were  held  out  of  the 
mighty  effecls  to  be  produced  by  a  combination  of  the 
whole  marine  force  of  France,  Spain  and  Holland.  It 
was  therefore  an  objed  of  the  iirll  importance  to  Great 
Britain  to  prevent  fuch  combination,  by  keeping  that 
watch  upon  the  Dutch  fieet  which  would  difable  them 
from  penetrating  the  channel  in  their  way  to  Breft,  the 
appointed  place  of  rendezvous,     A  plan  of  operation, 

princi- 
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principally  defenfive^  v/as  concerted  by  the  new  admi-i^S2.^ 
ralty,  which  had  been  juft  fornned. 

While  the  reft  of  the  fleet  v/as  preparing,  adm.  Bar- April 
rington  failed  from  Portfmouth  for  the  Bay,  with  12  fail  ^^* 
of  tlie  line.  On  the  20th  a  fleet  was  difcovered,  and 
the  flgnal  for  general  chafe  inftandy  thrown  out.  The 
Foudroyant,  capt.  Jarvis,  being  a  prime  failer,  fo  far 
outftripped  the  reft,  that  when  night  came  on,  with  hazy 
and  blowing  weather,  he  foon  loft  them  entirely  j  but 
he  kept  a  full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  purfued  them 
with  unremitting  vigor.  The  chafed  fleet  conflfted  of 
18  fail,  laden  with  ftores  and  conveying  a  conflderable 
nuniber  of  troops,  for  the  fupply  and  reinforcement  of 
the  French  fleet  and  forces  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  They 
had  failed  from  Breft  only  the  day  before,  and  were  under 
the  prote6tion  of  the  Protedleur  and  Pegafe  of  74  guns 
each,  L'Adionare  of  64,  but  armed  en  fiiite^  and  a  fri- 
gate. The  convoy  was  difperfed  by  fignal,  and  the  two 
French  74  guns  fl:iips  having  coniulted,  it  was  agreed, 
tliat  as  the  Protedeur  had  a  large  quantity  of  money  on 
board,  ftie  ftiould  make  the  beft  of  her  way ;  and  that 
if  fio-htins  v;as  inevitable,  the  Pe<3;afe  fliould  abide  the 
eonfequences.  A  litde  before  one  in  the  morning  capt. 
Jarvis  came  up  with  and  clofely  engaged  her.  The 
a6lion  Vv^as  fierce  while  it  lafted,  but  within  lefs  than  an 
hour  the  Pegafe  was  compelled  to  farrender.  Soon  after 
day  light,  the  Qiieen  man  of  war  cajne  in  fight  and 
took  upon  her  the  charge  of  the  difablcd  captured  fliip. 
The  Queen  and  Foudroyant  foon  loft  flght  of  each  other 
in  a  hard  gale  which  enfucd.  The  next  day  a  large 
man  of  war  appeared  in  fight  of  the  Queen.  The  cap- 
tain, Maitland,  foon  purfued;  and  after  a  chafe  of  14 
3  hours 
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17^2*  hours  came  up  in  the  night  vv^ith  the  French  fhip.  She 
received  his  broadride,  returned  hers,  and  then  ftruck 
her  colours.  She  proved  to  be  the  Adlionaire;  and  was 
a  valuable  prize  having  a  great  quantity  of  naval  ord-, 
nance  flores  on  board,  befide  wine,  rum,  provifions,  and 
feveral  chefts  of  money.  Ten  large  tranfports  and  a 
fchooner,  befide  the  men  of  war,  were  taken.  The  bad 
weather  obliged  Harrington  to  finifh  his  fuccefsful  cruife 
by  returning  to  Bi-itain  toward  the  clofe  of  the  month. 

The  naval  force  of  France  and  Spain  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  foon  after  the  reduction  of  St.  Kitt's,  amounted 
to  Go  Hiips  of  the  line;  and  their  land  forces  when 
joined  would  have  formed  a  confiderable  army.  Jamaica 
had  no  more  than  ^\yi  incomplete  battalions  of  regular 
troops  and  the  militia  of  the  ifland  to  defend  it ;  and  there- 

Feb.    f<^re  in  cafe  of  an  attack  muft  have  been  foon  fubdued. 

^9'  The  arrival  of  Sir  George  P.odney  with  11  fail  of  the 
line  at  Barbadoes,  and  his  fubfequent  jun6lion  with  Sir 
Samuel  Hood's  fquadron,  together  with  the  arrival  of 
three  fhips  of  the  line  from  Great  Britain  a  few  days 
after,  v;as  providentially  dengned  for  the  prefervation  of 
Jamaica. 

The  firil  object  with  Sir  George  was  to  intercept  the 
convoy  that  failed  from  Breft  in  February  ^  and  which 
was  defigned  to  fupply  the  failure  of  that  which  was 
attacked  by  adm.  Kem.penfelt.  Rodney  difpofed  of  his 
capital  lliips  in  a  line  to  the  windward  of  the  French  I 
iflands,  and  formed  a  line  of  frigates  ftill  further  to 
windv/ard.  But  the  French  convoy,  by  making  the  p 
iCand  of  Defiada  to  the  northward,  getting  to  the  lee- 
ward of  die  Britifh  fleet,  and  keeping  clofe  in  under  the 
land  of  Guadaloupe  and  Dominique,  had  the  addrefs  to 

efcaDC- 
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efcape  the  danger,  and  to  arrive  {:i{Q  in  Fort  Royal  bay,  ^7^2. 
where  they  found  the  count  de  GralTe.  2^^ ' 

Sir  George  Rodney,  on  finding  himfelf  difappolnted, 
returned  to  St.  Lucie  3  there  to  retit;  take  in  a  fupply  of 
water,  ftores  and  provifions ;  and  keep  a  ftridl  watch 
with  his  frigates  on  the  rnoveiTients  of  the  French  la 
Fort  Royal  bay.  The  objedls  of  the  hoftile  comnaan- 
ders  were  not  lefs  oppofite  than  their  interclb.  It  was 
the  bufinefs  and  defign  of  de  GraiTe  to  avoid  fighting, 
till  he  had  formed  a  jun6lion  with  the  Spanilh  fleet  under 
don  Solano  at  Hifpaniola.  On  the  other  fide,  the  fal- 
vation  of  the  Weft  Indies,  with  the  whole  fortune  and 
hope  of  the  war,  depended  upon  Rodney's  preventing 
the  junction,  or  bringing  on  a  clofe  and  decifive  engage- 
ment with  de  Graffe  before  it  took  place.  The  Britifh 
fleet  at  St.  Lucie  amounted  to  ^^  ihips  of  the  line :  the 
force  under  de  GraiTe  at  Martinico  to  34,  befide  two  ihips 
of  the  line  armed  en  JIule,  and  two  fifty-fours,  the  firfl 
wer©  not  in  either  engagement  -,  and  the  lad  if  prefent 
aded  only  as  frigates.  The  French  fleet,  befide  a  full 
■compliment  of  feamen,  had  5500  land  forces  on  board. 
The  Ville  de  Paris  of  no  guns,  de  Grafl^e's  own  Ihip, 
carried  not  lefs  than  1300  men  including  foidiei-s.  The 
French  74*s  carried  900  men  each.  Their  m.etal  is 
always  heavier  than  that  of  the  Britilh,  in  equal  rates : 
but  feveral  of  their  Inips  were  in  very  indifiTerent  con- 
dition. The  Britifh  had  five  90  gun  fnips,  which  was 
their  higkeft  rate ;  and  the  French  had  eight  of  84  and 
80  guns  each,  befide  the  Ville  de  Paris.  The  compa- 
rative balance  of  the  force  on  both  fides  was  tolerably 
even;  and  contending  fleets  do  not  often  meet  upon 
more  equal  terms.     The  van  of  the  'Qiliiih  was  com- 

inanded 


s. 
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17S2.  manded  by  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  the  cerxtre  by  Sir  George 
Rodney,  and  the  rear  by  adm.  Francis  Drake.  The 
three  divifions  of  the  French  Heet  v,/ere  under  count  de 
Graffe,  Monf.  de  Vaudreuil,  and  Monf.  de  Bougain- 
ville. 

April  The  French  fleet  began  to  turn  out  of  Fort  Hoyal 
harbour  by  break  of  day,  with  a  great  convoy  under 
their  protedion,  ail  bound  to  leeward  and  intending  w 
fall  down  to  the  French  or  Spanifn  ports  in  Hifpaniola. 
De  Grafie,  that  he  might  avoid  any  encounter  on  his 
pafTage,  meant  to  keep  clofe  in  under  the  iOands,  till 
he  had  eluded  the  purfuit  of  the  Britifb.  But  their  de- 
parture from  the  bay,  and  movements,  were  fo  fpeedily 
communicated  by  fignals  from  the  frigates,  and  the 
Britifh  fleet  w^as  in  fuch  excellent  preparation,  that  all 
the  fhips  were  clear  of  Grofs  Ifiet  Bay  by  noon,  and 
purfued  with  the  utmoil  expedition ;  fo  that  die  French 
faved  only  a  few  hours,  by  being  mailers  of  the  ;ime 
of  departure.  The  Britifli  gained  fight  of  them  under 
Dominique  at  nighty  and  afterward  regulated  the  pur- 
fuit by  fi  gnals. 

Count  de  GrafTe  form.ed  the  line  of  battle  to  wind- 
ward early  the  next  morning ;  and  thereby  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  his  convoy  for  proceeding  on  their  courfe, 
while  he  remained  to  abide  the  confequcnces.  While 
the  count  had  v/ind  enough  for  thefe  movements  by 
being  further  advanced  toward  Guadaloupe,  the  Britifh 
fleet  lay  becalmed  under  the  high  lands  of  Dominique. 
The  breeze  at  length  reached  the  van  of  the  latter ;  and 
the  fhips  began  to  clofe  with  the  French  centre,  while 
their  own  centre  and  rear  were  flill  becalmed.  If  de 
GraiTe  could  have  avoided  an  en.eag;ement,  it  mufl  be 

thought 
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thought  that  the  profpe-Sc  of  falling  with  his  whole  weight  ^1^^* 
upon  and  entirely  cm  filing  one  third  of  his  enemy '4 
force,  was  too  tempting  to  be  refilled.  The  action 
commenced  about  q  o'clock.  The  attack  was  lead  bv  ^ 
the  Royal  Oak,  and  feconded  by  the  Alfred  and  the 
Montague,  The  whole  divifion  was  in  a  few  minutes 
clofely  engaged,  and  for  more  than  an  hour  was  ex- 
ceedingly preiTed  by  the  fuperiority  of  the  French.  The 
Barfleur,  Sir  S.  Hood's  own  ihip,  had  at  times  feven, 
and  generally  three  fhips  firing  upon  her :  none  of  the 
divifion  efcaped  encountering  a  difproportionate  force. 
The  firm  and  effedual  refiilance,  with  which  they 
fuftained  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy's  fuperiority,  was 
to  the  highelt  degree  glorious.  At  length  the  leading 
iliips  of  the  centre  were  enabled  to  come  up  to  their 
affiftance.  Thefe  were  foon  followed  by  Sir  G.  Rodney 
in  the  Form.idable,  with  his  feconds  the  Namur  and  the 
Duke,  all  of  90  guns :  they  made  and  fupported  a  mofl 
trem.endous  fire.  The  gallantry  of  a  French  captain  of 
a  74  gun  £hip  in  the  rear^  who  having  backed  his  main- 
top-fail, fleadiiy  received  and  bravely  returned  the  fire 
of  thefe  three  great  fhips  in  fucceffion,  without  in  the 
leaft  changing  his  flation,  excited  the  applaufe  and  ad- 
miration of  his  enemies.  The  coming  up  of  thefe  fe- 
yeral  fhips  of  the  centre  divifion,  induced  the  French 
commander  to  change  the  nature  of  the  adion,  that  fo 
it  might  not  becomic  decifive.  He  kept  at  fuch  a 
diftance  during  the  remainder  of  the  engagement,  as 
evidenced  an  intention  of  difabling  the  Britilh  fhips 
without  any  confiderable  hazard  on  his  own  fide.  This 
kind  of  firing  produced  as  much  effedl  as  the  difcance 
would  admit,  and  was  well  fupported  by  both  parties 

for 
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178a.  for  an  hour  and  three  quarters  longer;  during  all  which 
time,  the  reft  of  the  Britiih  Reet  was  held  back,  by  the 
calms  and  baffling  winds  under  Dominique.  About 
twelve  o'clock,  the  remaining  ihips  of  the  Britifh  centre 
came  up,  and  the  rear  was  clofing  the  line :  on  which 
de  Grade  withdrew  his  fleet  from  the  action,  and  evaded 
all  the  eiforts  of  the  Britifh  commanders  for  its  renewal. 
The  French  fliips  received  much  m.ore  damage  than  their 
own  fire  produced.  Two  of  them  were  obliged  to  quit 
the  fleet  and  put  into  Guadaloupe,  which  reduced  die 
count's  line  to  32  fhips.  On  the  Britifti  fide  the  Royal 
Oak  and  the  Montague  fufi^red  extremely ;  but  were 
capable  of  being  repaired  at  fea,  fo  as  not  to  be  under 
the  neceffity  of  quitting  the  fleet. 

The  Britifh  fleet  lay  to  at  night  to  repair  damages? 
and  the  following  day  was  principally  fpent  in  refitting, 
in  keeping  the  wind,  and  in  tranfpofing  the  rear  and  the 
van,  as  the  former  (not  having  been  engaged)  was  ne- 
ceffarily  fitter  for  the  aftive  fervice  of  that  divifion. 
Both  fleets  kept  turning  up  to  vvindward,  in  the  channel 
which  feparates  the  iflands  of  Dominique  and  Guada- 
loupe. 

On  the  nth  the  French  had  weathered  Guadaloupe, 
and  gained  fuch  a  diflance,  that  the  body  of  their  fl.eet 
could  only  be  defcried  from  the  mafl-heads  of  the  Bri- 
tifh centre;  and  all  hope  of  Sir  G.  Rodney's  coming 
^ip  with  themi  feemed  to  be  at  an  end.  In  this  critical 
ftate  of  things,  one  of  the  French  fliips,  which  had 
fufFered  in  the  action,  was  perceived,  about  noon,  to  fall 
off  confiderably  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet  to  leeward. 
This  fu>-ht  produced  fignals  from  the  Bridili  admiral  for 
a  crenq-al  chafe  j  which  was  fo  vigorous,  that  the  Aga- 
memnon, 
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memnon,  and  fomc  others  of  the  headmoft  of  the  Britifh  i?^^- 
line,  were  coming  up  fo  faft  with  this  fhip,  that  Ihe 
would  afluredly  have  been  cut  off  before  evening,  had 
not  her  fignais  and  evident  danger,  induced  de  Grafle 
to  bear  down  with  his  whole  fleet  to  her  afliflance.  This 
movement  made  it  impoffible  for  the  French  to  avoid 
fighting.  Thepurfuing  Britifh  fhips  fell  back  into  their 
llation  ;  a  clofe  line  was  formed  ]  and  fuch  manoeuvres 
pradllfed  in  the  night,  as  were  necefTary  to  preferve 
things  In  their  prefent  ftate,  and  as  might  pofTibly  pro- 
duce cafual  advantage.  The  French  alfo  prepared  for 
battle  with  the  greateft  refolution. 

The  fcene  of  aclion  lay  between  the  iflands  of  Gua- 
daloupe,  Dominique,  the  Saints  and  Marigalante ;  and 
was  bounded  both  to  windward  and  leeward  by  danger- 
ous fhores.  The  hoftile  fleets  met  upon  oppofite  tacks. 
The  battle  commenced  about  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  /^.^ 
and  was  continued  with  unremitting  fury  until  near  the 
fame  hour  in  the  evening.  Adm.  Drake's  divifion  led, 
and  with  much  gallantry  received  and  returned  the  fiie 
of  the  whole  French  line ;  whofe  guns  were  pointed  fo 
little  to  the  hulls,  or  fo  illy  ferved,  that  Drake*s  leading 
Ihip,  the  Marlborough,  had  only  three  men  killed  and 
fixteen  wounded  by  receiving  the  firfl:  fire  of  twenty- 
three  of  their  flilps.  The  Eritlfli  as  they  came  up, 
ranged  flowly  along  the  French  line,  and  clofe  under 
their  lee.  Being  fo  near  every  £hot  took  effect s  and  the 
French  fhips  being  fo  full  of  men,  the  carnage  in  them 
was  prodigious.  The  Formidable,  adm.  Rodney's  fhip^ 
fired  near  eighty  .broadfides,  and  it  m^ay  be  thought  fhc 
was  not  Angular.  The  French  (tood  and  returned  this 
dreadful   fire   with    the   utmoft   firmnefs.      Each   fid^ 
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1782;  fo'^ig^">t3  as  if  the  honor  and  fate  of  their  country  were 
flaked  on  the  ifTue  of  the  day. 

Between  twelve  and  one  Sir  G.  Rodney  in  the  For- 
midablCj  with  his  feconds  the  Namur  and  the  Duke, 
and  immediately  fupported  by  the  Canada,  bore  diredly 
and  with  full  fail  athwart  the  French  line,  and  fuccefs- 
fully  broke  through^  about  three  fhips  fhort  of  the 
centre,  where  count  de  Grafle  commanded  in  the  Ville 
de  Paris.  Being  followed  and  fupported  by  the  remain- 
der of  his  divifion,  and  wearing  round  clofe  upon  the 
enemy,  he  effe6i:ual]y  feparated  their  line.  This  bold 
pufh  proved  decifive.  The  French  however  continued 
to  fight  with  the  utmioft  bravery,  and  the  battle  lafled 
till  fun-fet. 

The  moment  that  Rodney  wore,  he  th.rew  out  a  fignal 
for  the  van  to  tack.  Drake  infiantly  complied;  and 
thus  the  Britilli  fieet  gained  the  wind  of  the  French, 
and  completed  their  general  confufion.  Their  van  en- 
deavoured to  re-efiablifn  the  line,  but  with  no  fuccefs ; 
and  their  rear  was  fo  entirely  routed,  that  no  hope  re- 
mained of  recoverinc-  its  order.  Hood's  divifion  had 
been  long  becalm^ed  and  kept  out  of  adion ;  but  his 
leading  fliips  and  part  of  his  centre,  as  far  at  leaft  as  the 
Barfleur  which  he  commanded  himfelf,  came  up  at  this 
junfture,  and  fervcd  to  render  the  victory  more  decifive 
on  the  one  fide,  and  the  ruin  greater  on  the  other,  while 
each  afrbrded  inftances  of  the  utmOiL  courage. 

Captain  Inglefield,  in  the  Centaur  of  74  guns,  came 
up  from  the  rear  to  the  attack  of  the  C^hv  of  74 
alio.  Both  fhips  were  frefli  and  fought  bravely:  but 
when  the  French  captain  had  evidently  bv  far  the  worfl 
of  the  combat,  he   difdained   yieldino;.     Three   other 

fiiips 
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jfhips  came  up  fucceiTively ;  and  he  bore  to  be  torn  ^l^^* 
almod;  to  pieces  by  their  fire.  His  fortitude  was  in- 
flexible. His  enfign  ftaff  being  (hot  away,  he  ordered 
his  colours  to  be  nailed  to  the  mail  -,  and  his  death  only 
could  end  the  conteft.  When  the  Csefar  ftruck,  the 
mail  went  overboard  and  there  was  not  a  foot  of  canvafs 
without  a  fnot  hole.  The  captain  of  the  Glorieux  did , 
not  yield  till  allhis  mads  were  fliot  away,  and  the  fliip 
was  unable  to  make  any  defence.  Captain  Cornwallis 
in  the  Canada  of  74  guns  vanquifhedthe  French  Hedlor 
of  the  fam.e  force ;  but  inilead  of  taking  poffefTion  of 
her,  left  her  to  be  pickt  up  by  a  frigate^  and  pufi:ied  on 
to  the  Viile  de  Paris. 

Count  de  GrafTe  was  nobly  fupported,  even  after  the 
line  was  broken  ^  and  until  the  diforder  and  confufion 
became  irreparable  toward  the  evening.  His  rwo  fe- 
eonds,  the  Languedoc  and  Couronne,  were  particularly 
diilinguiflied  :  the  former  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken, 
in  her  lad  efforts  to  extricate  him.  The  Diadem,  a 
French  74,  went  down  by  a  fingle  broadfide,  in  a  ge- 
nerous exertion  to  five  him.  His  fhip,  the  Ville  de 
Paris,  after  being  already  much  battered,  was  clofeiy 
laid  athwart  by  the  Canada,  and  in  a  defperate  adlioa 
of  near  two  hours  was  reduced  almofl  to  a  wreck.  De 
Graife  appeared  to  prefer  finking,  rather  than  flrike  to 
any  thing  under  a  flag :  he  might  however  confider  the 
fatal  effcdts  which  the  (Iriking  of  his  flag  would  pro- 
duce in  the  reft  of  the  fieet.  Other  fljips  came  up  in 
the  heel  of  the  aflion  with  the  Canada  i  but  he  ftill 
held  oiit.  At  length  Hoed  in  the  Barfieur  approached 
him  juft  at  fun-fet,  and  poured  in  a  moit  deftruiftjve 
ftre.     The  count  however  wifliing  to  fignalize  as  much 
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i7S2.as  poflible,  the  lofs  of  fo  fine  and  favorite  a  fhip,  efl- 
diired  the  repetition  of  it  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
longer,  when  he  ftruck  his  flag  to  the  Barfleur,  and  fur- 
rendered  himfelf  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood.  It  is  faid,  that 
at  the  time  there  were  but  three  men  left  alive  and  un- 
hurt on  the  upper  deck,  and  diat  the  count  was  one  of 
the  three. 

The  Ca^far  was  unfortunately  fet  on  fire,  and  blev/  up 
in  the  night  of  the  action.  A  lieutenant  and  50  Bridfh 
feamen  perifhed  with  about  400  prifoners.  The  Ardent 
of  64  guns,  taken  from  the  Britifh  by  D'Orviiliers  in 
■tlie  channel,  was  now  retaken. 

Tlic  advantage  of  clofe  fighdng  with  Britifh  Hiips  and 
fe^men  was  never  more  happily  exemplified.  The  num- 
*ber  of  the  French  (lain  in  this  engagement,  and  that  of 
the  ninth,  is  computed  at  3000  5    of  the  wounded  at 

"near  double,  llie  computation  is  the  more  probable 
as  upward  of  400  were  killed  on  board  the  Ville  de 
Paris,  and  between  2  and  300  in  feveral  French  fliips 
iingly.  The  French  fleet  in  general  was  little  lefs  than 
ruined.  The  fmall  fuperiority  of  Britifh  fhips  in  point 
of  number  contributed  nothing  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
day,  as  more  of  Hood's  divifion  than  that  difference 
amounted  to,  were  prevented  coming  into  adion  thi-ough 

■thev/ant  of  wind.  Tlie  whole  lofs  of  the  Britifh,  killed 
and  v/ounded  in  die  two  actions,  is  ftated  only  at  1050, 
of  which  253  were  Jcilled  on  the  fpot.  Capt.  Blair  of 
the  Anfon,  who  liad  the  year  before  difbnguiflied  him- 

-lelf  in  the  action  under  adm.  Hyde  Parker,  was  fiain| 
The  lofs  of  lord  Robert  Manners,  fon  of  the  late  mar- 

-quis  of  Granby,  and  brodier  to  the  duke  of  Rudand, 

■  was  univerfally  lamientcd.     FIc  had   performed  many 

brilliant 
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brilliant  a6lions  during  the  war,  in  the  Refolution  0(^4^:'^^*' 
truns.     He  was  grievoufly  wounded;  and  was  carried  off 
by  a  locked  jaw  a  few  days  after  the  aclion,  on  his 
pafiage  to  Great  Britain. 

Thirty-fix  chefts  of  money,  deftined  to  the  pay  and 
fubfiftence  of  the  troops  in  the  defigned  attack  on  Jamai- 
ca, were  found  in  the  Ville  de  Paris.  This  Ihip  had 
been  a  prefent  from  the  city  of  Paris  co  Lewis  XV.  in 
that  fallen  flate  of  the  French  marine,  which  prevailed 
toward  the  clofe  of  the  former  v/ar.  No  pains  or  ex- 
pence  were  feared,  to  render  the  gift  worthy  of  that  city 
and  of  the  monarch  to  whom  it  was  prefented.  Her 
building  and  fitting  for  fea  is  faid  to  have  cofh  176,000!. 
fterling.  It  was  finguiarly  providential,  that  the  whole 
train  of  artillery,  with  the  battering  cannon,  and  tra- 
velling carriages,  meant  for  the  expedition  againft  Ja- 
maica, were  on  board  the  fliips  now  taken. 

Sir  George  Rodney  brought  to  for  the  night:  while 
the  French  fhips  which  efcaped,  made  off  to  leeward 
with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  and  were  out  of  fight  in  the 
morning.  Some  ran  down  to  the  Dutch  idand  of  Cu- 
ra^oa.  But  the  greater  part  under  Meffrs.  de  Bougain- 
ville and  de  Vaudreuil,  kept  together  and  m^ade  the  beft 
of  their  way  to  Cape  Francois.  Sir  George  attempted 
to  purfue  them  the  next  morning ;  but  the  fleet  was 
becalmed  under  Guadaloupe  for  three  days  fucceffively 
after  the  battle,  Vv^hich  gave  the  French  the  moft  favor- 
able opportunity  of  efcaping.  After  Sir  George  was 
fatisfied,  that  they  were  gone  to  leeward,  he  difpatched 
Sir  Samuel  Hood,  whofe  divifion  had  fuffered  little,  to 
the  weft  end  of  Hifpaniola,  in  hope  drat  he  might  pick 
up  fome  of  their  dilabled  (hips.     Fie  himfelf  followed 

T   ^  wicH 
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17^2' with  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  to  rejoin  Sir  Samuel  off  Cape 
Tiberoon. 

Sir  Samuel  proceeded  v^ith  fuch  difpatch,  that  on  the 
J.  .^  day  after  his  departure,  he  defcried  five  fail  of  French 
19.  velTels  between  Porto  Rico  and  Hifpaniola.  A  general 
chafe  immediately  enfued,  and  continued  feveral  hours, 
when  the  Vahant  and  the  Magnificent  of  74  guns  each, 
came  up  with,  and  after  a  fhort  engagement  took  the 
Jafon  and  Caton  of  64  guns  each,  with  two  frigates:  a 
third  efcaped  by  a  iudden  fliift  of  wind. 

Thus  the  French  loft  eight  fliips  of  the  line  :  fix  were 
in  the  poftefnon  cf  the  Britift],  one  had  been  funk,  and 
the  Csefar  blown  up  after  her  capture.  Four  others  got 
into  Cura^oa,  and  the  French  commanders  were  for 
weeks  totally  ignorant  of  their  fate :  fo  that  no  Icfs  than 
twelve  fail  of  the  line  were  miiTing.  'Count  de  GralTe  ccn- 
fidering  the  extreme  importance  of  the  fervice  in  which 
he  was  employed,  iliould  have  hazarded  a  temporary 
ceniiire  rather  than  have  ventured  the  mioft  diftant  riP^ 
of  the  whole  expedition.  Had  he  flibmitted  to  the  lofs 
of  the  fnip  which  fell  to  leeward,  inftead  of  bearing 
down  to  her  aiTiftance,  the  Britifn  could  not  have  pre- 
vented his  joining  Don  Solano  j  and  the  reduclion  of 
Jamaica  would  have  been  next  to  inevitable.  That 
^  event  muft  have  exalted  his  prudence,  and  have  ftifled 
every  refieclion  that  had  been  pointGd  againft  his  cha- 
ra6ter. 

The  Briiiili  having  joined  off  Cape  Tiberoon,  and 
the  French  having  no  force  to  the  windward,  bir  George 
Rodney  proceeded  with  the  difabled  fliips  and  the  prizes 
to  Jamaica,  as  veil  for  their  repair,  as  the  greater  fecu- 
rity  of  the  iQand,  fnould  the  combined  fleet  ftill  venture 
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6pon  the  profecution  of  their  former  defign.     Sir  S.n^2, 
Hood  was  left  with  about  25  fliips  of  the  line,  to  keep 
the  fea  and  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy. 

When  the  news  of  adm.  Rodney's  viftory  reached 
Great  Britain,  the  joy  it  occafioned  was  cxceffivei  and 
not  without  reafon.  Before  there  was  much  defpon- 
dency.  It  produced  a  fudden  and  unexpected  change 
in  the  fituation  of  the  Britifh  y  and,  at  an  inftant  when 
they  feemed  to  be  nearly  overwhelmed  as  well  as  fur- 
rounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  enemies,  gave  them 
an  additional  weight  as  a  nation,  either  for  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  peace,  or  the  further  profecution  of  the 
war.  The  admiral  was  created  an  Englifh  peer  on  th^ 
19th  of  June,  by  the  title  of  lord  Rodney. 

Upon  the  return  of  adm.  Barrington's  fquadron,  adm.  May 
Kempenfelt  failed  with  8  or  9  fnips  of  the  line  to  fup-  ^* 
ply  their  place  in  the  Bay^  and  upon  intelligence  being 
-received,  that  the  Dutch  were  preparing  to  come  out 
of  the  Texel,  lord  Howe  proceeded  with  a  fquadron  of 
about  a  dozen  Ihips  of  the  line  to  the  coafts  of  Holland. 
The  Dutch  fleet  had  failed,  but  informiation  of  Howe's 
movement  induced  them  to  return  to  the  Texel.  After 
cruifing  near  a  month  on  the  Dutch  coaft,  Howe's  fqua- 
dron growing  very  fickly,  and  the  Dutch  lliowing  no 
difpoiition  to  venture  out,  his  lordlhip  returned  to  Portf- 
mouth,  where  being  joined  by  the  Ihips  from,  the  Bay, 
every  difpatch  was  ufed  in  preparing  xht  fleet  to  oppofe 
the  defigns  of  the  combined  enemy,  who  were  foon  ex- 
pected at  the  mouth  of  the  channel. 

Count  de  Guiclien  had  been  for  fome  time  at  Cadiz, 
from  whence  he  and  Don  Cordova,  with  about  25 
French  and  Spanifli  fhips  of  the  line,  failed  in  the  be- 

T  4  ginning 
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1722*  ginning  of  June.  In  their  progrefs  to  the  northward, 
and  while  expecting  to  be  joined  by  the  fquadrons  from 
Bred  and  oth.^r  portS;,  they  fell  in  with  the  Britifli  out- 

June  ward  bound   Newfoundland  and  Quebec  fleets,  under 

^^*  convoy  of  a  50  gun  fhip  and  fome  frigates.  Eighteen 
of  the  convoy,  laden  chiefly  with  provifions,  were  taken; 
the  Hiips  of  war  with  the  remainder  efcaped. 

The  combined  fleets  being  entire  mafters  of  the  fea> 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Straits  to  Uiliant,  were  able  to 
difpatch  their  outward  bound  convoys,  and  to  receive 
their  homeward  with  the  utmofl:  fafety^  while  the  Britifh 
were  under  no  fmall  apprehenfion  for  a  rich  and  great 
convoy  fjom  Jamaica  under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  with  only 
three  fliips  of  the  line  for  its  protection.     Lord  Howe 

July  failed  from  Ponhriouth  early  in  July,  accompanied  with 
adms.  Barrington,  Sir  J.  L.  Rofs,  and  Kempenfelt. 
Thefe  diftinguifhed  commanders  had  however  only  22 
ihips  of  the  line  to  fupport  their  defigns,  while  the  com-' 
bined  fleets  were  cruifing  about  the  chops  of  the  chan- 
^  ncl,  with  more  than  double  their  force.  Lord  Plowe 
kept  to  the  wcfLward  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to  prote£t 
and  receive  the  Jamaica  fleet,  and  at  the  fam.e  time  to 
avoid  being  forced  into  an  engagement.  By  the  end 
of  July,  Sir  Peter  Parker  arrived  fafe  with  his  convoy, 
bringing  count  de  GraflTe  with  him  in  the  Sandwich  of 

31*  9^  guns.  The  count  landed  at  Portfmouth  on  the  jifl:, 
amid  the  acclamations  of  a  great  concourfe  of  people, 
who  in  that  way  exprefied  their  approbation  of  his 
bravery.  On  the  14th  of  Augufl:,  lord  Howe  with  part 
of  the  fleet  arrived  at  the  fame  port. 

The  protedion  of  the  homeward  bound  Baltic  fleet, 
the  preventing  qf  the  Dutch  from  failing  to  the  fouth- 

wardi 
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wardj  and  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  were  the  grand  naval  '7»»2» 
obje61:s  that  the  Britilh  adminiftration  had  ftili  in  view: 
each  was  of  high  importance.  Several  of  thofe  fhips, 
that  were  in  the  beft  condition  for  fea^  proceeded  to  the 
Downs  to  attend  the  motions  of  the  Dutch ;  while  the 
reft  of  the  fleet  were  in  a  hafty  ftate  of  equipment  at 
Portfmouth,  and  were  replenifhing  their  ftores  for  the 
defigned  expedition  to  Gibraltar.  It  was  found  necef- 
fary  that  the  Royal  George  of  108  guns,  commanded 
by  adm.  Kempenfek,  fhould  receive  a  kind  of  flight 
careen,  and  be  laid  in  a  certain  degree  upon  her  fide, 
while  the  defedls  under  water  occafioning  the  examina- 
tion were  re6tified.  This  operation  in  flill  weather  and 
fmooth  water  is  attended  v,ith  fo  little  difficulty  or  dan- 
ger, that  the  admiral,  captains,  officers  and  crew,  con- 
tinued on  board ;  and  neither  guns,  ftores,  water  or  pro- 
vifions,  were  removed. 

The  bufinefs  was  undertaken  early  in  the  morning,  a  Aug, 
gang  of  carpenters  from  the  dock  attending  for  the  pur-  ^^* 
pofe.  The  fhip  while  on  her  fide  w^s  crowded  with 
people  from  the  fhore,  particularly  women,  thought  to 
be  not  fewer  than  300,  among  whom  were  many  of  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  feamen  and  petty  officers, 
who  were  come  to  fee  their  hufbands  and  fathers.  The 
greateft  part  of  the  crew  was  alfo  on  board.  In  this 
fituation,  about  ten  in  the  morning,  the  admiral  being 
writing  in  his  cabin,  and  moft  of  the  people  happening 
then  to  be  between  decks,  a  fudden  and  unexpeded 
fquall  of  wind  threw  the  ihip  on  her  fide,  and  the  gun- 
ports  being  open,  ffie  filled  with  water  almoft  inftantly, 
and  went  to  the  bottom.     A  vidualler  along  fide  of  her 

was 
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17S2.  was  fwallowed  up  in  the  v/hirlpool,  occafioned  by  the 
plunge  of  fo  vafl  a  body  in  the  water. 

The  admiral^  with  a  number  of  officers,  and  inoft 
of  thofe  betv/een  decks  perifhed.  The  guard,  and  thofc 
who  happened  to  be  along  with  them  on  the  upper* 
deck,  were  in  general  faved  by  tl:ie  boats  of  the  fleet. 
About  70  more  were  iikewife  faved.  It  is  thought  that 
from  900  to  1000  perfons  were  loft.  About  300, 
moftly  of  the  fliips  company,  were  faved.  Capt,  Wag- 
home,  whole  bravery  in  the  North  Sea  under  admiral 
Parker  procured  him  the  command  of  the  fnip,  was 
faved,  though  feverely  bruifed. 

The  lofs  of  the  fhip,  though  the  period  is  critical, 
is  not  to  compare  with  the  lofs  of  the  brave  men  who 
perifned  in  her.  Adm.  Kem.penfelt,  though  near  70 
years  of  age,  is  peculiarly  and  univerfaliy  lamented 
by  the  Britifli.  In  point  of  profeffional  knowledge 
and  judgment,  he  was  deemed  one  of  the  iirft  naval 
officers  in  the  world ;  and  in  the  art  of  manoeuvring 
a  fleet,  he  was  confidered  by  their  greateft  commanders  as 
unrivalled. 

A  letter  from  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  dated  Fort  George, 
Jan.  28,  1782,  was  received  at  lord  Shelburne's  office, 
June  the  4th.  It  relates,  that  after  the  adion  on  the 
I  ft  of  July,  178 1,  Sir  Eyre  marched  to  the  nordiward 
to  form,  ajundiiion  with  the  Bengal  detachm.ent.  It  was 
effe6i:ed  on  the  3d  of  Auguft.  On  the  27th,  Sir  Eyre 
attacked  Hyder  Ally  pofted  with  his  army  in  a  formi- 
dable fituation.  The  conflidl  lafted  from  nine  in  the 
morning  till  near  fun-fet,  when  Sir  Eyre  was  left  in  full 
poiTeiTion  of  the  iield  of  battJe.     His  lofs  on  this  occa- 
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fion  was  heavier  than  on  the  ifl  of  July^  and  that  of  the  ^tSs* 
enemy  lefs.     On  the  27th  of  September,  the  two  armies 
engaged  again  before  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
by  the  evening  Hyder  was  completely  routed.     When 
Sir  Eyre  was  upon  his  return  from  relieving  the  garrifon 
at  Vellore,  Hyder  appeared  in  full  force  on  the  13th  of 
January,  and  by  a  diflant  cannonade  attacked  his  SLrmy 
while  croiTing  a  marlhy  ground.     The  whole  having 
paiTed  the  fwamp,  the  line  was  formed  and  advanced 
upon  the  enemy,  on  which  Hyder  gave  way,  and  re* 
treated  with  precipitation.     The  London  gazette  of  July 
13th,  confirmed  the  account  before  received  of  ihe  fur- 
render  of  the  Bahama  iflands  to  the  arms  of  Spain,  on 
the   8th  of  May,  by   capitulation.     The  fame  day  ad- 
vices were  received  from  capt  Shirley  of  the  Leander^ 
of  his  having  deftroyed  a  French  uore  fliip  off  Senegal, 
valued  at  30,000!.  and  of  his  taking  five  Dutch  forts, 
mounting   together    124  guns,  on  the  coad  of  Africa, 
without  any  other  aiTiftance  than  the  men  belonging  to 
his  own  fhip.     Tov/ard  the   ciofe  of  July,  the  hnglifh 
Ead:  India  Company  received  from  Bom.bay,  advice  of 
Tippoo  Saib's  having  attacked  coL  Braithwaite  on   the 
16th  of  February,  and  obliged   him  to  furrender  v/ith 
all  his  force  two  days  after ;  and  of  the  French  fieet*s 
confifting  of  22  fail,  large  and  fmall,  on  the    19th  of 
February,  in  Pondicherry  road.     Tippoo  Saib's  fuccefs 
has  occafioned  to  the  Engiirii  in  that  quarter,  the  lofs  of 
2000  infantry  and  300  cavalry. 

The  precarious  ftate  of  aliairs  in  the  Eafl  Indies  mufl 
be  a  motive  with  the  Britifh  miniilry  to  aim  at  a  fpeedy 
eilabliihmient  of  peace.     As  the  negotiations  for  it  are 

carrying 
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« 7 ^2,  carrying  on  and  likely  to  be  continued,  my  next  letter 
will  be  from  Paris. 


T 


LETTER      X. 

Roxburyy  Jan,  ^o,   17SJ. 

H  E  bufinefs  of  retaliating  the  execution  of  captain 
Huddy  fhall  begin  the  prefent  letter.  General 
Wafhington  having  made  up  his  mind  on  the  fubje6t, 
,,  wrote  to  brigadier  Hazen  at  Lancafter  in  Fennfylvania, 
3.  on  the  2^  of  May — ^^  You  will  immediately,  on  the 
receipt  of  this,  defignate  by  lot  for  the  above  purpofe 
[of  retaliation]  a  Britiili  captain  who  is  an  unconditional 
prifoner,  if  fuch  an  one  is  in  your  poiTefiion  -,  if  not,  a 
lieutenant  under  the  fame  circumflances,  from  among 
the  prifoners  at  any  of  the  polls  either  ift  Fennfylvania 
or  Maryland.  So  foon  as  you  have  fixed  on  the  perfon, 
■  you  will  fend  him  under  a  fafe  guard  to  Philadelphia. 
I  need  not  mention  to  you  that  every  pofTible  tendernefs, 
that  is  confident  with  the  fecurity  of  him,  fhould  be 
fhown  to  the  perfon  whofe  unfortunate  lot  it  may  be  to 
fuffer."  He  received  about  the  fame  time  from  gen. 
Robertfon  a  letter  of  May  i,  acquainting  him,  that  a 
court-martial  was  appointed  by  Sir  H.  Clinton  for  trying 
the  perfon  complained  of  and  all  his  abettors  in  the 
death  of  Huddy,  and  that  Sir  Henry  had  taken  mea- 
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fures  for  it  before  he  received  any  letter  from  gen.  Walli-  '7^2" 
ington  on  the  fubjed.  Robcrtfon  exprelTed  his  wlfh, 
that  the  war  might  be  carried  on  agreeable  to  the  rules 
which  humanity  has  formed,  and  the  examples  of  the 
politeft  nations  recommended ;  and  propofed  that  they 
fliould  agree  to  prevent  or  punifh  every  breach  of  the 
rules  of  war  within  the  fpheres  of  their  refpedlive  com- 
mands. The  letter  was  accompanied  with  a  number  of 
papers,  ftating  many  a6ls  of  barbarity  committed  by  the 
Americans  j  and  which  had  been  put  into  his  hands  as 
vindications  of  the  enorm>ity  complained  of  by  Wafli- 
ington.  Robertfon  meant  to  prevail  upon  the  latter  to 
defifl:  from  his  purpofe.  Wafhington  however,  in  his 
anfwer  of  May  5,  faid — ^*  So  far  from  receding  from 
that  refolution,  orders  are  given  to  defignate  a  Britilh 
officer  for  retaliation.  But  I  ftill  hope  the  refult  of  your 
court-martial  will  prevent  this  dreadful  alternative." 
After  fincerely  iam.enting  the  cruel  necellity,  which 
alone  could  induce  fo  diRrefiing  a  m^eafure  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  he  allured  the  other  that  he  entertained  his 
wifli  and  acceded  to  his  propofal.  But  to  fome  parts 
of  Robertfon's  letter  he  could  not  refrain  from  anfwer- 
incr — «f  Recrimination  would  beufelefs;  I  forbear  there- 

to 

fore  to  mention  numerous  inftances  which  have ftained  the 
deputation  of  your  arms,  m.arked  the  progrefs  of  this  war 
with  unufual  feverity,  and  difgraced  the  honor  of  human 
nature  itfelf."  When  Wafhington  was  informed  that  capr* 
Afgill  [a  youth  of  nineteen]  had  been  defignated  and  fent ,  ^ 
forward,  he  wrote  to  Flazen  on  the  4th  of  June — "  I  4. 
am  much  concerned  to  find  that  capt.  Afgill  has  been 
fent  on,  notwithfcanding  the  inform.ation  you  had  re- 
ceived of  there  being  two  mconditmal  pvKonen  of  war 

HI 
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r;H2'  in  our  poiTeiTion.  To  remedy  therefore  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  this  miftake,  you  will  be  pieafed  immediately  to 
order,  that  heut.  I'umer,  the  ofHcer  you  mention  to  be 
confined  in  York  jail,  or  any  other  prifoner  v/ho  falls 
Vv'ithia  my  defcnption,  may  be  conveyed  to  Philadel- 
phia, under  the  fame  regulations  and  directions  as  v/ere 
heretofore  given,  that  he  m^ay  take  the  place  of  capr, 
Afgiil."  The  fame  day  he  ordered  col.  Dayton  of  the 
Jerfey  line  to  perm^it  capt.  Ludlow,  Afgili's  friend,  to 
go  into  New  York  with  fuch  reprefentation  as  Afgiil 
would  pleafe  to  make  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton ;  and  begged 
of  him  in  the  meantim.e  to  treat  Afgiil  with  every  tender 
attention  and  politenefs  (confident  with  his  prefent  fitu- 
ation)  which  his  rank,  fortune  and  connexions,  toge- 
ther with  his  unfortunate  (late  demanded.  In  a  fubfe- 
quent  letter  to  the  colonel  he  faid- — "  I  wifli  to  have  the 
young  gentleman  treated  with  all  the  tendernefs  poiiible, 
confiftenr  with  his  prefent  fitaation;"  and  after  that— 
^  I  am  very  willing,  and  indeed  wifn  every  indulgence 
to  be  granted  him  that  is  not  inconfiftent  with  his  per- 
fed  fecurity."  Capt.  Afgiil  writing  to  gen.  Wailiington, 
thus  expreiled  himifslf — ^^  In  confequence  of  your  orders, 
col.  Dayton  was  defirous  of  removing  m.e  ro  camp,  but 
beino-  ill  of  a  fever,  I  prevailed  on  him  to  let  m.e  re- 
main  at  his  quarters  FChathaml  dole  confined,  which 
indulgence  I  hope  v/ill  Tio:  be  difapproved  of.  I  cannot 
conclude  this  letter  without  expreiTing  m.y  gratitude  to 
your  excellency  for  ordering  col.  Dayton  to  favor  me  as 
much  as  my  ficuation  would  admit  of,  and  in  juftice  to 
himi  I  mud  acknowledge  the  feeling  and  attentive  mian- 
ner  in  which  thofe  comm.ands  were  executed."  You 
may  inquire,,  why  was  not  Turner^  or  fgme  other  officer, 

feat 
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fent  on  to  take  the  place  of  AfgUl  ?  It  Is  not  In  my  1782* 
power  to  anfwer. 

Mean  while  the  Britlfh  court-martial  proceeded  on  the 
trial  of  capt.  Richard  Lippincot,  thought  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal in  executing  capt.  Huddy.     When  it  was  finifhed, 
the  proceedings  of  die  court  were  fent  to  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton  by  Sir  Guy  Carleton.     It  appeared  in  the  courfe  of 
the  trial,  that  gov.  Franklin,  the  prefident  of  the  board 
of  aflbciated  loyaliils,  gave  Lippincot  verbal  orders  for 
what  he  did,  and  that  the  fame  were  known  and  agreed 
to  by  feveral  of  the  board,  without  being  exprefsly  op- 
pofed  by  any.     The  board  feemed  defirous  of  excul- 
pating themfelves  wholly,  and  of  leaving  Lippincot  to 
his  fate.     A  paper  was  produced  in  court  as  being  in 
the  hand  writing  of  Mr,  Alexander,  a  miCmber  of  the 
board.     It  micntioned  that  one  of  their  affociates,  Philip 
White,  was  inhumanly  and  wantonly  miUrdered  by  the 
guard  who  were  carrying  him  to  Monmouth  jail.     It 
complained  of  miany  daring  adls  of  cruelty,  perpetrated 
with  impunity  by  a  fet  of  vindidive  rebels,  known  by 
the  defignation  of  MonrdQuth  retaliatorSy  aflbciated  and 
headed   by  one  general  Forman,  whofe  horrid  adls  of 
cruelty  gained  him  univerfally  the  name  of  Black  David. 
It  fet  forthj  that  many  of  their  friends  and  neighbours 
were  butchered  in  cold  blood  under  the  ufurped  form 
of  law,  and  often  without  that  ceremony,  for  no  other 
crime  than  that  of  maintaining  their  allegiance  to  the 
governm.ent  under  which  they  were  born,  audacioufly 
called  by  the  rebels  treafon  againfl  their  flates  \  and  that 
their  alTociators  thought  it  high  time  to  begin  a  retalia- 
tion :  that  they  therefore  pitched  upon  Jofliua  Huddy 
as  a  proper  fubje6l,  he  having  been  a  very  adive  and 

cruel 


28S  THE      HISTORY     OF     THE 

J5782.  cruel  perfecutor  of  their  friends,  and  having  boafted  of 
being  inftrumental  in  hanging  Stephen  Edwards,  the 
firfl  of  their  brethren  who  fell  a  martyr  to  republican 
fury  in  Monnnouth  county.  Huddy,  it  afferted,  tied  the 
knot  and  put  the  rope  about  the  neck  of  that  inoffen- 
five  fufferer.  The  plea  urged  by  the  parties,  who  de- 
fended the  execution  of  Huddy,  was — "  By  a  ftrange 
fatality  the  loyalifts  are  the  only  people  that  have  been 
treated  as  rebels  during  the  unhappy  war,  and  we  are 
conftrained  by  our  fufferings  to  declare,  that  no  efforts 
have  been  made  by  the  government,  under  whofe  pro- 
tection we  wifh  to  live,  to  fave  our  brethren  fi'om  i2;no- 
minious  deaths.  The  rebels  punifh  the  loyalifts,  under 
their  ufual  diftindion  of  prifoners  of  ftate  from  prilbners 
of  war." 

When  the  buHnefs  had  been  fully  and  impartially- 
heard  and  difcuffed,  it  was  finiflied  by  the  following  de^ 
claration — ^^  The  court  having  confidered  the  evidence 
for  and  againft  the  captain,  and  it  appearing  that  (al- 
though Jofnua  Huddy  was  executed  without  proper 
authority)  what  the  prifoner  did,  was  not  the  effe6t  of 
malice  or  ill  will,  but  proceeded  from  a  conviction,  that 
It  was  his  duty  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  affociated  loyalifts,  and  his  not  doubting  their 
having  full  authority  to  give  fuch  orders,  the  court  is 
of  opinion  that  he  is  not  guilty  of  the  murder  laid  to  his 
charge,  and  therefore  acquit  him.*' 

Sir  Guy  Carleton,  in  a  letter  which  accompanied  the 
trial  of  capt.  Lippincot,  declared  in  unequivocal  terms 
to  gen.  Wafhington,  that  notwithftanding  the  acquittal 
of  the  captain,  he  reprobated  the  meafure,  and  gave 
affurances  of  profecuting  a  further  inquiry.    This  changed 

5  ^^^^ 
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tlie  ground  the  general  was  proceeding  upon,  and  placed  1782* 
the  matter  upon  an  extremely  delicate  footing.  Sir  Guy 
charged  him  with  want  of  humanity  in  feledling  a  vi6lim 
from  among  the  Britifh  officers,  Jo  early  as  he  did.  But 
Sir  Guy  ihould  have  confidered,  that  by  the  ufages  of 
war,  and  upon  th^  principles  of  retaliation,  the  general 
would  have  beenjuflified  in  executing  an  officer  of  equal 
rank  with  capt.  Huddy  immediately  upon  receiving 
proofs  of  his  murder,  and  then  informing  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  he  had  done  fo.  The  ground  which  the  gene- 
ral was  proceeding  upon  being  changed,  he  by  a  letter  a  „- 
of  the  19th  of  Auguft  laid  the  whole  matter  before  19- 
congrefs  for  their  diredion.  The  affair  being  put  into 
this  train,  the  general  fent  word  to  col.  Dayton  on  the 
25th,  "  You  will  leave  capt.  Afgill  on  parole  at  Morrif- 
town,  until  further  orders."  The  captain  was  admitted 
to  his  parole  even  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  the  Brililh 
lines.  He  was  indulged  with  a  confidence  yet  more  un- 
limited, by  being  permitted,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
and  the  recreation  of  his  mind,  to  ride  not  only  about 
the  American  cantonment,  but  into  the  furrounding 
country,  for  feveral  miles,  with  his  friend  and  compa^ 
nion,  major  Gordon,  conftantly  attending  him.  Every 
military  chara6ler  mud  fuppofe  that  thefe  indulgences 
flowed  from  the  American  commander  in  chief:  which 
was  the  real  cafe,  and  is  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  inter- 
ference of  count  Rochambeau.  Congrefs  referred  gen. 
Wafhington's  letter  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Britifh 
court  martial  upon  Lippincot  to  a  committee,  who  deli- 
vered in  their  report  on  the  17th  of  Odober.  Ten 
days  before,  Walhington  wrote  in  a  private  letter  to  the  of>. 
fecrerary  at  war^ — ^^  The  cafe  of  capt.  Afgill  is  now  7« 
before  congrefs.  Was  I  to  give  my  private  opinion  re- 
VoL.  lY,  U  fpeding 
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J)^''  fpedling  Afgill,  I  fliould  pronounce  in  favor  of  his  being 
releafed  from  his  dureife ;  and  that  he  Ihould  be  per- 
i^itted  to  go  to  his  friends  in  Europe."  Congrefs  de- 
layed bringing  the  matter  to  an  iffue.  At  length  the 
general  received  a  letter  from  the  count  de  Vergennes, 
dated  the  2eth  of  July,  interceding  for  capt.  Afgill. 
It  was  accompanied  Vv'ith  an  uncommonly  pathetic  one 
from  Mrs.  Afgill,  the  mother,  to  the  count.  Vergennes 
in  the  moft  polite,  humane  and  pov/erful  mianner,  plead- 
ed her  caufe.  "  Your  excellency  (he  laid)  will  not  read 
this  letter  without  being  extremely  affeded  :  it  had  that 
efFed  upon  the  king  and  upon  the  queen,  to  whom  I 
communicated  it.  The  goodnefs  of  their  majefties  hearts 
induces  them  to  dtC^rCy  that  the  inquietudes  of  an  unfor- 
tunate mother  may  be  calmed,  and  her  tendernefs  re- 
affured. — There  is  one  coniideration.  Sir,  which  though 
not  decifive,  m.ay  have  an  influence  upon  your  refolu^ 
tion,  Capt.  Afgill  is  doubtlefs  your  prifoner,  but  he  is 
among  thofe  whom  the  arms  of  the  king  contributed  to 
put  into  your  hands  at  York  Town.  Although  this  cir- 
cumftance  does  not  operate  as  a  fafeguard,  it  hov/ever 
juiHfies  the  intereft  I  permit  myfelf  to  take  in  this  affair. 
—In  feeking  to  deliver  Mr.  Afgill  from  the  fate  which 
threatens  him,  I  am  far  from  engaging  you  to  feek 
another  viclim ;  the  pardon,  to  be  perfediy  fatisfadory, 

Q«     muil  be  entire."     Wafl^iington  fent  copies  of  the  letters, 

25.  with  one  of  his  own  of  the  25th  of  Odober,  to  congrefs. 
On  the  7  th  of  November,  they  "  refolvcd.  That  the 
commander  in  chief  be  and  he  is  hereby  direded  to  fet 
capt.  Afgill  at  liberty."     It  afforded  gen.  Wafliington 

^'ov«  fmgular  pleafure  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  tranfmit  a 
copy  of  this  refolve  to  the  captain  on  the  13th  ;  and  as 
he  fuppofed  tl:e  latter  would  v/ifli  to  go  into  New  York 

as 
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as  loon  as  poilible,  he  fent  with   it  a  pafiport  for  that  ^7^2. 
purpofe.     They  were  accompanied  with  a  letter,  which 
clofed  with — "^  I  cannot  take  leave  of  you.  Sir,  without 
aflliring  you,  that  in   whatever  light  my  agency  in  this 
unpleafing  affair  may  be  viewed,  I  was  never  influenced, 
through   the  whole   of  it,  by  fanguinary  motives ;  but 
by  what  I  conceived  to  be  a  fenfe  of  my  duty,  which 
loudly  called  upon  me  to  take  meafures,  however  dif- 
agreeable,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  thofe  enormjities 
which  have  been  the  fubjedt  of  difculTion.     And  that 
this  important  end  is  likely  to  be  anfwered  without  the 
efFufion  of  the  blood  of  an   innocent  perfon,  is  not  a 
greater  relief  to  you  than  it  is  to.  Sir,  your  mod  obedi- 
ent, humble  fervanr,  George  Wailiington."  Though  the 
treatment  capt.  Afgill  met  with  from  the  general,  in  the 
various  indulgences  that  were  granted  him,  merited  an  ac- 
knowledgment after  his  liberation,  none  was  offered,   and 
the  captain  is  thought  to  have  been  deficient  in  politenefs. 
It  was  not  long  after  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  arrival,  ere 
he  broke  up  the  board  of  affociated  loyalifts,  and  there- 
by precluded  a  repetition  of  the  like  enormity  that  had 
been  pra6lifed  on  Huddy.     He  arrived  on  the  5th  of 
May,  on  the  7th  he  wrote  to  gen.  Walhington,  and  fent  May 
him  fome  public  papers,  that  his  excellency  might  learn     '* 
from  them,  the  difpofitions  that  prevailed  in  the  go- 
vernment and  people  of  Great  Britain  relative  to  the 
making  of  a  peace  with  the  Americans.     How  necef- 
fary  this  is  for  the  United  States,  the  follov/ing  extracts, 
from  the  public  and  private  letters  of  gentlemen  of  the 
firft  eminence,  will  convince  you. — ^^  May  19.  Our  ar-    19*. 
my  is  perfectly  naked,  without  pay  or  rum.  The  greateil 
decifion  and  feverity,  has  been  ufed  to  prevent  the  con- 
fequences  of  a  mutinous  difpofition  which  generally  per- 

U  2  vaded 
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i782.vaded  the  troops.     Its  appearances  are  removed,  but  I 
know  of  no  expedient  that  will  fecure  the  exiflence  of 
this  [the  fouthern]   army,    unlefs  fnpplies  arrive    foon 
May  from  Philadelphia.    N,  Greened' — "  Fifh-kill,  May  25. 

^^'  Yefterday  was  the  third  day  our  army  [under  Wafhing^ 
ton]  has  been  without  provifion*  Every  department  is 
without  money  and  without  credit.  The  army  could 
not  make  a  march  of  one  day,  as  they  are  without  every 
necefTary  as  well  as  provifions.  Officers  and  foldiers  are 
exceedingly  difcontcnted.  You  have  doubtlefs  heard 
of  the  premeditated  revolt  of  the  Connedlicut  line,  hap- 
pily difcovered  the  day  previous  to  that  in  which  it  was 
to  have  been  put  in  execution.  The  ringleader  was  pu- 
nifhcd  with  death.  Wherever  I  go  I  hear  complaints 
which  make  me  dread  the  m.oft  fatal  confequences.  The 
diflrelTes  of  our  armiV  have  arrived  to  the  greatefl  pof- 

j-g,  fible  degree.  Steuhenr — "  May  28.  I  am  under  anxiety 
from  the  want  of  the  necefTary  depofits  of  provifions  in 
the  garrifon  of  Weft  Point.  This  is  an  alarming  cir- 
cumilance.  Were  the  enemy  to  know  our  fituation, 
and  m.ake  a  fudden  attempt,  what  is  there  to  fave  thefe 

j^ug.  important  pofts  ?  G.  IVajhinglon:' — "  Aug.  13.  For  up- 

^'^^  ward  of  two  months,  more  than  one  third  of  our  men 
[of  the  fouthern  army]  were  entirely  naked,  with  no- 
thing but  a  breech-cloth  about  them,  and  never  came 
out  of  their  tents ;  and  the  reft  v/ere  as  ragged  as  wolves. 
Our  condition  was  little  better  in  the  article  of  pro- 
vifion.  Our  beef  vvas  perfect  carrion  3  and  even  bad  as 
it  was,  we  v/ere  frequently  v/ithout  any.  An  army  thus 
clothed  and  thus  f°d,  may  be  confidered  in  a  defperate 
fituation.  However,  %ve  have  ftruggled  through  it.  Our 
fupplies  of  provifion  are  better,  but  fcanty  and  uncer- 
tain.    Some  clothing  is  arrived,  and  added  to  what  the 

gover- 
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governor  procured,  renders  the  troops  pretty  comfort- ' 7^2- 
sble ;  and  the  army  very  contented  and  eafy,  efpecially 
as  we  have  it  now  in  our  power  to  ifTue  rum  eight  times 
a  month.     North  Carolina  hath  had  few  other  foldlers, 
than  non-jurors  and  difaffe6led,  and   thofe  for  different 
terms  of  fervice.  A^.  Greened' — [Mr.  Jofhua  Lockwood, 
under  the  dire6lion  of  gov.  Mathews,  brought  out  of 
Charleftown  a  large  quantity  of  the  articles  which  were 
moil  needed  in  the  camp.      They  were  furnifhed  by 
fom.e  of  the  inhabitants,  who  wifhed  to  make  their  peace 
with  their  countrymen.] — -"  Sept.  22.  When  I  found  Sept. 
the  fupplies  of  money  from  the  ftates  would  prove  fo  ^^' 
inadequate,  I  determined  to  check  all  other  expences, 
and  to  think  only  of  feeding  the  army.     We  have  lately 
had  an  arrival  of  linens  which  the  clothier  fays  are  fuf~ 
ficient  to  make  thirty  thoufand  fhirts  -,  but  he  is  fo  in- 
debted to  the  poor  people  who  have  worked  for  him, 
and  who  are  ftarving  for  want  of  their  wages,  that  he 
cannot  procure  credit  to  get  them   made.     Money  I 
have  none.     And  could  he  run  in  debt  ftill  further,  it 
would  only  increafe  the  mifchief,  for  I  fee  no  profpedt 
of  payment.  R.  Morris^ — ^'  Oct.  2.  Only  conceive  theoa-, 
mortification,  that  even  the  general  officers  are  under,    ^* 
when  they    cannot  invite  a  French  officer,    a  vifiting 
friend,  a  travelling  acquaintance,  to  a  better  repaft,  than 
{linking  whifky,  (hot  from  the  flill)  and  not  always  that, 
and  a  bit  of  beef  without  vegetables,  will  afford  them, 
I  could  give  anecdotes  of  patriotifm  and  diflrefs  which 
have  fcarcely  ever  been  paralleled,  never  furpalTed  in  the 
hidory  of  mankind  :  but  you  may  rely  upon  it;  the  pa- 
tience and  long  fufferance  of  this  [die  northern]  army 
are  almofl  exhaufled,  and  that  diere  never  was  fo  great  a 
fpirii  of  difcontent  as  at  this  inllant.     It  is  high  time  for  a 

U  3  peace. 
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X722.  peace.  Our  troops  have  been^  and  fliil  are  obliged  to 
perform  fer vices  foreign  to  their  proper  duty,  without 
gratuity  or  reward,  more  than  the  foldiers  of  any  other 
army — for  example,  the  immienfe  labors  expended  in 
doing  the  duties  of  artificers,  in  erecting  fortifications 
and  military  works ;  the  fatigue  of  building  themfelves 
barracks  and  huts  annually  ;  and  cutting  and  tranfport- 
ing  wood  for  the  ufe  of  all  our  pofts  and  garrifons,  with- 
out any  expence  whatever  to  the  public.  G.  Wajhington'^ 
' — "  OS:.  17.  We  were  upon  the  point  of  trying  our 
hands  at  how  we  could  live  without  fubfiftence,  as  the 
fuperintendent  was  no  longer  able  to  fulfil  his  contracl 
with  tlie  vi6tualiers  of  the  [northern]  army,  and  as  they 
relinquifhed  it ;  till  fortunately  for  us,  we  mjCt  with  gen- 
tlemen, who  for  an  advanced  price  per  ration,  have 
faved  us  from  Jiarvation  or  dijhandment  by  giving  a  cre- 
dit."— '^  Ocu  24.  For  want  of  m.oney  we  have  been 
obliged  to  relinquifn  a  contract  for  fubfifting  the  army 
at  ten-pence  a  ration,  and  give  thirteen-pence  for  the 
fake  of  three  mionths  credit."  Even  in  Tulvthe  demand 
for  money  was  fb  great  as  to  ralfe  intereft  to  five  per  cent, 
per  month. 

Aug.       On  the  2d  of  Auguft,  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  adm. 

^*  Digby,  fent  out  a  joint  letter  to  gen.  Wafhington, 
wherein  they  faid — "  We  are  acquainted.  Sir,  by  au- 
thority, that  negotiations  for  a  general  peace  have  al- 
ready com.menced  at  Paris,  and  that  Mr.  Grenville  is 
invefted  with  full  powers  to  treat  with  all  the  parties  at 
war,  and  is  now  at  Paris  in  the  execution  of  this  com- 
million. — With  reaped  to  Mr.  Laurens,  we  are  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  lie  has  been  enlarged  and  difcharged 
from  all  engagements  without  any  condition  whatever; 

■J 

after  which  he  declared  of  his  own  accord,  that  he  con- 

fidered 
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fidered  lord  Cornwailis  as  free  from  his  parole.  -  We  are'V^JJ. 
further  acquainted,  that  tranrports  have  been  prepared 
in  England,  for  conveying  all  the  American  prifoners 
to  this  country  to  be  exchanged   here  ;  and  we   are  di  - 
reded  to  urge  by  every  confideration  of  humanity,  the 
moil  fpeedy  exchange."     When  this  news  was  known 
by  the  loyaUfts,  fuch  a  fcene  of  diitrefs  raged  through 
the  city  of  New  York,  as  is  not  t^fih/  defcribed.  Thofe 
in  the  army  tore  the  lappds  from  their  coats,  (lamped 
them  under  their  feet,  and  exclaimied  that  they  were  ru- 
ined for  ever.     Others  cried  out,  that  they  had  facri- 
ficed  every  thing  to  prove  their  loyalty,  and  were  now 
left  to  fnift  for  themfelves,  loft  both  to  the  friendfhip  of 
their  king  and  country.     On  the  7th,  it  was  earneftly 
recommended  in  the  New  York  paper  to  the  loyalifts 
every  Vv^here,    to  fufpend  their  opinion  on   the  prefent 
important  occafion,  and  each  to  continue  firm  to  the 
profeffions  he  had  made  of  loyaky  and  zeal  for  the  re- 
union of  the  empire,  and  to  wait  the  iftue.     By  fuch  a 
conduct  it  was  obferved,  they  would  preferve  a  claim 
to  national  regard  and  protection,  which  it  v/ould  be 
madnefs  to  forfeit ;  fmce  by  giving  way  to  the  fuggef- 
tions  of  impatience  they  could  only  difgrace  themfelves 
in  the  eyes  of  their  enemies,  without  a  Ihadow  of  ad- 


vantage. 


A  part  of  the  news  was  foon  confirmed  by  the  arrival 
of  two  cartel  (hips  at  Marblehead,  with  583  Ameri- 
cans, By  the  2  ill  of  the  month  a  third  arrived  with  116 
m.ore,  Your  friend  embraced  the  opportunity  of  talk- 
ing with  feveral  as  they  palTed  by  his  houfe.  The  fub- 
flance  of  v;hat  they  related,  follows.  From  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  till  they  left  Forton  prifon  at  Gofport, 
near  upon  1400  had  been  committed^  out  of  the  whole 

U  4  only 
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1782. only   120  died,    and  of  diefe  more  by  the  fmall-pox 
than  any  other  diforder.      Before  gen.  Burgoyne  was 
taken,  perfons  were  not  allowed  to  vifit  or  relieve  them. 
After  that  event  the  treatment  was  different,  and  for^ 
mer  feverities  were  mitigated.     When  fick  they  were 
taken  exceeding  good  care  of;  and  had  Americans  em- 
ployed to  nurfe  them.     Had  not  agents,  clerks,  &c, 
dedu6led  from   the  king's  allowance,  they  fhould  have 
done  pretty  well :  though  having  no  more  than  crimi- 
nals allov/ance  of  provifion,  they  had  a  very  fcanty  fup- 
-  port,  befide  which  the  provifion  was  often  exceeding 
bad.     When  the  change  of  miniftry  took  place,  they 
were  confidered  as  prifoners  of  war,  and  had  an  allow- 
ance accordingly.     They  mentioned,  that  before  they 
v;ere  fent  off,  the  duke  of  Richmond,  gen.  Conway,  and 
fome  other  gentlemen  vifitecl  them,  exprefTed  a  concern 
for  their  fufjerings,  fhpwed  them  much  kindnefs,  gave 
theni  m.oney,  very  condefcendingly  fhook  hands  with' 
them  and  faid  they  were  brethren.     They  related  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Wren  of  Portfmouth  Vv^as  extremely  kind 
to  them  i  v/as  like  a  father  3    procured  them  clothes, 
money,  and  many  articles  to  help  them  under  their  con- 
finement; and  frequently  vifited  and  prayed  with  the 
•fick.     Mr.  Laurens  vifited  them ;  encouraged  them  to 
remain  firm  to  their  country's  caufe ;  and  told  them 
how  he  had  fuffered  under  his  confinement.     One  of 
them  who  had  been  a  prifoner  at  New  York,  to  exprefs 
the  difference  between  the  places,  declared  that  he  had 
rather  be  imprifoned  months  in  England  than  weeks  at  - 
New  York.     They  flated  the  number  of  perfons  who.; 
came  away  upon  the  exchange  at  303,  the  reft  having 
made  iheir  efcape  at  different  periods. 

A  few  afls  of  congrefs  fh^ll  be  now  related. 

On 
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'  On  the  13th  of  May,  the  mlnifter  of  France  was  ad-  ^1^2^ 
rnitted  to  a  public  audience,  and  after  addreffing  con- j,^^ 
grefs  in  a  fpeech,  delivered  to  them  a  letter  fronn  his 
jnoft  chriftian  majefty,  informing  them  of  the  birth  of 
his  fon  the  dauphin.  A  fuitable  anfwer  was  given  to 
the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne.  They  then  ordered  a  let- 
ter to  be  written  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  to  the 
commander  in  the  fouthern  department,  informing  them 

i  of  the  faid  event,  and  dire6led  that  it  fhould  be  publifh- 

'  ed  in  both  armies  with  proper  demonftrations  of  joy. 
The  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  was  alfo  to  inform  the 

,  governors  and  prefidents  of  the  refpeftive  dates,  that  the 
people  of  each  flate  might  partake  in  the  joy.  When 
the  minifter  had  withdrawn,  the  birth  of  the  dauphin 
was  announced  to  the  public  by  a  difchnrge  of  cannon 
and  a  feu  de  joie  of  mufketry.  In  the  afternoon  a  din- 
ner was  provided  by  congrefs  for  the  chevalier  and  his 
fuit ;  and  the  evening  was  clofed  with  a  brilliant  difplay 
of  fire  works  in  the  ftate  houfe  yard.  The  official  no- 
tification of  the   dauphin's   birth  was  received  in    all 

^  places  of  the  United  States,  with  every  mark  of  joy  and 
token  of  refpedl  to  their  great  and  generous  ally,  and  to 
the  French  nation. 
On  the  20th  of  June  it  was  concluded,  that  the  de-  June 

,  vice  for  an  armorial  atchievement  and  reverfe  of  the  great  ^°' 
i^al  for  the  United  States  in  congrefs  aiTembled  fhould 
be  as  follows— ARMS— Palev/^y 3  of  thirteen  pieces, 
argent  and  gules  ;  a  chief,  azure ;  the  efcutcheon  on  the 

„  breaft  of  the  American  eagle  difplayed,  proper,  holding 

'  in  his  dexter  talon  an  olive  branch,  and  in  his  finifter  a 
bundle  of  thirteen  arrows,  all  proper,  and  in  his  beak  a 
fcroli  infcribed  with  this  motto  "  E  pluribus  Unum.*'— 
For  the  CREST — Over  the  head  of  the  eagle,  which 

J  appears 
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i7^'2. appears  above  &-  efcutcheon,    a  glory.    Or,  breakinr> 
through  a  cloud,  proper,  and  furrounding  thirteen  ftars 

forming  a  conftellation,  argent,    on   an  azure  field 

REVERSE — A  pyramid  iinfiniflied.     In  the  zenith 
fin  eye  in  a  triangle,  fiirroimded  with  a  glory,  proper. 
Over  the  eye  thcfe  v/ords  ^^  Annnit  Ca^ptis."    On  the  bafe 
of  the  pyramid  the  numerical  letters  MDCCLXXVI. 
And  underneath  the  following  motto    *^  Novus  Ordo 
Seclorum." 
^^V^'       They  refolved  that  the  fum  of  four  millions  of  dol- 
^'^     lars,  excluiive  of  the  money  which  Mr.  Adams  may  ob- 
tain  by  the  loan  now  negotiating  in  Holland,  be  bor- 
rowed in  Europe  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States.  Nine 
days  after,  they  refolved,  that  Dr.  Franklin  fliouid  be 
informicd,  that  notwithftanding  the  contents  of  his  let- 
ters of  the  25th  of  June,  it  is  the  dire6lion  of  congrefs, 
that  he  ufe  his  utmioil  endeavours  to  effed  the  aforefaid 
loan, 
oa.       On  the  4th  of  Od'ober,  they  refob/ed  unanim.oufly, 
^'      that  they  v/ould  inviolably  adhere  to  the  treaty  of  alliance 
with  his  mod  chrifcian  majefty,  and  conclude  neither  a 
fcparate  peace  nor  truce  with  Great  Britain  5  nor  enter 
into  the  difcuflion  of  any  overtures  for  pacification,  but 
in  confidence  and  in  concert  with  his  moil  chriilian 
majefty. 

We  pafs  on  to  the  fouthward  as  far  as  Georgia,  with 
fome  account  of  which  my  laft  letter  clofed. 

The  Britifn  garrifon  at  Savannah  confifted  of  about 
loco  regulars,  befide  a  confiderable  number  of  militia, 
and  was  under  the  command  of  brigadier  Clarke.  This 
fuperiority  of  force  did  not  prevent  gen.  Wayne's  ap- 
pearing often  before  the  Britilh  lines  and  infulting  their 
picquets.     Three  different  attempts  were  made  to  fur- 

^  prife 
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prife  an  advanced  party  of  the  Americans  without  fuc--7^'^- 
ceeding.  About  the  fame  time  the  American  governor 
with  his  council  remxoved  from  Auguila  to  Ebenezer. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  he  ifllied  a  proclamation,  offering 
to  every  Britilh  or  Heffian  foldier,  who  fliould  defert 
from  Savannah,  100  acres  of  land  and  fome  fcock ; 
which  had  the  dcfired  efre6i:  in  a  certain  degree. 

On  the  2ift  of  May,  col.  Brown,  at  the  head  of  a  May 
confiderable  party,  marched  out  of  the  garrifon  of  Sa-  ^^* 
vannah,  v/ith  the  apparent  intention  of  attacking  the 
Americans.  Wayne,  by  a  bold  manoeuvre,  got  between 
Brown  and  the  garrifon,  attacked  him  at  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  and  routed  his  whole  party.  The  van -guard  of 
the  Americans,  confifting  of  60  horfe  and  40  infantry, 
was  led  on,  by  col.  White  of  the  cavalry,  and  capt.  Par- 
ker of  the  infantry,  to  a  fpirited  charge  -,  in  which  40  of 
Brown's  men  were  killed  or  wounded,  about  20  taken 
prifoners,  and  the  remiainder  obliged  to  fnelter  them- 
felves  in  the  fwamps  under  cover  of  the  night.  The 
advantage  v/as  gained  by  the  liberal  ufe  of  the  fword  and 
bayonet.  Orders  had  been  previoufiy  given  to  depend 
entirely  on  thefe  weapons;  and  to  fecure  a  puntflual 
compliance,  the  flints  v,'ere  taken  out  of  the  mufketry 
of  the  infantry.  The  Americans  had  only  five  privates 
killed  and  two  wounded.  Though  Brown  proved  un- 
fuccefsfulj  yet  gen.  Greene  reckons  him  one  of  the  beft 
officers  belonging  to  the  Britilh  troops. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  a  large  body  of  Creek  Indians,  June 
headed  by  a  number  of  their  mod  celebrated  chiefs  and  ^'^' 
warriors,  and  a  Eritifh  officer,  furprifed  and  made  a  fu- 
rious attack  upon  Wayne's  infantry  at  half  an  hour  after 
one  in  the  morning.  For  a  few  minutes  they  DofTefled 
themfelves  of  his  two  field  pieces,  which  were  loon  re- 
covered. 
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'7^2.  covered.  The  Indians  knew  not  how  to  make  a  rieht 
improvement  of  the  advantages  they  had  obtained  by 
the  furprife.  Mean  while  the  cavalry  arrived  and  prefTed 
hard  upon  them;  while  Wayne  expofed  himfelfj  be- 
yond v/hat  was  prudent  for  the  chief  commander,  that 
he  might  reinftate  matters.  A  fmart  a6lion  enfued,  in 
which  both  fides  fought  in  clofe  quarters  with  fvvords 
and  bayonets.  The  Indians  difplayed  uncommon  bra- 
very 5  but  having  to  contend  with  both  horfe  and  foot 
were  completely  routed.  Fourteen  of  their  number 
were  killed,  one  of  whom  was  a  famous  chief.  The 
Americans  had  five  flain  and  eight  wounded. 

The  Britifh  adminiftration  having  refolved  upon  aban- 
doning all  offenfive  operations  in  America,  the  fcheme 
of  evacuating  the  weaker  pofls  in  the  United  States  was 
adopted;  and  that  at  Savannah  was  to  be  the  firft. 
When  the  meafurewas  determined  upon,  the  merchants 
and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  place,  obtained  permiiTion 
to  apply  to  Wayne  for  the  fecurity  and  prefervation  of 
their  perfons  and  property.  He  replied  to  their  depu- 
ties, ''  that  fhould  the  Britifli  garrifon  eventually  effed 
an  evacuation^  the  perfons  and  properties  of  fuch  inha- 
bitants or  others,  who  choofe  to  remain  in  Savannah,  will 
be  protefted  by  the  military,  and  refigned  inviolate  into 
the  hands  of  the  civil  authority,  which  mud  ultimately 
decide."  The  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Savannah, 
havins;  fent  out  a  fecond  flag,  Wayne  at  the  defire  of 
the  civil  authority  of  the  ftate,  fent  them  for  anfwer, 
"  that  the  merchants,  not  owing  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  will  be  permitted  to  rem.ain  a  reafonable  time  to  | 
difpofe  of  their  goods  and  fettle  their  affairs."  Major 
Ilaberfliam,  who  v;as  charged  with  this  melTage,  pledg- 
ed himfelf  that  they  might  rely,  with  the  utmoil  confi- 
dence, 
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dence,  on  the  terms  propofed  to  them.     The  congrefs  1782. 
on  the  30th  of  December  ratified  Wayne's  agreement. 
On  the  nth  of  July  Savannah  was  evacuated,  and  the  July 
Americans  immediately  took   pofieflion   of  it.      The"* 
works  and  town  were  left  perfed;  for  which  the  inhabi- 
tants are  indebted  to  that  worthy  and  humane  officer 
brigadier  general  Clarke. 

General  Leflie,  under  the  fan6tion  of  the  refolution 
taken  by  the  Britilh  adminiilration,  propofed  to  gen. 
Greene  a  celTation  of  hoftilities,  which  was  declined  by 
the  latter  for  want  of  inftrudlions  from>  congrefs  on  the 
fubject.  However  nothing  of  confequence  was  attempt- 
ed on  either  fide.  When  the  evacuation  of  Charleftown 
was  propofed,  the  merchants  who  came  with  the  Britiili 
were  in  a  mofh  difagreeable  predicament.  They  had 
entered  into  extenfive  commercial  engagements.  Thofe 
of  their  debtors,  who  were  without  the  lines,  were  not 
fubjeft  to  their  jurifdidion  ;  thofe  who  were  within,  were 
unable  to  pay.  .  Environed  with  difficulties,  and  tlueat- 
ened  with  bankruptcy  fhould  they  leave  the  ftate  along 
with  the  garrifon,  they  applied  to  gen.  Leflie  for  leave ' 
to  negotiate  for  themfelves.  A  deputation  of  the  body 
waited  on  gov.  Mathews,  and  obtained  from  him  per- 
miffion  to  refide  in  South  Carolina  for  eighteen  months 
after  the  evacuation,  with  the  full  liberty  of  difponng  of 
their  fi:ock  of  goods  on  hand,  and  of  corie6ling  the 
debts  already  due  to  them.  After  reneral  orders  had 
!  announced  the  defign  of  evacuating  Charleftown,  Lef-  Aug. 
,  lie  wrote  to  Greene,  offering  full  payment  for  rice  and  ^^' 
other  provifion  to  be  fent  into  the  town :  at  the  fame 
j  time  he  threatened,  that  if  it  was  not  granted  for  money, 
^  it  fhould  be  taken  by  force  without  compenfation.  But  as 
I  it  was  apprehended  the  BrkKh  meant  to  procure  large 

fup- 
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1782.  fupplies  for  the  transferring  of  the  v/ar  to  the  French 
Weft  India  iflands,  the  Americans  could  not  upon  any 
confideration  aifent  to  the  advantageous  offers  of  Leflie. 
Every  effort  was  made  by  Greene  and  Mathews  to  re- 
ilrain  the  intercourfe  betv/een  town  and  country  on  pri- 
vate account,  though  the  v/ants  of  the  American  army 
made  a  fmali  deviation  neceffary.     Leflie  finding  it  im- 
poffible  to  purchafe,  fent  out  parties  to  feize  provifions 
near  the  different  landings,  and  to  bring  them  by  water 
to  Charleftown.     This  was  effe6led  in  fome  inftances 
before  the  Americans   could  be  collected  in  fufficient 
force  for  the  defence  of  their  property  j  though  a  colonel 
(an  American)  in  the  Britilli  army  had  been  for  fome 
months  paft  employed,  in  fending  the  earlieft  intelli- 
gence, from  time  to  timie,  of  all  the  military  operations, 
which  the  Britifh  concerted  to  the  prejudice  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  part  thereof.     He  is  to  continue  v/ith  the 
Britiih  army  until  the  clofe  of  the  war.     On  his  fliith-  1 
fully  performing  this  fecret  fervice,  and  as  a  reward  for 
his  treacherous  duplicity,  gen.  Greene  is  to  ufe  all  his 
influence  with  the  ftate  of  South  Carolina,  to  rellore 
him  to  his  fortunes,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a 
citizen.     Should  the  ftate  refufe  to  reftore  him,  the  ge- 
gerai  is  to  recommend  his  cafe  to  congrefs  for  fuch  com^ 
penfation  as  they  may  think  his  fervices  claim. 

One  of  the  largeft  parties  ordered  out  was  fent  to 
A«g.  Combahee  ferry,  whiCre  they  arrived  on  the  25th  of 
Auguft.  Brigadier  Gift,  with  about  300  cavalry  and 
infantry,  of  the  continental  army,  was  detached  to  op- 
pofe  them.  He  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  capture  one  of 
their  fchooners,  and  in  a  degree  to  fruftrate  their  de- 
figns.  Lieut,  col.  Laurens,  though  he  had  been  con- 
fined for  feveral  days  immediately  preceding,  on-  hear- 


ing 
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ing  of  the  expedition,  rofe  and  followed  Glil.  When  1^82. 
the  Britifh  and  American  detachments  approached  within 
a  few  miles  of  each  other,  Laurens  being  in  advance 
with  a  fmail  party  of  regulars  and  militia,  engaged  with 
a  much  fuperior  force,  in  expedtation  of  fupport  from 
the  m.ain  body  in  his  rear.  In  the  midil  of  his  brave 
exertions  he  received  a  m^ortal  wound.  *^  This  young 
gentleman  was  fent  over  to  England  for  his  education, 
where  he  endeared  himfelf  to  all  who  knew  him,  by  his 
abilities  and  affedlionate  temper.  In  the  beginning  of 
1777,  he  joined  the  American  army,  and  from  that 
time  v/as  foremoit  in  every  danger.  He  was  prefent 
and  diftinguiihed  himfelf  in  every  adlion  of  the  army 
under  gen.  Wafhington,  and  v/as  among  the  foremoil 
that  entered  the  Britiih  lines  at  York  Town.  Thofe 
who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  him,  will  rank  his 
martial  qualities,  by  which  he  v/as  chiefly  known,  as 
lowed  in  the  catalogue  of  his  virtues.  They  will  lament 
the  untimely  lofs  of  a  clear  difcerning  m.ind,  that  united 
the  folid  powers  of  the  underftanding  with  inflexible  inte- 
grity. In  him,  his  country  has  loll  one  of  its  nobleil 
and  moil  ufeful  citizens  -,  his  father,  the  kindefl  and 
moil  affedionate  friend  s  and  all  the  wretched,  a  gene^ 
reus  and  difmterelled  patron  *." 

*  This  chara(n:er  is  taken  from  an  American  publication.  The 
American  commander  in  chief  being  aiked  whether  it  was  jull,  an- 
swered— "  Such  parts  of  the  drawing  as  have  fallen  under  my  own  ob- 
fervations  are  literally  fo ;  and  it  is  my  firm  belief  his  merits  and 
worth  richly  entitle  him  to  the  whole  pidure.  No  man  poffeffed  more 
of  the  Amor  fatrice.  In  a  word,  he  had  not  a  fault  that  I  could  dif» 
co\^er,  nnlefs  intrepidity,,  bordering  upon  rafhnefs,  could  come  under 
that  denomination.  And  this  he  was  excited  to  by  the  pureft  mo- 
tives,'* 

When      ■ 
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17S2.  When  the  long  expefted  evacuation  of  Charleftowil 
drew  nigh,  the  inhabitants  of  the  ftate  apprehended,  that 
the  Britifh  army,  on  its  departure,  would  carry  off  with 
them  fome  thoufands  of  negroes,  who  were  within  their 
lines.  To  prevent  it  gov.  Mathews  wrote  to  gen. 
Leflie,  Auguft  the  17th,  and  informed  him,  "that  if 
the  property  of  the  citizens  of  South  Carolina  was  car* 
ried  off  by  the  Britifh  army,  he  fliould  feize  on  the 
debts  due  to  the  Britifh  merchants,  and  to  the  confif- 
cated  efbates,  and  the  claims  on  thofe  eftates  by  marri- 
age fettlements,  which  three  articles  were  not  included 
in  the  confifcation  a6l."  Gen.  Leflie  propofed  a  nego- 
tiation, for  fecuring  the  property  of  both  parties.  Com- 
miffioners  were  appointed  in  behalf  both  of  the  flate  and 

oa.  the  royalifts:    who  on  the  loth  of  Odbober  ratified  a 

^^*  compa6t  on  the  fubje6l,  of  which  the  following  was  a 
principal  article. — "  All  the  flaves  of  the  citizens  of 
South  Carolina,  now  in  the  powder  of  gen.  Leflie,  fhall 
be  reftored  to  their  former  owners,  as  far  as  is  pra6li- 
cable,  except  fuch  flaves  as  may  have  rendered  them- 
felves  particularly  obnoxious  on  account  of  their  at- 
tachment and  fervices  to  the  Britifli  troops,  and  fuch  as 
had  fpecific  promifes  of  freedom."  A  confideration 
for  the  advantages  of  this  article  was  made  in  others  for 
the  benefit  of  the  royalifts.  Great  were  the  expedlations 
of  the  inhabitants,  as  to  their  foon  obtaining  the  re- 
poflTeffion  of  their  property:  but  the  compa6t  was  fo  far 
evaded  as  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  ineffedlual  for  the 
end  propofed. 

The  evacuation,  though  ofHcially  announced  by  gen. 
Leflie  on  the  7  th  of  Auguft,  as  a  meafure  foon  to  be 

^^^*  adopted,  did  not  take  place  till  the  14th  of  December^ 

when 
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when  the  Ericifh  troops  completed  their  embarkation.  1782, 
Gen.  Wayne,  with  the  legion  and  light  infantry,  had 
been  before  their  works  for  feveral  days,  by  order  of 
gen.  Greene.  It  was  hinted  to  him  from  gen.  Leflie^ 
through  a  certain  medium,  that  if  they  were  permitted 
to  embark  without  interruption,  every  care  fhould  be 
taken  for  the  prefervation  of  the  town.  Wayne  was 
dire6led  to  accede  to  the  propofal,  the  Britifh  alfo  agree- 
ing not  to  fire  upon  the  town  after  getting  on  board. 
The  conditions  being  fully  underflood  by  both  parties, 
Charleftown  was  evacuated  and  pofTefTed  without  the 
kafl;  confufion,  the  American  advance  following  clofe  on 
the  Britifh  rear.  The  governor  was  conduced  into  his 
capital  the  fame  day,  the  civil  police  eftablifhed  the  day 
following,  and  on  the  third  the  town  was  opened  for  bu- 
finefs.  On  the  17th  the  BritiOi  crofTed  the  bar  and 
went  to  fea. 

Thus  congrefs  have  recovered  the  complete  poiTcuioa 
of  all  the  fouthern  flares.  The  iiruggle  has  been  long 
and  fevere  5  but  when  it  is  confidered  that  the  Britifh 
had  upward  of  i8,coo  regular  troops,  befide  feverai 
thoufand  militia  and  negroes  emjploycd  for  their  rcduc* 
tion,  it  muft  appear  that  the  progrefs  of  the  American 
fouthern  army  lias  been  no  lefs  honorable  than  impor- 
tant. 

Several  detached  articles  remain  to  be  mentioned. 

A  gentlem.an  of  Philadelphia  has  favored  me  with  the 
followins:  one,  "^  At  ten  o'clock  on  Wednefdav  even- 
ing,  Oclober  2,  major  gen.  Lee  died,  after  being  con- 
fined to  his  bed  from  the  evening  of  the  preceding  Fri- 
day. His  diforder  was  a  defiuxion  on  the  lungs  of 
three  months  flanding,  which  produced  fomething  like  a 

Voi.  IV.  X  fpurious 
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i782.fpurious  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  accompanied  with 
an   epidemic   remitting  fever. — The  character  of  this 
perfon  is  full  of  abfurdities  and  qualities  of  a  moll  ex- 
traordinary nature.     His  underftanding  was  great,  his 
memory  capacious^  and  his  fancy  brilliant.     His  mind 
was  ftored  with  a  variety  of  knowledge,  which  he  col- 
lefled  from  books,  converfation  and  travels.     He  had 
been  in  mofl  European  countries.     He  was  a  corre6b 
and  elegant  claffical  fcholar ;  and  both  wrote  and  fpoke 
his  native  language,  with  perfpicuity,  force  and  beauty.. 
From  thefe  circumftances  he  was,  at  times,  a  mofl  agree- 
able and  inftrudive  companion.     His  temper  was  na- 
turally fo^r  and  fevere.     He  was  feldom  feen  to  laugh, 
and  fcarcely  to  fmile.     The  hiflory  of  his  life  is  lirtk 
elfe,  than  the  hiflory  of  difputes,  quarrels  and  duels,  in 
every  part  of  the  world.     He  was  vindi6tive  to  his  ene- 
mies.    His  avarice  had  no  bounds.     He  never  went 
into  a  public  and  feldom  into  a  private  houfe,  where  he 
did  not  dlfcover  fome  marks  of  ineffable  and  contempt 
tible  miCannefs.     He  begrudged  the  expence  of  a  nurfe 
in  his  lafl  illnefs,  and  died  in  a  fmall  dirty  room  in  the  i 
/^^vi./^'  Philadelphia  tavern  called  the  C^nafcoe-waggon,  [de- 

figned  chiefly  for  the  entertainment  and  accommodadon 
of  common  countrymen]    attended  by  no  one  but  a 
French  fervant,  and  Mr.  Of-^ald  the  printer,  who  once! 
ferved  as  an  oHicer  under  hini.     He  v^as  both  impious- 
and  profane.     In  his  principles  he  was  not  only  an  infi- 
del, but  He  was  very  hoflile  to  every  attribute  of  the 
Deity.     His  morals  were  exceedingly  debauched.     His , 
manners  were  rude,  pardy  from  nature  and  partly  from 
affed^tion.     His  appetite  was  fo  whimfical  as  to  what . 
he  eat  and  dr-ank>  that  he  v;as  at  all  times,  and  in  all 

places,. 
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blaces,  a  moft  trbublefome  and  difagreeable  gueft.     He  'V^^* 
had  been  bred  to  arms  from  his  youth  ^  and  ferved  as 
lieut*  colonel  among  the  Britifli,  as  colonel  among  the 
PortUguefe,  and  afterward  as  aid  de  camp  to  his  Polifli 
majefty,  with  the  rank  of  major  general.     Upon  the 
American  continent's  being  forced  into  arms  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  her  liberties,  he  was  called  forth  by  the  voice 
of  the  people,  and  defied  to  the  rank  of  third  in  com- 
mand  of  their  forces*     He  had  exhaufbed  every  valu- 
able treatife^  both  ancient  and  modern,  on  the  military 
art.     His  judgment  in  war  was  generally  found.— He 
was  extremely  ufeful  to  the  Americans  in  the  beginnincr 
iof  the  revolution,  by  infpiring  them  with  military  ideas, 
^and  a  contempt  for  Britifh  difcipline  and  valor.     It  is 
difficult  to  fay,  whether  the  active  and  ufeful  part  he 
took  in  the  conteft,  arofe  from  perfonal  reientment  againd 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  from  a  regard  to  the  liber- 
ties of  America.,    It  is  certain  he  reprobated  the  French 
alliance  and  republican  forms  of  government,  after  he 
rfetired  from  the  American  fervice.     He  was,    in  the 
field,  brave  in  the  higheft  degree;  and  with  all  his  faults 
and  oddities  was  beloved  by  his  officers  and  foldiers. 
He  was  devoid  of  prudence,  and  ufed  to  call  it  a  raf- 
€cUy  Virtue,     His  partiality  to  dogs  was  too  remarkable 
not  to  be  mentioned  in  his  chara6i:er.      Two  or  three 
of  thefe  animals   followed  him  generally  wherever  he 
went.     When   the   congrefs    confirmed    the    fentence 
of  the  court  martial,  fufpending  him  for  twelve  months, 
he  pointed  to  his  dog  and  exclaimed,    "  Oh  1  that  I 
was  that  animal,  that  I  might  not  call  man  my  brother.'^ 
^— Two  virtues  he  pofTelTed  in  an  eminent  degree,  viz» 
fincerity  and  veracity.     He  was  never  known  to  deceive 

X  a  or 
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j^g2,or  defirrt  a  f:iend ;  and  he  w:is  a  flrangcr  to  equivoca- 
tion,  even  where  his  fafety  or  charafter  were  at  flake." 

A  difpofition  to  mifreprefent  and  blacken  the  Indi- 
ans, m  order  to  juftify,  or  palliate  the  pra6tice  of  cruel 
meafiires  toward  them,  has  particularly  appeared  in  the 
cafe  of  the  Moravian  Indians,  fettled  on  the  Mufkingum, 
a  branch  of  the  Ohioj  who  early  in  the  laft  fpring  fuf- 
fcred  deeplv  on  account  of  what,  they  thought,  the 
peaceable  fpiric  of  the  gofpel  required  of  them.  The 
firft  gathering  of  thofe  Indians  into  a  degree  of  civil  and 
religious  order,  w^as  about  30  years  ago.  The  place  of 
their  refidence  was  then  at  Whihaloofing,  on  the  Sufque- 
hanna^  about  aoo  miles  from  Philadelphia*  In  a  vifit 
to  that  city,  about  the  year  17563  when  the  province 
was  diftrelTed  by  the  Indian  war,  they  declared  their 
particular  difapprobation  of  v/ar,  and  fixed  refolution  to 
take  no  part  therein ;  apprehending  it-  to  be  difpleafing 
to  the  Great  Being,  who,  as  one  of  them.  expreHed  it, 
d^d  yiot  make  men  to  deftroy  men^  hut  to  love  and  affift  each 
ether.  About  13  years  pafb^  thefe  Indians  meeting  with 
difficulty,  from  an  increafe  of  white  fettlers  near  them, 
by  which  fpirituoUs  liquors  were  brought  to  their  towns, 
rem.oved  to  the  Mulkingum;  and  were  accompa- 
nied by  fome  of  the  Moravians^,  who  have  long  refided 
among  them,  carefully  attended  both  to  their  civil  and 
relieious  concerns,  and  never  left  them  in  the  times  of 
their  greateft  danger  and  difficulty.  Thefe  Indians  re* 
fjfed  to  take  any  part  in  the  prefent  war ;  notwithftand- 
in^  repeated  abufes  on  that  account  from  other  tribes, 
particularly  thofe  parties  which  pafTed  through  their 
towns,  in  dicir  w-ay  to  the  American  frontiers,  whom 
thev  fom.etimes  difTuaded  from  their  hoflile  intentions, 
2  and 
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and  prevailed  upon  to  go  back  again.  They  alfo  warned  H^^' 
the  inhabitants  of  their  danger.  This  condu6t  being 
confidered  as  obftru6live  to  the  hoftile  proceedings  of  the 
tribes  at  war,  was  at  length  made  the  plea  for  carrying 
them  off.  In  the  beginning  of  Augiift,  178 1,  the  chief 
of  the  Wyondats  arrived  with  220  warriors ;  and  ac- 
quainted them,  that  they  were  come  to  take  them  away, 
rendering  for  a  reafon,  that  they  were  a  great  ohjh-u5iion 
to  them  in  their  war-path.  The  Wyondats,  after  com- 
mitting  many  outrages,  about  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember forced  them  from  their  three  towns,  in  ail  between 
3  and  400  perfons.  After  a  tedious  journey  in  the 
wildernefs,  they  arrived  at  a  branch  of  Sanduilcy  creek, 
where  the  body  of  them  were  ordered  to  remain.  Some 
©f  their  principal  men  were  fent  to  the  Britifli  com- 
mander at  Fort  Detroit,  who  commended  them  as  a 
peaceable  people,  and  exhorted  them  to  remain  fuch  ; 
but  added,  that  many  complaints  had  been  made  of 
them,  and  that  they  had  given  intelligence  to  his  ene- 
mies, wherefore  he  had  fent  for  them.  He  faid,  that 
his  inftruclions  had  been  exceeded  in  the  ill  treatment 
they  had  received,  and  that  he  would  provide  for  them. 
Thus  the  matter  refled  till  the  fpring  of  1781,  when 
thef^  Moravian  Indians  finding  cora  fcarce  and  dear  at 
Sanduflcy,  denrcd  liberty  t©  return  to  their  fettlements, 
to  fetch  fome  of  their  corn,  of  which  they  had  left  above 
200  acres  (landing.  When  it  was  granted,  many  of 
them  went,  among'  whom  were  ieveral  widows  with  their 
children. 

When  the  people  at  and  about  the  Monangahela, 
underftood  that  a  number  of  Indians  were  at  the  Mora- 
yiari  towns,  they  gave  out,  that  the  intention  of  thofc 
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.*  7^2.  people  was,  to  fall  upon  the  back  inhabitants,  which 
ought  to  be  prevented.  Upon  this  about  160  men  got 
together,  and  fwimming  their  horfes  over  the  Ohio, 
came  fuddenly  upon  the  chief  Moravian  town.  The 
"firft  perfon  who  appeared,  they  Ihot  at  and  wounded, 
when  coming  up  to  him  they  found  he  was  an  half  In- 
dian, fon  to  one  of  the  Moravians  by  an  Indian  woman, 
who  had  been  regularly  married.  They  killed  and 
fcalped  him,  and  proceeded  to  the  town.  The  Indians 
who  were  moilly  in  the  fields  pulling  corn,  did  not  run 
off  as  they  might,  had  they  been  confcious  of  any  of* 
fence  ^  but  came  of  their  own  accord  into  the  town,  at 
the  call  of  the  white  people,  who  at  firft  expreffed  friend- 
lb  ip  to  them,  and  foon  after  violently  feized  and  bound 
them.  The  Indians  who  aflift  the  milTionaries  in  keep-* 
ing  good  order  among  their  people,  and  upon  occafion 
give  public  exhortations,  are  called  Helpers,  Five  of 
the  moft  refpe6table  of  thefe,  and  other  Indians,  ex- 
horted the  younger  to  lubmifTion  and  patience  -,  telling 
them,  that  they  thought  their  troubles  in  this  world 
would  foon  be  at  an  end,  and  they  would  be  with  their 
Saviour.  They  then  fung  and  prayed  together,  till  they 
were  led  out  one  after  another,  and  inhumanly  flaugh- 
tered ;  firft  the  men  and  then  the  wo  mien.  Two  boys, 
who  made  their  efcape,  related  thefe  particulars.  One 
of  them  lay  in  the  heap  of  the  dead,  in  a  houfe,  and 
w^as  fcalped ;  but  recovering  his  fenfes  efcaped.  The 
other  hid  himfelf  under  the  floor;  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  this 
tragic  fcene;  and  faw  the  blood  of  the  flain  running  in 
a  ftreami.  Thefe  Indians,  before  they  were  bound,  were 
fo  fenfible  of  their  own  innocence,  that  they  informed 
the  white  people,  that  more  of  their  brethren  were  at 
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another  town,  who  in  like  manner  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  ^^?^ 
barbarity  of  the  whites.  I'he  dead  bodies  were  after- 
ward burned  with  the  houfes.  Before  their  death,  they 
were  obliged  to  fhow  in  what  part  of  the  woods  they 
had  concealed  their  effects,  when  the  Wyondats  tool^ 
thenn  away.  Thofe  of  the  third  town  having  fome  in- 
telligence of  what  paiTed,  made  their  efcape.  This  is  a 
fummary  of  the  dreadful  tranfadlion,.  as  given  by  the 
principal  leader  of  thofe  that  remain.  The  Pennfyl- 
vania  packet  of  i^pril  fays  of  thefe  white  favages,  ^^  that 
they  killed  upward  of  90,  (but  a  few  making  their  ef- 
cape) about  40  of  which  were  warriors,  the  reft  old 
women  and  children.  About  80  horfes  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  whites,  which  they  loaded  with  the  plunder, 
the  greateft  part  furs  and  fliins."  It  was  for  the  fake  of 
the  plunder  that  the  Indians  were  killed, 

It  is  alleged,  in  vindication  of  this  deliberate  maf- 
facre,  that  40  of  thefe  Indians  were  warriors  preparing 
to  attack  the  American  frontiers :  but  this  alTertion  con- 
tradi6ls  itfelf  5  for  had  it  been  the  cafe,  they  would  not 
have  brought  their  wives,  with  the  widows  and  34  chil- 
dren, who  were  flain  with  them ;  nor  would  they  have 
fuffered  themfelves  to  be  thus  fiaughtered  without  mak- 
ing the  leaft  refiilance,  or  killing  even  one  of  their 
murderers. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  thefe  Indians,  about  500 
men,  probably  encouraged  by  this  eafy  conqueft,  and 
in  hope  of  plunder,  affembled  at  the  Old  Mingos  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  Ohio  -,  and  being  equipped  on  horfe- 
back,  fet  out  for  Sandufky,  where  the  remaining  part 
pf  the  Moravian  Indians  refided,  in  order  to  deftroy 
that  fetdement,  and  other  Indian  towns  in  thofe  parts; 
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.1782. but  the  Wyondats,  and  other  Indians,  having  feme 
knowledge  of  their  approach,  and  being  enraged  at  the 
maflacre,  met  them  near  Sanduflcy,  when  an  engage- 
ment enfued,  in  which  fome  of  the  white  people  were 
killed,  and  feveral  taken  prifoners,  among  whom  was 
the  commander,  col.  Crawford,  and  his  fon  in  law. 
The  colonel  they  burnt  to  death  in  the  mod:  cruel  man- 
ner ^  the  other,  with  m.ore  prifoners,  they  tomahaAvked. 
The  cruelty  exercifed  on  the  colonel  and  the  death  of 
the  prifoners,  was  undoubtedly  owing  in  the  main  to  the 
murder  of  the  peaceable  Moravian  Indians*. 

General  Wafhington,  in  Augufl,  eilabhilied  honorary 
badges  of  diftinclion,  to  be  conferred  on  the  non-com - 
miffioned  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  armv,  who  had 
ferved  three  years  with,  bravery,  fidelity  and  good  con- 
du6t ;  and  upon  every  one  who  had  or  fhould  perform 
any  lingislarly  mieritorious  adlicn.  The  candidate  for 
the  reward  annexed  to  iuch  adion,  was  to  fet  forth  the 
particular  fact  to  the  comuiiander  in  chief,  accompanied 
widi  incontefcible  proof.  Upon  grandng  it,  the  name 
and  regiment  of  tht  perfon,  with  the  a6tion  fo  certified, 
were  to  be  enrolled  in  a  i?ock  of  fnerit,  kept  in  the  or- 
derly oiTiCe.  Men  v/ho  have  m.erited  the  laft  difbnclion, 
are  to  be  fuffered  to  pafs  all  guards  and  fentinels,  which 
a  non-commifTioned  ofricer  is  fuffered  to  pafs.  Mihtary 
operations  being  fufpended,  the  opportunity  has  been 
improved  for  perfeding  the  difcipline  of  the  army. 

*  The  above  account  is  extraifted  from  fome — Obfervatlons  on  the 
Situation,  difpofition  and  charatfleir  of  the  Indian  natives  on  the  Ame- 
rican continent,  by  that  late  moll  excellent  philanthropic  of  the  quaker 
perfuafion,  Anthony  Benezet  of  Philadelphia.  The  American  papers 
told  a  different  itory,  fuch  as  was  calculated  to  exculpate  their  own 
people. 

The 
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The  court  of  Verfailles  ordered  that  the  corps  under  1^82, 
count  de  Rochambeau  fhould  go  to  the  Weft  Indies,  in 
cafe  the  evacuation  of  Nev/  York  or  Charleftown  fliould 
take  place.  In  expeclation  that  the  latter  would  happen, 
the  French  legion  marched  from  Rithmiond  in  Virginia, 
and  the  French  army  under  the  count  from  Williamf- 
burgh,  to  the  northward,  in  the  beginning  of  July.  To- 
ward the  laft  of  06lober,  they  proceeded  to  the  eailera 
ftates  under  the  pretext  of  taking  winter  quarters  there; 
but  in  fa6l  with  the  defign  of  embarking  on  board  the 
French  fquadron  of  1 5  fail  of  the  line  and  4  frigates, 
(which  arrived  under  the  comm.and  of  the  marquis  dc 
Vaudreuil  in  the  lower  harbour  of  Bofton,  on  the  loth  of 
Auguft)  whenever  the  evacuation,  on  which  the  ultimate 
movemient  depended,  ftiould  be  fufHciently  afcertained. 

When  Rochambeau  v;as  about  leaving  W^iliiamf- 
buro-h,  the  city  and '  corporation  prefented  him  with 
a  polite  and  affe6lionate  addrefs.  His  anfwer  clofed 
widi — '^  I  feel  an  additional  fatisfa6tion  in  having  fought 
in  Virginia,  under  the  aufpices  of  a  Virginia  general, 
whofe  glory,  equally  celebrated  in  both  hemifpheres, 
fhines  with  particular  luftre  in  his  native  country."  The 
count  arrived  at  gen.  Walliington's  head  quarters  on  the 
14th  of  September.  Soon  after,  the  French  army  joined 
the  Am.erican ;  and  w^as  reviewed  by  the  commander  in 
chief  on  the  20th.  Affediion,  efteem,  and  cordiality, 
were  equally  vifible  in  the  countenances  of  the  French 
officers  and  of  the  Americans.  The  four  divifions  of 
the  French  army  arrived  at  Bofton  in  the  iiril  week  of 
December,  under  the  command  of  the  baron  Viomenil, 
who  is  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies  inftead  of  count  de 
Rochambeau :  the   count  returns  to  France.     On  the- 
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j^Ss*  lith,  gov.  Hancock  and  the  council  gave  a  public  din- 
ner to  the  general  and  field  officers,  the  marquis  dc 
Vaudreuil  and  the  principal  officers  in  the  fleet.  The 
Magnifique,  a  74  gun,;Ihip,  one  of  the  fleet,  having  been 
loft  by  accident  in  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  congrefs,  de^ 
firous  of  tellifying  the  fenfe  they  entertained  of  his  moft 
chriilian  majefty^s  generous  exertions  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  refolved  on  the  3d  of  September,  to  pre^ 
fent  the  America,  a  74  gun  fhip,  to  the  chevalier  de  h 
Luzerne  for  the  fervice  of  the  French  king.  The  fleet 
failed  with  the  army  on  the  29th  of  December. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  the  celebrated  Charleftown 
frigate,  commanded  by  capt.  Joiner,  and  (according  to 
the  New  York  account)  carrying  28  forty-two  pound- 
ers mounted  on  her  main  deck,  and  on  the  quarter- 
deck and  forecaftle  12  twelve  pounders,  and  450  men, 
was  taken  by  the  Britilli  Quebec  of  33  guns  and  Dio- 
mede  of  44.,  after  a  chafe  of  1 8  hours  and  a  half  from 
ofl^  the  Delav/are. 

The  demand  for  bibles  being  great  and  the  price  high, 
in  confequence  of  the  war,  Mr.  Aitken,  a  printer  at 
Philadelphia,  undertook  and  flnifhed  an  American  edi^ 
tion  of  the  holy  fcriptures  in  Englifn,  the  firft  of  the 
kind.  Congrefs  on  the  ift  of  lafc  September,  recom- 
mended it  to  their  two  chaplains  (the  Rev.  Dr.  White  * 
an  epifcopalian,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duffield  a  prefbyte-^ 
rian)  to  examine  the  execution  of  the  work,  and  if  ap-l 
proved,  to  give  it  the  fanction  of  their  judgment  and| 
weight  of  their  recommendation.     They  reported  in 

*  Since  ordained  a  bifhop  according  to  the  rites,  and  bv  the  hand* 
^f  the  biihops,  of  the  church  of  England, 

favor 
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favor  of  it,  that  they  v/era  of  opinion  that  it  was  exe-  1782, 
<:uted  with  great  accuracy  as  to  the  fenfe,  and  with  as 
few  grannnnatical  and  typographical  errors  as  could  be 
expeded  in  a  work  of  fuch  magnitude.  Whereupon 
congrefs  pafTed  a  refolve  on  the  12th  of  September, 
highly  approving  the  pious  and  laudable  undertaking  of 
Mr.  Aitken,  and  recommending  his  edition  of  the  bible 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States.  Notwithftand- 
Jng  this  recommendation,  Ihould  the  war  clofe  in  a  fliort 
time,  imported  bibles  will  be;  fold  fo  much  cheaper,  and. 
on  that  account  be  fo  univerfally  bought,  that  Mr.  Ait- 
ken will  be  a  confiderable  lofer  by  the  great  expence 
which  necejGTarily  attended  his  undertaking. 

This  town  of  Iloxbury  has  given  each  of  the  three 
years  mQn  whom  they  inlifted  for  the  army  in  178 1  and 
1782,  a  bounty  of  not  lefs  than  fifty-fix  pounds  five 
ihillings  ilerling,  hard  money^  The  bounties  given  by 
the  towns  in  the  MaiTachufetts  for  fimilar  purpofes  for 
the  laft  of  thefe  years,  will  average  64I.  4s.  gd,  fceiiing, 
in  cafh,  on  every  fuch  recruit.  The  enormity  of  the 
fum  has  proved  an  heavy  burden  to  numbers  who  have 
Jhared  in  the  expence. 
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Friind  G. 


j^g,,  nr^HE  Dutch  fleet  having  returned  to  the  Texel^  and 
-■"     the  Brltilh  convoy  from  the  Baltic  being  out  of 
danger,  the  fhips  fent  to  the  Downs  to  attend  the  mo- 
tions of  the  Dutchj  returned  to  accompany  the  Bridfii 
fleet  in  their  expedition  to  Gibraltar.     Upon  the  junc- 

Sept.  tion  lord  Howe  failed  from  Portfmouth,  with  23  ^^ps 
of  the  line,  feveral  frigates  and  fireilalp?,  a  fleet  of 
tranlports,  vi6luallers  and  iloreihips,  with  a  body  of 
troops  qn  board  for  the  relief  of  the  garrifon.  He  was 
accompanied  by  the  admirals  Barrington,  Milbanke, 
Hoodj  and  Sir  R,  Hughes,  by  commodore  Hotham, 
and  an  able  braye  fet  of  naval  officers. 

After  die  redutTcion  of  Minorca,  the  duke  de  Crillon 
was  appointed  captain  general  pf  the  Spanilli  forces,  and 
was  deilined  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  Gibraltar.  ISo 
mean  was  neglefted,  nor  expence  fpared  to  infore  fuc- 
cefs.  Ambition,  honor,  pride,  revenge,  all  united  in 
urging  to  the  utmofk  exertions  for  the  conqueft  of  the 
place  y  and  as  all  former  ones  had  failed,  the  invenuon 
and  application  of  fuch  as  were  new  became  neceffary. 
The  chevalier  D'Arcon,  a  French  engineer,  was  con- 
fided in  as  being  equal  to  the  fervice.  A  plan  had  been 
propofed  by  him  in  the  latter  part  of  the  preceding  year, 
The  preparations  though  vaft^  and  extremely  expenfive, 

were 
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were  nearly  completed  3  and  the  redu6lion  of  the  place  i782» 
was  not  only  deemed  certain,  but  the  powers  to  be  ufed 
were  fo  prodigious  and  formidable,  that  little  lefs  than 
the  annihilation  of  the  fortrefs  was  expe6led  to  be  the 
confequence  of  any  great  obflinacy  of  defence  in  the 
garrifon.  The  plan  of  the  chevalier  was,  to  conftru6i:, 
from  fhips,  floating  batteries  that  could  not  be  funk  or 
fired.  They  were  to  be  fecured  from  finking,  by  the 
extraordinaiy  thicknefs  of  timber,  with  which  their  keels 
and  bottoms  were  to  be  fortified}  and  which  was  to 
render  them  proof  in  that  refpe6l  againil  all  external  or 
internal  violence.  They  were  to  be  defended  from  being 
fired,  by  having  their  fides  fecured  with  a  flrong  wall, 
compofcd  of  timber  and  cork,  long  foaked  in  water, 
and  including  between  them  a  large  body  of  wet  fand ; 
the  whole  of  fuch  a  thicknefs,  that  no  cannon  ball  fhould 
penetrate  within  two  feet  of  the  inner  partition.  A  con- 
llant  fjpply  of  water  was  to  keep  the  parts  expofed  to 
fire  alway  wet ;  and  the  cork  was  to  a6t  as  a  fponge  in 
retaining  the  moiflure. 

Ten  great  fhips,  from  600  to  1400  ton  burden^,  were 
cut  down  to  the  flate  required  by  the  plan  ;  and  200,000 
feet  of  timber  worked  into  their  conltru6lion.  To  pro- 
ted  them  from  bombs,  and  the  men  from  grape  or 
defcending  fliot,  a  hanging  roof  was  contrived,  to  be 
worked  up  and  down  by  fprings  at  pleafure.  The  roof 
was  made  of  a  ftrong  rope-work  nettings  laid  over  with 
a  thick  covering  of  wet  hides :  its  Hoping  pofition  was 
calculated  to  prevent  the  ilielis  from  lodging,  and  to 
throw  them  off  into  the  fea,  before  they  could  take  ef- 
fedl.  The  batteries  were  covered  with  new  brafs  cannon 
of  great  weight  -,  and  about  half  the  number  of  ipare 
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1782.  guns,  of  the  fame  kind,  were  kept  ready,  inftantly  to 
fupply  the  place  of  thofe  which  might  be  over-heated, 
or  otherwife  difabled.  That  the  fire  of  thefe  guns  might 
be  the  more  inftantaneous  and  effe6liye,  the  chevalier 
had  contrived  a  kind  of  match,  by  which  all  the  guns  on 
the  battery  were  to  go  off  together.  Red-hot  fhot  from 
the  fortrefs  was  what  the  Spaniards  moft  dreaded.  To 
reftrain  its  effedl  there  was  a  contrivance  for  communi- 
cating water  in  every  dire6lion.  A  great  variety  of  pipes 
and  canals  perforated  all  the  folid  workmanfhip  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  a  continued  fuccefiion  of  water  was  to 
be  conveyed  to  every  part  of  the  vefTels^  a  number  of 
pumps  being  adapted  to  the  purpofe  of  an  unlimited 
fupply.  By  this  mean  it  v/as  expected,  that  the  red-hot 
fhot  would  operate  to  the  remedy  of  its  own  mifchief, 
and  procure  its  im.mediate  extin6tion  by  cutting  through 
the  pipes.  '" 

The  preparation  was  enormous  m  other  refpefls. 
About  1 200  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  had  been  brought 
to  the  fpot,  for  the  numerous  intended  purpofes  of  at- 
tack  by  fea  and  land.  The  quantities  of  every  kind  of 
military  flore  were  immenfe.  The  gunpowder  only  is 
faid  to  have  exceeded  83,000  barrels.  Forty  gun-boatS 
with  heavy  artillery,  as  many  bomb-boats  with  12  inch 
mortars,  befide  a  large  floating  battery,  and  five  bomb 
ketches  on  the  ufual  conilrudlion,  were  appointed  to  fe- 
cond  the  efforts  of  the  great  battering  veffels.  Nearly 
all  the  frigates,  and  fmaller  armed  veffels  of  the  king- 
dom were  affembled,  to  afford  fuch  aid  as  they  might 
be  capable  of;  and  between  2  and  300  large  boats  were 
coUedled,  which  with  thofe  already  in  the  vicinity,  were 
to  miniller  to  the  fighting  veffels  during  adion,  and  to 

land 
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land  troops  as  foon  as  the  fortrefs  was  difmantled.  The 
combmed  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  amounting  to 
about  50  ihips  of  the  line,  were  to  cover  and  fupport 
the  attack,  while  they  heightened  the  terrors  and  mag- 
nificence of  the  fcene. 

The  preparations  by  land  were  no  lefs  confiderable. 
Twelve  thoufand  French  troops  joined  the  Spaniai'ds. 
The  duke  de  Crillon  was  aHifted  by  a  number  of  the 
beft  officers  of  both  countries^  and  particularly  of  the 
beft  engineers  and  artillerifts  of  his  own.  The  fame  of 
thefe  extraordinary  preparations  drew  volunteers  from 
every  part  of  Europe  to  the  camp  before  Gibraltar ; 
,  and  not  only  the  nobility  of  Spain,  but  of  other  coun- 
tries affembled,  either  to  difplay  their  valor,  or  to  gra- 
tify curiofity  in  beholding  fuch  a  naval  and  military  fpec- 
tacle,  as  had  fcarcely  been  before  exhibited.  The  count 
de  Artois,  the  French  king's  brother,  and  his  eoufia 
the  duke  de  Bourbon,  feemed  eager  to  immortaliz-e 
their  names,  by  partaking  In  the  glory  of  recovering 
Gibraltar  to  the  crown  of  their  kinlman  and  ally.  Their 
\  .arrival  increafed  the  fplendor  of  the  fcene  -,  and  afforded 
^  an  opportunity  for  the  difplay  of  that  politenefs,  and 
I,  the  exercife  of  thofe  civilities,  by  which  the  refined 
manners  of  modern  Europe,  have  divefted  war  of  many 
parts  of  its  ancient  barbarity.  Some  packets,  contain- 
ins;  a  number  of  letters  dire6led  to  the  officers  in  Gi- 
l?raltar,  having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards, 
were  tranfmitted  to  Madrid,  where  they  lay  when  the 
count  de  Artois  arrived  at  that  capital.  The  prince,  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  generofity,  obtained  the  packets  from 
|he  Spanifh  king,  and  co.nveyed  them  under  his  owa 
care  to  the  camp. 

The 
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j^g2.     The  tranfi-nifTion  of  the  packets  to  Gibraltar,  aftord- 
ed  an  opportunity  to  the  duke  de  Crillon  of  accompa- 
nying them  with  a  letter  to  gen.  Elliot,  in  which,  be- 
fide  informing  him  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  princes, 
and  of  this  particular  mark  of  attention  fliown  by  the 
count,  he  further  acquainted  him,  that  he  was  charged 
by  them  refpediveiy,    to   convey  to   the    general  the 
iu-ongeft  exprefiions  of  their  regard  and  efleem  for  his 
perfon  and  characler.     The  duke  exprefTed  his  own  in 
the  m.oit  flattering  terms.     He  alfo  requefled  in  the 
mOil  obliging  manner,  that  the  general  would  accept  of 
a  prefent  of  fruit  and  vegetables  for  his  ov;n  ufe,  and 
of  fomiC  ice  and  partridges    for  the  gentlemen  of  his 
houfehold  'y  further  entreating,  that  as  he  knew  the  ge- 
neral lived   entirely  on  vegetables,    he  would  acquaint 
him  with  the  particular  kinds  which  he  liked  beft,  with 
a  view  to  his  regular  fupply.     I'he  whole  letter  may  be 
viewed  as  a  model  of  military  politenefs. 

General  Elliot  was  not  lefs  polite  or  obliging  in  his* 
anfwer,  w^hether  with  refpecl  to  the  duke  himfelf,  or  to^ 
the  princes.  But  he  informed  the  duke,  that  in  ac- 
cepting the  prefent,  he  had  broken  through  a  refolution^ 
which  he  had  invariably  adhered  to  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  which  vv'as,  never  to  receive  or  pro- 
cure by  any  mican  whatever,  any  provifions  or  other* 
comimodity  for  his  own  private  ufe.  He  declared  that 
every  thing  was  fold  publicly  in  the  garrifon,  fo  that  the 
private  foldier,  if  he  had  money,  might  become  a  pur-„ 
chafer  with  the  iame  facility  as  the  governor  -,  and  that ' 
he  made  it  a  point  of  honor  to  partake  of  both  plenty 
and  fcarcitv,  in  common  with  the  loweft  of  his  brave 
fellow  foldiers.     He  therefore  entreated  the  duke,  not 
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to  heap  up  any  more  favors  of  the  fame  kind  upon  him,  i-jBa^ 
as  he  could  not  in  future  apply  them  to  his  own  ufe. 

The  French  princes  arrived  at  the  camp  about  the 
middle  of  Augufl ;  and  after  examining  the  flate  of  th$ 
preparations  by  land,  reviewed  the  new  and  extraordi* 
nary  machines  contrived  by  the  chevalier  D'Arcon  :  in 
doing  it  they  v/cre  accompanied  by  all  the  principal 
commanders  of  both  nations,  whether  in  the  land  or 
naval  fervice.  The  confidence  afterward  placed  in  the 
effe6l  to  be  produced  by  thefe  machines  v/as  extrava- 
gant i  and  the  impatience  of  the  combined  forces  both 
by  fea  and  land  for  action  became  excefilve.  Th-e  ap- 
prehenfion  of  lord  Howe's  arrival  ferved  to  quicken  the 
determinations  of  the  Spanifh  court,  and  to  accelerate 
the  operations  of  the  fleet  and  army. 

While  gen.  Elliot  obferved  the  gathering  fiorm.,  he 
could  obtain  only  fome  general  knowledge  of  the  mighty 
preparations  that  v/ere  making.  He  was  utterly  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  nature,  conftruftion  and  mode  of  opera- 
tion of  the  new  invented  batteries.  He  provided  how- 
ever for  every  circumftance  of  danger  which  could  be 
imagined,  and  for  the  reception  of  every  enemy,  what- 
ever mjght  be  his  miode  of  operation.  Obferving  that 
the  Spaniih  works  on  the  land  fide  were  nearly  com* 
pleted,  the  general  determined  on  trying  how  far  a  vi- 
gorous cannonade  and  bombardment,  with  red-hot  balls, 
carcafies  and  (liells,  might  operate  to  their  deftrudion. 
A  powerful  and  well  dire(^ed  firing  was  commenced  by  the  Sept. 
garrifon  at  fcven  in  the  morning,  and  fupported  through^* 
the  dav  with  admirable  ilvill  and  dexteritv.  Bv  ten,  tvvo 
of  the  Spanifli  batteries  were  in  flames,  and  by  five  in 
die  evening  entirely  confjmed,  together  wl.tb  their  gur*. 

Vol,  IVc  Y  g^> 
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17S2.  carriages,  platforins  and  magazines,  although  the  latter 
were  bomb  proof.  A  great  part  of  the  communica- 
tions to  the  eaftern  parallel,  and  of  the  trenches  and  pa- 
rapet for  mufketry  were  likewife  deftroyed,  and  a  large 
battery  near  the  bay  much  damaged.  The  enemy's 
works  were  on  fire  in  fifty  places  at  the  fame  inftant. 

This  attack  appears  to  have  been  refented  by  the  al- 
lied commanders,  fo  as  to  have  precipitated  their  mea- 
fures.     A  new  battery  of  64  heavy  cannon  was  opened 
by  break  of  day  the  next  miOrning,  which  with  the  can- 
non in  their  lines,  and  above  60  mortars,  continued  to 
pour  their  {hot  and  fiiclls  upon  the  garrifon  without  in- 
termiffion,  through  the  whole  day.     At  the  fame  time, 
nine  Iliips  of  the  line,  Vvith  fom>e  frigates  and  finaller 
velTels,  taking  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  palTed  flowly 
by  the  works,  and  difcharged  their  fliot  at  the  fouth  baf- 
tion,  continuing  their  cannonade,  until  they  had  pafled 
Europa  point.     They  then  form.ed,  and  came  to  the 
attack  of  the  batteries  on    Europa  point,    and    com- 
menced a  heavy  fire,  which  lailed  till  they  were  entirely 
paiTed. 

The  fm.all  Britifli  marine  force  at  Gibraltar  under  capt. 
Curtis,  being  iliut  up  by  the  luperiority  of  the  enemy 
from  exertion  on  their  proper  element,  was  formed  into 
a  diftinft  corps,  under  the  nam.e  of  the  miarine  brigade, 
and  Curtis  held  the  rank  and  title  of  brigadier  as  their 
commander.  The  defence  of  the  batteries  on  Europa 
point  was  committed  to  him.  and  his  corps.  They  dif- 
charged their  truft  fo  we]],  that  having  repeatedly  fdruck 
the  enemy  in  the  nril  attack,  the  veileis  were  afterward 
kept  at  a  fife  difiance. 

The 
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The  firino;  from  the  iflhmus  was  renewed  on  the  loth,  ^1^^* 

CD  J   r' 


Sf 


and  continued  the  fncceeding  days,  at  the  rate  of  6500  10,  * 
cannon  ihot  and  1080  fhells,  in  every  24  hours.     The 
gun  and  mortar  boats  were  alio  added  to  the  other  in- 
llruments  of  deflrudtion.     Their  combined  force  pro- 
duced little  effedlj  either  with  refpe6l  to  the  lofs  of  mcii 
in  the  garrifcn,  or  the  damage  done  to  die  works.     At 
length  the  combined  fleets  arrived  at  AlgeziraS;,  and  with 
diofe  already  on  the  fpot,  amounted  to  44  fail  of  the 
line,  befide  three  inferior  two  deckers.     The  new  in- 
vented battering  veffels  were  likewife  in  readinefs.    Their 
batteries  were  covered  with  142  pieces  of  new  heavy 
brafs  cannon.     The  Pallora,  the  admiral's  veiTel,  had 
21  guns  mounted  and   10  in  referve.     The  Prince  of 
NalTau's  was  of  the  fame  force.      Thirty-fix  artillery- 
men and  volunteers  from  the  Spanifli  and  French  armies 
were  allotted  to  the  fervice  of  each  gun  :  thefe  being 
exclufive  of  the  officers  and  feamen  who  navigated  the 
veffels,  the  whole  number  on  board  was  eflimated  at 
between  6  and  7000  men.     The  gun  and  mortar  boats, 
with  the  floating  batteries  and  the  bomb  ketches,  were 
to  carry  on  their  attacks  in  every  poffible  direction,  while 
the  fire  of  the  battering  fnips  was  pointed  againft  their 
dcftined  objects.      By  this   mean,    and   by  the  fii-e  of 
near  700  cannon,  mortars  and  howitzers  from  the  ifl:h-. 
mus,  it  was  intended,  that,  every  part  of  the  v/orks  being 
attacked  at  the  fame  inftant,  and  every  quarter  prefenr- 
ing  a  flmilar  face  of  danger,  the  reflftance  of  the  gar- 
rifon  fliould  become  generally  ineffe6live,    and  totally 
unequal  to  the  accumulated  weight  and  force  of  the 
grand  attack. 

Y  2  At 


2^24  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

11^^-  At  eight  in  the  morning,  the  ten  battering  fhips  com- 
T^.  '  mandeded  by  admiral  Don  Buenventura  Moreno,  were 
put  in  m.otion^  and  proceeded  to  their  feveral  ftations. 
Between  nine  and  ten  they  came  to  an  anchor,  in  a  line 
from  the  old  to  the  new  Mole,  parallel  to  the  rock,  and 
from  loco  to  1200  yards  diilant.  The  admiral's  fhip 
was  ilationed  oppofite  the  king's  baflion  ;  and  the  others 
took  their  appointed  places,  fuccefiively  and  with  great 
regularity,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  admiral.  The 
furrounding  hills  were  covered  with  people,  as  though 
all  Spain  had  affembled  to  behold  the  fpeclacle. 

The  cannonade  and  bombardment,  on  all  fides  and  in 
all  diredlions,  from  the  illhmus,  the  fea,  and  the  various 
works  of  the  fortrefs,  was  tremendoufly  magnificent  be- 
yond defcription.     The  prodigious  ihowers  of  red-hot 
balls^  of  bombs  and  of  carcalTes,  which  filled  the  air, 
and  were  without  intermiffion  thrown  from  the  garrifon, 
to  every  point  of  the  various  attacks,  both  by  fea  and 
land,  aftoniflied  the  commanders  of  the  allied  forces.;  , 
who  could  not  conceive  how  gen.  EUiot  had  been  able  '' 
to  conilruct  and  manage  fuch  a  multitude  of  furnaces, 
as  they  deemed  necelTary  for  the  heating  of  the  quan-  ' 
tity  of  fnot  thrown.     The  number  of  red-hot  balls, 
w-hich  only  the  battering  fliips  received  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  was  eflimated  at  not  lefs  than  4000.     The  pe-  i 
ninfula  feemed  at  the  fame  timie  to  be  overwhelmed  in 
the  torrents  of  iire^  inceiiantly  poured  upon  it. 

The  battering  fliips  were  io  w^ll  conflrudied  for  with- 
landing  the  combined  pov/ers  of  fire  and  artillery,  that 
for  feveral  hours  the  continued  (bowers  of  fhells  and  hot 
fliot  widi  which  they  were  affailed,  were  not  capable  of 
making  any  vifible  impreljon  upon  them..     But  about; 
^>  two 
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two  o'clock  the  admiral's  fliip  was  obferved  to  fmoke.  i-jSz^ 
The  fire,  though  kept  under,  during  the  day  light,  could 
not  be  thoroughly  fubdued.  After  a  time,  the  Prince 
of  NalTau's  fhip  was  difcovered  to  be  in  the  fame  con- 
dition. The  diforder  that  took  place  in  thefe  two  com- 
,  manding  fhips,  affedled  the  whole  line  of  attack  3  and 
'  by  the  evening  the  fire  from  the  fortrefs  had  gained  a 
I  decided  fuperiority.  This  fire  was  continued  with  equal 
vigor  through  the  night ;  and  by  one  in  the  morning, 
the  two  firfl  fhips  were  in  flames,  and  feveral  others  vi- 
fibly  on  fire.  Continual  fignals  to  the  fleet  were  fufli- 
ciently  exprelTive  of  their  extreme  diftrefs  and  danger. 
All  means  were  ufed  by  the  fleet  to  afford  afTiftance : 
but  as  it  was  judged  im.pofTible  to  remove  the  battering 
fliips,  their  endeavours  were  only  diredted  to  the  bring- 
ing off  the  men.  A  great  number  of  boats  w^re  ac- 
cordingly emiployed,  and  much  intrepidity  was  difplay- 
ed  in  the  attem.pts  for  this  purpofe. 

Captain  Curtis,  to  complete  the  general  confufion 
and  deilrudion,  manned  his  twelve  gun -boats  with  his 
marine  brigade ;  and  drew  them  up  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  flank  the  line  of  battering  fiiips.  Each  of  his  boats 
carried  a  24  or  18  pounder,  and  by  its  low  fire  and 
fixed  aim,  was  not  a  little  formidable.  The  battering 
iliips  were  foon  overwhelmed  by  the  inceflant  fire  from 
the  garrifon,  and  by  that  of  theBritifli  gun-boats,  raking 
the  whole  extent  of  their  line.  The  fcene  was  now 
wrought  up  to  the  higheft  point  of  calamity.  The 
Spanifh  boats  no  longer  dared  to  approach  -,  but  were 
compelled  to  abandon  their  fhips  and  friends  to  die  flames, 
or  to  the  mercy  and  humanity  of  a  heated  enemy.  Se> 
veral  of  their  boats  and  launches  had  been  funk  before 

y  3  they 
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i  7^2.  they  fubmitted  to  this  neceillty.  The  day  light  at  length 
appearing,  two  Spaniili  feluccas,  which  had  not  efcaped 
with  the  others,  attempted  to  get  out  of  the  danger; 
but  a  foot  from  a  gun-boat  having  killed  feveral  men 
on  board  one  of  them,  both  were  glad  to  furrender. 

Tlie  horrors  of  the  night  were  terrible  ;  but  the  open- 
ing of  the  day  difclofed  a  fpedlacle  flill  more  painful. 
Numbers  of  men  were  feen  in  the  midft  of  the  flames 
crying  out  for  pity  and  help  ;  others  floating  on  pieces 
of  nmber,  expofed  to  equal  danger  from   the  oppofite    ' 
element.     Thofe  in  the  (hips  wliere  the  fire  had  made  a 
jefs  progrefs,  exprelTcd  in  their  looks,  geftures  and  words^ 
the  deeped  diilrefs  and  defpair;  and  were  equally  urgent 
in  im.ploring  affifbance.     The  rux  both  from,  the  g^rri- 
fon  and   gun-boats  inilant'y  ceafed  -,  and  every  danger    I 
was  encountered  by  capt,  Curtis  and  his  maririC  brigade^ 
in  endeavouring  to  refeue  the  djilrefied  enemy  from  fur- 
roundino^  de(lru6lion.     In  thcfe  efforts  the  boats  were 
expofed  to  the  peril  arifing  from  the  continual  difcharge, 
on  all  fides  of  the  artillery,  as  tnQ  guns  became  heated 
to  a  certain  degree,  and  from  die  blowing  up  of  the  bat- 
tering flrips  as  the   fire  reached  their  magazines.      J\ 
more  ftriking  inftance  of  the  ardor  and  boldnefs  with 
which  the  marine  brigade  a&cl,  needs  not  be  given, 
than  that  of  an  oHicer  and  29  privates  (all  feverely  wound- 
ed) being  dragged  out  from  among  the  fiain  in  the  holds 
of  the  burning  veiTels,  moft  of  whom   recovered  in  the 
hofpital  at  Gibraltar. 

Captain  Curtis  was  repeatedly  in  the  moft  imnriinen(: 
danger  3  particularly  fo  when  his  pinnace  was  clofe  to 
one  of  tht  largeft  fliips  at  the  time  Hie  blew  up: 
while  every  objed  was  for  a  confiderable  while  buried  in 

^  thick 
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a  thick  cloud  of  fmoke,  gen.  Elliot  and  the  garrlfon  17S2, 
fuffered  the  mod  poignant  diftrefs,  confidering  the  fate 
of  their  friend  as  inevitable.  Thirteen  officers  and  344 
men  were  faved  by  the  exertions  of  the  brigade.  It  was 
happy,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  and  feamen 
had  been  removed,  before  capt.  Curtis  could  make  his 
attack  with  the  gun  boats.  It  is  thought  however  that 
the  enemy  loft  1500  men,  prifoners  and  wounded  in- 
cluded, in  their  attack  by  fea. 

Admiral  Don  Moreno  left  his  flag  flying  when  he 
abandoned  his  fhip,  in  which  ftate  it  continued,  till  It 
was  confumed  or  blown  up  with  the  velTel.  Eight  more 
fhlps  blew  up  fuccefTively  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
The  tenth  was  burnt  by  the  Britifh,  there  being  no  pof- 
fibility  of  preferving  her  for  fervlce.  The  lofs  fuftalned 
by  the  allies  on  the  ifthmus  during  the  attack  cannot  be 
afcertained.  The  lofs  of  the  garrlfon  was  nearly  con- 
fined to  the  artillery  corps  and  the  marine  brigade. 
From  the  9th  of  Auguft  to  the  17th  of  Odober,  the 
whole  number  of  non-commiflioned  ofUcers  and  private 
men  flain,  amounted  to  fixty-five  only,  the  wounded  were 
388,  befide  twelve  com miflioned  officers. 

Such  was  the  fignal  and  complete  defenfive  vldlory, 
obtained  by  a  comparatively  handful  of  brave  men,  over 
the  combined  land  and  naval  efforts  of  tv/o  great  and  pow- 
erful nations,  who  for  the  attainrnxcnt  of  a  favorite  objedt, 
exceeded  all  former  example,  as  well  in  the  magnitude, 
as  in  the  formidable  nature  of  their  preparations. 

The  allies  were  now  compelled  to  reft  their  hopes  of 
recovering  Gibraltar,  on  the  redudlion  of  the  garrlfon 
to  a  furrender,  through  the  mere  failure  of  ammunition 
and  provifions.     But  this  was  not  to  be  effeded,  unlefs 

Y  4  they 
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1782.  they  could  defeat  lord  Howe^  or  at  leafl:  prevent  hi3 
throv/ing  in  the  intended  relief.  Mean  while  his  lord- 
fhip  met  with  much  delay,  through  winds  and  weather, 
on  his  way  to  Gibraltar;  which  was  rendered  exceedingly 
irkfome,  by  the  anxiety  that  prevailed  i-elative  to  the 
fortrers>  under  a  knowledge  of  tlie  m.enaced  attack. 
This  anxiety  was  not  removed  till  the  fleet  had  arrived 
near  the  fcene  of  afcion ;  Vv'hen  advice  was  alfo  received, 
that  the  united  fleets,  confifting  of  50  fail  of  three  and 
two  deckers,  had  taken  their  fliation  in  the  bay  of  Gib- 
raltar. 

At  this  critical  point  of  time,  a  violent  gale  of  v/ihd 
in  the  Straits,  threw  the  combined  fleets  into  the  greatell 

^^-^  diforder,  and    expofzd   them  to  no    fmall   danger.     It 

to»  happened  in  the  nighr  of  06lober  the  loth;  and  during 
the  ftorm  a  frigate  and  one  fhip  of  the  line  v/ere  driven 
afnore,  a  fecond  lofl:  her  foremaft  and  bowfprit,  two 
more  were  driven  out  of  the  bay  to  the  eaflward,  and 
many  others  fuffered  more  or  lefs  dam^age.  The  St, 
Michaelj  a  flne  Spanifn  fliip  of  72  guns,  was  driven  un-* 
der  the  works  of  Gibraltar,  v;here  iht  ran  aground  and 
was  taken  by  the  boats  of  the  garrifon.  Her  comman- 
der, v/ith  6^0  feamen  and  foldiers,  became  prifoners  of 
war.  The  alhes  difcovering  the  fate  of  the  St.  Michael, 
threw  a  number  of  fnells  in  hope  of  dedroying  her  as 
fhe  lay  afliore.  The  Britifli  however  got  her  off  in  three 
or  four  days,  v/ithout  her  having  fuffered  any  efTential 
damage. 

ir.  On  the  morning  that  fucceeded  the  fhorm,  the  Britifh 
fleet  entered  the  Straits,  in  a  clofe  line  of  battle  a-head; 
and  about  an  hour  after  night,  the  van  arriving  off  the 
bay  of  Gibraltar^  an  opportunity  was  aiTcrdcd  to  the 

ftore 
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llorc  fliips  of  reaching  their  deflined  anchorage  without  X782» 
any  moleilation  from  the  enemy ;  but  for  want  of  timely 
attention  to  the  circumilances  of  the  navigation,  pointed 
out  in  the  inllruflions  communicated  to  the  captains, 
only  four  of  the  31  fail  which  accompanied  the  fleet 
effected  their  purpofe.  The  reft  having  miffed  the  Bay, 
were  driven  through  the  Straits  into  the  Mediterranean 
during  the  night,  and  were  no  fmall  encumbrance  to  the 
fleet  in  its  fubfequent  operations. 

While  lord  Howe  was  collefting  his  convoy  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  preparing  to  efcort  them  back  to 
Gibraltar,  the  enemy  were  under  no  fmall  anxiety  for  the 
two  line  of  battle  fhips,  which  had  been  driven  into  the 
Mediterranean  on  the  night  of  the  ftorm.  To  recover 
thefe,  and  in  hope  of  intercepting,  or  preventing  the 
return  of  the  ftore  ihips,  the  com.bined  fleet  failed  from  . . 
Alsieziras  on  the  13th. 

"  The  Britiih  fleet  was  abreaft  of  Fungarola,  a  large 
port  town  between  Malaga  and  Gibraltar,  when  advice 
was  received  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  "While, 
upon  this  intelligence,  the  fleet  was  clofing  and  forming 
a  line  of  battle,  the  Buffalo  of  60  guns  was  detached 
with  thofe  ftore  (hips  which  had  been  colletled,  to  the 
Zefarine  iflands,  lying  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  about 
60  leagues  above  Gibraltar.  The  Panther,  of  the  fame 
force,  being  left  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  ftore  fhips  as  they  arrived,  lord  Howe's  force 
now  amounted  only  to  31  fail  of  the  line. 

Near  fun-let,  the  com.bined  fleets  were  defcried  in 
great  force  at  about  fix  leagues  diftance,  in  line  of  battle, 
with  a  flirons;  wind  full  in  their  favor,  and  bearing  di- 
redly  down  upon  the  BritilL  fleet.     They  amounted  to 

64 


33<^  THE      HISTORY     OF     THE 

IJ^^'  64  fall,  about  42  appeared  to  be  of  the  line,  includlno- 
feveral  large  three  deckers.  By  day  light  the  next 
morning,  they  were  perceived  clofe  in  with  the  land, 
and  at  fuch  a  diftance  as  not  to  be  vifible  from  the  deck. 
During  their  movements  they  had  recovered  the  two 
milTing  fnips. 

In  the  morning  it  was  difcovered,  that  feveral  tranf- 
ports  had  not  proceeded  with  the  Buffalo,  and  that  others 
had  joined  lord  Flowe  in  the  night.  Upon  this  account, 
the  wind  becoming  favorable,  the  fleet  proceeded  in  or- 
der of  batde  toward  the  Straits,  and  paifed  eighteen  of 
the  convoy  fafe  to  Gibraltar  bay.  By  the  i8th,  the 
veflels  under  the  care  of  the  Buffalo  rejoined  the  fleet 
and  were  fent  in.  The  two  regiments  on  board  the 
lliips  of  war  and  frigates  were  landed  ;  and  the  fcarcity 
of  ammunition  in  the  garrifon  was  removed  by  a  fupply 
of  1500  barrels  from  the  fleet.  Gibraltar  being  now 
fully  relieved,  lord  Howe  concluded  on  taking  imme- 
diate advantage  of  the  eafterly  wind,  v/hich  had  pre- 
vailed a  few  days,  for  returning  through  the  Straits  to 
the  weftward.  When  he  was  in  the  entrance  of  the 
gut,  and  enclofed  betvv'een  the  oppofite  points  of  Europa 
and  Ceuta,  the  com.bined  fleets  appeared  at  no  great 
diftance  to  the  north  eaft,  at  the  break  of  day  on  the 
19th.     They  followed  his  lordfhip,  and  die  next  morn- 

ao.  ing  were  perceived  at  about  five  leagues  diftance  to  the 
windward.  The  Britiili  formed  in  order  of  battle  to  lee- 
ward. At  fun-fet  the  enemy  began  a  cannonade  on  the  van 
and  rear  of  Howe's  fieet  j  but  generally  at  fuch  a  diftance 
as  to  produce  little  effedl.  Perceiving  however  a  part 
of  his  rear  much  feparated  from  the  reft,  they  made  $.i 
bolder  attempt  upon  that  divifion.     The  French  andl 

Spani] 
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Spanifh  admirals  led  the  attack  upon  the  feparated  fhips,  H^^* 
which,  referving  themfelves  till  they  were  within  a  near 
diftance,  threw  in  fo  well-timed,  heavy  and  admirably 
dire6led  a  fire  upon  them,  that  the  enemy  were  foon  in 
evident  confufion,  hauled  their  wind  and  gave  up  the 
objedt  entirely. 

The  diflant  fire  of  the  combined  fleets  did  much  da- 
mage to  the  yards  and  rigging  of  feveral  Britifh  fhlps  t 
the  number  of  men  and  officers  killed  and  wounded, 
^mounted  to  265  ;  a  trifling  lofs  com.pared  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  fcrvice  in  which  lord  Howe  had  been 
engaged.  His  lordfhip  having  effedled  the  bufinefs  on 
which  he  was  difpatched,  and  the  combined  fleets  being 
at  a  confiderabie  diflance  in  the  morning,  apparently  on 
their  return  to  Cadiz,  he  proceeded  on  his  way  homes 
but  while  doing  it  ne  detached  eight  fliips  of  the  line  to 
the  Weil  Indies,  and  fix  to  the  coafl:s  of  Ireland. 

The  exiflience  of  thefe  events  did  not  interrupt  the 
negotiations  for  peace,  carrying  on  at  Paris.  Thefe 
were  rather  forwarded  by  it  -,  as  the  belligerent  powers 
were  brought  into  a  nearer  equality  of  circumfl:ances  for 
treatino;  with  each  other, 

Mr.  Jay,  in  confequence  of  his  being  appointed  by 
congrefs  one  of  the  commiflloners  to  treat  for  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  left  Madrid  and  repaired  to  Paris. 
He  and  Dr.  Franklin  were  received  by  the  Spanifii  am- 
baflfador,  the  count  D'Aranda,  as  minifl:ers  from  con- 
grefs, when  they  dined  with  him  in  the  beginning  of 
i  July.  This  might  be  viewed  by  others  as  a  public  ac- 
I  knowledgment,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  American  United  States;  but  could  not 
fadsfy  Mr.  Jay,  who  declined  negotiating  with  D'Aranda 

without 
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17S2.  Without  an  exchange  of  commifTions^  though  the  French 
minifter  Vergennes  wifhed  him  to  do  it.  Mr.  Fitzher- 
bert  and  Mr.  Ofwald  were  fent  over  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  the  former  to  treat  chiefly  with  the 
European  powers,  the  latter  with  the  Americans.  The 
commifTion  granted  to  Mr.  Ofwald,  inftcad  of  acknow- 
ledging the  independence  of  the  United  States  in  the 
firfl  inftance,  provided  only  for  the  acknowledgment  of 
it  in  an  article  of  the  propofed  treaty.  Mr.  Jay  cb- 
jedled  to  the  commliTion.  The  count  de  Vergennes 
thought  it  fufEcientj  and  vADuld  have  had  him  proceed: 
but  notwithftanding  die  infl:ru6lions  of  congrefs,  he  de- 
clined complying  with  the  count's  wifhes.  Dr.  Franklin 
declared  himfelf  of  tlie  fame  opinion  vvith  the  count. 
Jay  however  v;as  fixed  -,  and  drew  up  a  letter,  which  ht 
intended  to  fend  to  Vergennes,  containing  his  reafons 
for  not  treating  with  Ofwald  upon  that  comm.ifTion, 
When  he  fhowed  it  to  Dr.  Franklin,  the  dodlor  ownec 
the  force  of  his  reafonings  j  and  that  he  had  not  attendee 
to  them  before,  or  he  iliould  not  have  fo  readily  faller. 
in  with  the  opinion  of  the  French  minifter.  Mr.  Ja) 
kept  up  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Adams,  one 
of  his  fellow  commiffionei's,  and  acquainted  himi  wit!" 
the  flate  of  affairs.  They  judged  ahke ;  and  Mr.  Adam: 
determined  not  to  leave  Holland  and  repair  to  Paris,  til 
Mr.  Ofwald  had  a  different  commiffion. 

Mean  v/hile  Mr.  Adams  employed  himfelf  in  nego- 
tiating A  treaty  of  amity  and  ccmmerce^  between  the  State. 
General  of  the  United  Nelherlands.  and  the  United  State. 

g  *  of  America^  which  was  concluded  on  the  8th  of  October 
The  loth  article  provides,  that  the  veffels  of  cither  party 
not  having  contraband  goods  for  an  enemy's  port,  ma) 

frceh 
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freely  purfue  their  voyage ;  and  that  it  fhall  not  be  re-  ^^2* 
quired  to  examine  the  papers  of  veflels  convoyed  by 
men  of  war,  but  credence  fhall  be  given  to  the  word  of 
the  ofFicer  conducing  the  convoy.     The  24th  fets  forth, 
that  under  the  denonnination  of  contraband  and  merchan- 
difes  prohibited,  fhall  be  comprehended  only  warlike 
(lores  and  arms,  as  alfo  foldiers,  horfes,  faddles  and  fur- 
niture for  horfes.     All  other  effects  and  merchandifes, 
and  even  all  forts  of  naval  matters,  however  proper  they 
may  be  for  the  conftrudion  and  equipment  of  veiTels  of 
war,    or  for  the  manufa6lure  of  one  or  another  fort  of 
machines  of  war,  by  land  or  fea,  fhall  not  be  judged 
contraband ;  and  may  be  tranfported  from  and  to  places 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  thofe  only  excepted  which  are 
nearly  furrounded  by  fom.e  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Ofwald  often  converfed  freely  with 
each  other,  notwithflanding  the  obje6lion  made  to  the 
Britifli  comminion  3  and  without  letting  either  the  French 
miniiler  or  Dr.  Franklin  know  of  it,  prepared  all  things 
as  far  as  pofTible  for  treating  officially  whenever  a  nev/ 
commifTion  fliould  be  received.  On  the  loth  of  Sep- 
tember, Mr.  Jay  had  put  into  his  hands  the  following 
copy  of  a  tranflation  of  a  letter  to  count  de  Vergennes— 
"  N''225.  Philadelphia,  March  13,  1782.  Sir,  Gen, 
Greene  affirmiS,  that  in  no  one  itate  is  attachment  to  in- 
dependency carried  to  a  higher  pitch,  than  in  South 
Carolina :  but  that  this  affeflion  is  yet  exceeded  by  the 
hatred  borne  to  England.  Mr.  Mathews,  governor  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  has  communicated  to  per- 
fons  of  the  mod  influence  in  his  flate,  the  ukimaturn 
of  the  month  of  laft,  who  approved  of  the 

claufes  in  general^  and  particularly  that  one  which  leaves 

the 


JJ4  THE      HISTORV      OF      THE 

'7^2.  the  king  mailer  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  or  truce*, 
excepting  independence  and  the  treaties  of  commerce  and 
alliance.  Mr.  S.  Adams  is  ufing  all  his  endeavours  to  raife 
in  theflate  of  MafTachufetts  aftrong  oppofition  to  peace, if 
the  eaflern  ftates  are  not  thereby  admitted  to  the  fifheries 
and  particularly  to  that  of  Newfoundland.  Mr.  Adams 
delights  in  trouble  and  difficulty.  He  could  not  have 
ufed  a  fitter  engine  than  the  fifneries,  for  flirring  up  the 
pafTions  of  the  eaftern  people,  and  renewing  the  queftioii 
that  had  lain  dormant  during  his  two  years  abfence  at 
Bofton.  The  reigning  toaft  in  the  eaft  is — May  the 
United  States  ever  maintain  their  right  to  the  fifheries  !  It 
'would  be  dangerous  informing  the  people  through  the 
public  papers.  The  king  however  may  caufe  to  be  in-- 
timated  to  congrefs  or  the  minifter,  his  furprife  that  the 
Newfoundland  fiflieries  have  been  included  in  the  addi- 
tional inftrudtions ;  that  the  United  States  fet  forth 
therein  pretenfions  without  paying  regard  to  the  king's 
I'ights,  and  without  confidering  the  impoflibility  of  their 
making  conqueils,  and  keeping  wliat  belongs  to  Britain. 
His  majefly  might  caufe  a  promife  to  be  given  to  con- 
grefs of  his  affiftance  for  procuring  admJilion  to  the  other 
fifheries ydQchnng  however  that  he  would  not  be  anfwerable 
for  the  fuccefs,  and  that  he  is  bound  to  nothing,  as  the 
treaty  makes  no  mention  of  that  article.  The  declara- 
tion being  made  before  the  peace,  the  hopes  of  the 
people  could  not  be  fupported,  nor  could  it  one  day 
hereafter  be  faid,  that  we  left  them  in  the  dark  on  this 
point.  It  were  to  bewifhed,  that  this  declaration  fhould 
be  made,  while  New  York,  Charleflown  and  Penobfcot 
are  in  the  enemy's  hands.  There  are  fome  judicious 
perfons  to  whom  we  may  fpeak  of  giving  up  the  fifh- 
eries. 
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cries,  and  the  lands  of  the  weft  for  the  fake  of  peace  j  i7^2» 
but  there  are  enthufiafts  who  fly  out  at  this  idea^  and 
their  numbers  cannot  fail  of  increafmg  when  the  Englifh 
are  expelled.  The  divifion  is  nearly  equal  in  congrefs 
and  among  the  ftates  5  and  our  influence  can  incline  the 
beam,  either  for  peace  or  war,  which  ever  we  may 
choofe.  Let  his  majefty  likewife  caufe  a  memorial  to 
be  delivered  to  congrefs,  wherein  ihould  be  ftated  the 
ufe  made  by  minifters  of  the  powers  intrufted  to  them 
by  that  affembly,  and  the  impediments  which  may  have 
ftood  in  the  way  of  a  fuller  fatisfa6lion  on  every  point. 
It  is  remarked  by  feme,  that  as  England  has  other  filb- 
eries  befide  Newfoundland,  flie  may  perhaps  endeavour 
that  the  Americans  fhould  partake  in  that  of  the  grand 
bank,  in  order  to  conciliate  their  affe6lion,  or  procure 
them  fome  compenfation,  or  create  a  fubject  of  jealoufy 
between  them  and  us ;  but  it  does  not  feem  likely,  that 
fhe  will  a61:  fo  contrary  to  her  own  intereft  -,  and  was  ilie 
fo  to  do,  it  will  be  for  the  better  to  have  declared  at  aa 
early  period  to  the  Americans,  that  their  pretenfion  is 
not  founded,  and  that  his  majefty  does  not  mean  to 
fupport  it.     Barbe  Marbois." 

Mr.  Jay  told  Mr.  Ofwald— '^  If  lord  Shelburne 
means  to  have  the  United  States  friends y  as  he  cannot 
have  them  for  JubjeSfs,  their  independence  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged in  the  beginning.  While  their  indepen- 
dence is  not  acknowledged  dire6lly  or  indireci:ly,  they 
will  be  obliged  by  the  treaty  to  continue  annexed  to 
France  till  fuch  acknowledgment  is  made,  and  fo  to  fight 
the  battles  and  promote  the  views  of  France.  Inde- 
pendence muft  be  acknowledged,  that  fo  the  Americans 
may  be  feparated  from^  France,  and  a  peace  be  accom- 

piifned ; 
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»7^2.  p]jf]^,e(^  .  2.nd  if  they  are  not  admitted  to  the  fiilicry  ^ni 
the  v/eftern  lands,  there  will  be  continual  bickerings,  and 
a  friendihip  be  prevented."  Ofwald  was  at  length  con- 
vinced, by  frequently  difcournng  with  Jay,  that  a  new 
comnniflion  inuil  be  granted.  That  all  future  objedtions 
and  difficulties  might  be  precluded,  he  defired  Jay  to 
give  him  a  draught  of  one,  which  Ihouid  be  fully  to  his 
iatisfaCtion  :  this  v/as  done. 

The  firft  confidential  fecretary  of  count  de  Vergennes 
drew  up  a  memoir,  which  when  Mr.  Jay  had  perufed 
he  Vv'as  apprehcnflve,  that  the  French  court  would,  at  a 
peace,  oppofe  the  extenfion  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  to  the  MiiTiiUppi,  together  with  their  claim  to  the 
free  navigation  of  that  river — would  probably  fupport 
the  Britifn  claims  to  all  the  country  above  the  31  degree 
of  latitude,  and  certainly  to  all  the  country  north  of  the 
Ohio — and  that,  if  America  fliould  not  ao;ree  to  divide 
with  Spain  in  the  manner  prcpofed  by  count  D'Aranda 
the  French  court  would  tlien  aid  Spain  in  negotiating 
with  Britain  for  the  territory  Hie  wanted,    and  v/ould 
agree  that  the  refidue  fliould  remain  to  Britain.     Tht 
Spanifh  miinifler  had  propofed,  that  the  wcilern  line  0I 
the  United  States  fliould  run  from  a  lake  near  the  con- 
tines  of  Georgia,  but  eaft  of  Flynt  river,  to  the  confiu- 
ence  of  the  Canaway  with  the  Ohio,  thence  rour.d  tht 
Vv'eflern  fhorcs  of  Lake  Erie  and  Huron,  and  thence 
round  Lake  Michigan  to  Lake  Superior.     Tlie  propo- 
fitions  oltered  in  the   micmoir  by  Mr,  Rayneval  were 
fuppofed  to  be  the  fentiments  of  Vergennes.     Mr.  Ray- 
neval left  Paris.     Mr,  J  ay  learned  from  good  authoricy 
that  on  the  morning  of  his  departure,  count  D  Az*andr 
had;  contrary  to  his  uibal  practice,  gene  v/ith  poft  horfef 

tc 
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to  VerfailleSj   and  was  two  or  three  hours  in  conference '7^2* 
with^Vergennes  and  Rayneval,  before  the  latter  fet  out 
for  England.    All  thefe  fads  taken  together,  Jay  coniec-» 
tured  that  Rayneval  was  fent  to  let  lord  Shelburne  know, 
that  the  demands  of  America  to  be  treated  by  Britain 
as  independent,  previous  to  a  treaty,  were  not  approved 
of  or  countenanced  by  the  French  court,  and  that  the 
offer  of  Britain  to  make  that  acknowleds-ment  in  an 
article  of  the  propofed  treaty  was  in  the  court's  opinion 
fufficient — to  found  his  lordfhip  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
fifhery,  and  to  difcover  whether  Britain  would  agree  to 
divide  it  with  France  to  the  exclufion  of  ail  others — to 
imprefs  his  lordfliip  with  the  determination  of  Spain  to 
pofTefs  the  exclufive  navigation  of  the  guiph  of  Mexico^ 
and  of  their  defire  to  keep  the  Americans  from  the 
MiffifTippi,  and  aifo  to  hint  the  propriety  of  fuch  a  line 
as  on  the  one  hand  would  fatisfy  Spain,    and  on  tl;e 
other  leave  to  Britain  all  the  country  north  of  the  Ohio 
—and  to  make  fuch  other  verbal  overtures  to  his  lord- 
fhip  as  it  might  not  be  advifable  to  reduce  to  writing, 
and  to  judge  from  the  general  tenor  of  his  lordihip's 
anfwers  and  converfation,  whether  it  was  probable  that 
a  general  peace  in  terms,  agreeable  to  France^  could  be 
effected,  that  fo  an  immediate  flop  might  be  put  to  th€ 
negotiation,  if  that  was  not  the  cafe. 

Mr.  Jay  upon  this  fent  for  Mr.  V -^  and  ac- 
quainted him  that  he  muft  go  over  imimediately  to  Lon- 
don. An  exprefs  being  inftantiy  going  off,  Mr.  Y -—_ 
addrefled  a  line  to  lord  Shelburne,  and  defired  his  lord- 
Ihip  to  enter  into  no  bufinefs  with  Mr.  Rayneval,  tiil 
V had  fir  ft  feen  him.  Jay  gave  V all  the  infor- 
mation he  wiflied  to  have  communicated  to  hislordihipj 

Vol.  IV.  -Z  which 
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1782.  which    being    minuted     down,    V proceeded 

the  next  day  for  London.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  the 
new  commifTion  was  iffued,  and  Mr.  Ofwald  was  em- 
powered to  treat  with  the  United  States  as  adually  in- 
dependent, and  with  their  commiilioners  only.     When 

^^    Mr.  Adams  was  informed  of  it,  he  left  Holland.     He 

26.  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  26th  of  October ;  and  as  loon 
as  poffible  waited  upon  Mr.  Jay.  A  plan  was  fettled 
between  them,  how  to  proceed  in  the  negotiation.  When 
Dr.  Franklin  afterward  joined  them,  Mr.  Adams  told 
him,  that  he  and  Mr.  Jay  had  determined  to  negotiate 
with  Mr.  Ofwald  without  confulting  or  being  advifed  by 
count  de  Vergennes.  The  dodlor  made  no  reply  to  it; 
but  the  next  morning  told  diem,  that  he  would  ad:  with. 
them  in  that  way.  \' 

Mr.  Rayneval  being  in  company  with  them  after  his 
return  to  Paris,  afked  them  what  they  demanded  as  ta 
the  filheries ;  and  was  anfwered — "  We  infift  on  eniov- 
ing  a  riofht  in  common  to  them  with  Britain."  The 
other  intimated  that  their  views  fhould  not  extend  further" 
than  a  coail  fifhery ;  and  infinuated  that  pains  had  lately 
been  taken  in  the  eaftern  ftates,  to  excite  their  appre- 
henfions  and  increafe  their  demands  on  that  head.  He 
was  told  that  fuch  a  right  was  effential  to  them,  and  that 

i  their  people  Vv'ould  not  be  content  to  make  peace  Vvith- 
out  it.  Dr.  Franklin  explained  very  fully  the  importance 
of  the  fifheries  to  the  eaftern  dates  in  particular.  Rayneval 
then  foftened  his  manner,  and  obfervcd,  that  it  was  na- 
tural for  France  to  wiih  better  to  the  United  States  than 
tb^England ;  but  as  the  filheries  were  a  great  nurfery  for 
feamen,  they  might  fuppofe  England  w^ould  be  difinclined 
to  let  odicrs  Ihare  in  it,  and  diat  for  his  part  he  wiflicd 
4  thero. 
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there  might  be  as  few  obftacles  to  a  peace  as  poffible.  '7^^» 
He  reminded  them  alfo,  that  Mr.  Ofwald's  new  com- 
miflion  had  been  ifTued  poilerior  to  his  arrival  at  London. 
The  fifheries  labored  for  fome  time.     The  Britilh 
miniftry  were  for  excluding  the  Americans  from  fifhing 
within  three  leagues  of  any  of  the  coafts  belonging  to 
Britain,  and  within  fifteen  of  Louifburgh.     Mr.  Adams 
told  Mr.  Ofwald,  that  the  New  England  flates  had  no 
ftaple  without  the  fifhery — that  the  fifheries  entered  into 
all  their  trade — that  were  they  excluded  from  them,  the 
Britifh  would  not  be  benefited  by  it,  for  the  French 
would  get  the  trade — that  Britain  w^ould  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  a  number  of  American  failors  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance,  whatever  they  might  have  from  the  French  who 
were  near — that  the  fifliermen  would  break  through  fuch 
limits,  whatever  care  might  be  ufed  to  prevent  it,  which 
might  prove  a  bone  of  contention,  and  bring  on  another 
war  after  a  few  years.     Mr.  Ofwald  made  a  great  diffi- 
culty about  acknowledging  the  right  of  the  Americans 
to  the  fifheries ;  and  was  for  inferring  the  word  liberty. 
After  a  while  Mr.  Adams  faid — "  They  have   a  right 
every  way.     The  banks  are  only  fo  many  leagues  from 
the  Americans,  but  they  are  fo  many  from  the  Euro- 
peans i  if  the  latter  have  a  right  by  nature,  certainly  the 
former  have.     We  have  fought  together  with  the  Eng- 
iifh  in  their  wars  for  the  enjoyment  of  them,  and  with 
them*  we  have  poffefTed  them ;  and  therefore  we  have  a 
full  right,"     The  word  right  was  agreed  to  be  inferted 
in  the  treaty.     The  article  of  the  fifhery  cofl  the  AmxC- 
rican  commifTioners,  all  the  induftry,  fkili  and  addrefs 
that  they  were  maflers  of     Mr.  Laurens*s  prefence  with 
his  brother  commifTioners  the  two  lafl  days  was  of  great 
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i782,fervice.  He  propofed  the  infertion  of  a  paragraph 
againft  carrying  away  any  negroes  or  other  property, 
belonging  to  the  American  inhabitants.  He  appeared 
deeply  inipreffed  with  the  lofs  of  his  fon  -,  but  the  ve- 
nerable hero  thanked  God  that  he  had  fuch  a  fon,  one 
who  was  willing  to  lofe  his  life  in  the  caufe  of  his  country. 
The  American  commifTioners  expedited  the  negotia- 

■^°^'''  tiori  with  the  utmofl  alTiduity  -,  and  on  the  30th  of  Nor- 
vembefj  provifional  articles  v/ere  agreed  upon  and  fign^ 
ed,  to  take  efFe6t  whenever  terms  of  peace  fliould  be  |[ 
finally  fettled  with  tlie  court  of  France.  The  bufinefs 
was  frnifhed  fb  privately  and  unexpedledly,  that  mini- 
llers  and  ambalTadorSj  as  well  as  others  in  and  about 
the  court  of  Verfailles,  were  furprifed  upon  hearing  the 
news.  The  figning  of  the  provifional  articles  will  pro- 
bably fufpend  the  hoftile  operations  of  France  and  Spain, 
till  It  is  known  v/hether  a  general  peace  can  be  agreed  ^ 
npon.  They  have  colle6led  their  fleets  at  Cadiz  to  the 
amount  of  near  forty  Hiips  of  the  line^  which  are  def- 
tined  for  the  Weft  Indies^  and  are  to  be  commanded 
by  count  d'Eftaing ;  who  is  to  convoy  thither  feveral  11 
dioufand  French  troops  under  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 
Had  not  the  American  commiffioners  improved  the 
precious  moment  that  olTcred,,  v/ithout  entangling  them- 
felves  by  confulting  count  de  Vergennes,  the  Britifh  mi- 
niftry  might  have  been  changed,  and  thofe  events  have 
fucceeded,  which  w^ould  have  kept  the  United  States 
much  longer  from  the  poiTeuion  of  their  independence. 

We  muft  now  quit  the  negotiations  of  peace  for  the 
operations  which  relate  to  war.  By  the  French  gazette 
it  appears,  that  capt.  de  la  Peroufe^,  commanding  a 
divifion  of  his  moft  chriftian  majefty's  fleets  ha5  deftroyed 
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the  fettlcments  at  Hudfon's-bay.      He   computes  the  1782. 
lofs  fuftained  by  the  Hudfon's-bay  Company  at  about 
500,000!.  fterling. 

The  gentlemen  of  tlie  county  of  Suffolk  propofed 
building  a  fliip  of  the  line  for  the  ufe  of  government, 
and  began  a  fubfcription  for  the  purpofe.  The  plan 
was  to  be  carried  into  immediate  execution,  when  twelve 
other  counties  had  agreed  to  follow  the  example.  There 
w^as  fubfcribed  in  the  v/hole  21067!.  19s.  6d.  The 
propofal  anfwered  a  good  purpofe,  as  may  be  feen  by 
the  following  extradl  of  a  letter  from  Wm.  Middleton 
efq;  to  the  corporation  of  Ipfwich. — "  Sept.  7.  It  is 
with  fmgular  fatisfadlion  I  can  inform  you,  that  the  fpi- 
rited  refolve  of  this  county,  has  already  had  its  defired 
effed  on  the  court  of  France.  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  now 
at  Paris,  writes  word,  that  nothing  but  a  decifive  vic- 
tory at  fea,  could  have  had  fo  ftriking  an  effe6t  on  that 
court,  as  the  refolves  of  this  and  the  other  counties,  to 
build  fhips  of  war  by  voluntary  contributions,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  public.*'  But  Sir  James  Lowther  diftinguifli- 
ed  himfelf  by  a  noble  Angularity,  which  few  had  power 
'*^o  follow.  On  the  6th  of  September,  he  waited  on  lord 
Keppel,  and  after  expreffing  his  concern  that  county 
fubfcriptions  for  building  men  of  war  went  on  languidly, 
requefted  his  lordfhip  to  prefent  his  duty  to  the  king, 
and  at  the  fame  time  befeech  his  majefty  to  accept  a 
man  of  war  of  the  line  from  him,  completely  manned, 
vidualled,  and  fitted  for  action.  Lord  Keppel,  afto- 
nifhed  at  fuch  an  unexampled  inftance  of  generofity  in 
^a  private  gentleman,  affured  Sir  J  amies  that  his  requefl 
'"(hould  be  inftantly  coin  plied  with,  which  it  accordingly 
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3^7^2.  ^as  .  and  the  k'mg  received  the  offer  with  that  mark  of 
refpefl  which  became  his  majefty. 

Ten  men  of  war  (including  count  de  GrafTe's  fhips 
taken  by  admiral  Rodney)  with  a  large  fleet  of  mer- 
chantmen from  Jamaica,  fuffered  exceedingly  by  a  tre- 
mendous gale  of  wind  off  Newfoundland  on  the  17th 
of  September,  and  fince  by  captures.  The  Ville  de 
Paris,  and  the  Glorieux  foundered,  and  only  one  man 
out  of  the  compliment  of  both  fhips  efcaped  to  tell  their 
m^elancholy  fate.  The  Hedor  alfo  funk;  but  being 
defcried  in  time  by  a  fnow  that  made  toward  them,  the 
crew  were  fayed.  The  captain's  name  v/as  John  Hill, 
though  his  veffel  was  fmall  for  the  purpofe,  yet  he  took 
on  board  upward  of  200  mien  belonging  to  the  Hedtor. 
He  threw  part  of  his  cargo  overboard  to  make  room 
for  them ;  and  generoully  fhared  his  provifions  with 
them  to  the  hazard  of  wandng  himfelf.  The  greatnefs 
of  the  rifk  he  ran  appears  from  hence,  that  the  lafl  cafk 
of  water  was  broached  on  the  day  that  land  was  difco- 
vered.  The  Ramilies  went  down,  but  her  people  v/ere 
faved  by  the  merchantmen  in  company.  The  Centaur 
was  likewife  loft,  and  all  her  company,  except  twelve, 
with  the  captain,  who  got  into  the  only  renaaining 
boat.  They  traverfed  a  fpace  of  near  8co  miles  in  the 
Adantic  ocean,  without  compafs  or  quadrant,  and  with 
a  blanket  for  a  fail.  They  had  only  two  bifcuits  di- 
vided am.ong  them  every  twenty-four  hours  -,  and  as 
much  water  during  that  fpace  to  every  man,  as  x]\q  neck 
of  a  wine  bottle  broken  off  would  hold.  At  the  cxpi- 
ration  of  fixteen  days,  when  the  lafl:  divifion  of  bifcuit 
and  water  had  been  made,  to  their  inexpreffibie  jqy 
they  difcovered  the  Portugiieje  iiland  of  Fayal^  where 

they 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  343 

they  fafely  arrived  at  night.  The  American  cruifers  car-  '7^2, 
ried  into  L'Orient  17  of  the  Jamaica  fleet.  The  whole 
number  of  prizes  brought  into  that  port  by  them,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the  end  of  06lober,  amounts 
to  32;  exciufive  of  what  have  arrived  in  other  ports  of 
France, 


LETTER      XIL 


Paris )  B£c.  3O;,  17 S3. 


Friend  G. 


TH  E  Governor  of  the  Univerfe,  to  whofe  jufcice 
and  determination  all  the  late  belligerent  powers  17 ^3' 
appealed,  having  fo  ordered  events  that  peace  is  at  length 
fully  reftored,  the  prefent  letter  fhall  clofe  my  correlpon- 
dence  upon  affairs  of  a  public  nature. 

Mr.  Francis  Dana,  your  late  American  refident  at. 
Peterfburgh,  but  who  failed  from  thence  for  America 
on  the  7  th  of  Auguft,  labored  to  obtain  a  reception 
in  his  public  chara6ler  -,  but  received  from  the  Ruffian 
miniller,  in  anfwer  to  his  application,  the  following  de-- 
claration. — "  I  have  to  renew  to  you,  Sir,  the  expref- 
fion  of  fatisfadtion  with  which  her  Imperial  majefty  is 
impreffed  by  the  mark  of  attention  which  your  confti- 
tuents  have  paid  her,  in  fending  to  her  a  perfon  exprefsiy 
clothed  with  a  public  character  j  and  to  allure  you,  that 
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^7^*'  fne  will  Jjcknowledge  you  v/iih  pleafure  in  that  quality, 
the  inftant  that  the  definitive  treaties  which   are  at  the 
eve  of  being  concluded,  iliall  have  been  executed — hef 
delicacy  being  a  law  to  her,  not  to   take,  before  that 
time,  a  ftep  which   might  not  be  confidered.  as  corre- 
fponding  with  thofe  which  have  charadterized  her  llrid 
neutrality  during  the  courfe  of  the  late  war.     Notwith- 
flanding  which  the  emiprefs  repeats,  that  you  may  en- 
joy not  only  for  your  own  honor,  but  alfo  for  your  coun- 
trymen, who  m.ay  come  into  her  em.pire  on  commercial 
bufinefs,.  or  otherwife,  the  mofc  favorable  reception  and 
the  protection  of  the  laws  of  nations.      The  condu6b 
v/hich  the   emprefs  has  held  during  the  courfe  of  the 
war>  fuBiciently  witneffcs  in  favor  of  the  impartiality  of 
her  fentiments,  and  puts  an  end  to  every  difcuflion  oa 
that  point,  and  ought  to  make  you  entirely  eafy." 

'While  the  negotiations  for  peace  were  carrying  on 
between  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain  and  Holland,  news 
was  received  from  the  Eafl:  Indies,  but  fuch  as  had  not  j 
a  favorable  afped:  on  the  Britifh  intereft  in  that  quar- 
J782. ter.  Adm.  SufFrein,  with  twelve  fhips  of  the  line,  and 
•';P*"adm.  Hughes  with  eleven,  engaged  afrefli  on  the  12th 
of  April  1782.  This  adlion  appears  to  have  been  the 
mOil  bloody  that  had  been  fought  during  the  war,  down 
to  that  period,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  fhips. 
TheJBritiOi  had  144  killed,  and  430  wounded.  The 
French  after  that  proceeded  to  land  a  body  of  troops, 
v/hich,  leing  joined  by  fome  thoufand  feapoys  fent  by  \ 
Hyder  Ally,  invefted  and  reduced  Cuddalore  on  the 
coafl:  of  Coromandel.  When  the  prehminary  articles 
between  Britan,  France  and  Spain  were  exchanged,  on  ' 
tlie  3d  of  lafc  Februar}^,  fother  advices  were  received. 
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from  the  Eaft  Indies,  giving  an  account,  that  notwitK-  n^z^ 
{landing  a  vi6lory  which  Sir  Eyre  Coote  gained  over 
Hyder  Ally  on  the  id  of  June  1782,  the  latter  kept  the 
field  J  and  fix  days  after,  by  the  help  of  his  numerous 
cavalry,  furrounded  and  cut  off  an  advanced  body  of 
the  Britifli  army,  and  continued  to  harafs  it  much  in 
its  march.     Shordy  after  Sir  Eyre's  bad  health  obhged 
him  to  relinquifh  his  command.     The  French  fleet  be- 
ing fully  repaired  left  Cuddalore,  and  on  the  5th  of  July 
came  in  fight  of  the  Britifli  at  Negapatam.     Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes  immediately  put  to  fea.     The  next  day  j^\y 
he  commenced  a  clofe  action  with  Monf.  de  Suffrein.     ^* 
Both  fleets  fuflered  much,  and  at  night  anchored  at  no  great 
diftance  from  each  other.     In  the  morning  the  French 
Ihips  failed  to  Cuddalore ;  while  the  Britifh  were  fo  da- 
maged in  their  rigging  that  they  could  not  purfue.    Suf- 
frein refitted  his  fquadron  with  the  utmofl  expedition, 
put  to  fea  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  formed  a  junction 
with  a  numiber  of  French  tranfports  and  fome  men  of 
.  war,  and  failed  dire^lly  for  Trincomale,  which  furren- 
'  dered  to  him  on  the  laft  day  of  the  month.     Hughes 
upon  gaining  intelligence  at  Madras  of  what  was  going 
I  forward,  failed  inftantly  for  the  relief  of  the  place  ;  but 
did  not  arrive  before  it  till  the  2d  of  September.     The 
next  morning  Suffrein  came  out  of  the  bay  with  15  fhips  Sept. 
of  the  line,  including  3  fifties.  Hughes,  with  only  twelve,.    ^* 
including  one  fifty,  was  ready  to  receive  him.     The  en-^ 
:  gagement  began  about    noon  with  great  fury  on  each 
fide  ;  and  continued  with  equal  obftinacy  till  about  feven, 
when  the  French  admiral    drew  off,    after  having  loft; 
both  his  mizen  and  main-maft,  and  had  feveral  fhips 
greatly  damaged.     He  returned  to  Trincomale  at  night, 

but 
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i785«  but  left  a  74  gun  fhip  in  re-entering  the  harbour.  This 
was  the  fourth  battle  that  had  been  fought  between  Sir 
Edward  Hughes  and  Monf.  de  Suffrein  within  {cvtn 
months.  Never  before  had  there  been  fo  obilinate  a 
connpetition  for  the  maftery  of  the  Indian  ocean.  Though 
the  bravery  and  fkill  of  the  Britifh  admiral  and  failors 
prevented  SufFrein's  availing  himfelf  of  his  fuperiority 
for  the  capturing  of  his  enemy's  fhips,  yet  he  difplayed 
uncommon  courage^  and  exerted  himfelf  in  fuch  a  man* 
ner,  as  Ihowed  him  to  be  an  able  commander  and  a 
determined  foe.  About  the  20th  of  September,  Sir. 
Richard  Bickerton,  v>^ith  a  fquadron  of  five  Ihips  of  thc.> 
line,  and  near  5000  men,  arrived  at  Madras. 

In  December  laft  Hyder  Ally  died.      Upon  which 
gen.  Mathews  was  ordered  by  the  prefidency  of  Bom-^* 
bay,  to  proceed  with  his  whole  force  into  the  country  of 
Canaree,  in  order  to  poflefs  Bednore,  the  capital,  where: 
Hyder's  imimenfe  treafures  were  fuppoled  to  be,  togew 
ther  with  all  his  magazines  for  war.     As  the  place  was.:^ 
incapable  of  refiilance,  it  was  delivered  up  to  the  Bri-^^ 
tifh  general  upon  his  appearing  before  it,  together  with^ 
the  province,  by  capitulation.     The  general  impriibned: 
the  Indian  governor  in  dire6c  violation  of  the  articles,: 
and  committed  various  irregularities.      After  that  the 
general  befieged  Mangalore,  the  principal  fea  port  and 
marine  arfenal  of  Hyder  Ally,    whicli  fui  rendered   on 
Mar.  the  9th  of  March.     Tippoo  Saib,   who  had  -fueceeded 
^*      to  his  father  Hyder  Ally's  defigns  as  v/ell  as  his  power, 
refolved  to  relinquiih  the  Carnatic  j  and  marched  with 
above  ico,coo  men  to  refcue  Bednore.     Gen.  Mathews> 
though  he  had  only  between  2  and  300c  troops,  of  whom 
j4bcut  700  were  Europeans^  determined  to  march  out  of 

the 
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the  capital,  and  give  battle  to  Tippoo  Saib  in  an  open  ^1^3* 
plain.  The  conteil  was  fhort ;  his  handful  of  men  was 
totally  routed  with  great  flaughter ;  and  he  was  obliged 
with  the  broken  remains  of  his  force  to  take  ihelter  in 
the  fortrefs,  which  flood  upon  an  eminence  -nigh  the 
town.  After  a  fiege  of  near  three  v/eeks,  the  garrifon 
obtained  terms  from  Tippoo  Saib,  fecuring  their  private  ^ 
property  upon  their  delivering  up  what  was  public,  and 
promifing  them  fafe  condu6t  to  Bombay.  Thefe  condi- 
tions depriving  them  of  the  immenfe  booty  they  had 
acquired,  they  determined  upon  eluding  the  fame  by 
dividing  the  treafure  among  themfelves.  Tippoo  Saib, 
when  the  contrivance  was  difcovered,  confidered  the  ar- 
ticles as  annulled  by  this  breach  of  faith  3  put  both  of- 
ficers and  men  under  confinement,  and  ftripped  them 
of  all  they  pofTefTed.  When  they  had  fufi^ered  many 
indignities,  they  were  fent  to  a  fort  up  the  country  loaded 
with  irons.  The  general  and  feveral  officers  are  thought 
to  have  been  put  to  death  with  circumftances  of  great 
cruelty.  The  fuccefs  that  followed  the  recovery  of  his 
capital,  encQuraged  Tippoo  Saib  to  befiege  Mangalore; 
and  the  garrifon  was  reduced  to  great  extremity.  But 
they  v/ere  relieved  by  the  news  qf  the  general  peace, 
which  arrived  in  July. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  went  by  fea  to  Bengal  for  the  reco- 
very pf  his  health.  When  upon  his  return  to  Madras, 
he  was  chafed  forty-eight  hours  by  two  French  men  of 
war.  The  folicitude  and  fatigue  he  underwent  in  con- 
tinuing nearly  the  whole  time  upon  deck,  occaiioned  a 
relapfe.  He  got  fafe  into  port  on  the  26th  of  April, 
and  died  the  day  after  his  arrival,  at  a  jundure  when 
his  abilities  v/ere  greatly  wanted.  Though  the  re- 
treat 
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^7^5- treat  of  Tippoo  Saib  from  the  Carnatic  was  of  eminent 
fervice ;  yet  the  prefidency  of  Madras  were  not  fatisfied, 
while  the  French  poITeiTed  Cuddalore  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. General  Stuart^  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Britifh  army,  was  ordered  to  reduce  it. 
The  garrifon  was  numerous,  and  com-pofed  of  chofen 
hardy  veterans  from  among  the  French,  and  a  num- 
ber of  Tippoo  Saib^s  bed  troops  whom  he  had  left 
with  them.  The  general  began  to  befiege  the  place 
about  the  beginning  of  June,  and  v/hile  he  prefied  it  by 
land.  Sir  Edward  Hughes  lay  off  the  harbour  to  cut 
off  its  communication  by  fea.  But  on  the  20th  of  June, 
Mr.  de  Suffrein  approached  him  with  17  fhips  of  the 
line,  two  more  than  Sir  Edward  had.  An  engagement 
commenced  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  lafled  three 
hours.  The  French  retired  in  the  night  to  Pondicherry, 
whither  the  Britifh  followed  them.  The  fiege  was  con- 
tinued, till  the  news  of  a  general  peace  in  Europe  put 
an  end  to  all  hoftilities. 

When  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  came  to  be  taken 
into  confideration  by  the  Britifh  parliament  on  the  17th  of 
February,  upward  of  450  members  were  prefent  in  the 
houfe  of  comm.ons.  Great  debates  enfued,  and  the  conteft 
between  miniilry  and  oppofition  was  fupported  with  un- 
abating  fervor  on  each  fide  during  the  whole  night. 
"When  the  dlvifion  took  place  at  eight  the  enfuing  morn- 
ing, the  propofed  minifterial  addrefs  on  the  peace  was< 
reje6led  by  a  miajority  of  fixteen,  208  voting  for  it,  and 
224  againft  it,  in  favor  of  an  amendmicnt  propofed  by 
lord  John  Cavendifh.  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  who  opened 
the  debate,  and  moved  for  the  addrefs,  aflerted,  that 
from  the  papers  on  the  table  it  appeared^  that  the  laft 

dif-^ 
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difgraceful  war  had  coll  the  nation  confiderably  more  j^g?, 
than  the  glorious  war  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and 
the  ftill  more  glorious  war  of  lord  Chatham,  and  indeed 
than  all  the  wars  put  together  in  which  the  nation  had 
been  engaged  from  the  revolution  to  the  peace  of  Aix 
ia  Chapeilc.  In  the  houfe  of  lords  the  addrefs  moved 
by  miniftry  was  carried  in  their  favor  by  72  votes  againit 

When  the  preliminary  articles  between  Great  Britain^ 
France  and  Spain,  were  agreed  upon,  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms  took  place  with  refpedl  to  Holland.  But  it  was 
not  till  the  2d  of  September,  that  preliminary  articles 
between  the  Dutch  and  the  Britifli  were  fig-ned  at  Paris; 
by  which  a  reciprocal  reilitution  of  all  the  places  and 
territories  taken  on  either  fide,  Negapatam  excepted, 
was  agreeci  upon.  The  navigation  of  the  eaftern  leas 
was  alfo  to  be  free  and  unmolefled  to  the  Britiili  fhlp- 
ping  in  all  parts,  Thefe  two  articles  are  the  only  ob- 
jeds  worthy  of  fpecial  notice.  Trincomale  will  be  re* 
ftored  to  the  Dutch  by  the  French,  agreeable  to  the  de- 
claration made  by  Mr.  de  Vergennes  on  tlie  2d  of  De^-. 
cember  1782,  in  his  moll  chrillian  majeily's  name^ 
that  it  was  his  invariable  intention  to  rellore  to  their  high 
mightineifes  fuch  of  their  colonies  as  might  remain  m 
his  hands,  whenever  the  conclufion  of  a  general  peace 
would  enable  his  majelly  to  give  the  republic  this  new 
mark  of  his  afie61:ion  toward  it.  ■  The  ratification  of  the 
preliminary  articles  was  exchanged  with  the  duke  c>l 
Mancheiler  on  the  29th  of  September  by  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  their  high  mightinelTes. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  the  definicive  treaues  be- Sept. 
tween  Great  Britain,  France  and  Spain,  were  figned  at    ^' 

Verfailles 
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^7^3-  Verfailles  by  the  duke  of  Manchefter,  and  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  faid  courts.  On  the  fame  day,  the 
definitive  treaty  with  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
of  America  was  alfo  figned  at  Paris,  by  David  Hart- 
ley efq;  the  Britifh  plenipotentiary,  and  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  faid  ftates.  On  the  loth,  John  Adams 
efq;  wrote  to  you  (as  his  own  hand  will  inform  you, 
fhould  not  the  letter  mifcany) — "  I  hope  that  private 
honefly  will  not  be  violated  in  any  debt,  and  that  as 
much  moderation  may  be  ihown  towards  the  tories  as 
pofTible.  The  ftipulations  fliould  be  facred,  and  the  re- 
commendations at  leail  treated  with  decency,  and  feri- 
oufly  confidered.  I  cannot  help  faying,  I  wifh  they^ 
could  be  complied  with. — When  I  agreed  that  congrels 
iliould  recommend,  I  was  fincere.  I  then  wiftied  and 
/till  wiili,  that  the  recommendation  may  be  agreed  to. 
This  is  unpopular  no  doubt:  but  treaties  are  folemn 
thina-s>  in  which  there  fhould  be  no  mental  refervations.^ 
\¥hen  New  York  and  Penobfcot  are  evacuated,  the 
people  may  be  cooler — it  will  be  an  ugly  bone  of  con-^ 
tention,  I  always  dreaded  it,  and  would  have  avoided 
it,  if  it  had  been  polTible,  but  it  was  not."  The  pro-* 
per  communication  of  this  letter  may  produce,  at  leaft^ 
in  the  Mafiachufetts  Hate,  a  degree  of  moderation  to- 
ward the  royalifts,  the  want  of  which  is  too  glaringly 
evident  in  the  proceedings  of  your  various  town-meet-  ^ 


incrs. 


Now  that  the  operations  of  war  have  ceafed,  a  fub- 
je6t  entirely  novel  has  offered,  which  engages  the  atten- 
tion and  admiration  of  all  orders  of  people. 

It  having  been  obferved,  that  a  ball  filled  with  in- 
fiammabie  air  would  afcend  till  that  and  the  external 

air 
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air  of  the  atmofphere  were  in  equilibrium  ;  Mr.  Mont-  ^1^2* 
golfier  made  experiments,  firft  with  a  globe  of  linen  and 
paper,  of  105  feet  circumference,  and  then  with  one  of 
tafFety,  done  over  with  elaftic  gum,  ;^6  feet  in  circum- 
ference. The  afcent  of  both  anfwered  fo  fully  the  ex- 
pedation  of  every  one  prefent,  that  Mr.  Montgolfier 
exhibited  a  new  trial  of  his  aerofcatic  machine,  alias  air 
balloon,  at  the  caftle  de  la  Muette  on  the  23d  of  No-  i^r^^,^ 
vember  in  the  afternoon.  The  balloon  was  70  ket  high  ^h 
and  46  in  diameter,  containing  60,000  cubic  feet,  and 
was  capable  of  lifting  up  about  fixteen  hundred  weight. 
It  had  a  gallery  annexed  to  it,  wherein  the  marquis 
d'Alandes  and  Mr.  de  Rozier  placed  themfelves.  About 
54  minutes  after  one,  the  feveral  powers  by  which  it 
was  held  down  being  removed,  it  rofe  in  a  majeftic  man- 
ner, and  the  aerial  navigators  were  foon  out  of  fight. 
When  it  was  at  lead  three  thoufand  feet  high,  it  re- 
mained hovering  in  viev/.  Its  paiTage  was  fuch  that  all 
Paris  had  an  opportunity  of  beholding  it.  When  the 
travellers  found  they  had  palled  the  metropolis,  and 
were  over  the  open  fields,  they  defcended  with  the  ut- 
moft  compofure,  after  a  progre fs  of  30,000  feet  within 
23  minutes.  The  affair  was  attefted  at  live  o'clock  the 
fame  afternoon,  by  the  fignatures  of  the  duke  of  Po- 
lignac,  the  duke  of  Guides,  Benjamin  Franklin  and 
others.  Since  then  Meilrs.  Charles  and  Robert  under- 
took a  fimilar  expedition  en  the  ill  of  December.  At  Dec. 
three  quarters  after  one,  they  rofe  with  their  chariot  an-  ^* 
nexed  to  the  balloon  in  the  midft  of  a  profound  filence, 
occafioned  by  the  em.otion  and  aftonifhment  of  all  par- 
ties. Vv^hen  they  were  arrived  at  the  height  _  of  about 
300  fathom,  they  moved  in  an  horizontal  courfe  by  re- 
gulating: 
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nSS'gulating  their  ballaft.  After  S^  minutes  progrefs  they 
heard  the  gun,  which  was  the  fignal  of  their  difappear* 
ing  from  the  obfervers  at  Paris.  They  then  ceafed  to 
confine  themfelves  to  an  horizontal  diredion  ;  and  gave 
themfelves  up  to  the  contemplation  of  the  varied  fcenes 
in  the  open  country  beneath  them.  They  fliouted  vive 
■  le  royy  and  heard  their  fliouts  re-echoed.  They  waved 
their  banners,  and  perceived  that  thefe  fignals  redoubled 
the  joy  and  fecurity  of  thofe  below.  They  feveral  times 
defcended  near  enough  to  be  heard.  They  reached  the 
plains  of  Nefle  about  half  after  three.  Their  whole  paf- 
fage  made  about  9  Paris  leagues,  which  they  ran  over 
in  two  hours,  with  fcarcely  any  fenfible  agitation  in  the 
air.  They  had  not  long  defcended  to  the  ground,  be- 
fore the  duke  de  Chartres,  the  duke  Fitz- James,  and 
a  number  of  horfemen,  who  had  followed  them  froni 
Paris,  galloped  up  to  and  joined  them.  How  far  thefc 
amufements  v;ill  extend,  and  how  long  they  will  be  fol- 
lowed, depends  upon  the  fafety  that  attends  them  and  the 
tafte  of  the  public  :  but  iliouid  they  be  difcontinued  for 
ages,  till  all  traditionary  traces  of  them  are  loft,  they 
will  be  confidered  as  lying  legends  in  the  faithful  pages 
of  modern  hiftory.  It  only  remains  to  be  mentioned, 
that  that  minifterial  phenomenon,  which  has  been  exhi- 
bited to  the  Britifh  nation  ever  frnce  the  beginning  of 
laft  April,  in  the  coalition  between  lord  North  and  the 

^^'  honorable  Charles  Fox,  ended  the  19th  of  December 
by  a  royal  melTage,  imiporting  that  it  was  the  king's 
pleafure,  that  they  fhould  deliver  to  him  the  feals  of 
their  refpeftive  ofHces  as  bis  majefty's  principal  fecre- 
taries  of  ftatc, 

JLET- 
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LETTER      XIIL 

Roxhwy,  June  30,   lySj* 

*T*^HE  lad  year  a  court  was  confliltuted  in  purfuancci^gc;, 
-*-     of  the  9th  article  of  the  confederatiorij  to  hear 
and  finally  deternnine  the  difpute  between  the  dates  of 
Pennfylvania  and  Connedicut,  refpeding  certain  lands. 
!  They  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  Connedlicut  had  no 
right  to  the  lands  in  controverfy;  and  that  the  jurifdic- 
tion  and  pre-ennption  of  all  the  territory  lying  within 
the  charter  boundary  of  Pennfylvania,  claimed  by  Con- 
nefticut,  did  of  right  belong  to  Pennfylvania.     Their 
proceedings  and  fentence  were  returned  to  congrefs,  and  ^ 
ordered  on  the  3d  of  January  to  be  lodged  among  the     /, 
afts  of  congrefs. 

The  apprehenfions  of  a  fpeedy  peace,  with  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  American  army  under  gen.  Wafnington, 
produced  the  lad  Decem^ber  an  addrefs  and  petition  of 
the  officers  to  the  United  States  in  congrefs  adembled. 
The  contents  comprehended  the  following  articles-— 
prefent  pay — a  fettlem.ent  of  the  accounts  of  the  arrear- 
ages of  pay,  and  fecurity  for  what  Is  due — a  commuta- 
tion of  the  half-pay  allowed  by  different  refolutions  of 
congrefs,  for  an  equivalent  in  grofs  — a  fettlement  of  the 
accounts  of  deficiencies  of  rations,  and  compenfatlon — a 
fettlemient  of  the  accounts  of  deficiencies  of  clothing 
and  comipenfation.  The  figning  olEcers  on  the  part  of 
the  Maffachufetts,  the  Connecfbicut,  the  New  York,  the 
New  Jerfey,  and  the  New  Hampdiire  lines,   at  their 

Vol,  IV,  A  a  canton- 
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*7^3' cantonments  on  Hudfon's  river,  faid — ^^  We  complain 
that  Ihadows  have  been  offered  to  ns,  while  the  fubftance 
has  been  gleaned  by  others.  Our  diilrefTes  are  now 
brought  to  a  point.  We  have  borne  all  that  men  can 
bear — our  property  is  expended — our  private  relburces 
are  at  an  end,  and  our  friends  are  wearied  out  and  dif- 
gufted  with  our  inceflant  applications.  It  would  be  cri- 
minal in  the  officers  to  conceal  the  general  diifatisfaction 
which  prevails,  and  is  gaining  ground  in  the  army, 
from  the  prelfure  of  evils  and  injuries,  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  feven  long  years,  have  made  their  condition 
in  many  inftances  wretched.  They  therefore  entreat 
that  congrefs,  to  convince  the  army  and  the  world,  that 
the  independence  of  America  fliall  not  be  placed  on 
the  ruin  of  any  particular  clafs  of  her  citizens,  will  point 
out  a  mode  for  immediate  redrefs."  Gen.  M^Dougall, 
and  colonels  Brooks  and  Ogden,  were  chofen  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  upon  congrefs.  Vv  hiie  the  bufinefs  was 
pending,  certain  public  creditors  and  others  at  Phila- 
delphia, were  contriving  hov/  to  employ  the  army  for 
the  eftablifliing  of  continental  funds.  The  financier, 
Mr.  Robert  Morris,  or  rather  Mr.  Governeur  Morris, 
is  fufpedled  to  have  been  at  the  bottom  of  the  fcheme : 
the  latter  is  allowed  to  be  a  m^an  of  great  abilities,  but 
is  thought  to  be  one  of  the  mioft  dangerous  upon  the 
continent.  Ofiicers  and  foldiers  were  to  be  thrown  into 
fuch  a  paroxyfm  of  rage  and  refentment,  as  fliould  drive 
them  into  the  atten^jpt  of  compelling  congrefs  to  com- 
ply with  their  own  demands,  and  thofe  of  the  public 
creditors,  who  were  to  arm  and  join  them.  Letters 
were  fent  to  certain  military  perfons  in  whom  the  greateft 
confidence  was  placed,  that  fo  affairs  might  be  in  readi- 

nefs. 
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nefs.     Mean  while  reports  were  propagated  in  Philadel-  '7^^' 
phia,  that  dangerous  combinations  were  forming  in  the 
amiy :    whereas  the  troops  v/ere  apparently  extremely 
quiet,    notwithftanding  their  temper  was  very  irritable 
on  account  of  their  long  protradled  fuEferings.  At  length., 
upon  the  arrival  of  a  particular  gentlemian  from  Phila* 
delphia  in  camp,  about  the  8  th  of  March,  fuch  fenti- 
ments  as  the  following  were  immediately  and  induftri- 
ouHy  circulated — That  it  was  univerfally  expe6ted  that 
the  army  would  not  difband,  till  they  had  obtained  juf- 
tice — That  the  public  creditors  looked  up  to  them  for 
redrefs  of  their  grievances,  v/ould  afford  them  every  aid, 
and  even  join  them  in  the  field  if  neceffary — That  fome 
members  of  congrefs  wiilied  the   meafure  might  take 
effedl,  in  order  to  compel  the  public,  particularly  the 
delinquent  ftates,  to  do  juflice.     When  the  minds  of 
the  army  were  thought  to  be  prepared  by  thefe  means, 
anonymous  invitations  were  circulated  on  the  loth,  re- Mar, 
quelling  a  general  meeting  of  the  officers  on  the  next  ^®* 
day.     At  the  fame  inftant  many  manufcript  copies  of 
an  addrefs  to  the  officers  [though  anonymous,  known 
fince  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  major  Armflrong]  were 
fcattered  in  every  ftate  line  of  the  army.     It  was  in  a 
peculiar  manner  calculated  to  inflame  every  bread,  and 
.to  provoke  all  to  unite  in  redreffing  their  own  grievances 
while  they  had  arms  in  their  hands.     To  fap  the  influ- 
ence of  the  commander  in  chief,  fhould  he  attempt  to 
counterad  the  meafure,  they  v/ere  dire6i:ed  to  "  fufpe<5l 
-the  man  who  would  advife  to  more  moderation  and 
longer  forbearance."     As  foon  as  gen.  Wafhington  ob- 
tained the  knowledge  of  thefe  papers,  after  taking  no- 
tice, in  general  orders  of  the  nth,  of  the  anonym.ous 

A  a  2  invi- 
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*7^3- Invitations,  he  reqiiefled  the  general  and  field  officers, 
with  one  officer  from  each  company,  and  a  proper  re- 
prefentation  from  the  (laff  of  the  army,  to  afiemble  on 
the  following  Saturday,  the  15th.  This  he  did,  '^  in 
order  to  refcue  the  foot  that  ilood  wavering  on  the  pre- 
cipice of  defpair,  from  taking,  while  the  paffions  were 
inflamed;,  thofe  fleps  which  w'oiild  have  led  to  the  abyfs 
of  mifery.  He  a61ed  upon  the  principle,  that  it  is 
eafier  to  divert  from  a  WTong  to  a  right  path,  than  it  is 
to  recall  the  hafty  and  fatal  fleps  which  have  been  al- 
ready taken."  The  period  previous  to  the  officers  af- 
fembling,  was  improved  by  the  general  for  foftening 
them  down.  The  treatment  they  had  met  with,  the  fuf- 
picions  they  had  entertained  of  a  defign  to  trick  them, 
the  ilrong  indications  that  had  appeared  of  an  inclination 
fo  to  do,  and  other  occurrences,  had  imbittered  their 
fpirits  ',  fo  that  it  was  with  the  utmofl:  difficulty,  that  he 
could  calm  and  bring  them  to  a  temper  which  promifed 
an  happy  iffi^ie  to  the  meeting  he  had  propofed.  He 
fent  for  one  officer  after  another,  and  talked  to  them 
privately,  fetting  before  them  the  ill  confequences  of  vi- 
olent meafures,  and  the  lofs  of  charader  that  would  fol- 
low ;  and  brought  feveral  to  their  tears.  Numbers  were 
prevailed  upon  to  relinquifh  their  intentions,  and  agreed 
to  purfue  moderate  meafures.  A  fecond  addrefs  ap- 
peared on  the  I2th,  wherein  the  author  artfully  infinu- 
ated,  that  the  general  approved  of  their  difcuffing  the 
fubjedl,  which  had  been  propofed  by  himfelf  in  the  firfl. 

Mar.       When  the  officers  were  convened  on  the  15th,  thole  ' 

^*    who  were  for  moderate  meafures  contrived  that  general 

Gates,  who  was  thought  to  be  too  much  in  favor  of  the 

xeverfe,    fhould  be  chofen  prefident.     After  that,  the 

5  com- 
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commander  in  chief  addrefied  the  meeting.  The  fir(l^7^3* 
and  largefl  part  of  the  fpeech  was  employed  in  coun- 
tera6ling  the  effefts  produced  by  the  anonym/jus  papers. 
His  excellency  thus  expreflfed  himfelf — "  The  author  of 
the  addrefs  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  goodnefs  of 
his  pen ;  and  I  could  widi  he  had  as  much  credit  for 
the  rectitude  of  his  heart. — He  was  right  to  infinuate 
the  darkell  fufpicion  to  cffe6t  the  blacked  defign. — My 
God!  what  can  this  writer  have  in  view  by  recommend- 
ing fuch  meafures  ?  Can  he  be  a  friend  to  the  army  ^ 
Can  he  be  a  friend  to  this  country  ?  Rather  is  he  not  aa 
infidious  foe  ?  Some  emiflary  perhaps,  from  New  York, 
plotting  the  ruin  of  both,  by  fowing  the  feeds  of  difcord 
and  feparation  between  the  civil  and  military  powers  of 
the  continent  ?"  He  afterward  pledged  himJelf  in  the 
mod  unequivocal  manner  to  exert  all  his  abilities  in  their 
favor  y  requefted  them  to  rely  on  the  faith  of  their  coun- 
try, and  to  place  a  full  confidence  in  the  purity  of  the 
intentions  of  congrefs;  and  conjured  them,  in  the  name 
of  their  common  country,  as  they  valued  their  honor, 
as  they  refpeded  the  riglits  of  humanity,  and  as  they 
regarded  the  military  and  national  character  of  America, 
to  exprefs  their  utmoft  deteflation  of  the  man,  who 
wifnes, ,  under  any  fpecious  pretences^  to  overturn  the 
liberties  of  their  country ,  and  who  wickedly  attempts  to 
open  the  flood  gates  of  civil  difcord,  and  deluge  their 
rifing  empire  in  blood. 

It  was  happy  for  the  army  and  country,  that,  when 
his  excellency  had  finifned  and  withdrawn,  no  one  rofe 
and  obferved,  "  that  general  Wafhington  was  about  to 
quit  the  military  line  laden  with  honor,  and  that  he  had  a 
.CO:  fide;  able  eilate  to  fupport  him  with  dignity,  but  that. 

A  a  3  their 
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*7^3*thelr  cafe  was  very  different."  Had  fuch  ideas  been 
thrown  out,  and  properly  enlarged  upon,  the  meeting 
would  probably  have  concluded  very  differently.  But 
no  counterpoife  being  offered  to  the  fpeech,  the  bufinefs 
of  the  day  was  finifhed  to  the  wifnes  of  his  excellency. 
The  meeting  of  officers  unanim-oudy  thanked  him  for 
his  addrefs.  They  alfo  refolved  unanimioufly.  That  no 
circumftances  of  diffrefs  or  danger  fliould  induce  a  con- 
dud  that  might  tend  to  fully  the  reputation  and  glory 
they  had  acquired — That  the  army  continued  to  have 
an  uniliaken  confidence  in  the  juftice  of  congrefs  and 
their  country — That  his  excellency  be  requefted  to  write 
to  the  prefident  of  congrefs,  earneftly  entreating  their 
fpeedy  decifion  upon  the  fubje6ls  of  the  officers'  addrefs 
• — That  they  view  with  abhorrence,  and  rejedl  with  dif- 
dain,  the  infamous  propoiitions  contained  in  a  late  ano- 
nymous addrefs  to  the  officers  of  the  army. 

General  Wallungton,  in  a  letter  of  the  i8th,  tranf- 
mitted  to  congrefs  an  account  of  what  had  paffed  at  the 
meeting  of  the  officers,  and  urged  in  the  ftrongeft  man- 
ner their  being  gratified  in  what  they  had  before  applied 

22.  for.  On  the  22d,  congrefs  refolved  that  the  officers 
fhould  be  entitled  to  receive  to  the  amount  of  five  years 
full  pay  in  money,  or  fecurities  on  intereft  at  fix  per 
cent,  per  ana.  inllead  of  half  pay  for  life.  Though  this 
Commutation  was  granted,  the  fears  of  the  army  were 
flill  alive,  left  they  fhould  be  dillDanded  or  the  lines  be 
feparated,  before  their  accounts  were  hquidated.  The 
comm.ander  in  chief  was  for  their  being  difbanded  as 
foon  as  poffible  ;  but  then  he  thought  their  wifnes  ffiould 
be  confulted,  which  he  pronounced  moderate  in  their 
rmqde,  and  perfectly  compatible  with  the  honor^  dignity 

and 
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and  juftice,  due  from  the  country;  as  they  only  involved  178^, 
complete  fettlement  and  partial  payment,  previous  to 
any  difperfion.     Three  months  pay  at  leail  was  univer- 
fally  expe6led. 

By  the  24th  of  March,  congrefs  received  a  letter  of  24' 
Feb.  5th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  announcing 
a  general  peace,  and  a  copy  of  orders  given  by  count 
D'Eftaing,  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  a  flop  to  all  hofti- 
lities  by  fea :  hereupon  they  diredted  the  marine  agent 
immediately  to  recall  all  armed  vellels  cruifmg  under 
commilTions  from  the  United  States  of  America.  The 
marquis's  letter  was  dated  from  Cadiz :  in  it  he  wrote— 
*^  forty-nine  lliips  and  twenty  thoufand  men  are  now 
here,  whom  count  D'Eftaing  was  to  join  with  the  com- 
bined forces  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  during  the  fummer 
they  were  to  co-operate  with  our  American  army.  Nay, 
it  had  lately  been  granted,  that  v^/hile  count  D'Eftaing 
was  elfewhere,  I  fhould  enter  St.  Lawrence  river  at  the 
head  of  a  French  corps.  It  is  knov/n  that  I  ever  was 
bent  upon  the  addition  of  Canada  to  the  United  States."  ^  -j 
On  the  4th  of  April,  capt.  John  Derby  commanding  4« 
the  Aftrea,  arrived  at  Salem  from  Nantz  in  11  days, 
and  brought  Vr/ith  him  a  printed  copy  of  a  declaration 
of  the  American  minifters,  given  at  Paris  the  20th  of 
February,  and  figned  John  Adams,  B.  Franklin,  John 
Jay.  It  mentions,  that  the  ratincations  of  the  prelimi- 
nary articles  of  peace  figned  the  20th  of  January,  be- 
tv;een  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  and  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  were  in  due  form  exchanged  by  tiieir  m.inifters 
on  the  third  of  February  \  from  Vv'hich  day  the  feveral 
term.s  fpecified  for  the  ceftation  of  hoftilities  are  to  be 
computed  relative  to  all  Britifn  and  American  velTels  and 

A  a  4  effects. 
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i7^3'efFe(!ls.  Thus  the  fame  captain,  who  carried  to  Great 
Britain  the  firft  news  of  adtual  hoftilities  at  Lexington, 
brought  to  the  Maffachufetts  the  firil  news  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  articles  of  peace  being  exchanged. 

A  copy  of  the  articles  for  concluding  a  general  peace 
between   Great   Britain  and  America,    being  received 
^    j|ffom  Philadelphia,  were  publifhed  together  with  the  de- 
xo.    claration.in  the  Boflon  papers  of  the  loth.     The  peo- 
ple at  large  are  now  fully  gratified  with  the  knowledge 
of  all  the  particulars,  expreiled  in  the  following  words. 

Articles  agreed  tipcn  hy  and  between  Richard  Ofwald  efq, 
the  CGinm'Jfioner  of  his  Britannic  rnajefty  for  treating  of 

pace  zvith  the  commifjioners  of  the  JJyiited  States  of  Ame^ 
ricay  in  behaf  of  his  faid  majefty^  on  the  one  ^art  j  and 
John  Adams y  Benjamin  Franklin^  John  Jay  and  Henry 
Laurens,  four  of  the  faid  commijfioners  of  the  Jaid  ftates 

for  treating  of  -peace  with  the  commijfioner  of  his  Jaid 
^^jf^ys  en  ^^^^^^  behaf y  on  the  other  -part :  to  be  irjerted 
hiy  and  to  confiitute  the  treaty  of  peace  propojed  to  be 
concluded  between  the  crown  of  Great- Brit ain^  and  the 

faid  United  States ;  but  which  treaty  is  7wt  to  be  con^ 
eluded  until  terms  of  a  peace  fh all  be  agreed  upon  between 
Great -Britain  and  France  ^    and  his  Britannic  majefty 

Jhall  be  ready  to  conclude  Juch  treaty  accordingly, 

WHEREAS  reciprocal  advantages  and  mutual  con- 
venience are  found  by  experience  to  form  the  only  per- 
manent foundation  of  peace  and  friendfhip  between  ftates ; 
it  is  agreed  to  form  the  articles  of  the  propofed  treaty 
on  fuch  principles  of  liberal  equity  and  reciprocity,  as 
that  partial  advantages  (thofe  feeds  of  difcord)  being 
^i^cluded,  fuch  a  beneficial  and  fetisfadlory  intercourfe 

betweeii 
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between  the  two  countries  may  be  eflabiiflied,  as  to  pro-  ^785* 
mife  and  fecure  to  both  perpetual  peace  and  harmony. 

Article  I.  His  Britannic  mxajefty  acknowledges  the 
faid  United  States,  viz.  New-Hampihire,  MaiTachuietts- 
Bay,  Rhode-Iiland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connec- 
ticut, New- York,  Nevz-jerfey,  Fennfylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  fovereign,  and  inde- 
pendent ilates;  that  he  treats  with  them  as  fuch  -,  and  for 
himfelf,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  relinquiilies  all  claims 
to  the  government,  propriety  and  territorial  rights  of  the 
fame,  and  every  part  thereof  i  and  that  all  difputes  which 
might  arife  in  future,  on  the  fubject  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  faid  United  States  may  be  prevented,  it  is  hereby 
agreed  and  declared,  that  the  following  are,  and  fhail  be 
their  boundaries,  viz. 

Article  II.  From  the  north-weft  angle  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  viz.  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn 
due  north,  from  the  fource  of  Saint  Croix  river  to  the 
Highlands,  along  the  faid  Highlands  which  divide  thofe 
rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  river  Saint  Law- 
rence, from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to 
the  north-weftern-moftheadofConne6licut  river  i  thence 
down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-tilth 
degree  of  north  latitude ;  from  thence  by  a  line  due  weft 
on  faid  latitude  until  it  ftrikes  the  river  Iroquois  or 
Cataraquyi  thence  along  the  middle  of  'aid  river  into 
lake  Ontario ;  through  the  middle  of  faid  lake,  until  it 
ftrikes  the  communication  by  water  between  that  lake 
and  lake  Erie ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  com- 
munication into  lake  Erie  i  through  the  middle  of  faid 
lake,  until  it  arrives  at  the  water-communication  between 
char  lake  and  lake  Huron  3  thence  along  the  m.iddle  of 

fuld 
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*7^5*faid  v/ater-communication  into  the  lake  Huron;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  faid  lake  to  die  water-communi- 
cation between  that  lake  and  lake  Superior ;  thence 
through  lake  Superior,  northward  of  the  illes  Royal  and 
Phclipeaux,  to  the  Long  Lake;  thence  through  the 
middle  of  faid  Long  Lake,  and  the  water-communica- 
tion between  it  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  faid 
Lake  of  the  Woods ;  thence  through  the  faid  lake  to 
the  mod  north-weftern  point  thereof,  and  from  thence 
on  a  due  weft  courfe  to  the  river  Miffiflippi ;  thence  by 
a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  faid  rivei^ 
Miffiffippi,  until  it  fhall  interfecl  the  northernmoft  part 
of  the  thirty-firit  degree  of  north  latitude : — fouth  by  a 
line  to  be  drawn  due  eaft  from  the  determination  of  the 
line  laft-mentioned,  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degree^ 
north  of  the  equator,  to  the  m.iddle  of  the  river  Apala^ 
chicola  or  Catahouche  ;  thence  along  the  miiddle  thereof 
to  its  jundtion  with  the  Flint  river  3  thence  ftraight  to 
the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river,  and  thence  down  along  the 
middle  of  St.  Mary's  river,  to  the  Atlantic  ocean : — 
caft  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river 
St.  Croix  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay  of  Fundy  to  its 
fource ;  and  from  its  fource  directly  north  to  the  afore- 
faid  Llighlands,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  river 
St.  Lawrence ;  comprehending  all  iflands  within  twenty 
leagues  of  any  part  of  the  fliores  of  the  United  States, 
and  lying  between  lines  to  be  drav/n  due  eaft  from  the 
points  where  the  aforefaid  boundaries  between  Nova- 
Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  Eaft-Florida  on  the  other, 
fliall  refpe6lively  touch  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  At- 
lantic ocean  ;  excepting  fuch  iflands  as  nov/  are,  or  here- 
tofore 
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tofore  have  been,  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  province  i7^3» 
of  Nova- Scotia. 

Article  III.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  fliall  continue  to  enjoy,  unmolefted,  the 
right  to  take  fiili  of  every  kind  on  the  Grand  Bank;  and 
on  all  other  banks  of  Newfoundland ;  alfo  in  the  gulph 
of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in  the  fea, 
where  the  inhabitants  of  both  countries  ufed  at  any  tinne 
heretofore  to  fifh.  And  alfo  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  fhall  have  liberty  to  take  fifh  of  every 
kind  on  ftich  part  of  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland,  as 
Britifli  fifnermen  fhall  ufe  (but  not  to  dry  or  cure  the 
fame  on  that  ifland)  and  alfo  on  the  coafts,  bays,  and 
creeks  of  all  other  of  his  Britannic  majef!:y*s  dominions 
in  America ;  and  that  the  American  fifhermen  fhall  have 
liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fifh  in  any  of  the  unfettled  bays, 
harbours,  and  creeks  of  Nova-Scotia,  Magdalen  iflands, 
and  Labrador,  fo  long  as  the  fame  fliall  remain  un- 
fettled ;  but  fo  foon  as  the  fame,  or  either  of  them,  lliall 
be  fettled,  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  for  the  faid  fifliermen 
to  dry  or  cure  fiili  at  fuch  fettlem.ent,  v/ithout  a  previous 
agreement  for  that  purpofe  with  the  inhabitants,  pro- 
prietors or  pofiedbrs  of  the  ground. 

Article  IV.  It  is  agreed,  that  creditors  on  either 
fide  fhall  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery 
of  the  full  value  in  fterling  money  of  all  bond  fide  debts 
heretofore  contracted. 

Article  V.  It  is  ao;reed,  that  the  Congrefs  fhall 
earneflly  recommend  it  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpec- 
tive  ftates,  to  provide  for  the  reftitution  of  all  eftates, 
rights  and  properties,  which  have  been  confifcated,  be- 
longing to  real  Britifh  fubjeds :  and  alfo  of  the  eflates, 

rights 
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17^^'  rights  and  properties  of  perfons  refident  in  diftrids  in 
the  pofTefTion  of  his  inajefly's  arms,  and  who  have  not 
borne  arms  againfl  the  faid  United  States:  and  that  per- 
ibns  of  any  other  defcription  ihall  have  free  liberty  to  go 
to  any  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  and  therein  to  remain  twelve  months  unmolefted 
in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  reftitution  of  fuch  of 
their  ellates,  rights  and  properties^  as  may  have  been 
confifcated :  and  that  Congrefs  (hall  alfo  earneftly  recom- 
mend to  the  feveral  flates  a  reconfideration  and  revifion 
of  all  a6ls  or  laws  regarding  the  premjfes,  fo  as  to  ren- 
der the  faid  laws  or  ads  perfedly  confiflent,  not  only 
v/ith  juftice  and  equity,  but  with  that  fpirit  of  concilia- 
tion^ which,  on  the  return  of  the  bleffings  of  peace, 
fiiould  univerfally  prevail. — And  that  Congrefs  fhall  alfo 
earneftly  recom.mend  to  the  feveral  dates,  that  the  eftates, 
rights  and  properties  of  fuch  laft-mentioned  perfons 
ihall  be  reftored  to  them,  they  refunding  to  any  perfons 
who  may  be  now  in  pofieffion,  the  hnd  fide  price  (where 
any  has  been  given)  which  fuch  perfons  may  have  paid 
on  purchafing  any  of  the  faid  lands,  rights  or  properties, 
fince  the  confifcation. — And  it  is  agreed,  that  all  per- 
fons who  have  any  interefh  in  confifcated  lands,  either  by 
debts,  marriage  fettlements  or  otherwife,  ihall  meet  with 
no  lawful  impediment  in  the  profecution  of  their  juft 
rights. 

Article  VL  That  there  fhall  be  no  future  confif- 
cations  made,  nor  any  profecuticns  commenced  againfl 
any  perfon  or  perfons,  for  or  by  reafon  of  the  part  which 
he  or  they  may  have  taken  in  the  prefent  war,  and  that 
■no  perfon  fhall  on  that  account,  fuffer  any  future  lofsor 
damage,  either  in  his  perfon^  liberty  or  property;  and 
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that  thofe  who  may  be  in  confinement  on  fuch  charges  1^85-, 
at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  Am.erica, 
fhall  be  immediately  fet  at  hberty,  and  the  profecutions 
fo  commenced  be  difcontinued. 

Article  VII.  There  fhall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual 
peace  between  his  B:-itannic  majefty  and  the  faid  dates, 
and  between  the  fubjedls  of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of 
the  other,  wlierefore  all  hoftilities  both  by  fea  and  land 
lliallthen  immediately  ceafe:  all  prifoners  on  both  fides 
lliall  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  his  Britannic  majefty  fbali 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and  without  caufing  any  dc- 
ftruftion,  or  carrying  away  any  negroes,  or  other  pro- 
perty of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his 
armies,  garrifons  and  fleets  from  the  faid  United  States, 
and  from  every  port,  place,  and  harbour  within  the 
fame  ;  leaving  in  all  fortifications  the  American  artiikry 
that  may  be  therein :  and  fliall  alio  order  and  caufe  all 

I  archives,  records,  deeds  and  papers  belonging  to  any  of 
the  faid  dates,  or  their  citizens,  which  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  officers,  to 
be  forthwith  reftored  and  delivered  to  the  proper  dates 

I  and  perlbns  to  whom  they  belong. 

Article  VIIL     The  navigation  of  the  river  Mi iTif- 

I 

'  fippi,  from  its  fource  to  the  ocean,  fhall  for  ever  rem.ain 

free  and  open  to  the  fubjefts  of  Great-Britain,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Article  IX.  In  cafe  it  fnould  fo  happen  that  any 
place  or  territory  belonging  to  Great-Britain,  or  to  the 
^United  States,  diould  be  conquered  by  the  arms  of 
cither,  from  the  other,  before  the  arrival  of  thefe  arti- 
■<:ks  in  America,  it  is  agreed  that  the  fam.e  diall  be  re- 

dored 
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17^3-itored   without  difficulty,    and   vvithout   requiring  any 
compenfation. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  thirtieth  day  of 

Novenmber,  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  one  thoufand  {even   hun^ 

dred  and  eighty-two. 

RicHARp  Oswald.     (L.  S.) 
John  Adams,  (L.  S.) 

B.  Franklin,  (L.  S.) 

John  Jay,  (L.  S.) 

Henry  Laurens.      (L.  S.) 

Witnefs, 
Caleb  Whitefoord,  fecretary  to  the 

Britifli  comnaifTion. 
W.  T.  Franklin,  fecretary  to  the 

American  comnniffion. 

By  the  public  prints  we  learn,  that  the  following  are 
the  principal  articles  of  peace  between  the  other  powers. 
France  is  to  retain  Tobago  and  Senegal :  but  is  to  re- 
ftore  to  Great  Britain,  fort  James  on  the  river  Gambia, 
Grenada,  the  Grenadines,  St.  Vincent's,  Dominica,  St. 
Chriftopher's,  Nevis  and  Montferrat.  Great  Britain  is 
to  reflore  to  France,  Goree,  St.  Lucie,  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon.  The  fifliery  of  France  and  Great  Britain  on 
the  coaft  of  Newfoundland,  to  remain  on  the  fame 
footing  on  which  they  were  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  ex- 
cept that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Bonavifta,  at  Cape  St, 
John^s,  which  is  to  belong  to  the  Britifli.  France  is  to  , 
be  re-eftablilhed  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  as  well  in  Beno-al, 
as  oa  the  eail  and  v/eil  coaft  of  the  Peninftila,  as  regu- 
lated 
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lilted  by  the  treaty  of  1763.  The  articles  of  all  pre-  1783. 
ceding  treaties  concerning  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk, 
are  to  be  fupprelTed.  Spain  is  to  retain  Minorca  and 
Weft  Florida ;  and  Great  Britain  cedes  Eail  Florida  to 
Spain.  An  agreement  is  to  be  entered  into  between 
Spain  and  Great  Britain,  about  the  cutting  of  wood  in 
the  bay  of  Flonduras.  St.  Euftatia,  Demerara  and  IfTe- 
quibo,  are  to  be  reftored  by  the  French  to  the  United 
Provinces. 

At  12  o'clock  on  the  19th  of  April,  the  day  which  "^P^^^ 
completed  the  eighth  year  of  the  war,  the  cefTation  of 
hoililities  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
was  proclaimed  in  the  American  army  by  order  of  gen. 
Wafhington. 

Though  it  is  llipulated  by  the  7th  article  of  the  pro- 
vifional  treaty,  that  '^  his  Britannic  majefty  fhall,  with- 
out carrying  away  any  negroes,  or  other  property  of  the 
American  inhabitants,  withdraw^  all  his  armies,  garrifons 
and  fleets  from  the  United  States;''  vet  a  confiderable 
number  of  negroes  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  thefe 
ilates  were  carried  off.  This  produced  a  conference 
jbetween  general  Wailiington  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton  on^^ 
the  fubjed,  at  Taapan  on  the  6th  of  May.  Sir  Guy  6,. 
^principally  infilled,  that  he  conceived  it  could  not  have 
'been  the  intention  of  the  Britifh  government,  by  the 
treaty  of  peace,  to  reduce  themfelves  to  the  neceffity  of 
jviolating  their  faith  to  the  negroes,  who  came  into  the 
Britifh  lines  under  the  proclamations  of  his  predecefTors. 
He  forbore  to  exprefs  his  fentiments  on  the  propriety 
jOf  thefe  proclamations ;  but  urged  that  delivering  up 
the  negroes  to  their  former  mailers,  would  be  delivering 
them  up,  fome  pofllbly  to  executions,  and  others  ta 
i  fevere 
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r7^3'fevere  pnnifhments^  which  in  his  opinion  would  be  a 

difhonorable  violation  of  the  public  faith  pledged-to  the 

negroes  in  the  proclamations.     He  obferved,  that  if  the 

fending  away  of  the  negroes  fhould  hereafter  be  declared 

an  infradlion  of  the  treaty,  compenfation  mnft  be  made  i 

to  the  owners    by    the    crown  of   Great  Britain  j    and  . 

that  he  had  taken  meafiires  to  provide  for  this,  by  di- 

redling  a  regiiler  to  be  kept  of   all  the  negroes  who 

were  fent  off,  fpecifying  the  name,  age  and  occupation 

of  the  flave,  and  the  name  and  place  of  refidence  of  his 

formier  m after.     He  remarked,  that  he  was  not  by  the 

treaty   held  to  deliver  up  any  property,    but  was  only 

reftraiiied  from    carrying  it  away.     He  concluded  the 

con verfa lion  on  the  fubjecft  by  faying,  he  imagined  that 

the  m.ode  of  compenfating,  as  well  as  the  accounts  and 

other  points  with  refpeft  to  which  there  v/as  no  exprefs 

provifion  made    by  the  treaty,    muft  be   adjudged  by 

commiiTioners    to    be   hereafter  aopointed  by  the  two 
May  '  ^ 

26.  nations.  On  the  26th  of  May  congrefs  refolved,  that 
the  American  minifters  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating 
the  peace  iliould  be  direded  to  remonftrate  on  the  fulj.  j 
\tdi  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  take  proper 
ir.eafures  for  obtaining  fuch  reparation  as  the  nature  of 
the  cafe  would  admit.  The  fame  day  they  refolved,  that  | 
gen.  Wiiftiington  fhould  be  inftrufted  to  grant  furloughs 
to  the  non-com.miflioned  officers  and  foldiers  who  had 
inlifted  for  the  war,  together  with  a  proportionable 
number  of  commiffioned  officers  of  the  different  grades  j 
and  that  the  general  and  fecretary  at  v/ar  fhould  take 
the  proper  micafures  for  conducing  thofe  troops  home, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  n.ight  be  mod  convenient  to  them- 
felves  and  to  the  ftates  through  which  they  miight  pafs ; 

and 
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and  that  the  men  thus  furlou2;hed  fhould  be  allowed  to  ^7^3* 
take  their  arms  with  them.  Somediing  oi^a  fimilar  re- 
foiution  was  taken  refpefling  the  North  Carolina  troops 
under  gen.  Greene.  You  mav  think  it  worth  record- 
ing, that  Greene  wrote  on  the  ad  of  February  from 
Charleftown — ^^  Ever  fince  the  enemy  have  been  gone, 
we  have  been  obliged  to  fubfift  the  troops  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  The  (late  agents  dropped  the  bufinefs 
the  moment  Charleftown  was  evacuated,  nor  could  the 
authority  or  influence  of  governmient  induce  them  to 
continue  a  mioment  longer."  More  than  three  weeks 
before  the  foldiers  were  ordered  to  be  furloughed,  con- 
grefs  called  upon  the  refpe6live  dates  to  forward  the  col- 
iedion  of  their  taxes,  that  fo  the  financier  might  have 
wherewith  to  advance  them  a  part  of  their  pay  before 
they  left  the  field  j  and  he  at  the  fame  time  was  direfled 
to  make  the  neceffary  arrangements  for  carrying  the 
views  of  congrefs  into  execution. 

The  refolve  of  congrefs  for  furloughing  the  foldiers 
inlifred  for  the  war,  and  a  proportionate  number  of  offi- 
cers, and  the  order  of  the  commander  in  chief  founded 
upon  it  on  the  2d  of  June^  excited  aftonifhment  and 
chagrin  in  the  generals  and  officers  commanding  regi- 
ments and  corps  in  the  cantonment  on  Hudfon's  river. 
They  addrelled  their  commanaer  upon  the  occafion  on 
,  the  5th;  folicited  his  further  aid  on  their  behalf;  and '' ""^ 
entreated  that  his  order  might  be  fo  far  varied,  as  that 
no  officer  or  fjldier  fhould  be  obliged  to  receive  a  fur- 
lough, until  congrefs  could  be  apprized  of  the  wretched 
fituation  into  which  the  army  mud  be  plunged  by  a  con- 
formity to  it.  The  next  day  general  Wafhington  return- 
ed them  a  fatisfadory  anfwer.     He  exprelTed  his  hope. 

Vol.  IV.  B  b  that 
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'7^5- that  the  financier's  notes  for  three  months  pay  to  the 
army  would  foon  arrive,  and  that  the  fettlement  of  ac- 
counts might  be  completed  in  a  very  few  days ;  by 
which  the  two  fa bjects  of  the  army's  complaint  would 
be  removed. 

Affairs  were  fo  regulated^  that  by  the  middle  of  June 
the  foldiers  were  daily  returning  homiC,  with  fuch  good 

June  oi-j^pj.  ^3  ^ij  them,  great  honor.  On  the  i8th  of  the 
month:,  general  Wailiington  addreffed  a  circular  letter 
to  the  feveral  governors  and  prefidents  of  the  United 
States,  announcing  his  intended  refignation  of  the  comx- 
mand  of  the  army,  and  expreffing  his  thoughts  as  to 
thofe  wife  and  falutary  m.eafures,  which  he  thought  could 
alone  make  the  flates  a  great  and  flourifhing  people. 
"  There  are  four  things  (he  faid)  v/hich,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, are  efiential  to  the  well-being,  I  may  venture  to 
fay,  to  the  exiftence  of  the  United  States  as  an  indepen- 
dent power.  III.  An  indifibluble  union  of  the  ftates 
under  one  fcederal  head.  2dly,  A  facred  regard  to  pub- 
lic juflice.  jdly,  The  adoption  of  a  proper  peace  efta- 
blifhment.  And  4thly,  The  prevalence  of  that  pacific 
and  friendly  difpofition  am.ong  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  which  will  induce  them  to  forget  their  local  pre- 
judices and  politics ;  to  make  thofe  mutual  concefTions 
which  are  requifite  to  the  general  profperity ;  and,  in 
feme  inilances,  to  facrifice  their  individual  advantages 
to  the  intereft  of  the  community.  Thefe  are  the  pil- 
lars on  which  the  glorious  fabric  of  our  independency 
and  national  chara6ter  muft  be  fupported."  Toward 
the  clofe  his  words  were — ^^  It  remains  then,  to  be  my 
final  and  only  requeft,  that  your  excellency  will  com- 
municate thefe  fentlments  to  your  legiflature^  at  their 

next 
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next  meeting ;  and  that  they  may  be  confidered  as  the  1783, 
legacy  of  one  who  has  ardently  v/iflied,  on  ail  occafions, 
to  be  ufeful  to  his  country,  and  who,  even  in  the  jihade 
of  retirement,  will  not  fail  to  implore  the  divine  bene- 
di'Clion  upon  it." 

A  committee  of  con2:refs  having  been  aDDointed  to 
inquire  fully  into  the  proceedings  of  the  office  of  finance, 
reported  on  the  17th  of  June,  that  in  examining  the  re- June 
forms  which  had  been  made  in  the  public  expenditures,  ^^* 
their  attention  was  necefiarily  called  to  the  expenditures 
t)f  formier  years ;  and  that  in  comparing  thefe  with  the 
prefent,  and  making  every  allowance  for  the  difference 
of  times  and  circumflances,  they  were  of  opinion,  that 

j  the  order  and  occonomy  which  had  been  introduced 
fmce  the  cflablifiiment  of  this  office,  had  been  attended 
with  great  favings  of  public  money,  as  v/ell  as  m.any 
other  beneficial  confequences.  The  fame  was  ordered 
to  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

The  extravagance,  wade  and  enormities  in  expences 
and  charges  among  the  Britifn,  being  the  fubjefts  of 
converfation  in  comipany  v/ith  feveral  of  the  New  Eng- 
land delegates  ^  thefe  wxre  led  to  remark  upon  the  enor- 

I  mous  expences  of  the  American  army  through  v/afle, 
bad  management,  and   other  caufes.     After  that,  two 

'  of  the  Maflachufetts  delegates  acknov/ledged,  that  it  coft 
congrefs  at  the  rate  of  i3  millions  per  annum  hard  dol- 
lars, to  carry  on  the  w^ar  till  Mr.  Morris  was  chofen 
financier^  and  that  then  it  coft  them,  but  about  five  mil- 
lions. 
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LETTER      XIV. 


Roxhmy^  Apil  (^-^   1784. 

^7^3'  A  DVICE  being  fent  by  cxprefs  to  Philadelphia 
-*•  "^  from  Lancafter,  67  miles  diftant,  that  about 
eighty  of  the  Pennfylvania  levies  fiationed  there,  were 
marching  to  the  city  in  defiance  of  their  officers,  to  feek 
a  redrefs  of  grievances  from  the  executive  council  of 
the  ftate,  the  fame  was  communicated  to  congrefs  \  who 
appointed  a  comm.ittee  to  confer  with  the  council  on 
the  19th  of  June.  The  committee  urged  the  callincy 
out  a  detachm.ent  of  militia  to  intercept  the  mutineers 
on  their  march,  and  fuggefted  the  danger  of  their  being 
fuffered  to  join  the  troops  in  the  barracks,  who  a  few 
days  before  had  fent  an  iniolent  and  threatening  meffage 
to  congrefs,  in  the  name  of  a  board  of  fergeants.  The 
council  fhowing  a  rcludance  to  comiply,  from  an  opi- 
nion that  the  miiiitia  would  not  be  willing  to  a6l,  till 
feme  outrage  was  committed  by  the  troops,  the  affiflant 
fecretary  at  war  Vv^as  fent  by  the  committee  to  meet  the 
mutineers,  and  endeavour  to  engage  them  to  return  to 
I^ancafter.  They  however  perfifted,  and  arrived  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th  at  Philadelphia.  They  proceeded 
to  the  barracks,  where  were  quartered  about  150  vete- 
rans lately  arrived  from  Carolina,  the  corps  of  artillery 
and  others  of  different  corps,  amounting  to  upward  of 

z"^  300  in  the  whole.     The  day  following,  the  troops,  with 
fixed  bayonets  and  drums  beating,  marched  to  the  flatc- 

houfe. 
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Iroufe,  the  feat  of  congrefs,  and  of  the  fupreme  executive  1785. 
council  of  Pennfylvania.     They  placed  guards  at  every 
d-oor,  fent  in  a  written  meffage  to  the  prefident  and 
council,  and  threatened  to  let  loofe  an  enraged  foldiery 
upon  them,  if  they  were  not  gratified  as  to  their  demand 
within  twenty  minutes.     No  addrefs  was  made  to  con-  ^ 
grefs  ;  but  for  fome  hours  their  fituation  was  not  very 
agreeable,  while  they  Vv^ere  furrounded  by  about  300 
men,  with  guards  placed  at  their  doors,  ai^d  the  foldiers 
/rom  every  appearance  feemingly  prepared  for  the  worft 
purpofes.     Before  the  opportunity  prefented  (after  being 
about  three  hours  under  durefle)  of  retiring  without  any 
other  infult  offered  to  them  colle6lively  or  individually, 
they  refolved,  that  the  authority  of  the  United  States  had 
been  grofsly  infulted  by  the  armed  foldiers — that  the 
committee  confer  with  the  executive  council,  and  that 
in  cafe  it  fFiould  appear  to  the  committee,  that  there 
was  no  fatisfadtory  ground  for  expedting  adequate  exer- 
tions, by  the  Pennfylvania  ftate,  for  fupporting  the  dig- 
nity of  the  foederal  government  5  the  prefident,  on  the 
advice  of  the  committee,  lliould  fummon  the  members 
of  congrefs  to   m.eet  on  Thurfday  the  26th  at  Trenton 
or  Princeton — and  that  the  fecretary  at  war  iliould  com- 
municate to   the  commander  in  chief,  the  ftate  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  troops  in  Philadelphia,  that  fo  he  might 
take  immediate   meafures  to  difpatch  to  the  city  fuch 
force  as  he  Ihould  judge  expedient  for  fupprefTing  any 
enfuing  difturbances.     The  committee  conferred  with 
the  council,    v/ithout  receiving   fatisfa6lion,    while   the 
mutinous  difpofition  of  the  foldiery   continued  :    they 
therefore  advifed  to  the  fummoning  of  congrefs  to  Tren- 
ton or  Princeton.     When   the  inhabitants  of  Princeton 
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J783.  and  its  vicinity  knew  that  they  were  to  be  honored  with 
the  pre  fence  of  congrefs^  they  refolved  to  fiipport  order 
and  good  governmentj  and  exerted  themfelves  to  ac-r 
connmodate  the  reprefentatives  of  the  United  States. 

The  rmonnent  general  WaHiington  was   infornned  by 
exprefs  of  the  mutiny  at  Philadelphia,  he  ordered  a  de- 
tachment of  1500  men  to  be  put  in  motion  immedi- 
ately, and  gave  the  comm.and  of  them,  to  gen.  Robert 
Flowe.     Upon  their  arrival,  the  diftiirbances  v/ere  foon 
quietedj  v/ithout  bloodfned,    and  feverai  of  the  muti- 
neers were  taken  up,  tried  and  condemned,  two  fo  fuf- 
fer  death,  and  four  to  receive  corporal  punifhm.ent  -,  but 
were  afterward  pardoned  by.  congrefs,  as  they  did  not 
appear  to  have  been  principals  in  the  mutiny,  and  as  no 
lives  were  loft,  nor  any  deftrudion  of  property  commiit- 
ted.     Congrefs  were  fenfible  to  what  it  was  partly  ow- 
ing, that  they  had  been  obliged  to  change  their  refi- 
^  '^   dence ;  they  therefore  diredted,  on  the    1 1  th  of  July^ 
the  fuperintendent  of  finance  to  report  to  them,  th^  rea- 
fons  why  the  troops  lately  furloughed,  did  not  receive 
part  of  their  pay  previous  thereto,  agreeably  to  the  in- 
tention of  congrefs.     The  financier's  notes  with  which 
iiich  payment  was  at  length  made,  foon  pafTed  at  a  con- 
fiderable  difcount,  notwithftanding  the  receivers  in  the 
feverai  flates  were  inftru^led  to  take  them  in  payment 
of  taxes;  as  alfo  to  take  them  up  whenever  tendered,  if 
they  had  public  money  in  their  hands :  thus  thxC  foldiery 
had  experience  of  a  frelli  hardfnip. 
■^^Z'       On  the  7th  of  Auguil,    the  reprefentatives   of  the 
United  States  "  refolved  (unanimoufly,  ten  dates  being 
prefent)  That  an  equeilrian  ftatue  of  general  Waihing- 
ton^  be  eredled  at  the  place  where  the  refulence  of  con- 

grcis 
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crrefs  fnali  be  eftabliihcd  : — That  the  ilatue  be  of  bronze  '/^J* 
— The  general  to  hp  reprefented  in  a  Roman  drefs,  hold- 
ing a  truncheon  in  his  right  hand^  and  his  head  encir- 
cled v/ith  a  laurel  wreath.  The  ftatue  to  be  -fupported 
by  a  marble  pedeftal,  on  which  are  to  be  reprefented, 
in  baiTo  relievo,  the  following  principal  events  of  the 
war,  in  which  general  Wafhington  commanded  in  per- 
fon,  viz.  The  evacuation  of  Bofton — the  capture  of  tjhe 
HefTians  at  Trenton — the  battle  of  Princeton — the  ac- 
tion of  Monmouthj  and  the  furrender  of  York.  On 
the  upper  part  of  the  front  of  the  pedeftal,  to  be  en- 
graved as  follows— The  United  States  in  congrefs  affem- 
.bled,  ordered  this  ftatue  to  be  erefted  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1783,  in  honor  of  George  Wafhington,  the  illuf- 
trious  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  during  the  war  which  vindicated  and 
iecured  their  liberty,  fovereignty  and  independence." 

Toward  the  end  of  July,  the  general  made  a  tour  to 
the  northward  as  far  as  Crown  Point.  When  returned 
he  waited  upon  congrefs  agreeable  to  invitation.  He 
was  introduced  by  two  members,  v;hen  the  prelident  ad-  26. 
dreiTed  him  with — -"  Sir,  Congrefs  feel  particular  plea- 
fure  in  feeing  your  excellency,  and  in  congratulating 
you  on  the  fuccefs  of  a  war,  in  which  you  have  a6ted  fo 
confpicuous  a  part."  After  Ibme  further  affedlionate 
and  commendatory  exprefTions,  he  clofed  with  fay  ng — • 
*'  Hoftilities  have  now  ceafed,  but  your  country  ftill 
needs  your  fervices.  She  wifhes  to  avail  herfelf  of  your 
talents  in  forming  the  arrangements  which  will  be  necef- 
fary  for  her  in  the  time  of  peace.  For  this  reafon  your 
attendance  at  congrefs  has  been  requefted.  A  com- 
mittee is  appointed  to  confer  with  your  excellency,  and 
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jyc^.  to  receive  your  alTiftance  in  preparing  and  digefting 
plans  relative  to  thofe  innportant  objefts."  The  com- 
mander in  chief  made  a  reply  that  was  highly  acceptable. 
1  le  alfo  removed  with  his  family  to  Rocky-hill,  near 
Princeton,  that  he  might  the  more  conveniently  confer 
with  the  committee. 

Sept.  Congrcfs  in  a  proclamation  pub'iflied  to  the  United 
■^*  States,  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  concluded 
on  the  3d  of  April  1783,  between  the  king  of  Sweden 
and  the  United  States  of  North  America,  for  the  fpace 
of  fifteen  years,  by  the  honorable  Benjamin  Franklin, 
commiiTioned  by  the  United  States,  and  a  minifter 
plenipotentiary  named  for  thQ  purpofe  by  the  faid  king.: 
By  the  7th  article,  the  refident  fubjeds  of  each  party: 
are  permitted  fafely  to  navigate  their  veffcls,  without, 
.any  regard  to  thofe  to  whom  the  merchandifes  and  car-: 
goes  may  belong  j  and  to  frequent  the  places  and  ports 
of  powers,  enemies  to  the  contra6ting  parties,  without 
being  in  any  wife  moiefced,  and  to  carry  on  a  commerce 
not  only  diredtly  from  the  ports  of  an  enem.y  to  a  neu- 
tral po:t,  but  even  from  one  port  of  an  enemy,  to  ano- 
ther port  of  an  enemy,  whether  it  be  under  the  jurif- 
didion  of  the  fame  or  of  different  princes.  Free  fhips 
are  to  make  merchandifes  free ;  and  every  thing  (con- 
traband goods  alway  excepted)  on  board  of  fhips  be- 
longing to  fubjeds  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  con- 
trading  parties,  is  to  be  confidered  as  free,  even  though 
the  cargo  or  a  part  of  it  belongs  to  the  enemies  of  one 
or  both.  Perfons  on  board  a  free  fhip,  though  enemies 
to  both  or  either  of  the  parties,  are  not  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  free  fhlp,  unlefs  they  are  foldiers  in  the  adual 
fervice  of  the  faid  enemies.  Article  the  5th  ipecifies 
I  arms^ 
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arms,  great  guns,  and  various  v/ariike  inflruments,  under  j^g^^ 
the  name  of  contraband  or  prohibited  goods,  and  then 
clofes  with — ^^  and  all  other  like  kinds  of  arms  and  in- 
ftruments  of  war  for  the  ufe  of  troops."  By  the  loth 
article  no  goods  are  to  be  confidered  as  contraband, 
which  have  not  been  zvorked  into  the  form  of  any  inftru- 
ment  or  thing  for  the  purpofe  of  v/ar  by  land  or  Tea, 
much  lefs  fuch  as  have  been  prepared  or  wrought  up 
for  any  other  ufe,  all  which  are  to  be  reckoned  free 
goods;  as  alfo  all  thole  which  are  not  comprehended  and 
particularly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  article.  Such 
goods  may  be  freely  tranfported  by  the  fubie61:s  of  either 
party,  even  to  places  belonging  to  an  enemy,  fuch  only 
excepted  as  are  befieged,  blocked  or  inveftedj  and  thofe 
places  only  are  to  be  confidered  as  fuch,  which  are 
nearly  furrounded  by  one  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

The  eighth  of  06lober  was  marked  by  the  attendance  o^, 
of  a  deputation  from  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  people     ^' 
called  quakers,  who  being  admitted,  delivered  their  ad- 
drefs  to  congrefs  and  withdrev/.     By  fuch  a«5t  that  Ame- 
rican   body   of  people  acknowledged  the  independent 
I  fovereignty  of  the   United   States,  and  imphcitly  pro- 
feffed  their  own  allegiance.     The  meeting  was  held  in 
Philadelphia,  for  Pennfylvania,  Nev>/  Jerfey,  Delaware, 
and  the  wellern  parts  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.     The 
I  addrefs  was  dated  the  4th  of  the  loth  month,  and  was 
figned  by  more  than  five  hundred  members.     It  related 
to  the  flave  trade.     That  refpeftable  body  had  at  length 
proceeded  fo  far  in  the  caufe  of  general  liberty,  without 
regarding  country  or  complexion,  as  to  enjoin  the  mem- 
bers of  their  fociety  to  hberate  all  fuch  as  they  held  in 
bondage :  which  injundion  was  generally  complied  wuh. 


and 
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i'TjS^.  and  the  African  thereby  reftored  to  his  natural  and  jud: 
right..  They  feared  however,  that  fome,  forgetful  of 
the  days  of  difirefs,  were  prompted  by  avaricious  mo- 
tives to  renew  the  trade  for  flaves  to  the  African  coails, 
contrary  to  every  humane  and  righteous  conhdcration, 
and  in  oppofition  to  the  folemn  declarations  often  re** 
peatcd  in  favor  of  univerfal  liberty.  .  They  therefore 
carnefrly  folicited  the  chriftian  interpofition  of  congrefs, 
for  the  difcouragernent;  and  prevention  of  fo  obvious  an 
evil. 
Oct.  Ten  days  after  the  delivery  of  their  addrefs,  congrefs 
^^'  by  proclamation  direded  that  the  nth  of  December 
ibould  be  fet  apart  as  a  day  of  public  thankfgiving. 
On  the  fame  day  they  "  refolved.  That  two  pieces  of 
the  field  ordnance  taken  from  the  Britifli  army  at  the 
Cowpens,  Augufta,  or  Eutaw,  be  prefented  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  arm.ies  of  the  United  States,  to 
major  general  Greene,  as  a  public  teftimonial  of  the 
wifdom>  fortitude  and  military  fKill  which  diftinguilhed 
his  command  in  the  fouthern  department,  and  of  the 
eminent  fervices  which,  amidft  complicated  difficulties 
and  dangers,  and  againfc  an  enemy  greatly  fuperior  in 
numbers,  he  has  fuccefsfully  performed  for  his  country*. 
And  that  a  memiorarrdum.  be  engraved  on  the  laid  pieces 
oi  ordnance,  exprefiive  of  the  fubftance  of  this  refolu- 
tjon.'*  The  commander  in  chief  was  alfotobe  informed, 
that  gen.  Greene  had  the  permifiion  of  congrefs  to  vifit 
his  family  at  Rhode  I  Hand.  They  clofed  the  bufinefs 
of  the  day  by  iifuing  a  proclamation.  In  that  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  were  applauded  for  having  difplayed 
in  the  progrefs  of  an  arduous  and  difficult  war  every' 
Hiihtary   and  patriotic  virtue — for  iheir  fortitude  and 


magna- 
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magnanimity  in  the  moil  trying  fcene^  of  dillrefs— rand  ^^^5" 
for  a  feries  of  heroic  and  illuftrious  acchievements,  exalt- 
ing them  to  a  high  rank  am.ong  the  mofl  zealous  and 
fuccel^ful  defenders  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  mian- 
}cind.  After  giving  them  the  thanks  of  their  country, 
for  their  long,  eminent  and  faithful  fervices,  congrefs 
declared  it  to  be  their  pleafure,  that  fuch  part  of  the 
fcederal  armies  as  ftood  engaged  to  ferve  during  the  war, 
ihould  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  November  next, 
be  abfolutely  difcharged  from  the  faid  fervice.  On  the 
29thj  the  commander  in  chief  v/as  direfted  by  them  to 
difcharge  all  the  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,  who  were  in  Penniylvania  or  to  the  fouthward 
thereof,  except  the  garrifon  of  Fort-Pitt. 

On  the  3iil  of  October,  the  honorable  Peter  John  ji. 
Van  Berckel,  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  their  high 
mightinefies  the  States  General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, was  admitted  by  congrefs  to  an  audience.  The 
chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  general  Wafhington,  the  fuper- 
jntendent  of  finance,  many  other  gentlem.en  of  eminence, 
together  v/ith  a  number  of  ladies  of  the  firft  charader, 

,  affembled  in  the  chapel  of  Princeton  college  to  partici- 
pate of  the  joys  the  audience  fnould  afford ;  and  for 

\  which  their  fpirits  were  put  into  proper  tone,  by  the 
arrival,  a  little  before  Mr.  Van  Berckel  entered,  of  an 

'  authentic  account  that  the  definitive  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  axnd  the  United  States  v;as  concluded.  Mr.  Van 
Berckel  upon  being  introduced,  addrefied  congrefs  in  a 
fpeech,  which  was  fo  gracefully  pronounced  as  to  pleafe 
thofe  vvho  could  not  underftand  it,  becaufe  of  its  not 
beinp"  in  Enmifh.     He  then  delivered  a  letter  from  their 

o  o 

high  mightinefies.     The  prefident  returned  an  anfv/er 

to 
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*?^5*  to  the  mInifLer ;  in  the  clofe  of  which  it  v/as  obferved^ 
that  the  United  States  had  received  the  moft  diftinguiihed 
proofs  of  regard  and  friendfliip  from  his  illuilrious 
family.  The  affembly  after  that  feparated  -,  and  the  day 
clofed  with  convivial  meetings.  ,v 

Nor.  On  the  ad  of  November,  were  iiTued  from  Rocky 
^'  Hill,  general  Wafhington's  farewell  orders  to  the  armies 
of  the  United  States.  Having  taken  notice  of  con- 
grefs's  proclamation  of  Oifrober  the  i8thj  he  faid — "  It  I 
only  remains  for  the  commander  in  chief  to  addrefs  him- 
felf  once  more,  and  that  for  the  lafi:  time,  to  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  (however  widely  difperfed  fclie  in- 
dividuals who  compofed  them  may  be)  and  to  bid  them 
an  afredionate^ — a  lono;  farewell— But  before  tliQ  com- 
mander  in  chief  takes  Ins  final  leave  of  thofe  he  holds  " 
moil  dear,  he  wifhes  to  indulge  himfelf  a  few  mon-ients 
in  calling  to  mind  a  flight  review  of  the  pail : — he  will 
then  take  the  liberty  of  exploring,  with  his  military 
friends,  their  future  profpe6ts — of  advifing  the  general 
line  of  condu6l,  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  pur- 
fued  ; — and  he  will  conclude  the  addrefs,  by  exprefiing  ^ 
the  obligations  he  feels  himfelf  under  for  the  fpirited 
and  able  afTillance  he  has  experienced  from  them,  in  the 
performance  of  an  arduous  office."  His  clofing  words 
were — ^'  And  being  now  to  conclude  thefe  his  lad  pub- 
lic orders,  to  take  his  ultimate  leave,  in  a  fliort  time  of 
the  military  character,  and  to  bid  a  final  adieu  to  the 
armies  he  has  fo  long  had  the  honor  to  command,  he 
can  only  again  offer  in  their  behalf,  his  recommenda- 
tions to  their  grateful  country,  and  his  prayers  to  the 
God  of  armies. — May  ample  juflice  be  done  them  here, 
and  may  the  choicefl  of  heayen's  favors,  both  here  and 

hereafter, 
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hereafter,  attend  thofe,  who,  under  the  divine  aufpices,  ^7^5* 
have  fecured  innumerable  blelTmgs  for  others  !    With 
thefe  withes,  and  this  benedidlion,  the  conimander  in 
chief  is  about  to  retire  from  fervice. — The  curtain  of 
reparation  will  foon  be  drawn — and  the  military  fcene  to 
him  will  be  clofed  for  ever  V 

In  Auo-uft  Sir  Guy  Carleton  received  his  final  orders  . 
for  the  evacuation  of  New  York.     On  the  17th  he  in-    17, 
formed  the  preiident  of  congrefs,  that  he  iliould  lofe  no 
time  in  fulfilling  his  majefty's  commands.     But  he  could 
afiign  no  precife  period.     The  violence  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, which  broke  cut  foon  after  the  ceffation  of  holli- 
iities,  increafed  the  numbers  of  thofe   that  looked  to 
him  for  efcape  from  threatened  deftru6tion.     The  newf- 
papers  contained   repeated  menaces   from  committees 
formed  in  various  towns,  cities  and  diflridls,  and  even 
at  Philadelphia ;  which  augmented  the  terrors  of  the 
loyalifts,  fo  that  Sir  Guy  could  not  in  honor  leave  any 
of  thofe    behind,    who   were   defirous  of  quitting  the 
country.     He  expreiTed  his  concern  at  congrefs's  having 
fufpended  to  that  late  hour  the  recommendations  ilipu- 
lated  by  the  treaty.     The  committee  of  congrefs  had 
reported,    on    the  30th   of    May,    after   a   preamible, 
"  therefore,  refolved,  that  the  feveral  flates  are  hereby 
required  to  rem.ove  all  obflruclions  which  may  interpofe 
in  the  way  of  the  entire  and  faithful  execution  of  the 
fourth  and  fixth  articles ;  and  that  it  be  at  the  fame  time 
earneftly  recommended  to  them,  to  take  into  ferious 
confideration  the  fifth  article,    and  to  conform   to  thf: 
feveral  matters   therein  contained,    with   that  fpirit  of 
moderation  and  liberality,  which  ought  ever  to  charac- 
terize the  deliberations  and  meafures,  of  a  free  and  en- 
lightened 
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1 7S3. lightened  nation.'*     Inftead  of  adopting  and  publifhing 
the  refolutionj  a  motion  was   made  that  the  report  be 
committed,  to  which  22  m.embers  of  congrefs  prefent 
aoi'eed :  the  New  York  delegate  Ivlr.  (formerly,  colonel) 
Hamilton,  one  of  the  committeCj  difLinguifned  himfcif 
by  his  firm.nefs  and  confiftency  in  giving  it  his  fingle 
negative.     The  inveteracy  difcovered  in  the  dates  againft 
tht  parties   alluded   to  in  the  fifth  article^,  undoubtedly 
influenced  the  mjnds  of  feverai  to  vote  for  the  commiit- 
ment,  while  the  inclination  of  others  prompted  themi  to 
life  that  as  an  argum.ent  for  their  fo  voting.     The  aver-*" 
fion  of  the  people  to  a  comipliance  with  fuch  recom* 
mendations,  had  they  been  puWifhedj  did  not  proceed 
altoo-ether  from  the  rancor  of  the  heart ;  but  interefb  in-^ 
fluenced.     Debts,    which   had    never  been   contrafted, 
were  claimed,  and  paid  out  of  the  confifcated  eflates  :  in 
fom.e  inilances  by  thofe  who  Vv/ere  debtors  to  the  parties 
fuffering  by  the  confifcations.     Confifcated  property  to 
a  confiderable  am.ount  had  been  purchafed  by  many  at  a 
trifling  expence.     Had  the  recom.m.endations  been  palfed 
and  complied  with,  fcenes  of  notorious  injuftice  Vv'ould 
have  been  laid  open,  the  mofl:  beneficial  bargains  fuper- 
feded,  and  the  payment  of  a  number  of  fimple  contrad 
and  bond  debts  fpeedily  required. 
l^;•ov,       Tuefday,  November  the   2 5th,  was  the  day  agreed 
^r     upon  for  the  evacuation  of  Nev/  York.     To  prevent 
every  diforder  v/hich  m/ight  otherwife  enfue  from  fuch  an 
event,    the  American   troops   under  the  command  of 
general  Knox  marched  from  Haerlem  to  the  Bowery 
lane  in  the  morning.     They  remained  there  till  about 
one  o'clock,  when  the  Britifh  forces  left  the  pofts  in  the 
Bowery,  and  the  Americans  marched  forward  and  took 
3  pofTefnon 
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pofreiTion  of  the  city.     This  being  effcdred,  Knox  and  ^7^3» 
a  nuinber  of  citizens  on  horfeback  rode  to  the  Bowery 
to  receive  their    excellencies  general  Waflilogton  and 
governor  Clinton,    who,    with   their  fuits,    made  their 
public  entry  into  the  city  on  horfeback  5  followed  by  the 
lieiit.  governor  and  the  members  of  the  council^  for  the 
temporary  govern m.cnt  of  the    fouthern    diilri6l,    four 
abrcail — general  Knox  and  the  ollicers  of  the   armf, 
eight  abreaft — citizens  on  horftback,    eight   abreaft— 
the  fpeakcr  of  the  al'fembiy  and  citizens  on  foot^  eight 
abreail.     The  proceiTion  reafed  at  Cape's  tavern.     The 
governor  gave  a  public  dinner  at  Frances's  tavern;  at 
!  which  the  commander  in  chief  and  other  general  officers 
were  prefent.     The  arrangem.ents  for  the  whole  bufinefs 
were  fo  well  m^ade  and  executed,  that  the  moft  admiirable 
tranquillity  fjccecded  through  the  day  and  night.     On  rj^^^ 
Mondav,  the  2;overnor  gave  an  ele.ofant  entertainment     ^* 
to  the  French  ambaiTador,  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne. 
General  Waihington,  the  principal  officers  of  the  New 
•  York  ilate  and  of  the  arm.y,  and  upward  of  a  hundred 
gentlemen,  v/ere  prefent.     Magnificent  fire  works,   in- 
t:  finitely  exceeding  every  thing  of  the  kind  before  feen  in 
i  the  United  States,  were  exhibited  at  the  Bowling-green 
i  in  the  Broad -way,  in  the  evening  of  Tuefday,  in  cele- 
bration of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace.     They  com- 
menced by  a  dove's  defcending  with  the  olive  branch,  and 
fetting  fire  to  a  miarron  battery. 

On  Thurfday  noon,  the  principal  officers  of  the  army    4. 
afiembled  at  Frances's  (alias  Black  Sam's)   tavern,  to 
take  a  final  leave  of  their  miuch-loved  commander  in 
chief     After  av;hile,  gen.  Waihington  came  in,    and 
callins:  for  a  dafs  of  wine,  thus  addrelTed  tliem — ^^  With 

an 
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'7^3' an  heart  full  of  love  and  gratitude,  I  nov/  take  leave  of 
you.  I  moil  devoutly  wifh,  that  your  latter  days  may 
be  as  profperous  and  happy,  as  your  former  ones  have 
been  glorious  and  honorable."  Having  drank,  he  faid— 
"  I  cannot  come  to  each  of  you  to  take  my  leave ;  but 
fhall  be  obliged  to  you,  if  each  will  com.e  and  take  me 
by  the  hand."  General  Knox  being  nearefl  turned  to 
him  i  Waihington  with  tears  rolling  down  his  cheeks, 
grafped  Knox's  hand,  and  then  kifled  him :  he  did  the 
fame  by  every  fucceeding  officer,  and  by  fome  other 
gentlemen  who  were  prefent.  The  paffions  of  human 
nature  were  never  m^ore  tenderly  agitated,  than  in  this  ' 
interefling  and  diflrefsful  fcene.  The  whole  company 
were  in  tears.  When  Wafhington  left  the  room,  and 
pafled  through  the  corps  of  light  infantry  about  two 
o'clock  in  his  way  to  V^hitehall,  the  others  followed, 
walking  in  a  folemn,  mute,  and  mournful  proceflion,  I 
with  heads  hanging  down  and  dejedled  countenances,  till 
he  embarked  in  his  barge  for  Powle's  Hook.  When 
he  had  entered,  he  turned,  took  off  his  hat,  and  with 
that  bid  them  a  filent  adieu.  They  paid  him  the  fame 
affe6lionate  compliment,  and  the  barge  pulliing  off,  re- 
turned from  Whitehall  in  like  manner  as  they  had  ad- 
vanced. 

Though  general  Wafhington  was  not  flayed  in  his 
^progrefs  to  Philadelphia,  by  the  congrefs,  who,  on  the 
I  ft  of  November,  had  eleded  the  honorable  Thomas 
Mifflin  prefident,  and  three  days  after  had  adjourned  to 
meet  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland  on  the  26th ;  yet  it  waS 
the  8th  of  December  at  noon,  before  general  Wafhing- 
ton arrived  at  the  capital  of  Pennfylvania.  When  his 
intention  of  quitting  the  army  was  known,  he  was  com- 

piimiCnted 
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plimented  and  received  widi  the  iitmofl  refpccb  andi^gj, 
affeftion,  by  all  orders  of  men,  bodi  in  die  civil  and 
military  line.  He  remained  fom.e  days  in  Pliiladelphia. 
While  in  the  city  he  delivered  in  his  accounts  to  the 
comptroller,  dov/n  to  December  the  13th,  allmhisovM 
hand  writings  and  every  entry  made  in  the  moil  pard- 
cular  manner.  Hating  the  occafion  of  each  charge,  fo  as 
to  give  the  leaft  trouble  in  examining  and  comparing 
them  with  the  vouchers  v/ith  which  they  v/erc  attended. 

The   heads   are  as    follows,    copied   from   the    folio 
manufcript  paper  booIc>  in  the  file  of  the  treafury  ofHce 
N"*  3700,  being  a  black  box  of  dn  containing,  under 
lock  and  key,  both  that  and  the  vouchers. 
Total  of  expenditures  from  1775  to  1783, 
exclufive  of  proviiions  from  com miilaries 
and  contra6tors,  and  of  liquors,  &c.  from    l^,       j.  ^, 

them  and  others          -         -         -         -33^7  ^44 

*  Secret  intelligence  and  fervice         -         -  1982  lo  o 

Spent  in  reconnoitring  and  travelling              1874  8   % 

Mifceilaneous  charges     -         -         -         -  2952  10  i 
Expended  beddes,  dollars  according  to  the 

fcale  of  depreciation             -         -         -  61 14  14  o 

L  16,311  17  I 

Note^  104,364  of  the  dollars  v/ere  received  after  March 
1 7 So,  and  although  credited  at  40  for  one,  m.any  did 
not  fetch  at  the  rate  of  a  hundred  for  one,  while  27,775 
of  them  are  returned  without  deducing  any  thing  from 
the  above  account  [and  therefore  adually  made  a  pre- 
fent  of  to  the  public] 

*  200  guineas  advanced  to  general  M'Dougall  are  not  included  in 
the  1982I.  I  OS.  not  being  yet  fettled,  but  included  in  fome  of  the 
other  charges,  and  fo  reckoned  in  the  general  fum. 

Vol.  IV,  C  c  [General 
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'7^3-  [Gen.  Wafliington's  account]  From  June  £.  s,  J, 

1775  to  the  end  of  June  1783                  163311  17   1 

Expenditurefrom  July  I5  i7835toDec.  13  1717  5  4 

[Added  afterwardl  from  thence  to  Dec.  28       213  84 

Mrs.  Wafhington's  travelling  expences  in  5 

coming  to  the  general  and  returning  1 064  i  o 


£,  19,306  II  9 

lawful  money  of  Virginiaj  the  ilimiC  as  theMalTachufetts^or 

£.  14,479   18   9  J  fcerling. 

The  general  entered  in  his  book — *^  I  find  upon  the 
final  adjuitment  of  thefe  accounts^  that  I  am  a  confider-s 
able  loler — my  diiburfements  falling  a  good  deal  fhor^ 
of  my  receipts,  and  the  money  I  had  upon  hand  of  my 
own :  for  befides  the  fums  I  canied  with  me  to  Cam- 
bridge in  i775>  I  received  monies  afterwards  on  private 
account  in  1777  and  fince,  which  (except  fm ail  fums 
that  I  had  occafion  nov;  and  then  to  apply  to  private 
ufes)  were  all  expended  in  the  public  fervice  i  throuo-h 
hurry,  I  fuppofc;,  and  the  perplexity  of  bufinefs  (for  I 
know  not  how  elfe  to  account  for  the  deficiency)  I  have 
omitted  to  charge  the  fame,  whilfb  every  dd'U  sLgcdn^^ 
me  is  here  credited.     July  i,  1783." 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  the  United  States  (you 
-will  be  likely  to  add — and  for  Great  Britain)  had  each 
perfon  who  has  handled  pubhc  money  been  equally 
€xa6t  and  pundtual  I 

General  WaihingLon^  after  delivering  in  his  accounts^ 

J.      hafliened  to  Annapolis,  where  he  arrived  on  the  evening 

20.     of  the  19th  of  December.     The  next  day  he  informedj. 

congrefs  of  his  arrival  in   that  city,  \Vix\^  the  intention- 

of  afidng  leave  to  refign  the  commiiTion  he  had  the  honor* 
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of  holding  in  their  fervice,  and  defired  to  know  their  ^7^3* 

I    pleafnre  in  what  manner  it  would  be  mod  proper  to  offer 

I  liis  refignation— -whether  in  writing  or  at  an  audience. 
They  refolved  that  it  fhould  be  at  a  public  audience, 

I  the  following  Tuefday  at  twelve  o'clock.  The  general 
had  been  fo  referved  with  regard  to  the  time  of  his  in- 
tended refignation,  that  congrefs  had  not  the  lead  appre- 

I  henfion  of  its  being  either  fo  foon  or  fo  fudden. 

When  the  day  was  arrived,  and  the  hour  approached  ^^' 
for  fixing  the  patriotic  character  of  the  AMERICAN 
CHIEF,  the  gallery  was  filled  with  a  beautiful  group 
of  elegant  ladies,  and  fome  graced  the  floor  of  congrefs. 

J  On  this  were  likewife  the  governor,  council  and  legifla- 
ture  of  Maryland,  feveral  general  officers,  the  conful 
general  of  France,  and  the  refpedtable  citizens  of  Anna- 
polis. Congrefs  were  feated  and  covered,  as  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  Union,  the  fpe6lators 
were  uncovered  and  ftanding.  The  general  was  intro- 
duced to  a  chair  by  the  fecretary,  who,  after  a  decent 
interval,  ordered  filence.  A  fhort  paufe  enfued,  when 
the  honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  the  prefident,  informed 

.:  the  general,  that  "  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affem- 
bled  were  prepared  to  receive  his  communications  :*'  oa 

I  which  he  rofe  with  great  dignity,  and  delivered  this  ad- 

drefs **  Mr.  Prefident,  The  great  events  on  which 

my  refignation  depended  having  at  length  taken  place, 
I  have  now  the  honor  of  offering  my  fincere  congratu- 
lations to  Congrefs,  and  of  prefenting  myfelf  before 
them,  to  furrender  into  their  hands  the  truft  committed 
to  me,  and  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  retiring  from 
die  fervice  of  my  country. 

C  c  11  *^  Happy 
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1^83.  ^*'  Happy  in  the  confirmation  of  our  independence  and 
fovereignty,  and  pleafed  with  the  opportunity  afforded 
the  United  States,  of  beconai;ng  a  refpedable  nation,  I 
refign  'vvith  fatisftiction  the  appointment  I  accepted  with 
difiidence^ — a  dillidence  in  my  abilities  to  accompiifh  fo 
arduous  a  talk ;  \vhich  however,  was  fjperfeded  by  a  con- 
^fidence  in  the  rectitude  of  our  caufc,  the  fupport  of  the 
fupreme  power  of  the  union,  and  the  patronage  of 
Pleaven. 

"  The  fuccefsful  termination  of  the  war  has  verified  the 
mofh  fanguine  expe6lations ;  and  my  gratitude  for  the 
inter pofition  of  Providence,  and  the  aiTiflance  I  have 
received  froryi  my  countrymen,  iacreafes  with  every  re- 
view of  the  momjentous  conteil. 

^^  While  I  repeat  rny  obligations  to  the  army  in  gene- 
ral, I  fhould  do  injuftice  to  miy  own  feelings  not  to  ac- 
knowledge, in  this  place,  the  peculiar  fervices  and  dif- 
tinguiiLed  merits  of  the  gentlem.en  who  have-  been  at- 
tached to  my  perfon  during  the  war.  It  was  impofEble 
the  choice  of  confidential  ofHcers  to  compofe  my  family 
fhould  have  been  more  fortunate.  Permit  me,  fir,  to 
recomimend  in  particular,  thofe  who  have  continued  in^ 
the  fervice  to  the  prefent  moment,,  as  worthy  of  the 
favorable  notice  and  patronage  of  Congrefs. 

*'  I  confider  it  as  an  indifpenfable  duty  to  clofe  this  laft 
a6t  of  my  oiiicial  life  by  commending  the  intereils  of 
our  dearefl  country  to  the  prote6lion-of  Almighty  God^ 
and  thofe  who  have  the  fupierintendeace  of  them  to  his 
holy  keeping. 

"  Having  now  finifhed  the  work  affigned  me,  I  retii*e^ 
from  the  great  theatre  of  a6lion>  and  bidding  an  affec- 


3  tionatc 
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tlonate  farewel  to  this  auguil  body,  under  whofe  orders  '7^3* 
I  have  fo  long  adled,  I  here  offer  my  commifTion;,  and 
take  my  leave  of  all  the  employm.ents  of  public  life.'* 
-  The  general  was  fo  powerfully  imprefiedj  with  the 
great  and  interefting  fccnes  that  crowded  in  upon  his 
imagination  while  fpeaking,  that  he  would  have  been 
fcarce  able  to  have  uttered  more  than  the  clofing  period. 
He  advanced  and  delivered  to  the  prefident  his  comrnif- 
fion^  with  a  copy  of  his  addrefs.  Having  refumed  his 
place,  he  received  in  a  ftanding  poRure  the  following 
anfwer  of  congrefs  ;  which  the  prefident  delivered  with 
elegance  j  but  not  without  fuch  a  fenfibihty  as  changed, 
and  fpread  a  degree  of  palenefs  oyer,  his  countenance.-— - 
■*^  Sir,  The  United  States  in  congrefs  allembled  receive, 
with  emotions  too  ^ffe6ting  for  utterance,  the  folemn 
refignation  of  the  authorities  under  whi.cj:i  you  have  led 
their  troops  with  fuccefs  through  a  perilous  and  a  doubt* 
ful  war.  Called  upon  by  your  country  to  defend  its  in- 
yaded  rights,  you  accepted  the  facred  charge,  before  it 
had  formed  alliances,  and  whiift  it  v;as  without  funds  or 
a  government  to  fupport  you.  You  have  conduced 
the  great  military  contell  with  wifdom  and  fortitude,  in- 
variably  regarding  the  rights  of  the  civil  pov/er  through 
all  difafters  and  changes.  You  have,  by  the  love  and 
confidence  of  your  fellovz-citizens,  enabled  them  to  dif^ 
play  their  martial  genius,  and  tranfmit  tlieir  fame  to 
pofl:erity.  You  have  perfevered,  till  thefe  United  States, 
aided  by  a  magnanimous  king  and  nation,  have  been 
enabled  under  a  jull  Providence,  to  clofe  the  war  in  free- 
dam,  fafety  and  independence  \  on  which  happy  event 
we  fmcerely  join  ycu  in  congratulations, 

C  c  3  ^'  Having 
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17^3'  «  Having  defended  the  flandard  of  liberty  in  this  new- 
world  :  having  taught  a  leflbn  tifeful  to  thofe  who  infli6l 
and  to  thofe  who  feel  oppreflTionj  you  retire  from  the 
great  theatre  of  a6tion,  with  the  blefllngs  of  your  fel- 
low-citizens— but  the  glory  of  your  virtues  will  not  ter- 
minate with  your  military  command,  it  will  continue  to 
animate  remoteft  ages. 

"  We  feel  with  you  our  obligations  to  the  army  in  ge- 
neral, and  will  particularly  charge  ourfelves  with  the  in- 
terefls,  of  thofe  confidential  officers,  who  have  attended 
your  perfon  to  this  affefting  moment. 

"  We  join  you  in  commending  the  interefts  of  our 
dearefl  country  to  the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  be- 
feeching  him  to  difpofe  the  hearts  and  minds  of  its  ci- 
tizens, to  improve  the  opportunity  afforded  them,  of 
becoming  a  happy  and  refpeftable  nation.  And  for  you 
we  addrefs  to  him  our  earned  prayers,  that  ^  life  fo  be- 
loved, may  be  foftered  with  all  his  care ;  that  your  days 
may  be  happv  as  they  have  been  illuilrious ;  and  that 
he  vvill  finally  give  you  that  reward  which  this  world  can- 


not give/* 


To  fee  on  the  one  hand,  fo  great  and  amiable  a  cha- 
racter taking  his  leave  of  public  employments  to  Ipend 
his  future  days  in  retirement ;  and  his  country  on  the 
other  acknowledging  his  unprecedented  merit,  and  with 
the  moft  affedionate  embraces  loading  him  with  their 
bleffings,  exhibited  a  fcene  that  drew  tears  from  many 
of  the  fpe6lators.  When  the  bufinefs  was  clofed,  his 
excellency  immediately  kt  out  for  his  feat  at  Mount 
Vernon  in  Virginia.  The  governor  of  Maryland  ac- 
companied him  to  South  river^  with  the  warrqefl:  wifhes. 
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of  the  city  for  his  repofe,  health  and  happinefs.  .  Long,  i^g^^ 

long  may  he  enjoy  them  ! 

The  definitive   treaty  betv/een  Great  Britain  and  the 

United  States,  together  with  a  joint  letter  from  the  mi- 

nifters  of  the  United  States,  dated  at  Paffy  the  icth  of 

September,    was  laid  before   congreis  on  the    rjth  of 

December.      That  and  the   letter  were  referred  to  a,  o, 

1 7^4* 
committee,  who  reported  upon  them,  January  the  14th.  Jan. 

The  nine  ftates  prefenc  refolved  unanimoufiy  to  ratify     '^* 
the  definitive  treaty.     In  teftimony  of  fiich  ratification, 
they  caufed  the  feal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed 
to  it ;  and  it  was  witneiled  by  his  excellency  Thomas 
Mifflin,  prefident.     The  treaty  begins — "  In  the  name 
of  the  mod  holy  and  undivided  Trinity." — Then  follows 
the  introdu6lion— »-"  It  having  pleafed  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence to  difpofe  the  hearts  of  the  mod  ferene  andmoft 
potent  prince  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
king  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  &c.  &c.  and 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  forget  all  paft  mif- 
underftandings  and  differences,  that  have  unhappily  in- 
terrupted the  good  correfpondence  and  friendfnip  which 
they  wifii  mutually  to  reftore;  and  to  efcabliih  fuch  a 
beneficial   and  fatisfaftory  intercourfe  between  the  two 
countries,    upon  the  ground  of  reciprocal    advantages 
and  mutual  convenience,  as  may  promote  and  fecure  to 
both  perpetual   peace   and  harmony ;    and   having  for 
this  defirable  end,  already  laid  the  foundation  of  peace 
and  reconciUation,  by  the  provifianai  articles,  figned  at 
Paris  on  the  30th  of  November  1782,  by  the  commif- 
fioners  empowered  an  each  part,   which   articles  were 
agreed  to  be  inferted  in  and.  to  conHitute  the  treaty  of. 
peace  propofed  to  be  concluded  betweca  the  crown  of 

C  c  4  Great 
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3784.  Great  Britain  and  the  faid  United  States,  &c.  5cc.  his 
Britannic  majefty,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  la 
order  to  carry  into  full  effe6t  the  provifional  articles,  &c. 
Jiave  conftituted,  that  is  to  fay,  his  Britannic  nnajefcy 
on  his  part,  David  Hartley  efq;  and  the  faid  United 
States  on  dieir  part,  John  Adams  efq;  Benjamin  Frankr 
lin  efq;  John  Jay  efq;  to  be  the  plenipotentiaries  for  the 
concluding  and    figning    the  prefent  definitive  treaty: 
who  after  having  reciprocally  communicated  their  refpec- 
tive  full  pov/ers,  have  agreed  upon  and  confirmed  the 
following  articles."     The  nine  iirll  articles  arc  the  fame 
with  the  provifional,  five  or  fix  v/ords  excepted  to  ac- 
commodate them  to  tlie  date  of  the  treaty.     But  the 
follov/ing  loth  article  is  added — ^'^  The  folemn  ratifica- 
tions of  the  prefent  treaty,  expedited  in  good  and  due 
form,  fliali  be  exchanged  between  the  contraiShing  par- 
ties in  the  fpace  of  fix  maonths^  or  fooner  if  pofiible,  to 
be  computed  from  the  day  cf  the  fignature  of  the  pre- 
fent treaty.     In  witnefs  whereof,  w^e  the  underfigned^ 
their  miniflers  plenipotentiary,  have  in  their  name,  and 
in  virtue  of  our  full  Dowers,  fi2:ned  v/ith  our  hands  the 
prefent  definitive  treaty,  and  caufed  the  feals  of  our  arms 
to  be  affixed  diereto.     Done  at  Paris,  this  third  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-three.    (L.  S.)  D.Hartley.  (L.  S.) 
John  Adanis,    (L.    S.)    B.  Franklin,     (L.  S.)    John 

On  the  fam.eday  the  ti-eaty  was  ratified,  congrefs  una- 
nimoufly  refolved  upon  tranfmitting  to  the  fcveral  fLates, 
the  recomimendadon  agreed  upon  by  the  commifTioners 
in  the  5th  provifional  article ;  but  too  late  for  the  credit 
of  America,  tlie  benefit  of  the  United  States,  cr  the.  re- 
lief 
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!ief  of  the  loyalifls.  It  is  conjectured,  that  between  '7^3? 
twenty  and  thirty  thoufand  perfons  have  been  forced 
upon  a  refidence  at  the  new  fettlement  of  Shelburne 
and  others  in  Nova  Scotia ;  all  of  whom  might,  by  a 
temperate  condu6t  and  a  noble  fpirit  of  forglveneis,  have 
been  rendered  good  fabjeds  to  the  United  States.Through 
refentment  they  may  hereafter  prove  dangerous  enemies, 
particularly  to  the  MaiTachufettS;,  Ihould  they  be  aided 
by  foreign  ailiilance.  The  United  States  have  not  only 
deprived  themfelves  of  th^ir  perfonal  fervice,  but  alfo 
of  all  their  property,  Vvhich  is  not  inconfiderable,  for 
there  are  many  wealthy  individuals  among  them. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  American  army  has  been  dif- 
banded  :  but  The  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  which  the  late 
officers  of  it  have  eftabiilbed,  has  fpread  a  confiderable 
alarm.     General  Knox,  with  the  good  intention  of  re- 
conciling the  minds  of  his  mihtary  brethren  to  the  pri- 
vate life  on  which  they  were  foon  to  enter,  proje6led  the 
plan,  before  the  circulation  of  the  anonymous  papers 
through  the  army  in  March  1783.     When  the  dange- 
rous dcfign  of  thefe  had  been  fruftrated  by  the  prudence 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  Knox  imparted  his  propo- 
fals  to  certain  ofHcers.     They  were  afterward  comm.u- 
nicated  to  the  feveral  regiments  of  the  refpeClive  lines, 
and  an  officer  from  each  was  appoixited,  who,  with  the 
generals,  ffiould  take  the  fame  into  confideration  at  a 
meeting  on  the  loth  of  May,  at  which  baron  Steuben, 
the  fenior  offixer  prefent,  preHded.     At  their  next  meet- 
ing on  the  13th,  the  plan  having  been  revifed  was  ac- 
cepted.    The  fubftance  of  it  is — "-^  The  officers  of  the 
American  army  do  hereby  in  the  mofb  folemn  manner 
aiTociate,  ccnilitute  and  combine   themfelves  into  one 
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I'j^S' Society  of  Friends,  to  endure  as  long  as  they  fhall  endure, 
or  any  of  their  eldefi  male  pofierity  ;  and  in  failure  thereofj^ 
the  collateral  branches ^  who  may  be  judged  worthy  of  be- 
ccming  its  fupporters  and  members. -^T he  officers  of  the 
American  army,  having  generally  been  taken  fronn  the 
citizens  of  America,  poffefs  high  veneration  for  the  cha- 
ra6ler  of  that  illuftrious  Roman,  Lucius  ^uintus  Cincin- 
natusy  and  being  refolved  to  follow  his  example,  by  re- 
turning to  their  citizenlhip,  they  think  they  may  with 
propriety  denominate  thernfelves  The  Society  of  the  Cin- " 
cinnati.     The  following  principles  fhall  he  immutable — .. 
an  inceffant  attention  to  preferve  inviolate  the  exalted^ 
rights  and  liberties  of  human  nature  for  which  they  have  < 
fought  and  bled— and  an  unalterable  determination  to.; 
promote  and  cherifh  between  the  re'pedlive  ftates  union., 
and  national  honor  j  to  render  permanent,  cordial  af- 
fedtion,  and  the  fpirit  of  brotherly  kindnefs  among  the 
officers ;  and  to  extend  a6ls  of  beneficence  toward  thofe 
officers  and  their  families,  who  may  unfortunately   be 
under  the  neceffity  of  receiving  it.     The  general  fociety\ 
will,  for  the  fake  of  frequent  communications,  be  di- 
vided into  flate  focieties,  and  thofe  again  into  fuch  dif- 
tridts  as  fhall  be  direded  by  the  ftate  focieties.     The.: 
ilate  focieties  fhall  meet  on  the  fourth  of  July  annually,*? 
and  ihii  general  fociety  on  the  firtl:  Monday  in  May  an-  x 
nually,  fo  long  as  they  fnall  deem  it  necelTary,  and  af- 
terwai-d  at  kail  once  in  every  three  years.     The  flate 
focieties  are  to  have  a  prefident,  vice-prefident,  fecretary,  i 
treafurer,  and  affiftant-treafurer.     The  meeting  of  the  ^^ 
general  Ibciety  fliall  confifb  of  its  officers,  and  a  repre-  \ 
fentaticc  from  each  llate  fociety,  in  num.ber  not  ^xctto,^  i 
iug  fivc;^  whnfe  expences  (hall  be  borne  by  their  refpec-  \ 

tive 
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tive  ilate  focieties.  In  the  general  nieeting,  the  prefi-  i^g^^ 
dent,  vice-prefident,  fecretary,  affiftant-fecretary,  trea- 
fiirer,  and  afTiftant-treafurers-general,  fhall  be  chofen  to 
ferve  until  the  next  meeting.  Thofe  officers  who  are 
foreigners,  are  to  be  confidered  as  members  in  the  foci- 
eties of  any  of  the  dates  in  which  they  may  happen  to 
be.  As  there  are  and  will  at  all  times  be  men  in  the 
refpedlive  Hates  eminent  for  their  abiHties  and  patriotifm, 
whofe  views  may  be  directed  to  the  fame  laudable  ob- 
ie6ts  with  thofe  of  the  Cincinnati,  it  fhall  be  a  rule  to 
admit  fuch  chara6ters,  as  honorary  miCmbers  of  the  fo- 
ciety  for  their  own  lives  only  :  provided  that  the  num- 
ber of  the  honorary  members  does  not  exceed  a  ratio 
pf  one  to  four  of  the  officers  and  their  defcendants.  The 
fociety  fhall  have  an  order  by  which  its  members  ihall 
be  known  and  diftinguiflied,  which  fhall  be  a  medal  of 
gold,  of  a  proper  fize  to  receive  the  propofed  emblems, 
^nd  to  be  fufpended  by  a  deep  blue  ribbon,  two  inches 
wide,  edged  with  white,  defcriptive  of  the  union  of 
America  and  France.'* 

The  fociety  at  the  faid  meeting  diredled,  that  the 
prefident-general  fhould  tranfmit,  as  foon  as  might  be, 
to  each  of  the  following  charadlers,  a  m.edal  containing 
the  order  of  the  fociety,  viz.  the  chevalier  de  la  Lu- 
cerne, the  Sieur  Gerard,  the  count  d'Eftaing,  the  count 
de  GrafTe,  the  count  de  Barras,  the  chevalier  d'Eftouches, 
the  count  de  Rochambeau,  and  the  generals  and  colo- 
nels  in  the  army ;  and  fhould  acquaint  them,  that  "  the 
fociety  do  themfelves  the  honor  to  conGder  them  as 
members."  They  alfo  refolved,  that  the  members  of 
the  feveral  ftate  focieties  fhould  aiicmble  as  foon  as  may 
be  for  the  choice  c^  their  oiPxers ;  "  that  general  H^ath, 

baron 
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«7^3' baron  Steuben,  and  general  Knox,  be  a  cooimktee  to 
wait  on  the  commander  in  chief,  with  a  copy  of  the  in- 
ftitutioHj  and  reqneft  him  to  honor  the  fociety  by  placing 
his  nam.e  at  the  head  of  it/'  They  likewife  defired 
general  Heath  to  tranfmit  copies  of  the  inilitution,  with 
the  proceedings  thereon,  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
^he  fouthern  army,  the  fenior  olticer  in  each  ftate,  from 
Pennfylvania  to  Georgia  incluuvej  and  to  the  comm.and- 
ing  officer  of  the  Rhode  I  (land  line,  requeuing  them 
to  take  fuch  meafures  as  may  appear  to  them  neceffary 
for  expediting  the  eftablilliment  of  their  ftate  focieties. 
Circular  letters  were  accordingly  written  j  and  the  plan 
of  the  Cincinnati  carried  into  execution,  without  the 
lead  oppofition  being  given  to  it  by  any  one  ftate,  or 
J)ody  of  men  in  any. 

A  pamphlet  was  at  ler.gth  publlfhed  figned  Caffius^ 
dated  Charleftown,  Oclober  lo,  1783,  entided  Confide- 
rations  on  the  Society  or  Order  of  Cincinnati  \  v/:th  this 
motto,  "  Blow  ye  the  trumpet  in  Zion.*^  It  is  thought 
to  be  v/ritten  by  ^danus  Burke  efq;  one  of  the  chief 
juftices  of  South  Carolina;  and  is  well  executed.  The 
author  undertakes  to  prove,  "  that  the  Cincinnati  cre- 
ates two  diftincc  orders  among  the  Americans— i ft,  A 
race  of  hereditary  nobles,  founded  on  the  military,  to-i 
gether  with  tlie  powerful  families,  and  firft-rate,  leading 
men  in  the  ftate,  whofe  viev/  it  will  ever  be,  to  rule  i 
and  2dly,  The  people  or  plebeians,  whofe  only  view  is 
not  to  be  oppreiTed ;  but  whofe  certain  fate  it  will  be  xxk 
fufFer  opprelTion  under  the  inftitution."  Rem^arking 
upon  the  reafon  for  the  m.embers  being  called  the  C;>- 
dfinati,  he  exclaims — ^*^  As  they  were  taken  from  tlie^ 
citizens,  why  in  the  name  of  God  not  be  contented  "ta 

return 
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return  to  citizenfriip^',  without  ufurping  an  hereditary  '7^3* 
order  ?  or  with  what  "  propriety  can  they  denominate'' 
^henr.klves  from  Cincinnatus,  with  an  ambition  fo 
rank  as  to  aim  at  nothing  kfs,  than  Otium  cura  Bigm- 
tate,  "R.etiremjent  and  a  peerage"  ?  Did  that  virtuous 
Roman,  having  jubdued  the  enemies  of  his  country^ 
^nd  returned  home  to  tend  his  vineyards  and  plant  his 
cabbages  >  did  he  confer  an  hereditary  order  of  peerage 
on  himfelf  and  his  fellov/  foldiers  ?  I  aniwer.  No;  it 
was  m.ore  than  he  dared  to  do."  When  near  the  end 
he  fays, — "  With  regard  to  myfeif,  I  will  be  candid  ta 
own,  that  although  I  am  morally  certain  the  inltitutioa 
"vvill  entail  upon  us  the  evils  I  hr  \  e  mentioned  :  yet  I 
have  not  the  m.oft  didant  idea,  that  it  will  come  to  a 
diffolurion.  The  frft  clals,  or  leading  gentry  in  the 
Hate  [of  South  Carolina]  and  who  will  a].ways  hold  tFie 
government,  will  find  their  intereil  ia  fupporting  a  dif- 
tindlion  that  will  gratify  their  ambition,  by  removing 
them  far  above  their  fellov/  citizens.  The  middling 
order  of  our  gentry,  and  fubftantiai  landholders,  may 
fee  its  tendency  i  but  they  can  take  no  Itep  to  oppofe  ity 
having  Htde  to  do  with  e^overnm.ent.  And  the  lower 
clafs,  with  tliC  city  populace,  will  never  reafon  on  it;, 
till  they  feel  the  fm/art,  and  then  they  will  have  neither 
the  power  nor  capacity  for  a  reformation/' 

The  alarm  is  becomiC  fo  univerfal,  that  the  general 
fociety,  at  their  meeting  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in 
May,  muil  agree  upon  alterations,  and  remove  the  moft 
obnoxious  parts  of  the  plan,  or  the  flates  will  be  likely 
to  \tz  their  faces  againil  the  Cincinnati,  as  a  dangerous 
order.  Many  of  the  American  officers  have  undoubt- 
edly become  members  merely  upon  prudential  motives, 

and 
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*7^i*  and  will  join  their  influence  for  the  removal  of  fuch  ob- 
noxious parts.  General  Greene,  the  late  commanding 
officer  of  the  fouthern  army,  has  acknowledged  to  me 
in  converfation,  that  there  is  not  in  the  fociety,  as  at 
prefent  conftituted,  a  delicacy  with  regard  to  the  general 
body  of  American  cidzens;  and  it  may  be  fairly  pre- 
fumed,  that  a  fimilar  fentiment  is  elpoufed  by  the  late 
commander  in  chief.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  feveral 
ilates  will  unite  in  determining,  that  the  fociety  fhall 
difiblve  with  the  deaths  of  the  prefent  officers  and  hono- 
rary members,  and  that  it  fhall  not  be  perpetuated  by 
an  acceffion  of  new  and  younger  ones.  In  their  late 
conteft  with  Great  Britain  they  a6ted  upon  the  maxim— 
Ghfta  principiis.  They  mud  apply  it  afreili  for  their  fecu- 
rity  againfl  lordly  dominion. 

How  much  a  people,  and  governmental  powers,  arc 
prone  to  put  up  with  and  pradtife  internal  encroach-  ■ 
ments  upon  liberty,  when  they  have  fecured  themfelves 
from  fuch  as  are  foreign,  may  appear  from  the  following  'v 
•  fadls. 

In  1782,  captain  Gilbert  Denchwas  chofen  for  Hop-  • 
kinton,  and  fuftered  to  fit  as  member  in  the  MafTachu-'- 
fetts  houfe  of  reprefentatives,   though  he  had  a  dwelling 
in  and  lived  at  Bofton  for  a  full  year  before  the  choice. 
Edward  Pope  efqj  was  reprefentative  for  Dartmouth  and 
naval  officer  at  the  fame  time.     Both  were  under  an 
abfolute  difqualification  by  the  conflitution.     On  Tuef-  ] 
day  the  6th  of  May,  1783,  the  town  of  Bofton,  which 
could  not  comply  with  a  warden-a6t,  upon  the  plea  that  ' 
it  was  againft  the  conftitution,  chofe  James  Sullivan  efq; 
one  of  their  reprefentatives  in  diiedl  oppofition  to  the 
confticudon,   which  requires   that  every  reprefentative  ^ 
^  jhould 
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ihould  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  he  is  chofen  ^7^3* 
to  reprefent,  one  year  at  kaft  next  preceding  his  ele<5lion. 
When  the  propriety  of  his  eledion  was  inquired  into  by 
the  houfe,  a  majority  determined  in  favor  of  it;  upon 
the  flimfy  plea^  that  he  trania<5t:ed  bufinefs  in  Bofton 
though  he  ilept  at  Cambridge,  and  rem.oved  with  an 
intention  of  becoming  an  inharbitant,  in  time  to  have 
completed  that  inhabitancy  which  the  conftitution  re- 
quires ;  and  that  his  flopping  at  Cambridge  to  lecure 
the  health  of  one  of  his  family,  whofe  life  muft  have 
been  endangered  by  her  Ipending  the  fummer  in  Bofton, 
Was  occafioned  by  an  ad:  of  God.  The  lame  caufe 
which  fecured  his  eleclion,  ftcured  his  feat,  viz.  an 
avowed  and  violent  oppofition  to  every  moderate  mea- 
fure  in  favor  of  the  parties  who,  by  the  provifionai  arti- 
cles, were  to  be  the  objects  of  the  congrelTional  recom- 
mendation. 

*     By  a  paragraph  in  a  bill,  which  was  before  the  houfe 
'(during  this  their  fiid  feffion)  and  afterward  paiTed  into 
a  law,  cafes  were  fubmittcd  to  the  fole  judgment  of  two 
jutlices  of  peace,  that  ought  to  have  been  left  to  thi: 
determination  of   a  jury.     But  certain  ■  m-em^bers  pro- 
tefted  againft  it,  affigning  the  following  reafons  for  their, 
fo  doing — *^   I.  Becaufe  we  apprehend  other  provifion 
might  have  been  made,  confident  vvdth  the  conftitution, . 
and  at  the  fam^e  time  more  effe-flual  for  the  purpofe  of 
preventing  the  return  of  perfons  who  have  left  this  ftate 
and  joined  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  than  that 
provided    in    the    paragraph  aforefaid.     Such  conftitu- 
tionai  and  more  effedlual  provifion  was  moved  and  urged  - 
by  the  diflentients  and  others,  as  a  fubftituce  in  place  of  v 
the  faid  paragraph,  and  is  aa  follows,  viz.  '^provid ed  never- 

thelefs^ 
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17^3-  thelefs,  that  if  any  pcrfon  committed  as  aforefaid,  fhall, 
before  the  warrant  is  made  out  by  the  governor  to  fend 
him  out  of  the  Hate,  petition  the  governor,  he  fhall, 
Vvith  advice  of  council,  appoint  three  juftices  of  the 
county,  quorum  unuSy  where  fuch  perfon  flands  com.- 
jnitted,  to  iffue  their  precept  for  a  jury  to  be  drawn  out 
of  the  fuperior  court  box  and  fummoned  to  appear  at 
a  certain  time  and  place,  and  to  inquire  on  oath  v/he- 
ther  the  perfon  fo  committed  is  within  the  a6l  aforefiid ; 
and  if  the  jury  fhall  return  their  verdicl,  that  fuch  per- 
fon is  not  within  faid  acl,  tlien  he  fhall  be  difcharged 
and  not  be  tranfported :  but  fuch  perfon  fhall  not  be 
liberated  from  his  confinemjent  until  a  verdicl  is  fo  giverl 
in  his  favor.  And  in  every  fuch  cafe  the  juflices  fhall 
appoint  fome  meet  perfon  to  acl  as  council  on  behalf  of 
government,  at  the  expence  of  the  commonwealth* 
And  the  perfon  petitioning  for  fuch  trial  Hiall  pay  all  the 
coft  thereof  in  the  fame  manner  as  other  perfons  are 
obliged  to  do,  in  bringing  forward  a  fuit  at  law.— 
*^  2.  Becaufe  by  the  faid  paragraph,  that  eiicntial  right 
of  freemen,  a  trial  by  jury,  is  taken  av/ay,  and  every, 
fubjed"  of  this  commonwealth  expofed  to  be  deprived 
of  his  liberty,  property  and  rights  of  citizenfhip,  and 
to  the  infamous  puniJJoment  of  baniflimient,  by  the  fole 
judgment  of  two  juflices  of  the  peace. — ^^  3.  Becaufe  it 
is  a  flagrant  and  dire6l  violation  of  the  principles  and 
fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  the  letter  of  the  declara- 
tion of  rightS;  art.  xii.  v/hich  provides  that,  "  No  fub-  l| 
je6l  fhall  be  arrelled,  imprifoned,  defpoiled,  or  deprived 
of  his  property,  immunities  or  privileges,  put  out  of 
the  protection  of  the  law,  exiled  or  deprived  of  his  life, 
liberty  or  ellate,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or 

the 


tilt  law  of  the  land.  And  the  legiflature  fhall  not  make  ^7Ss« 
any  law^  that  fliall  fubjed  any  perfon  to  a  capital  or  in- 
famous punifliment,  excepting  for  the  government  of 
the  army  and  navy^,  without  trial  by  jury^^—  4.  Be- 
caufe  it  furnifnes  a  precedent  of  a  tendency,  moil  dan- 
gerous and  fatal  to  the  fecurity  of  the  liveS;,  liberties  and 
property  of  the  fubje^ls  of  this  commonwealth."  The 
proteft  was  fubfcribed  by  William  Phillips,  Nathaniel 
Appleton,  Caleb  Davis,  Tliomas  Dav/es,  all  of  the  Boilon 
board ;  by  Thomas  Clarke,  James  Swan,  Solomon 
.Loveli,  Ebenezer  Warren,  John  Choate,  Nathan  Dane, 
Bailey  Bartlett,  James  Bancroft,  John  Burke,  Sam.uel 
Loring,  Jam.es  Perry,  John  H,  Bartlet,  Peter  Pennim.an, 
Jacob  Ludwig,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  V/iliiam  King, 
Thompfon  J.  Skinner,  John  Bacon,  William  Bodman, 
Timothy  Childs,  and  Nathaniel  Wyman. 

When  the  recommendation  from  congrefs  of  lafti;^^^ 
January  tl:e  14th,  was  received,  vai-ious  methods  were 
pra6lifed  to  prevent  the  good  effects  of  it.-  It  was 
roundly  aflerted  by  fome  of  the  popular  leaders,  that 
Mr.  John  Adams  did  not  v/ifh  that  the  fame  Iliould  be 
regarded.  To  countera61:  fuch  reports,  Mr.  Adams's 
letter  of  September  the  loth  (page  350)  was  commu- 
nicated to  certain  gentlemen  of  the  fenare  and  houfe, 
who  copied  the  famic  themfelves,  the  more  fully  to  de- 
feat fuch  aflertions.  But  even  Mr.  J.  Adams's  exprefs 
declaration  in  favor  of  the  tories  could  not  influence  the 
general  court  to  the  exercife  of  a  becoming  moderation. 

As  to  Mr.  Marbois'  letter  (p.  ^33)  he  has  privately 
pronounced  it  to  be  official',  v/hich  he  afferts  exempts 
him  from  all  obligation  to  acknowledge  it:  this  accounts 

Vol.  ly.  D  d  ^  -  for 
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1784.  for  his  having  difowned  it  to  a  certain  gentleman  who 
has  made  a  confpicuous  figure  in  congrefs. 

The  peace  has  afforded  me  the  opportunity  of  gaining 
further  informadon  as  to  certain  particulars  relating  to 
the  war,  which  it  may  be  proper  to  mention. 

z;8i*  When  lieutenant  colonel  Tarleton  approached  Char- 
lotte-ville,  he  difpatched  a  troop  of  horfe  under  captain 
M'Leod,  three  miles  further  to  Mr.  Jefferfon's*  houfe, 
with  the  double  objed  of  ta|<:ing  him  and  the  two  fpeak- 
ers  of  the  fenate  and  delegates,  prifoners  x  and  of  re- 
maining there  in  vidette,  as  the  houfc  had  a  comm.and- 
ing  view  of  half  a  fcore  coundes  round  about.  Tarle- 
ton gave  flrid  orders  to  the  captain  to  fuffer  nothing  to 
be  injured.  The  troop  failed  in  their  defign  of  making 
prifoners :  notwithilanding  which,  M^Leod  preferved 
every  thing  with  facred  care  during  his  tarriance  there 
'^'  of  about  eighteen  hours.  Colonel  Tarleton  was  juft  as 
long  at  Charlotte-ville ;  when  he  v/as  hurried  from  thence 
by  the  news  of  the  rifing  of  the  militia,  and  by  a  fudden  fall 
of  rain  which  threatened  to  fwell  the  river,  and  intercept 
his  return.  In  general  he  did  little  injury  to  the  inha- 
bitants on  that  fhort  and  hafly  excurfion,  which  was 
about  60  miles  from  the  main  army,  then  in  Spotfylva- 
nia.  Lord  Cornwallis  afterward  proceeded  to  the  Point 
of  Fork,  and  encam.ped  his  army  from  thence  all  along 
the  main  James  river  to  a  feat  of  Mr,  Jefferfon's,  called 
Elkhill ;  and  made  it  his  head  quarters  for  the  ten  days 
of  his  remaining  in  that  pofition.  Mr.  Jefferfon  hap- 
pily had  timiC  to  remove  moft  of  his  effects  out  of  the 
houfe.  His  ftocks  of  cattle,  fneep  and  hogs,  together 
with  what  corn  was  wanted,  were  ufed  for  the  fufbenance 
*  Now  the  .\merican  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Vcrfallles. 
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of  the  army;  and  all  his  horreS;^  capable  of  fervice,  wereH^^* 
carried  off.  This  was  no  other  than  Mr.  Jeffcrfon  ex- 
pelled. But  the  throats  of  the  horfes  too  young  for 
fervice  were  cut ;  his  growing  crops  of  corn  and  tobacco 
were  burned,  toe-ether  v/ith  his  barns,  containing  the 
fame  articles  of  the  preceding  year^  and  all  the  fences  on 
the  plantation,  fo  as  to  leave  it  an  abfolute  wafle.  Thefe 
things  were  perpetrated  under  lord  Cornwallis*s  eye^  the 
fituation  of  the  houfe,  in  which  he  was^  commanding  a 
view  of  every  part  of  the  plantation.  The  reft  of  the 
neighbourhood  was  treated  in  fomewhat  the  fame  flile  i 
but  not  with  that  fpirit  of  total  extermination  which 
feemed  to  rage  over  Jefferfon's  pofTeirions.  Wherever 
the  army  under  his  lordfnip  went,  the  dwelling  houfes 
were  plundered  of  every  thing  which  could  be  carried 
off.  Hundreds  of  eye  witneffes  can  prove^  that  his 
lordfliip's  table  was  ferved  with  plate  thus  pillaged  from 
private  houfes  ;  though  his  lordllup's  charader  in  Great 
Britain  v^/ili  forbid  the  belief  of  his  fharing  in  the  plun- 
der. By  an  eftimiate  m.ade  at  the  time,  on  the  beil  in- 
formation that  could  be  collefted,  the  ftate  of  Virginia 
loft,  during  Cornwallis's  attempts  to  reduce  it,  303000 
flaves ;  about  27,000  of  Vv'hom  died  of  the  fmall-pox 
and  camp  fever:  the  reft  are  thought  to  have  been  partly 
lent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  pardy  to  New  York,  and 
from  thence,  before  the  evacuation,  to  Nova  Scotia  and 
elfewhere.  The  whole  devaftations  occafioned  by  the 
Britifh  army,  during  the  ftx  months  previous  to  their 
furrender  at  York  Town,  are  fuppofed  to  amount  to 
about  three  millions  fterling* 

"  The  lofs  of  m.en  fuftalnecl  by  the  town  01  Nev/ 
Haven,  out  of  the  continental  lins,  from  amoni^  the 

D  d  a  ,  militu. 
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1784.  militia,  feamen  and  other  inhabitants,  is  eftimated  af 
210.     New  Haven  is  about  a  twenty-fourth  part  of 
Connedlicuti  reckoning  therefore  the  fame  proportion 
of  lofs  to  the  whole  fliate,  the  number  loft  will  amount 
to  5,040.     Connecticut  is  efteemed  about  a  twelfth  part 
of  the  American  ftates ;  reckoning  the  fame  proportion 
of  lofs  therefore  to  the  whole,  the  total  amount  will  be 
60,480  j  but  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  and  the  fouthern 
ftates,  have,  doubtlefs,  fuffered  a  greater  lofs  in  propor^ 
tion  to  their  numbers  than  Connedicut.     It  is  therefore 
probable  that  the  whole  lofs  of  lives  is  not  lefs  than 
70,000  *."     Vaft  numbers  died    on  board   the  prifon 
fliips  at  New  York  :  not  lefs,  it  is  afferted,  than  1 1,000 
in  one  only,  the  Jejfey  j*.    Many  perifhed  in  confequence 
of  their  being  fo  crowded  together,  others  through  cruel 
ufage,  and  feveral  for  want  of  thofe  ex-ertions  which 
would  have  prevented  fatal  hcknefs  and  have  prom.oted 
health. 

The  Britifli  forces  are  charged  with  having  utterly 
deftroyed  more  than  fifteen  places  of  public  worfliip 
within  the  United  States,  during  the  courfe  of  the  war. 
Moil:  of  tl>efe  they  burnt,  and  others  they  levelled  with 
the  ground,  leaving  in  fome  places  not  a  veftige  of  their 
former  fituation.  A  number  of  others  they  nearly  de- 
ftroyed, by  converting  them  into  barracks,  jails,  hofpi- 
tals,  and  riding  fchools,-  In  New  York,  there  were 
nineteen  places  of  worJQiip  when  the  war  began  -,  and 
when  the  city  was  evacuated,  there  were  but  nine  fit  for 

*  The  Rev.  Benjamin  Trumboiys  Thankfgiving  Sermon  at  North- 
Ilaven,  Dec.  11,  1783. 

+  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles's  Eledion  Sermon  before  the  governor  and  general 
^iiTembl/  of  Conne(5Ucut,  Mav  g^-  i^^o*  p-  4J» 
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ufe.  Trinity  church  and  the  Old  Lutheran  were  indeed  ^^^^ 
deftroyed  by  the  fire.  But  whatever  the  Americans  may 
objedl  againil  the  Britiflij  on  account  of  the  lofs  of  lives 
and  property  which  they  have  fuftaincd,  tliey  have  abun-* 
dant  caufe  for  thankfulnefs  to  the  God  of  aiinies  for 
having  conducfted  them  through  the  conteft  into  a  ftate 
of  independence,  with  fufferings  fo  fhort  and  light  comx- 
paratively  confidered,  It  was  not  quite  eight  years  that 
they  were  engaged  in  it,  computing  from  the  firil  com- 
mencement of  hoftilities  to  the  ratifying  of  the  provi- 
fional  treaty.  This  is  alefs  time  than  that,  in  which  the 
ftates  of  Holland  (in  their  glorious  flruggle  with  Spain) 
dared  fo  much  as  to  claim  independence.  There  is 
fcarce,  if  an  inftance  in  hiftory,  of  fo  great  a  revolution 
being  effeded  in  fo  fhort  a  time^  and  with  fo  little  lofs 
of  lives  and  property  ^. 

From  v/hat  has  been  already  related,  you  will  colle6b 
for  yourfelf  the  characters  of  the  two  late  generals  of 
the  northern  and  fouthern  armies,  under  whofe  commands 
the  American  war  terminated.  You  may  wifh  however 
to  receive  fome  additional  information  concerning  them, 
A  few  ftridlures  mud  fuffice. 

His  excellency  George  Wafhington  is  defcended  from 
a  family  that  emigrated  to  Vii"ginia,  when  the  royalifts 
in  Enerland  were  expofcd  to  various  diftreilcs  previous 
to  the  refloration.  V  irginia  does  not  afford  thofe  advan- 
tages for  a  univerfal  education,  which  are  enjoyed  in 
Europe — a  quarter  of  the  w^orld  his  excellency  never 
vifited.  Strong  powers  and  clofe  application  compen- 
fated  in  feveral  refpc6ls  for  the  deficiencies  of  his  native 
country.     His  epifcolary  and  other  compofitions,  which 

*■  Dr.  Rodgers's  Sermon, 

D  d  3  appearecl 
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1784,  appeared  while  he  fuflalned  a  public  chara6ler^  will  be 
^  lading  credit  to  him.  He  v/as  happy  in  having  a  fuc- 
ceffion  of  able  fecretaries^  whom  he  undoubtedly  em- 
ployed in  drav/ing  up  many  of  his  official  papers,  after 
haying  didbated  the  matter  of  them  :  but  his  private 
correfcondencesj  and  others  which  from  time  and  cir- 
cum.ftances  m^a^  necefiarily  have  employed  his  own  pen, 
fnow  that  he  was  equal  to  any  of  thofe  publications, 
which  had  his  name  ailixed  to  them  by  his  authority. 
It  would  be  abfard  to  expe6tj  that  he  fnould  equal  in 
miUtary  fKili  the  firfr  European  generals,  when  he  has 
enjoyed  neither  their  opportunities  nor  experience  for 
perfcfting  himjelf :  but  it  may  be  juftly  afferted  con^ 
cerning  him^  that  he  was  the  beft  general  the  Amiericans 
could  have  had  to  command  them.  The  world  has 
been  mj*itaken  in  one  opinion  refpecting  his  excellency, 
whofe  natural  temper  poffeires  more  of  the  Marcellus 
■  and  lefs  of  the  Fahius  than  has  been  generally  imagined. 
The  event  juftified  his  difcernment  in  fixing  upon  the 
honorable  Nathaniel  Greene  to  command  the  fouthern 
grm.y,  when  the  refolye  of  congrefs  produced  a  vacancy: 
but  feveral  of  the  firfc  officers  in  his  ov/n,  thought  at  the 
time^  that  a  wrong  choice  had  been  m.ade. 

The  parents  of  the  honorable  Nathaniel  Greene  were 
quakers,  and  defcended  from  fom.e  of  the  firfl  fettlers 
in  the  Rhode  Ifland  government ;  under  which  the  o-e- 
fxcrai  was  born  in  or  about  1741.  The  father  was  an 
anc:hor-fiTiitb,  had  confiderable  iron  works,  carried  on 
a  large  ilroke  of  bufinefs,  and  was  concerned  in  fhippino-. 
The  fon  Nathaniel,  being  prompted  by  a  laudable  am^ 
bition  and  a  thirfb  after  knov/ledge  while  a  boy,  learneci 
the  Latin^  chiefiy  by  hi3  own  induflry,  and  with  very 

little 
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little  help.  He  procured  a  fmall  library,  and  improved  i7^4- 
his  mind  by  reading.  He  had  a  prevailing  taile  for 
military  hiftory  j  v,'-hich  he  indulged  by  borrowing  fuch 
publications^  when  it  did  not  fuit  him  to  purchaie.  He 
was  at  an  early  period  of  life^  chofen  a  member  of  the 
Rhode  liland  alTemblvi  and  dilcharged  his  truft  fo  as 
to  o-ive  the  hioheft  fatisfadion  to  his  conllituents. 
Though  educated  in  the  peaceable  principles  of  quaker- 
ifm,  yet  he  thought  himfelf  called^  by  the  peculiarity 
of  the  times^  to  take  an  a6live  part  in  the  defence  of 
American  liberty.  Upon  his  afluming  the  military 
character,  the  quakers  renounced  all  connedlion  witli 
him  as  a  member  of  their  particular  body,  by  reading 
him  out  of  the  meeting.  He  was  chofen  general,  to 
command  the  regiments  raifed  by  Rhode  Ifland,  for  the 
aiiiftance  of  the  Mallachufetts.  He  was  at  length  ho- 
nored with  the  confidence  of  p-eneral  Wafhington :  but 
his  influence  was  limited.  He  was  of  a  humane  difpo- 
fition  ;  but  refolutely  fevere  when  the  fame  was  neceflary. 
He  was  of  a  firm,  intrepid,  and  independent  mind.  He 
abhorred  the  cruelties  that  were  pra6tifed  by  the  parti- 
zans  of  each  fide,  and  ftrongly  inculcated  a  fpirit  of 
moderation.  To  a  prevailing  knowledge  of  this  difpo- 
fition,  he  afciibed  his  being  fpared  by  the  tories  in 
Carolina,  who,  he  thought,  could  have  fhot  him  repeat- 
edly, had  they  been  fo  minded.  The  fame  amiable 
temper  inBuenccd  htm  to  declare  againil  the  mieafure 
which  the  South  Carolina  iegiflature  adopted,  when  they 

paired  the  confifcating  a6t  at  Jackfonborough*, 

The 

*  la  O^ober,  178^,  the  honorable  Nathaniel  Greene  failed  from 
Rhode  Ifland  to  Georgia,  where  he  had  a  confiderable  eftate  not  far 
dilUnt  from  Savannah.     Here  he  paffed  away  lu5  time,  occupied  in 

D  d  4-  domeftic 


^OS  THE      HISTORY     OF     THE 

17^4-  The  prefent  letter  is  intended  for  the  lafl  upon  the 
affairs  of  the  United  States ;  and  fhall  clofe  with  fomo 
account  of  their  reipe6live  conflitutions. 

You  may  reccllccl,  that  in  the  courfe  of  our  corref- 
pondence,  no  account  of  New  Hampfliire  Hate's  having 
agreed  upon  a  conftitution^  has  been  forwarded.  The 
event  itfelf  did  not  take  place  till  the  31ft  of  laft  O6I0-. 
ber.  The  returns  from  the  feveral  towns  being  examined; 
and  it  appearing,  that  the  bill  of  rights  and  form  of 

domeftic  concerns3  as  the  private  citizen.  In  June^t  1 786,  while  walk- 
ing without  an  umbrella,  the  intenfe  rays  of  the  fun  upon  his  head 
overpowered  him,  and  brought  en  an  inflammation  of  the  brain,  which 
in  a  few  days  carried  him  off.  Thus  he  died  by  a  ftroke  of  the  fun— • 
probably  the  diforder  that  proved  fatal  to  the  fon  of  the  Shunamite. 
When  the  account  of  his  death  arrived  at  Savannah,  the  inhabitants 
were  ftruck  with  the  deepeft  forrow.  All  bufmefs  was  fufpended* 
The  ftiops  and  ftores  throughout  the  town  were  fhut  5  and  the  Ihips  in 
the  harbour  had  their  colours  half  mailed  on  the  mournful  occafion. 
The  body  was  brought  to  Savannah,  and  interred  on  the  20th.  In 
Auguft,  the  United  States  in  congrefs  aflembled  came  to  the  following 
refolution,  **  That  a  monuinent  be  ereded  to  the  memory  of  Nathaniel 
Greene  efq;  at  the  feat  of  the  fgederctl  go^  ernment,  with  the  fcllowino* 
Infcription  i 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

NATHANIEL    GREENE,    Efcjj 

who  departed  this  life,  on 

the  nineteenth  of  June,  m  dcc  lxxxvi  ^ 

late  MAJOR-GENERAL 

in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States^ 

and 

Commander  of  their  Army 

in  the  Southern  Department;; 

The  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled, 

in  honour  of  his 

Patriotifm,  Valour,  and  Ability, 

have  ereded  this  Monument.'* 

'S'  gover(i-» 
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government  laid  before  the  people  were  approved  of  by  ^7^4% 
them,  the  fame  were  on  that  day  eftabiiilied  by  the  dele- 
gates of  the  people,  and  declared  to  be  the  civil  con- 
flitution  for  the  ilate  of  Ne\Y  Hampfnire,  to  take  place 
the  firft  Wednefday  of  next  June ;  and  in  the  mean 
tim.e,  the  general  court  under  the  prefent  government 
is  to  make  all  the  neceffary  arrangements  for  introducing 
the  faid  conftitution,  at  the  time  and  in  the  m.anne;* 
therein  defcribed. 

Nezv  Hampjhire  reckons  the  rights  of  confcience  among 
the  unalienable  natural  rights  of  mankind;  and  with  her 
neighbouring  fifter  ilate,  the  MaJTachuJetts^  declares  that 
"  no  fubject  lliall  be  hurt,  miolefted,  or  rellrained,  in  his 
perfon,  liberty,  or  eftate,  for  worfnipping  God,  in  the 
manner  and  feafon  mod  agreeable  to  his  own  confci- 
ence; or  for  his  religious  profeflioa  or  fentiments— 
provided  he  doth  not  difturb  the  public  peace,  or  obftruct 
others  in  their  religious  worfliip.'*  Both  empower  the 
legiOature  to  authorize  the  feveral  towns,  parifhesj  bodies- 
politic,  or  religious  focieties,  to  make  fuitable  provilion 
at  their  own  expence,  for  the  fupport  and  maintenance 
of  public  Proteftant  teachers  of  piety,  religion  and  mora- 
lity, in  all  cafes  where  fach  provifion  ihall  not  be  made 
voluntarily.  But  the  towns,  &c.  are,  at  all  tim.es,  to 
have  the  exclufive  right  of  choofmg  their  own  public 
teachers,  and  of  contrafting  with  diem  for  their  fupport 
and  maintenance.  Inftead  of  adding,  "  And  all  per- 
fons,  whatfoever  opinions  concerning  religion  they  may 
profefs;-'  their  words  are — ^^  And  every  denQmination  of 
Chriftiayis  demeaning  themfelves  peaceably,  and  as  good 
fubjedts  of  the  comnionwealth,  ihall  be  equally  under 
the  protedion  of  the  law ;  and  no  fubordiuatron  of  one 

fecb 
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r7?4'lecc  or  denomination  to  another,  fnall  ever  be  eftablifhed 
by  law."  The  prefident,  council^  fenate,  and  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  of  New  Uampjhirej  are  to  be  of  the  Pro. 
teltant  religion.  The  governor,  lieutenant  governor, 
counfellor,  fenator  and  reprefentative  of  the  MaJfachuJcttSy 
are  to  declare  their  belief  in  the  Chriftian  religion. 

The  foundation  principle  on  which  Rhode  IJland  and 
Tr evidence  Plantations  united,  has  been  early  mentioned 
(Vol,  I.  p.  37.)  A  finnilar  fentinnent  was  introduced 
into  the  charter  of  the  15th  of  Charles  II.  by  which  it 
is  provided,  "  That  no  perfon  within  the  faid  colony, 
at  any  time  hereafter,  ihall  be  any  wife  rr.olefled, 
punilhed,  difquieted,  or  called  in  queftion,  for  any  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  who  does  not 
actually  difturb  the  civil  peace  of  the  faid  colony."  The 
flate  of  Rhode  I  Hand  has  continued  its  government  fince 
ceaiing  to  be  a  colony,  according  to  the  general  defign 
of  the  charter.  The  conflitution  admits  not  of  religious 
eftablifhments,  any  further  than  the  fam.e  depend  upon 
the  voluntary  choice  of  individuals  3  and  no  particular 
feet  can  claim  pre-eminence. 

Connecticut  has  changed  its  formjcr  mode  of  govern- 
ment, only  fo  far  as  to  accommodate  it  to  the  feparation 
which  has  taken  place  between  that  and  the  parent  ilate. 
Religious  liberty  is  nearly,  if  not  exactly,  upon  the  fame 
footing  there  as  in  the  Maffachufetts. 

The  New  York  conflitution,  "  to  guard  againfh  that 
fpirituai  opprefllon  and  intolerance,  v/herewith  the  bigotry 
and  ambition  of  weak  and  wicked  priefts  and  princes, 
have  fcourged  mankind,"  ordains,  determjines,  and  de- 
clares, *^  that  the  free  exercife  and  enjoyment  of  religi- 
ous profefTion  and  worihip,  without  difcrimination  or 

preference. 
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preference,  ihall  forever  hereafter  be  allowed  vvithin  the  ^ 7^4' 
laid  Hate  to  all  mankind.     Provided,  tb?.t  the  liberty  of 
confcience  hereby  granted,  fhall  not  be  fo  conftrued,  as 
to  excufe   a6ts  of  licentioufnefs,  or  juftify  pra(ftices  in- 
confiftent  with  the  peace  or  fafety  of  the  Itate." 

The  ftate  of  New  Jerfey  efLablifhed,  ''  That  no  per- 
fon  fhall  ever,  within  the  fame,  be  deprived  of  the  in- 
eiliinable  privilege  of  worfhipping  Almighty  God  in  a 
manner  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  confcience ; 
nor^  under  any  pretence  whatever,  be  compelled  to  attend 
any  place  of  worfhip,  contrary  to  his  own  faith  and  judg- 
ment i  nor  fhall  any  perfon  ever  be  obliged  to  pay  tithes, 
taxes,  or  any  other  rates,  for  the  purpofe  of  building  or 
repairing  any  other  church  or  churches,  place  or  places 
of  v/orfiiip,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  any  mdnifter  or 
minilLry,  contrary  to  what  he  believes  to  be  right,  or 
has  deliberately  or  voluntarily  engaged  himfelf  to  per- 
form : — That  there  fiiali  be  no  efiabliihrnent  of  any  one 
religious  fe61:  in  preference  to  another  -,  and  that  no  Pro- 
tefcant  inhabitant  Ihall  be  denied  the  enjoyment  of  any 
civil  right,  merely  on  account  of  his  religious  principles; 
but  that  all  perfons  profeffing  a  belief  in  the  faith  of  any 
Froteftant  fed*,  vv^ho  fhall  demean  themfelves  peace- 
ably under  the  government  as  hereby  cfiablifhed,  fhall 
be  capable  of  being  eleded  into  any  office  of  profit  or 
trull,  or  of  being  a  m.ember  of  either  branch  of  the 
legiQature,  and  fliall  fully  and  freely  enjoy  every  privi- 
lege and  immiunity  enjoyed  by  others  their  fellow  fub- 
jeds."     The  17th  article  declares,  "  That  the  eftates 

*  **  This  is  a  more  enlarged  toleration  than  European  policy  has  yet, 
in  almoft  any  inftance,  admitted  :  but  perfe<ft  confiilency  would  not 
confine  it  to  ProtcRants,  or  to  aiiy  fyllem  of  religion." 

of 
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i7S4'0f  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  deftroy  their  own  lives^  fhalj 
not,  for  that  offence,  be  forfeited ;  but  fhall  defcend  in 
the  fame  manner  as  they  would  have  done,  had  fuch 
perfons  died  in  the  natural  way;  nor  fliall  any  article 
which  may  occafion  accidentally  the  death  of  any  one, 
be  henceforth  deemed  a  deodand,  or  in  any  wife  for- 
feited on  account  of  fuch  misfortune."  A  fimilar  article 
was  afterward  introduced  into  the  New  Hamplhire  con-- 
flitution. 

The  2d  article  of  the  Pennfylvmiia  declaration  of 
rights  afTerts-— ^^  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  un- 
alienable right  to  worfliip  Almighty  God:,  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  own  confciences  and  underftanding : 
and  that  no  man  ought,  or,  of  right,  can  be  compelled 
to  attend  any  religious  worfhip  ;  or  ere6t  or  fupport  any 
place  of  worfnip ;  or  maintain  any  miniftry  contrary  to, 
or  againfl  his  own  free  will  and  confent :  nor  can  any 
man  who  acknowledges  the  being  of  a  God^  be  juftly 
deprived  or  abridged  of  any  civil  right  as  a  citizen,  on 
account  of  his  religious  fentiments  *,  or  peculiar  mode 
of  religious  worfnip ;  and  that  no  authority  can,  or 
ought  to  be  veiled  in,  or  afTumed  by,  any  power  what- 
ever, that  fhall,  in  any  cafe  interfere  with,  or  in  any  man- 
ner control  the  right  of  confcience,  in  the  free  exercife 
of  religious  worfhip/''  The  15th  article  declares;^ 
*'  That  all  men  have   a  natural  inherent  right  to  emi- 

f  This  however  did  not  prevent  a  grofs  inconfiftency  in  The  Frame 
ef  Go'vernmeizty  u  hkh,  by  the  i  oth  feclion,  requires,  that  in  order  fof 
admiflion  into  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  each  member  fnould  fub- 
fcribe,  befide  a  declaration  of  his  faith  in  one  God,  his  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  Nev/  Tellament  as  of  divide 
infpiration, 

grate 
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grate  from  one  fbate  to  another  that  will  receive  them,  ^iHi- 
or  to  form  a  new  ftate  in  vacant  countries,  or  in  fuch 
countries  as  they  can  purchafe,  whenever  they  think  that 
thereby  they  may  promote  their  own  happinefs. 

The  2d  article  of  the  Delaware  declaration  is  fubilan- 
tially  the  fame  with  that  of  Pennfylvania.  The  3d  fays, 
"  That  all  perfons  profefling  the  Chriftian  religion, 
cMgbt  for  ever  to  enjoy  equal  rights  and  'privileges  in  the 
ftate*;  unlefs  under  colour  of  religion,  any  man  dillurb 
the  peace,  the  happinefs,  or  fafety  of  fociety,"  By  the 
a9th  fedion  in  the  fyftem  of  government,  it  is  fixed — 
*^  That  there  iliall  be  no  eftablifnment  of  any  one  reli- 
gious fedl  in  the  ftate  in  preference  to  another." 

The  Maryland  declaration  is  remarkably  full,  parti- 
cular, and  pointed  as  to  the  objects  of  conftitutional 
right  and  fecur'ity.  The  33d  article  relates  to  rehgiou3 
liberty,  and  exprefles,  "  That  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
man  to  worftiip  God  in  fuch  manner  as  he  thinks  moft 
acceptable  to  him,  all  perfons  profefTing  the  Chriftian 
rehgion  are  equally  entitled  to  protedion  in  their  religi- 
ous liberty :  wherefore  no  perfon  ought,  by  any  law,  to 
be  molefted  in  his  perfon  or  eftate,  on  account  of  his 
religious  perfuafion  or  profeflion,  or  for  his  religious  prac- 
tice j  unlefs,  under  colour  of  religion,  any  man  ftiall 
difturb  the  good  order,  peace,  or  fafety  of  the  ftate,  or 
fhall  infringe  f  the  laws  of  morality ^  or  injure  others  in 

*  The  Syftem.  of  Government  requires,  notwithftnnding,  that  every 
perfon,  chofen  a  member  of  either  houfe,  or  appointed  to  any  ofEce 
or  place  of  truft,  (hould  formally  declare  his  faith  in  the  Trhtitariajt 
doftrine,  and  in  the  divine  infpiraticn  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament, 

+  **  This  claufe  is  certainly  vague,  and  open  to  opprefUve  con- 
ftrudion  ;  all  that  can  come  under  the  legal  puniihment  to  be  infliifted 
by  a  {late,  is  exprefled  in  the  preceding  ajid  fubfequent  claufcs." 

their 
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i']H*  their  natural,  civil,  or  religious  rights :  nor  onght  any 
perfon  to  be  compelled  to  frequent,  or  maintain,  or  con- 
tribute (unlefs  on  contract)  to  maintain  any  particular 
place  of  worfhip,  or  any  particular  miiniftry  :  yet  the 
legiflature  may,  in  their  difcretion,  lay  a  general  and 
equal  tax,  for  the  fupport  of  the  Chriftian  religion ; 
leaving  to  each  individual  the  power  of  appointing  the 
payment  of  the  mioney  collected  from,  him,  over  to  the 
fupport  of  any  particular  place  of  worfhip,  or  miinifter, 
or  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  his  own  denomination, 
or  the  poor  in  general  of  any  particular  county.  But 
the  churches,  chapels,  glebes,  and  all  other  property  now 
belonging  to  the  church  of  England,  ought  to  remain 
to  the  church  of  England  forever.''  A  preceding  arti- 
cle declared,  "  That  there  ought  to  be  no  forfeiture 
of  any  part  of  the  eflate  of  any  perfon  for  any  crime, 
except  mjurder,  or  treafon  againft  the  ftate,  and  then 
only  on  convidion  and  attainder.  In  the  55th  fedion 
of  the  form  of  government,  it  is  exprefsly  appointed, 
that  every  perfon  before  entering  on  any  office  of  truil  or 
profit,  fliall  fubfcribe  a  declaration  of  his  behef  in  the 
Chriftian  religion. 

Virginia  hath  not  introduced  its  form  of  governmiCnt 
with  any  declaration  of  general  principles :  nor  made 
mention  of  any  either  toleration  or  tell.  The  executive 
power  is  divided  betvveen  the  governor,  the  council  of 
Hate,  and  the  county  courts,  or  venerable  coUedions  of 
juitices  of  peace.  The  delegates  and  fenate  may  be  of 
this  rank.  The  governor's  Ihare  of  the  executive  is 
trifling.  The  county  courts  or  juflices  of  the  peacej 
befide  the  authority  of  recommiending  to  the  governor 
candidates  on  vacancies  in  their  own  body,  ofiicers  for 
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the  militia,  and  nominating  the  HierifFs  and  coroners,  1784, 
are  to  appoint  the  clerks  of  the  feveral  coimty  courts  in 
the  commonwealth.  For  thefe  reafons  the  conllitution 
is  charged  with  involving  in  it  a  fyftem  for  perpetuating 
an  ariftocracy.  It  is  thought,  however,  to  be  alterable 
at  pleafure  by  fubfequent  legiflatures,  in  as  miiich  as  the 
dedors  of  the  delegates  and  reprefentatives,  who  formed 
the  convention  in  1776,  had  no  idea  of  independence 
knd  a  permanent  republic,  and  could  not  mean  to  veil 
in  the  convention  any  authorities  other  than  thofc  of  the 
ordinary  legidature. 

North  Carolina  in  the  declaration  of  rights  maintains, 
"  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  unalienable  right  to 
worfhip  Ahnighty  God^  according  to  the  dicliates  of  their 
own  confcience ;  and  vet  eftabliihes  it  as  an  article  in 
the  form  of  government,  "  That  no  perfon  who  iliall 
deny  the  being  of  a  Gcdy  or  the  truth  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  or  the  divine  authority  of  the  Old  or  New 
Teftament,  fhail  be  capable  of  holding  any  office,  or 
place  of  trufl  or  profit  in  the  civil  departm.ent  of  the 
date." 

By  the  South  Carolina  conflitution,  among  the  qualifi- 
cations of  eledors  for  members  of  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives or  fenate,  is  that  of  ^^  acknowledging  the 
being  of  a  Gcd^,  and  belief  in  a  future  flate  of  rewards 
and  punifliments."  It  alfo  prefcribes,  "  That  no  per- 
'  fon  (hall  be  eligible  to  ^\X.  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
uniels  he  be  of  the  Proteflant  religion :"  and  that  the 
]  governor,  the  lieutenant  governor,  privy  council  and 
fenate,  fhall  be  of  the  fame  religion.  The  38th  article 
provides,  '''  That  all  perfons  and  religious  focietles,  who 
acknowledge  that  there  is  one  God^  and  a  future  ftate  of 
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ilH*  rewards  and punilliinents,  and  that  God  is  publicly  to  t^ 
worfliipped,  lliall  be  freely  tolerated."  It  then  proceeds, 
*^  The  Chriftian  Proteilant  religion  lliall  be  deemed, 
and  is  hereby  confcituted  and  declared  to  be,  the  efta- 
blijfhed  relio;ion  of  the  Hate ;  and  all  denominations  of 
Chriftian  Proteftants,  demeaning  themfelves  peaceably 
and  faithfully,  fnall  enjoy  equal  religious  and  civil  pri- 
vileges." 

The  conflitution  of  Georgia  declares,  ^^  That  all  per- 
fons  whatever  fnall  have  the  {]:tt  exercife  of  their  reli- 
gion, provided  it  be  not  repugnant  to  the  peace  and 
fafety  of  the  ftate;  and  fnall  not,  unlefs  by  confent, 
fupport  any  teacher  or  teachers,  except  thofe  of  their 
own  profeirion :"  but  it  requires  that  the  reprefentatives, 
who  are  the  legiflature  of  the  ftate,  and  who  elect  out 
of  their  own  body  the  governor  and  executive  council^ 
fhould  be  of  the  Proteftant  relio;ion. 

Some  of  the  conftitutlons  declare,  "  That  no  clergy- 
man,  or  preacher  of  the  gofpel  of  any  denomination, 
fliall  be  capable  of  holding  any  civil  office  within  the 
Hate."  Such  clergymen  as  are  paid  by,  and  fo  are  the 
fervants  of  the  ftatc,  m.ay  be  juftly  excluded :  but  if 
they  only  enjoy  the  common  protedion  of  the  flate,  it 
ought  to  have  been  left  to  their  fellow  citizens  whether 
to  eled  them  into  places,  and  to  themfelves  whether  to 
accept ;  which  neither  the  prudence  of  the  one,  nor  the 
facred  duties  of  the  other,  will  permit,  unlefs  upon  fomc 
Very  extraordinary  occafion. 

The  conftitutlons  are  fo  formed,  that  the  inhabitants 
in  common  have  a  right  to  vote  for  reprefentatives, 
though  not  to  vote  for  feveral  in  different  towns  and 
places.     In  a  few  ftates  every  freeman  of  the  full  ase 
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of  21  years^  having  refided  in  the  ftate  for  the  fpace  of  1784. 
one  whole  year  before  the  day  of  eleftion^  and  paid 
public  taxes  during  that  timCj  enjoys  the  right  of  an 
elector.  In  mofl,  he  muft  be  worth  thirty  or  forty-five 
pounds  fterling.  Certain  fiates  have  provided  for  the 
eilablifhing  and  perpetuating  of  an  equal  reprefentation^ 
in  proportion  to  the  numbers  of  freenaen  inhabiting  the 
counties,  cities,  towns  and  diflrids. 


Vol,  IV,  E  e  TU 
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The  following  Extracts  from  an  AS:  for  eftablifhing 
Religious  Freedom^  pafTed  in  the  AlTembly  of  Virginia 
in  the  beginning  of  1786,  is  added,  in  expedation  of 
gratifying  the  curiofity,  if  not  the  tafte,  of  moft 
readers. 

"  WELL  aware,  that  Alnnighty  God  hath  created 
the  mind  free :  that  all  attempts  to  influence  it  by  tem- 
poral punilliments  or  burthens,  or  by  civil  incapacita«i. 
tions,  tend  only  to  beget  habits  of  hypocrify,  and  are  4 
departure  from  the  plan  of  the  Holy  Author  of  our  re^ 
ligion,  wlio  being  Lord  of  body  and  mind,  yet  chofe 
not  to  propagate  it  by  coercions  on  either  s— That  the  im- 
pious piefumption  of  legiflators  and  rulers,  civil  as  well 
as  ecclefiaftical  (who,  being  themfelves  but  fallible  ancj 
tininfpired  men,  have  affumed  dominion  over  the  faith 
of  others,  fetting  up  their  own  opinions  and  modes  of 
thinking:  as  alone  true  and  infallible,  and  as  fuch  endea- 
vouring  to  impofe  them  on  others)  hath  eftablifhed  and 
maintained  falfe  religions  over  the  greateft  part  of  the 
world,  and  through  all  times  \ — That,  to  compel  a  man 
to  furnifh  contributions  of  money  for  the  propagation  of 
opinions  v/hich  he  difbelieves,  is  finful  and  tyrannical  i— 
That  even  the  forcing  a  man  to  fupport  this  or  that 
teacher  of  his  ov/n  religious  periuafion,  is  depriving  him 
of  the  comfortable  liberty  of  giving  his  contributions  to 
the  particular  paftor,  v;hofe  morals  he  vv^ould  make  his 
pattern,  and  whofe  powers  lie  feels  moft  perfuafive  to 
rio-hteoufnefs  i  and  is  withdrawing  from  the  miniftry, 
thofe  temporal  rewards,  which,  proceeding  from  an  ap- 
probation of  their  perlbnal  conduct^  are  an  additional 
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incitement  to  earned  and  unremitted  labors  for  the  in- 
{Iruclion  of  mankind  5— That  our  civil  rights  have  no  de- 
pendence on  our  religious  opinions,  any  more  than  on  our 
opinions  in  phyfic  or  geometry ; — That,  therefore,  the 
profcribing  any  citizen  as  unworthy  the  public  confi- 
dence, by  laying  upon  him  an  incapacity  of  being  called 
to  offices  of  trufl  and  emolument,  unlefs  he  profefs  or 
renounces  this  or  that  religious  opinion,  is  depriving  him 
injurioufly  of  thofe  privileges  and  advantages  to  which  in 
com^mon  with  his  fellow-citizens  he  has  a  natural  rights 
and  tends  alfo  to  corrupt  the  principles  of  that  very  re- 
ligion it  is  meant  to  encourage,  by  bribing  with  a  mono- 
poly of  v^orldly  honors  and  emoluments,  thofe  who  will 
externally  conform  to  it; — That  though  indeed  thofe  are 
criminal  v/ho  do  not  withftand  fuch  temptations,  yet 
neither  are  thofe  innocent  who  lay  themi  in  their  way  j— 
That  to  fuffer  the  civil  magiilrate  to  intrude  his  powers 
into  the  field  of  opinion,  and  to  reftrain  the  profefilon 
or  propagation  of  principles  on  Juppofition  of  their  ill  ten- 
dency:,  is  a  dangerous  fallacy  ^  w'hich,  at  once  deftroys  all 
religious  liberty ;  becaufe  he,  being  of  courfe  judge  of 
that  tendency,  will  make  his  opinions  the  rule  of  judg- 
ment, and  will  approve  or  condemn  the  fentiments  of 
others,  only  as  they  ihall  agree  v/ith,  or  differ  from  his 
own ; — That  it  is  time  enough  for  the  rightful  purpofes 
of  civil  government,  for  its  officers  to  interpofe  when 
principles  break  out  in  overt  acls  againil  peace  and  good 
order : — And  finally,  that  truth  is  great,  and  v/ill  pre- 
vail if  left  to  herfelf ;  that  p^e  is  the  proper  and  Jufficient 
^niagoniji  to  erroVy  and  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
tiie  conflict,  unlefs  by-human  interpofition,  difarm.ed  of 
lier   natural  v/eapons,  free  argument^  and  demte^^^rroxz 
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ceafing  to  be  dangerous,  when  it  is  permitted  freely  to 
con  trad  i  61  them. 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Aflembly> 
that  no  man  fliall  be  com.pelled  to  fupport  any  religious 
worfhip,  place,  or  miniflry  v/hatfoever;  nor  fhail  be 
forced,  reftrained,  molefced  or  burthened  in  his  body  or 
goods,  nor  Hiall  otherwife  fuffer,  on  account  of  his  reli- 
gious opinions  or  belief:  but  that  all  men  fliall  be  free 
to  profefs,  and  by  argument  to  maintain,  their  opinions 
in  matters  of  religion:  and  that  the  fame  fiall  in  no  wife 
di/ninijh,  erdarge^  cr  affe^  their  civil  cai^a cities, 

"  And  though  we  well  know  that  this  Afiembly, 
elected  by  the  people  for  the  ordinary  purpofes  of  legif- 
lation  only,  have  no  power  to  refbrain  the  a6ls  of  fuc- 
ceeding  Afiemblles,  conflitULed  with  powers  equal  to  our 
own ;  and  that,  therefore,  to  declare  this  a6i:  irrevocable^ 
would  be  of  no  effedl:  in  lav/  3  yet  we  are  free  to  declare, 
and  do  declare,  that  the  rights  hereby  qfferted^  are  of  the 
natural  rights  cf  mankind ;  and  that  if  any  a6t  fliall  be 
hereafter  pafTed  to  repeal  the  prefent,  or  to  narrow  its 
operation,  fuch  adl  will  be  an  infringement  of  natural 
ri^htr 
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The  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  finding  that 
the  Articles  of  the  Confederation  would  not  enable 
them  to  furmount  thofe  National  Embarraflhients  with 
■which  they  were  attended,  at  length  recomnnended  to 
the  feveral  Governments  the  appointing  of  Delegates 
to  form  a  Special  Convention  at  Philadelphia*     Moft 
•of  them  complied^  and  ele6^ed  Gentlemen  of  diflin- 
guifhed  Charader  to  reprefenr  them.     When    the 
Delegates  met  in  June  1787,  Doftor  Franklin  pro- 
pofed  his  Excellency  George  Wafhington  for  Prefi- 
dentj  and  he  was  unanimouHy  chofen.     After  feveral 
Months   clofe  and  free  Deliberation,    the  following 
Publications  made  their  Appearance,  excepting  the 
Parts  included  within  the  Crotcliets. 


[FRAME   OF   GOVERNMENT.! 

WE  the  People  of  the  UNITED  STATES,  In 
order  to  form  a  m.ore  perfed  union^  eftablifh 
juflice,  infure  domeftic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  promote  the  general  welfare^  and  fecurc 
the  bleffings  of  liberty  to  ourfelves  and  our  poflerity,  do 
ordain  and  eftablifh  this  Conftitution  for  the  United  States 
^/AMERICA. 
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[Legi/lathe  Power^l 

A  R  T  1  C  L  E     1, 

[The  House  of  RepreseMtatives.] 

SECTION     I. 

A  LL  Legifiative  Powers  herein  granted  lliallbe  veiled 
^  in  a  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  which  fhall 
confift  of  a  Senate  and  Houfe  of  R'eprefentativSs. 

SECTION     It. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fhall  be  compofed  of 
members  chofen  every  fecond  year  by  the  people  of  che 
feveral  States^  and  the  eled^ors  in  each  State  Ihall  have 
the  qualifications  requifite  for  eledors  of  the  molt  nume- 
rous branch  of  the  State  Legiflature. 

No  perfon  fhall  be  a  Reprefentative  who  fhall  not  have 
attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  {even 
years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  fhall  not, 
when  eledledi  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  State  in  which  he 
ihall  be  chofen. 

Reprefentatives  and  direct  taxes  fhall  be  sipportianed 
among  the  feveral  States  which  may  be  included  within 
this  Union^  according  to  their  refpe6live  numbers^  which 
fhall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of 
free  perfons^  including  thofe  bound  to  fervice  for  a  term 
of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  tajced^  three-fifths 
of  all  other  perfons;  The  adual  enumeration  ihall  be 
made  within  three  years  after  the  firft  meeting  of  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  and  within  every  fubfe- 
quent  term  of  ten  years^  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fhall 
by  law  diredti  The  number  of  Reprefentatives  ihall 
iiot  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  thoufand,  hut  each  State 
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fhall  have  at  leafl:  one  Reprefentative ;  and  until  fuch 
enunneration  fhall  be  made,  the  State  of  New-Hampihire 
Ihall  be  entitled  to  choofe  three,  MafTachufetts  eight, 
Rhode-IHand  and  Providence  Plantations  one,  Connec- 
ticut five.  New- York  fix,  New-Jerfey  four,  Pennfyl- 
vania  eight,  Delaware  one,  Maryland  fix,  Virginia  ten, 
TsTorth-Carolina  five,  South-Carolina  five,  and  Georgia 

•  three. 

When  vacancies  happen  in  the  reprefentation  from  any 
State,  the  Executive  authority  thereof  fhall  ifTue  writs  of 

''ele61:ion  to  fill  fuch  vacancies. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  choofe  their  Speaker 
and  other  ofHcers  i  and  fhall  have  the  fole  power  of  im- 

•peachment. 


[S     E     N    A     T    E.] 

SECTION     III. 

nPHE  Senate  of  the  United  States,  fliall  be  compofed 
of  two  Senators  from  each  State,  chofen  by  the 
Legifiature  thereof,  for  fix  years  -,  and  each  Senator  fliall 
-have  one  vote. 

Immediately  after  they  fhall  be  alTembled  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  firfl  ele6tion,  they  fhall  be  divided  as 
equally  as  may  be  into  three  clailes.  The  feats  of  the 
Senators  of  the  firfl  clafs  fhall  be  vacated  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  fecond  year,  of  the  fecond  clafs  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  fourth  year,  and  of  the  third  clafs  at  the 
expiration  of  the  fixth  year,  fo  that  one  third  may  be 
chofen  every  fecond  year ;  and  if  vacancies  happen  by 
refignation,  or  otherwife,  during  the  recefs  of  the  Legif- 
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lature  of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof  ma,y  rn^I^e 
temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of  the 
'  Legiflature,  which  fhall  then  fill  fuch  vacancies. 

No  perfbn  fnall  be  a  Senator  who  fhall  not  have  at- 
tained to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine  years  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  Pnail  not,  when 
ele6led,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  State  for  which  he  fhall 
be  chofen. 

The  Vice-Prefident  of  the  United  States  fhall  be  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Senate,  but  fhall  have  no  vote,  unlefs  they 
be  equally  divided. 

The  Senate  (liall  choofe  their  other  officers,  and  alfo  j^ 
Prefident  pro  tempore,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Vice-Pre- 
fident,  or  when  he  fhall  exercife  the  office  of  Prefident 
of  the  United  States, 

The  Senate  fhall  have  the  fole  power  to  try  all  im- 
peachments. When  fitting  for  that  purpofe,  they  fhall 
be  on  oath  or  affirmation.  When  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  is  tried,  the  Chief  Juilice  fhall  prefide: 
And  no  perfon  fhall  be  convi6ted  without  the  concurrence 
of  two-thirds  of  the  Members  prefent. 

Judgment  in  cafes  of  impeachment  fiiall  not  extend 
further  than  to  removal  from  ofiice,  and  difqualificatioii 
to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  truil,  or  profit 
under  the  United  States ;  but  the  party  convi6ted  fhal| 
neverthelefs  be  liable  and  fubjedl  to  indi6lment,  trial, 
judgment  and  punifninent,  according  to  law,  ■ 

SECTION     IV. 

The  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  eleflions  foF 
Senators  and  Reprefentatives,  fhall  be  prefcribed  in  ea.cl> 
State  by  the  Legiflature  thereof]  but  the  Congrefs  may 
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at  any  time  by  law  make  or  alter  fuch  regulations^  e:^^ 
cept  as  to  the  places  of  choofing  Senators. 


l^e  GENERAL   CONGRESS.] 

T^HE  Congrefs  fliall  aflemble  at  lead  once  in  every 
year>  and  fuch  meeting  fhall  be  on  the  firfl  Monday 
in  December i  unlefs  they  fhall  by  law  appoint  a  different 
day. 

SECTION     V* 

Each  Houfe  fliall  be  the  judge  of  the  ele6lions,  returns 
and  qualifications  of  its  own  Members,  and  a  majority 
of  each  Ihall  conftitute  a  quorum  to  do  bufmefs  j  but  a 
fmaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may 
be  authorized  to  compel  the  attendance  of  abfent  Mem- 
bers, in  fuch  manner,  and  under  fuch  penalties,  as  each 
Houfe  may  provide* 

Each  Houfe  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceed- 
ings, punifli  its  Members  for  diforderly  behaviour,  andj 
with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  Member. 

Each  Houfe  jQiall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings, 
and  from  time  to  time  publifh  the  fame^  excepting  fuch 
parts  as  may  in  their  judgment  require  fecrecy ;  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  of  the  Members  of  either  Houfe,  on  any 
queflion  fliall,  at  the  defire  of  one-fifth  of  thofe  prefentj 
be  entered  on  the  journal* 

Neither  Houfe,  during  the  fefiion  of  Congrefs,  fliall^ 
without  the  confent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than 
three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that,  in  which 
the  two  Houfes  fliall  be  fitting* 

i  SECTIOJf 
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SECTION    vr. 

The  Senators  and  Reprefentatives  ihall  receive  a  com- 
penfation  for  their  fervices,  to  be  afcertained  by  law,  and 
paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  the  United  States.  They 
ihall  in  all  cafes,  except  treafon,  felony,  and  breach  of 
the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arreft  during  their  atten- 
dance at  the  felTion  of  their  refpedive  Houfes,  and  in 
going  to  and  returning  from  the  fame ;  and  for  any 
fpeech  or  debate  in  either  Houfe,  they  fhall  not  be 
queftioned  in  any  other  place. 

No  Senator  or  Reprefentatlve  Ihall,  during  the  time 
for  which  he  was  ele6led,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  ofHce 
"under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which  fhall 
have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  whereof  fhali 
have  been  increafed  during  fuch  time ;  and  no  perfon 
holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  Ihall  be  a 
Member  of  either  Houfe,  during  his  continuance  in 
office. 


ITbe  Powers  c/ CONGRESS.] 

SECTION     VII. 

A  LL  bills  for  raifing  revenue  ihall  originate  in  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives ;    but  the  Senate  may 
propofe  or  concur  v/ith  amendments  as  on  other  bills. 

Every  bill  which  fhall  have  paffed  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives and  the  Senate,  ffiall,  before  it  become  a  law, 
.  be  prefented  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States ;  if 
he  approve  he  fhall  fign  it,  but  if  not  he  fhall  return  it, 
with  his  objedtions  to  that  Houfe  in  which  it  fhall  have 
'  Originated,  who  ihall  enter  the  objedions  at  large  on  their 

journal. 
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journal^  and  proceed  to  recpn^der  it.  If  after  fuch  rc- 
confideration,  two-thirds  of  that  Houfe  fhall  as^ree  to 
pafs  the  bill^  it  fliall  be  fent,  together  with  the  objeftions, 
to  the  other  Houfe,  by  which  it  fhall  likewife  be  con- 
fidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  Houfe, 
it  fhall  become  a  lav/.  But  in  all  fuch  cafes  the  votes 
of  both  Houfes  fiiall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays_, 
and  the  names  of  the  perfons  voting  for  and  againfi  the 
bill  fhall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  Houfe  re- 
fpeclively.  If  any  bill  ihall  not  be  returned  by  thePre- 
fident  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  fhall 
have  been  prefented  to  him,  the  fame  fhall  be  a  law,  in 
like  manner  as  if  he  had  figned  it,  unlefs  the  Congrefs 
by  their  adjournment  prevent  its  return,  in  which  cafe  it 
ihall  not  be  a  lav/. 

Every  order,  refolution,  or  vote  to  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  may 
be  neceiTary  (except  on  a  queftion  of  adjournment)  fhall 
be  prefented  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States ;  and 
before  the  fame  fnall  take  effe6t,  ihall  be  approved  by 
him,  or  being  difapproved  by  him,  faaH  be  repaffed  by 
two- thirds  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prefcribed  in  the 
cafe  of  a  bill.  . 

SECTION    virr. 

The  Congrefs  ihall  have  power — To  lay  and  colled 
taxes,  duties,  imipofts  and  excifes,  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States;  but  all  duties,  im.pofts  and  excifes 
Ihall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States; — To 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States ; — To 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 

feveral 


UNITED    STATES    OF    AMERICA.  4'2$ 

feveral  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes ; — To  eftablifh 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  uniform  laws  on 
the  fubjed  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United 
States ; — To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and 
of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  flandard  of  weights  and 
meafures  ^ — To  provide  for  the  punilhment  of  counter- 
feiting the  fecurities  and  current  coin  of  the  United 
States  j— To  eflabliHi  poft-offices  and  poft-roads  -, — To 
promote  the  progrefs  of  fcience  and  ufeful  arts,  by  {tr 
curinor  for  limited  times  to  authors  and  inventors  the 
exclufive  right  to  their  refpeflive  writings  and  difcoveries; 
—To  conflitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court; 
—To  define  and  punifh  piracies  and  felonies  committed 
on  the  high  feas,  and  offences  againft  the  law  of  nations ; 
—To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  repriikl, 
and  make  rules  concerning  captures  on  land  and  water; 
—To  raife  and  fupport  armies,  but  no  appropriation  of 
money  to  that  ufe  Hiall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two 
years  ; — To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy ; — To  make 
rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  land  and 
naval  forces ; — To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  miiitia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  iupprefs  infurrections 
and  repel  invafions  s—  Fo  provide  for  org^.nizing,  arm- 
ing, and  difciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing  fuch 
part  of  them  as  m.ay  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  leferving  to  the  States  refpedtively,  the 
appointment  of  the  ollicers,  and  the  authority  of  train- 
ing the  militia,  according  to  the  difcipline  pi-cfcribcd  by 
Congrefs  -, — To  exercifc  exclufive  legifiation  in  all  cafes 
whatfoever,  over  fuch  diftri(5t  (not  exceeding  ten  miiles 
fquare)  as  may,  by  ceflion  of  particular  States,  and  the 

acceptance  of  Congrefs,  become  the  feat  of  government 

/• 
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of  th^  United  States,  and  to  exercife  like  authority  over 
all  places  purchafed  by  the  confent  of  the  Legiflaturc 
of  the  State  in  which  the  fame  fhall  be,  for  the  eredion 
of  forts,  magazines,  arfenals,  dock-yards,  and  other 
needful  buildings  j  and  to  make  all  laws  which  fhall  be 
necelfary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  fore- 
going powers,  and  all  otlier  powers  vefred  by  this  con-- 
ftitution  in  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
any  department  or  officer  thereof. 


•*"r- 


[^Reftri^fions  upon  Congrcfs,] 

SECTION     IX. 

nPHE  migration  or  importation  of  fuch  perfans  a§ 
^  any  of  the  States  now  ex'ifting  (liall  think  proper  to 
admit,  fhall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congrefs  prior  to 
the  year  one  thou/and  eight  hundred  and  eighty  but  a  tax 
or  duty  may  be  im.pofed  on  fuch  importation,  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  dollars  for  each  perfon. 

The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  fhail  not  be 
fufpended,  unlefs  when  in  cafes  of  rebellion  or  invafion, 
the  public  fafety  may  require  it. 

No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  pofi  fai^lo  law  fhall  be  palTed, 

No  capitation,  or  odier  dired  tax  fl:iall  be  laid,  unlefs 
in  proportion  to  the  cenfus  or  enunacration  herein  before 
direcled  to  be  taken. 

No  tax  or  duty  fhall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from 
any  State.  No  preference  fhall  be  given  by  any  regula- 
tion of  comrfierce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
over  thofe  of  another ;  nor  fhall  vellels  bound  to,  or 
from,  one  State,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties 
in  another. 

No 
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No  monies  Iball  be  drawn  from  the  Treafury  but  in 
confequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law ;  and  a  re-» 
gular  ftatement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expen« 
ditures  of  all  public  money  fhall  be  publifhed  from  time 
to  time. 

No  title  of  nobility  fhaU  be  granted  by  the  United 
States :  And  no  perfon  holding  any  office  of  profit  or 
truft  under  them,  Ihall,  without  the  confent  cf  the  Con- 
grefs,  accept  of  any  prefent,  emolument^  oliice,  or  title, 
of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign 
State. 


'<•■ 


\R(firi^ions  upon  rejpe^five  States,] 

SECTION     X. 

T^O  State  (hall  enter  into  any  treaty,  aliianc?,  or  con- 
'*'  ^  federation ;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprifai ; 
coin  money ;  emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  any  thing  but 
gold  and  filver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  pais 
any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  poft  fa^fo  law,  or  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 
No  State  fhall,  without  the  confent  of  the  Congrefs,  lay 
any  impolls  or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  except  what 
may  be  abfoiutely  neceflary  for  executing  its  infpe6Hon 
laws;  and  the  net  produce  of  all  duties  and  impofts,  laid 
by  any  State  on  imports  or  exports,  (hall  be  for  the  ufe 
of  the  treafury  of  the  United  States;  and  allfuch  laws 
fhall  be  fubjed  to  the  revifion  and  control  of  the  Con- 
grefs. No  State  fhall,  without  the  confent  of  Congrefs, 
lay  any  duty  of  tonnage,  keep  troops,  or  fhips  of  war  in 
time  of  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact 
Viith  another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  power,  or  engage 

in 
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in' tear/ ;tinkfs  aci:ually  inv:'idedi  or  in  fuch  imminent 
danger  as  will  not  admit  of  deky. 


-H- 


\^Executive  Power.'\ 
A  R   T   I    C    L   E      IL 
[PRES  I  DEN  T.] 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N     I.  ,    iu  . 

flPHE  Executive  Power  fnall  be  veiled  in  a  Prefident 
^  of  the  United  States  of  America.  He  fhallhold 
his  office  during  the  term  of  four  years,  and,  together 
vvith''the  Vice-Prefident,  choieii  "for  the  fame  term,  be 
feie£ted  as  follows-.  .    j 

£ach  State  lliall  appoint,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the 
Legidature  thereof  may  dire6l,  a  number  of  eledtors, 
tquai  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Repreferita-^ 
tives  to  which  the  State  may  be.  entitled  in  the  Congrefs  v 
but.  no  Senator  or  Reprefentativcj  or  perfon  holding  an 
bffice  of  truil  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  fhailbe. 
appointed  an  €le6lor. 

.  The  electors  fliall  meet  in  their  relpedive  States,  and 
Vote  by  ballot  for  tv;o  perfons,  of  whom  one  at  lead  fhali 
hot  be  an  Inhabitant  of  the  fame  State  with  themlelves.- 
And  they  fnall'mak^.^a  lift  of  all  the  perfons  voted  for 
and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each >  which  M  they 
fliall  fign  and, certify,  and  tranfmit  feakd  to  the  feat  o£ 
government,  of  the  United  States,  direded  to  the  Pre- 
lident  of  the  Senate.  ThePrefident  of  the  Senate  lliail, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  fhall  then 
be  counted.     The  perfon  having  the  greateft  number  of 

votes 
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votes  fhall  be  the  Prefident,  if  fuch  number  be  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed;  and 
if  there  be  more  than  one  who  have  fuch  majority,  and 
have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives  fhall  immediately  choofe  by  ballot  one  of 
them  for  Prefident ;  and  if  no  perfon  have  a  majority, 
then  from  the  five  higheil  on  the  lift  the  laid  Houfe  fhall 
in  like  manner  choofe  the  Prefident.  But  la  choofmg  the 
Prefident,  the  votes  fhall  be  taken  by  States,  the  repre- 
fentation  from  each  State  having  one  vote ;  a  quorum 
for  this  purpofe  fliall  confift  of  a  member  or  members 
from  two-thirds  of  the  States,  and  a  majority  of  all  the 
States  fliall  be  necefifary  to  a  choice.  In  every  cafe, 
after  the  choice  of  the  Prefident,  the  perfon  having  the 
ereateft  number  of  votes  of  the  electors,  fhall  be  the 
Vice-Prefident.  But  if  there  fliall  remain  two  or  more 
who  have  equal  votes,  the  Senate  fhall  choofe  from  them 
by  ballot  the  Vice-Prefident. 

The  Congrefs  iTiay  determine  the  time  ofchoofingthe 
electors,  and  the  day  on  which  they  fiiall  give  their  votes; 
which  day  fliall  be  the  famxe  throughout  the  United 
States. 

No  perfon  except  a  natural  born  citizen,  or  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this 
Conftitution,  fiiall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Prefident; 
neither  fiiall  any  perfon  be  eligible  to  that  office  who  fhall 
not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  been 
fourteen  years  a  refident  within  the  United  States. 

In  cafe  of  the  removal  of  the  Prefident  from  office, 
or  of  his  death,  refignation,  or  inability  to  difcharge  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  faid  office,  the  fame  fliall  de- 
volve on  the  yigerPi'^*^^'"^»^^"i'^>  ^^^  ^^^  Congrefs  may  by 

Vol.  IV,  ¥  f  law 
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law  provide  for  the  cafe  of  removal,  death,  refignation 
or  inability,  both  of  the  Prefident  and  Vice-Prefident, 
declaring  what  officer  fhall  then  a6t  as  Prefident,  and  fijch 
officer  Hiall  acl  accordingly,  until  the  difability  be  re- 
moved, or  a  Prefident  fhall  be  elected. 

The  Prefident  fhall,  at  fcated  times,  receive  for  his 
fervices,  a  compenfation,  which  fhall  neither  be  increafed 
nor  diminiilied  during  the  period  for  which  he  fl:iail  have 
been  eledled,  and  he  fhall  not  receive  within  thai:  period 
any  other  emolument  from  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
them. 

Before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  ffiall 
take  the  follovv'ing  oath  or  affirmation  : 

*^  I  do  folemnly  fwear  (or  affi/rm)  that  I  will  faithfully 
execute  the  office  of  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  and 
v/ill  to  the  beft  of  my  ability,  preferve,  proted  and  de- 
fend the  Conftitution  of  the  United  States/' 


SECTION     II, 


The  Prefident  fhall  be  Commiander  In  Chief  of  the 
army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia 
of  the  feverai  States,  when  called  into  the  actual  fervice 
cf  the  United  States;  he  may  require  the  opinion,  in 
writing,  of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of  the  executive 
departm.ents,  upon  any  fubjed  relating  to  the  duties  of 
their  refpedive  offices,  and  he  fhall  have  power  to  grant 
reprieves  and  pardons  for  offences  againft  the  United ,, 
States,  except  in  cafes  of  imipeachm.ent. 

He  fliall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 

fent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds 

of  the  Senators  prefent  concur;  and  he  ffiall  nominate, 

and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confcnt  of  the  Senate, 

9  Ihall 
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fliall  appoint  AmbafTadors,  other  public  Miniilers  and 
Confuls,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other 
officers  of  the  United  States,  whofe  appointments  are 
not  herein  otherwife  provided  for,  and  which  fhall  be 
eflabliflied  by  law.  But  the  Congrefs  may  by  law  veil 
the  appointment  of  fuch  inferior  ofHcers,  as  they  think 
proper,  in  the  Prefident  alone,  in  the  Courts  oi  Law,  or 
in  the  Heads  of  Departments. 

The  Prefident  fiiall  have  power  to  nil  up  all  vacancies 
that  may  happen  during  the  recefs  of  the  Senate,  by 
granting  commifTions  which  fhall  expire  at  the  end  of 
their  next  fefTion^ 

SECTION     III, 

He  fhall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Congrefs  in^ 
formation  of  the  State  of  the  Union,  and  recommend 
to  their  confideration  fuch  mealures  as  he  fhall  judge 
neceffary  and  expedient:  he  may,  on  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions,  convene  both  Houfes,  or  either  of  them,  and 
in  cafe  of  difagrcem.ent  between  them,  with  refped  to 
the  time  of  adjournm.ent,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  fuch 
time  as  he  fhall  think  proper ;  he  fnall  receive  Ambaf- 
fadors  and  other  public  Miniilers ;  he  fliall  take  care 
that  the  lav/s  be  faithflilly  executed,  and  fnall  commif-. 
fjon  all  the  officers  of  the  United  States, 

SECTION     ly. 

The  Prefident,  Vice-prefident,  and  all  civil  officers 
of  the  United  States,  fliall  be  removed  from  office  on 
impeachment  for,  and  convidlion  of,  treafon,  bribery, 
or  other  high  crimes  and  mifdeir*eanors. 

F  f  2  A  R  T  I^ 
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ARTICLE     III, 

\_Judkiary  Pozver.'\ 

SECTION      I. 

^T^  H  E  Judicial  Pov/er  of  the  United  States,  Hiall  be 
veiled  in  one  Suprem-e  Court,  and  in  fuch  Inferior 
Courts  as  the  Congrefs  may  from  time  to  timic  ordain 
and  eftabliili.  The  Judges,  both  of  the  Supreme  and 
Inferior  Courts,  fhall  hold  their  offices  during  good 
behaviour,  and  fhall,  at  ftated  times,  receive  for  their 
fervices,  a  comipenfation,  which  fiidl  not  be  dimjinifhcd 
duiinp-  their  continuance  in  office, 

SECTION     II. 

The  Judicial  Power  lliall  extend  to  all  cafes,  in  law 
2nd  equity,  arifmg  under  this  Conftitution,  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  ffiall  be 
made,  under  their  authority ,  to  all  cafes  affecting  Am- 
baffiadors,  other  pubhc  Minifters  and  Confuls ;  to  all 
j:afes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurifdidion  ;  to  contro- 
verfies  to  which  the  United  States  fliall  be  a  party  3  to 
controverfies  between  two  or  more  States,  between  ci 
ftate  and  citizens  of  another  ftate,  between  citizens  of 
idifferent  States,  between  citizens  of  the  fame  ftate  claim- 
ing lands  under  grants  of  different  States,  and  between 
a  ftate,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  ftates,  citi- 
zens or  liibjedts. 

In  all  cafes  affeding  Amballadors,  other  public  Mi* 

nifters  and  Confuls,  and  thofe  in  which   a  ftate  fliall  be 

party,  th-f  Supri^me  Court  fb.ail  have;  original  jurifdic- 

5  tiofi, 
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tion.  In  all  the  other  cafes  before  mentioned,  the  Su* 
preme  Court  fnall  have  appellate  jurifdiclion,  both  as 
to  law  and  fac^l,  with  fuch  exceptions,  and  under  fuch 
regulations  as  the  Congrefs  fiiall  make. 

The  trial  of  all  criaies,  except  in  cales  of  impeach* 
ment,  ihall  be  by  jury;  and  fuch  trial  fhall  be  held  in 
the  flate  where  the  faid  crimes  fhall  have  been  commit- 
ted ;  but  when  not  comxmitted  within  any  flate,  the  trial 
ihall  be  at  fuch  place  or  places  as  the  Congrefs  may  by 
law  have  dire6led* 

s  E  c  T  I  o  ^f     Illi 

Treafon  againft  the  United  States^  fliall  confiH  only 
in  levying  war  againft  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  ene- 
mies, giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  No  perfon  fhall 
be  convidled  of  treafon,  unlefs  on  the  teftimony  of  two 
witnefTes  to  the  fame  overt  a6tj  or  on  confefTion  in  open 
qourt* 

The  Congrefs  fliall  have  pov/er  to  declare  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  treafon,  but  no  attainder  of  treafon  fhall 
work  corruption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture  except  durinp- 
the  life  of  the  perfon  attainted. 

ARTICLE     iV. 

SECTION     I, 

Full  faith  and  credit  fhall  be  given  in  each  flate  to 
the  public  a6ls,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of 
every  other  ftate.  And  the  Congrefs  may  by  general 
laws  prefcribe  the  manner  in  which  fuch  adls,  record* 
and  proceedings  fhall  be  proved,  and  the  effedl  thereof. 

SECTION     II* 

The  citizens  of  each  ftate  fhall  be  entitled  to  all  pri* 
vileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  feveral  ftates. 

F  f  ^  A  per- 
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A  perfon  charged  in  any  ftate  with  treafon,  felony, 
or  other  crime,  who  fhail  flee  from  juftice,  and  be  found 
in  another  fiate,  fhaii,  on  demand  of  the  executive  au- 
thority of  the  (late  from  which  he  fled,  be  deUvered  up, 
to  be  removed  to  the  ilate  having  jurifdidion  of  the 
crime. 

No  perfon  held  to  fervice  or  labor  in  one  ftate,  under 
the  laws  thereof,  efcaping  into  another,  fhall,  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  difchargcd 
from  fuch  fervice  or  labor,  but  fhall  be  delivered  up 
on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  fuch  fervice  or  labor  may 
be  due. 


>^««*« 


[peneral  Regulatkns ."] 

SECTION      III. 

1^  E  W  ftates  rtlay  be  admitted  by  the  Congrefs  into 
this  Union  ;  but  no  new  flate  fhall  be  formed  or 
erefted  within  the  jurifdidion  of  any  other  ftate;  nor 
any  ftate  be  formed  by  the  junftion  of  two  or  more 
ilates,  or  parts  of  dates,  without  the  confent  of  the  Le- 
giflatures  of  the  States  concerned  as  well  as  of  the  Con- 
grefs. 

The  Congrefs  fhall  have  power  to  difpofe  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  refpeding  the  ter- 
ritory or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States; 
and  nothing  in  this  Conftitution  Ihall  be  fo  conftrued 
as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
sny  particular  ilate. 

SECTION     IV. 

The  United  States  fhall  guarantee  to  every  flate  in 
this  Union,   a  Republican  form  of  government,   and 

fhall 
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fhall  pi*ote6t  each  of  them  againfl  invafion  s  and  on  ap- 
plication of  the  Legiflatiire,  or  of  the  Executive  (when 
the  LegiQature  cannot  be  convened)  againft  domeilic 
violence. 


4>M> 


[Amend7nents  Provided,'] 

ARTICLE     V. 

^T^HE  Congrefs,  whenever  two-thirds  of  bothHoufes 
"^  iliall  deem  it  neceflary,  fhall  propofe  amendments 
to  this  Conftitution,  or,  on  the  application  of  the  Legi- 
flatures  of  two-thirds  of  the  feverai  dates,  fhall  call  a 
Convention  for  propofing  amendments,  which,  in  either 
cafe,  fhall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  part 
of  this  Conftitution,  when  ratified  by  the  Legiflatures 
of  three-fourths  of  the  feverai  ilates,  or  by  Conventions 
in  three-fourths  thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode 
of  Ratification  may  be  propofed  by  the  Congrefs  ;  pro- 
vided, that  no  amendment  which  may  be  made  prior 
to  the  year  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  fhall 
in  any  manner  affe6t  the  firfl  and  fourth  claufes  in  the 
ninth  Se6lion  of  the  firft  Article  -,  and  that  no  flate, 
without  its  confent,  fliall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  fuf- 
frage  in  the  Senate. 

[General  Reg/datic?7s.'\ 

ARTICLE     VI. 

ALL   debts   contracted    and    engagements   entered 
into,  before  the  adoption  of  this  Conftitution,  fliall 
be  as.  valid  againft  the  United  States  under  this  Confli- 
tution,  as  under  the  Confederation, 

F  f  4  This 
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This  Conftitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
which  fliail  be  made  in  purluance  thereof;  and  all  trea- 
ties made^  or  which  fliall  be  made,  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  lliall  be  the  fupreme  law  of  the 
landj  and  the  Judges  in  every  ftate  fliall  be  bound 
thereby,  any  thing  in  the  Conftitution  or  laws  of  any 
ftate  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

The  Senators  and  Reprefentatives  beforementioned, 
and  the  Members  of  the  feveral  State  Legiflatures,  and 
all  executive  and  judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  feveral  States,  fhall  be  bound  by  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  fupport  this  Conftitution ;  but  no  re- 
ligious teft  fliall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification  to 
any  office  or  public  truft  under  tlie  United  States, 

ARTICLE    VII, 

The  ratlncation  of  the  Conventions  of  Nine  States, 
ihall  be  fufficient  for  the  eftabhlhment  of  this  Conftitu^ 
tion  between  the  States  fo  ratifying  the  fame. 

Done  in  Convention,  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  the 
States  prefent,  the  feventeenth  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  dioufand  feven  hundred  and 
cighty-feven,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  tvvelfth. 

In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  hereunto  fubfcribed 
our  namies, 

GEORGE    WASHINGTON, 

PRESIDENT, 

And  Deputy  from  Virginia* 

-*!•       TT        ^  •  V  Tohn  LanvdcVi 

N$w-Hamprnire.     i  a-  r  ;     ?..; 

MafTa- 
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Maflachiifetts. 

Connedticut." 
New-York. 

New-Jerfey. 


Permrylvania, 


Delaware. 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


f  Nathankl  Gorhtimy 
\  Rufus  King, 
r  William  Samuel  Johnjon^ 
i  Roger  Shermaju 

Alexander  Hamilton^ 
^William  Living  ft  on  ^ 
\  David  Brearleyy 
j  William  Paterfon, 
\jfonathan  Dayton, 

Benjamin  Franklin^ 

'Thomas  Mifflin^ 

Robert  Morris, 

George  Clymer^ 
I  Thomas  Fitzfnnom^ 

Jared  Ingerjolly 

James  Wiljon^ 

Gouverneur  Morris^ 
f  George  Read, 
I  Gunning  Bedford,  Junkr, 
<  John  Dickinfon, 
I  Richard  Bajfett^ 
yfacoh  Broom, 

(James  M^Henry, 
Daniel  of  St.  Tho.  Jenifer, 
Daniel  CarroL 
f  John  Blair, 
\  James  Madifon,  junior, 

{William  Blount, 
Richard  Dohbs  S-paighty 
Hugh  Williamfon^ 


South- 
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'John  Rtitkdge, 
Charles  Cotejworth  FinckneVy 
South-Carolina.        <j  ^^_,^^^^^  Pinckney, 

y_Pierce  Butler, 
r  William  Few, 
^^^^■g^^-  I  Abraham  Baldwin. 

Atteft,  William  Jackson,  Secretary. 


In  CONVENTION,  Monday,  September  17,  1787- 

PRESENT, 

The  States  of  New -Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  Mr.  Hamilton  from  New- York, 
New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Ca- 
rol i  N  A,  and  Geor  g i  a  : 

Resolved, 

nnHA  1^  the  preceding  Ccnfiltution  he  laid  before  the  United 
States  in  Congrejs  affemhledy  and  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Convention,  that  it  fhould  afterwards  he  fuhnitted 
to  a  Convention  of  Delegates,  chofen  in  each  State  by  the 
people  thereof  under  the  recommendation  of  its  Legi/lature, 
for  their  ajfent  and  ratification  3  and  that  each  Convention 
ajfenting  to,  and  ratifying  the  fame,  fJjould  give  Notice  thereof 
to  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  ajfembled, 

Refolved,  'That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  that 
as  foon  as  the  Conventions  of  Nine  States  fhall  have  ratified 
this  Conflitution,  the  United  States  in  Congrejs  ajfembled 
fhoidd  fix  a  day  on  which  Ek^ors  fJjould  be  appointed  by 
th8  States  which  fljall  have  ratified  the  fame,  and  a  day  on 

*ivhich 
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ivhich  the  Lienors  Jhould  ajfemhle  to  "vote  for  the  Vrefident^ 
and  the  time  and  -place  for  commencing  proceedings  under  this 
Conftitution  :  That  after  fuch  publication  the  Electors  fhculd 
he  appointed^  and  the  Senators  and  Reprefentatives  ele5fed : 
"That  the  Electors  Jhould  meet  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  Elec-- 
tion  of  the  Prefidenty  and  fhould  tranjmit  their  votes  certi^ 
jied^  fignedy  Jealed  and  dire^led^  as  the  Confiitution  requires^ 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  ajfemhledy 
that  the  Senators  and  Reprefentatives  fhould  convene  at  the 
time  and  place  affignedy  that  the  Senators  fhould  appoint  a 
Prefident  of  the  Senate^  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  receivings 
opening  and  counting  the  votes  for  Prejidenti  and,  that 
after  he  fhall  be  chojen,  the  Congrefs ,  together  with  the  Pre^ 
fidenty  fhould^  without  delay ^  proceed  to  execute  this  Confli* 
tution. 

By  the  unanimous  Order  of  the  Conventlony 

George  Washington,  Prefident, 

William  Jackfon,  Secretary, 


In   CONVENTION,    September   17,    1787. 

S    I    R, 
"TX^TE  have  now  the  honor  to  fbbmlt  to  the  confide- 
^  ^     ration  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflem- 
bled,   that  Confiitution  which  has  appeared  to  us  the 
mod  adviflible. 

The  friends  of  our  country  have  long  feen  and  de- 
fired;,  that  the  povv^er  of  making  war,  peace  and  treaties, 
^hat  of  levying  money  and  regulating  commerce,  and 
the    correfpondent   executive  and   judicial  authorities, 

fhould 
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fliould  be  fully  and  effeclually  veiled  in  the  general  go* 
vernment  of  the  Union  :  but  the  innpropriety  of  dele-* 
gating  fuch  extenfive  truft  to  one  body  of  men  is  evi^ 
dent — Hence  refults  the  necefTity  of  a  different  organi- 
zation. 

It  is  obvioufly  impraclicable  in  the  fcederal  govern-* 
ment  of  thefe  States,  to  fecure  all  rights  of  independent 
Sovereignty  to  each,  and  yet  provide  for  the  intereft  and 
fafety  of  all. — ^Individuals  entering  into  fociety,  mufl: 
give  up  a  fhare  of  liberty  to  preferve  the  reft.  The 
magnitude  of  the  facrifice  muft  depend  as  well  on  fitua^ 
tion  and  circumftance,  as  on  the  objed  to  be  obtained. 
It  is  at  all  times  difficult  to  draw  with  precifion  the  line 
between  thofe  rights  which  muft  be  furrendered,  and 
thofe  which  m.ay  be  referved  •  and  on  the  prefent  occa- 
Con  this  difficulty  was  increafed  by  a  difference  among 
the  feveral  States  as  to  their  fituation,  extent^  habits^ 
and  particular  interefts. 

In  all  our  deliberations  on  this  flibjecl,  we  kept  ftea- 
dily  in  our  view,  that  which  appears  to  us  the  greateft 
intereft  of  every  true  x^^merican,  the  confolidation  of  our 
Unicn^  in  vrliich  is  involved  our  profperity,  felicity, 
lafety,  perhaps  our  national  exiftence.  This  important 
confideration,  ferioufly  and  deeply  impreffed  on  our 
minds,  led  each  State  in  the  Convention  to  be  lefs  rigid 
on  points  of  inferior  m.agnitude,  than  might  have  been 
otherwife  expelled  s  and  thus  the  Conftitution,  which 
we  now  prefent,  is  the  refult  of  a  fpirit  of  amity,  and 
of  that  mutual  deference  and  conceffion  which  the  pe- 
culiarity of  our  political  ntuation  rendered  indilpenfible. 

That  it  will  meet  the  full  and  entire  approbation  of 
every  State  is  not  perhaps  to  be  expelled ,   but  each 

will 
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will  doubtlefs  confider;,  that  had  her  intereils  been  alone 
confulted,  the  ccnfeqnences  might  have  been  particu- 
larly difagreeable  or  injurious  to  others;  that  it  is  liable 
to  as  few  exceptions  as  could  reafcnably  have  been  ex- 
pe^ledj  we  hope  and  believe ;  that  it  may  promote  the 
lading  welfare  of  that  country  fo  dear  to  us  all,  and 
fecure  her  freedom  and  happinefs,  is  our  moft  ardent 
vvifli. 

With  great  refpectj 

We  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

S    I    R, 

Your  Excellency's  moil  obedient^ 

And  humble  fervants_> 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,   Prefident. 

By  unanim.ous  Order  of  the  Convention, 

His  Excellency  the  TrefJent  of  Ccngrejfs^ 


The  conftitution  has  been  ratified  by  the  conventions  of 

more  than  nine  ftates. 

The  End  of  the  Fourth  and  last  Volume. 


ERRATA. 

Page  17,  line  14,  r^/?^  two  three  years.  P.  72,  I.  14,  rr/?^  Straits. 
P.  107,  1.  10,  r^/7^  Phillips's.  P.  116,  1.  26,  iox  160  read ^^» 
P.  164,  1.  30,  read\-^'hQ  were.  P.  267,  1.  79,  read  -j/^  gun  lliips. 
P.  271 ,  L  4,  read  led.  P.  324,  1.  2,  read  mandei.  P.  340,  1.  28, 
n'*^  of  their.     P.  347,  1,  22,  n'.^^wcre. 
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A. 

AC  T,  the  firil,  impofing  cuf- 
toms  on  the  colonies  alone, 
to  be  collected  by  colonial  re- 
venue officers,    vol.   i.    p.  42. 
jic?s  paffed  by  th.:  linglijh  par- 
liament refpe(^ting  the  colonies, 
p.  ICO — by  the   Bri::p  parlia- 
ment, p.  102,  107,   108,  118, 
149.     The  aSi  for  better  fccur- 
ing  the  king's  dock  }ards,  p. 
323 — for  {hutting  up  the  port 
of  Bojion^  p.  351 — for  regulat- 
ing the  government  of  the  MaJ- 
Jachufeits  Baj,  p.  352 — for  the 
impartial  adniiniltration  of  juf- 
tice,  and  the  fuppreiaon  of  riots 
in   the  Majjuchujetts;,   p.  353 — 
for  making  more  effectual  pro- 
viiion  for   the   o^o'crnment    of 
i^ebec,    p.    357— tor   reitram- 
ihp   the  comm.erce  of  the  iV^-ou 
England  provinces.,  and  lor  pro- 
hibiting their  fifliery,    p.  462 
' — for  coniifcating  all  American 
propertj  found   upon  the  v>  ater, 
vol.  ii.  p.  ^10,  2^3 — for  pro- 
hibiting   all    intcrcourfe   with 
the  thirteen   United  Colonics ^  p, 
235 — for  fecuring  perfons  ac- 
cufed  of  high  treafon,  or  fuf- 
pe(^ted  of  piracy,  p.  443. 
AHion^  the  naval,  between  the  Bri- 
tifh  and  American  fleets  on  lake 
Ckamplain,    vol.  ii.    p.    383 — 
between   admirals   Kcppel  and 
D'Orvilliers,    vol.  iii.  p.    120 
■ — -Byron  and  dEilain^,  p.  295 


- — between  the  Serapis,  capt. 
Pearfon,  and  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard,  capt.  Paul  Jones,  p. 
297 — between  Sir  George  Rod-, 
ney,  and  Don  Langara,  p.  407 
■ — Rodney  and  de  Guichcn,  p. 
411 — Sir  Samuel  Hood  and 
count  de  Graile,  vol,  .iv.  p. 
131 — commodore  Johnltone 
and  Mr.  de  Sutfrein,  p.  149 — 
admirals  Hyde  Parker  and 
Zoutman,  p.  1 5:2 — Graves  and 
Graile,  p.  182 — Hughes  and 
Sulfrein,  p,  266 — Rodney  and 
de  Gralfe,  p.  271,  273 — lord 
Howe  and  the  combined  fleets, 
p-  "ill — Hughes  and  Suffrein, 

P-  3+4»  345'  348-. 
Adams,  Mr.    'Job?i^   is  chofen  to 

negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  vol.  iii.  p.  321 
' — commiffioned  to  be  the  Ame- 
rican plenipotentiary  to  the 
States  General,  vol.  iv.  p.  62 
■ — prefents  a  memorial  to  their 
high  mightinefles,  p.  80 — pur- 
fues  fuccefsful  meafures,  and  is 
acknowledged,  p.  239 — con- 
cludes a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  the  States 
General  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  p.  332 — arrives  at 
Paris,  p.  338 — writes  in  favor 
cf  a  compliance  with  the  re- 
commendation to  be  made  by 
conorefs  agreeable  to  the  arti- 
cles  of  peace,  p.  35-0. 
AdiiniJj  Mr.  Samuel,  is  chofen  re-. 

prefent;,uive 


N       D 
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X. 


prefcntatn^e  for  Boilon,  vol.  i. 
p.  205; — his  views  to  indepen- 
dency, p.  347 — his  fpeech  in 
congrefs,  p.  410 — is  alarmed, 
lefl;  his  views  Ihould  be  fruftrat- 
ed,  vol.  ii.  p.  171. 

Addrrfs,  a  joint  one,  of  both  houfes 
of  parliament  agreed  to,  vol.  i. 
p.  43^5 — but  proteikd  againil 
by  feverai  lords,  p.  461. 

% of  the  general  afiembly  of 

the  church  of  Scotland,  vol.  ii. 
p.  45:2. 

Addre/Tes  approving  the  acts  of  go- 
vernment, and  counter-petiti- 
ons, vol.  ii.  p.  222. 

Adminijiratkn ,  a  new  one,  formed  in 
i  782,  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
marquis  of  Rockingham,  vol, 
iv.  p.  232* 

jSffairsy  the,  of  the  United  States 
in  a  ruinous  condition,  vol.  iii, 
p.  223. 

Aitkeny  John,  alias  John  the  Pain- 
ter, vol.  ii.  p.  445;. 

4l^£'t»  colonel,  furprifes  Tyco?rde- 
rogay  vol.  ii.  p.  13 — is  taV:en 
by  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  put 
into  Irons,  p.  1 60. 

AUied  troops  under  general  Waih- 
ingtont  arrive  at  the  Head 
cf  Elks  and  within  an  hour  af- 
ter, hear  of  de  GralTe's  arrival, 
vol.  iv.  p.  186 — join  the  troops 
under  la  Fayette,  p.  187. 

Amhajpidory  the  French,  prefents 
memorials  to  conorefs,  vol.  iii. 
p.  221,225, 

- — ' ,  the  Spanifn,  the  m,ar- 

quis  d'Almodovar,  prefetTts  a 
manifcilo  to  theBritifh  minifter^ 
vol.  iii.  p.  289. 

Jtmerkans  infulted  by  feverai  in 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  vol, 
i.  p.  467. 

.IT— — fome  hundreds    arrive 

at  Marblehcad  in  cartel  fhips 
from  England,  vol.  iv.  p.  295-. 

„ ; the  number  of,  loil  by 

the  war,  vol.  iv.  p.  404. 

America?:  acadc/nj,     of    art^   and 


r.. 


iciences,    incorporated  in   th^ 
Maflachufetts,  vol.  iii.  p.  398. 

American  army^  the  general  return 
of  it,  at  Cambridge  in  the  Maf- 
fachufetts,  vol.  ii.  p.  27.  —- 
They  take  pofTefFion  of  Plonjtj- 
cd-hill,  p,  127 — are  viil ted  from 
neighbouring  and  diftant  colo- 
nies, p.  141 — many  ficken  and 
die,  and  others  fuffcr  much,  p. 
142. — They  take  poileffion  of 

Cobble-hilly    p.    143 break 

ground  at  Lechmere's  point,   p. 
1 46. — The}'  are  changed  by  a 

nev/   inliftment,  p.  172. A 

fchem.e  for  deftroying  the  army 
when  at  AVxy  York,  p.  276. — 
They  are  defeated  owLong-IJIafid^ 
p.  309 — evacuate  tlie  ifland,  p. 
313 — their  ftate  afterward,  p. 
316,  323 — are  llaticnsd  at  dif- 
ferent places,  p.  325 — evacuate 
Ne-iv  York  ifland,  p.  339 — are 
guilty  of  great  plunderings,  p. 
419 — march  toward  the  i^ra;/- 
dynvine,  p.  494 — are  defeated 
by  the  ro)al  army,  p.  5 11 — ■ 
furprlfe  the  royal  troops  at  GVr- 
T-nan-to^wv y  p.  523 — tiieir  dif- 
trefs  at  l^ alley-forge ^  vol.  iii.  p. 
62 — engage  the  royal  troops 
near  Monmouth  court-houfe,  p. 
141 — their  diftrefs  for  want  of 
provifion,  p.  344 — are  greatly 
diflatisfied,  p.  362. 

army  in    Canada,   their 

miftehaviour,  vol.  ii.  p.  250 
■ — their  diilrefs  when  general 
Thomas  arrives  and  takes  the 
command,  p.  zgi — they  retreat 
from  before  ^chec,  p.  z^-x — . 
general  SulU~oan  takes  the  com- 
mand on  the  death  of  Thomas, 
p.  254 — they  retreat  up  the  5,0- 
rely  and  on  to  Crc/wn  Pointy  p, 
259 — remove  to  Mount  hide pe.^- 
denccy  p.  319- — evacuate  the 
northern  pofts,  p.  480 — their 
force  under  general  Schuyierj, 
p.  488 — are  commanded  by  ge- 
.|>^ral  Gaie^^i    aiid    engage   the 

-^oy4 
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royal  army  under  gcnersl  Bur- 
goy7ie,  Sept.  19,  1777,  p.  ^+8 
— and  again  on  06i.  7,  p.  5^8. 
American  commerce ^  the  lofs  of  it 
not  generally  i^^^^y  vol.  ii.  p. 
220. 

hnprcjjion,  the  lirfl:,  of 

the  Bible  in  EngliCh,  priated 
at  Philadelphia  by  tAx.  Aicken, 
vol.  \y,  p.  314. 
A^iijierdam,  the  penfionary  of,  di- 
rects the  figning  of  an  eventual 
treaty  between  Hollufid  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  vol. 
iii.  p.  426. 
Audrey  major,  the  affair  of,  vol, 

iii.  p.  481. 
Arethufa  and  Belle  Poule  frigates 

engage,  vol.  iii.  p.  118. 
Armed  neutrality,  vol.  iii.  p.  402, 
Armjy    royal,     to    be    en:iployed 
againft    the     Americans,     the 
ftrength  of  it,  vol.  ii.  p.  246. 
Arnaldy  Benedict  colonel,  marclics 
tov/ard  Bojiouy  vol.  ii.   p.  3 — 
commands  a  body  of  troops  in 
an  expedition  to  Canada,  and 
arrives  at  Poi?it  Le-ji,  p.  128 — 
lofes  the  opportunity   of   fur- 
priling  ^lebecy  p.    165 — joins 
general  Montgoineryy  p.   167 — 
takes  the  command  of  the  whole 
force  on  Montgomery's  death, 
p.  I  88 — retrears  from  Montreal ^ 
p.  260 — is  appointed  by  gene- 
ral Gates  to  command  the  Ame- 
rican fleet  on  Lake  Champlaii/y 
p.  379 — is  defeated  by  th.i  Bri- 
tifh  fleet,  p.  383 — bravely  op- 
pofes  the  Britifli  troops  under 
general  Tryouy  p.  463 — relieves 
fort  Schuyler  (attacked  by  St. 
Leger  and  Johnfonj  p.  5-32 — 
ftorms    the    German   intrench- 
ments,  and  is  v/ounded,  p.  961 
— negotiates  for  delivering  IVej} 
Point  into  the  hands  of  Sir  H. 
Clintouy  vol.  iii.    p.  4S0 — lails 
for  the  Che/apeak  and  lands  in 
Virginia^  vol.  iv.  p.  ^9 — returns 
Vol.  IV.      -       ' 


to     hle-A}    Yorky    p.    11^— -goes 
^^Z^AXi'ikNenjj  London y  p.  178. 
Arliclesot  peace,  the  provificnal, 

vol.  iv.  p.  360. 
AfgiU,  captain,  delignated  for  re- 
taliation and  fent  f orv/ard,  vol, 
iv.  p.  285 — aliov/ed  his  parole 
and  other  indulgences,  p.  289 
■ — ^^receives  the  refolve  of  con- 
grefs  for  fetting  him  at  liberty, 
and  apalfport  forgoing  int.oNe^jj 
Torky  together  with  a  polite  let- 
ter from   general  Wafhington, 
p.  290. 
A/hey  general,  defeated  by  lieut. 

col.  Pre--vojiy  vol.  iii.  p.  233.. 
Ajfociations  againft:  the  confump- 
tion     of    Briiijh    manufaRnres, 
vol.  i.   p.   ij6.     An  affjciation. 
betvv-een  the  Ne^M  York  and  Con- 
7ieciicut  fons  of  liberty,  p.  19J 
— agreed  to  by  the  fons  of  li- 
berty in  the  MaJJachufctts  and 
in  Nenv  Hamp/hire^  p,  1 9 8 .  The 
Virginians  and  North  Carolini- 
ans enter  into  aJpKiatio;:s  againd 
importing,  p.  2^6. 
AtiCfjipts  to  fow  difcord  between 
the  civil  and  military  powers 
of  the  United  States,  vol.  iv. 

P-3  94- 

A'verjton  of  the  lower  clafs  of  peo- 
ple in  England  and  Ireland  to 
the  American  war,  vol,  ii.  p, 
219. 

B. 

Balfoury  colonel,  fends  a  force  to 
take  IVilmifjgton  in  Nortli  Ca- 
rolina, vol.  iv,  p.  47 — fends  a 
written  anfwer  to  g-en.  Greened 
demand  of  the  rcafons  for  the 
execution  of  colonel  Hayne, 
p.  165. 

Balloons  y  the  air,  vol,  iv.  p.  3  c  if. 

Baltimorcy  the  inhabitants  of,  feize 
the  provincial  magazine,  vol. 
ii.  p.  7. 

Bandcle,  Mr,  de,  chaplain  to  the 

French  embaffy,  delivers  a  dii- 

courfe  before  congrefs,  on  ac- 

G  g  touut 
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count  of  the  capture  of  the  army 
under  lord  Cornwallis,  vol.  iv. 

p.  203. 

Ba^fk  of  North  America  incor- 
porated, vol.  iv.  p.  20^ — opens 
and  is  of  eminent  fervice  to  the 
financier,  p.  251. 

Barms,  Mr.  de,  the  French  admi- 

■  ral,  fails  from  RhoJe  IJlaridy  vol. 

•  iv.  p.  181 — arrives  in  the  Che- 
fijpeak,  p.  I  84. 

BiV.re-^  colonel,  his  fpeech  in  the 

'    debate  on  the  ftamp-aft,  vol.  i, 

p.  1 6c — gives  rife  to  the  title 

•  of  Soi/s  of  Liberty y  p.  167— his 
declaration  on   the  refolutions 

■  and  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament  concerning  the  Maf- 

'  facht/fetts  aiTembly  and  town  of 
"BrJioH,    p.   254 his  fpeech 

agalnll  the  bill  for  the  adminif- 

traticn  of  juitice  in  the  Majfa- 

'hnfcttiy   p.  354- 
Barrhigtony  admiral,  liis  fucccfsful 

cTuife  in  the  bay  of  Bijcajy  vol. 

iv.  p.  267. 
Barton,    lieut.   colonel,    furprifes 

and  carries  olf  general  Prefcot 

from   Rhode  Ijlarid^   vol.  ii.  p. 

•  40 1 . 

Batik  of  Breed's  hill,  erroneoully 
called  Bunkers  hill,  vol.  ii.  p. 
39 — on  Long  IJIand,  p.  309 — 
at  White  Plains y  p.  34c — at 
Trenton,  p.  396 — at  Princeton, 
p.  400 — at  the  Brandyvjiney  p. 
508 — at  German  to--ivn,  p.  522 
' — between  general  Herkimer  and 
Sir  John  Johnjouy  p.  ^29 — at 
Bcnningtony  p.  54c — between 
the  armies  under  generals  Gates 

•  and  Burgoyne,  p. ^48,  558 — at 
MoHfnonthy\o\.\\\.  p.  1 41 — at 
StGJio  ferry,  p.  2:^8 — between 
lord  Cor?j^jjaIlis  and  Gates,  p. 
439 — at  King's  Mountain,  be- 
tvvten  7najor  Fergnjoji  and  the 
Americans,  p.  462 — betv/een 
oenera!  Morgan  and  licut.  col. 
^larletvn,  vol.  iv.  p.  34 — at 
Qr,uford  court-houfe^    between 


lord  Ccrnvjallis  and  general 
Greene,  p.  ^4. — between  lord 
Ranjodon  and  Greene,  p.  82 — at 
Entaix\  between  Greene  and 
lieut.  col.  Ste^duart,  p.  168. 

Baylor,  lieut.  col.  his  horfe  fur- 
prifed,  vol.  iii.  p.  194, 

Bedford,  Eritifn  expedition  againfl, 
in  the  Maifachufetts,  vol.  iii, 
p.  169. 

Berckely  Mr.  Van,  penfionary  of 
Amllerdam,  direds  the  lionin^ 
of  an  e\entual  treaty  between 
Holland  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  vol.  iii.  p.  426. 
Mr.  Peter  Van  Berckcl,  the 
Dutch  ambafiador,  has  a  public 
audience  of  congrefs,  vol.  iv, 

P-379- 
Bermuda,  pov/dcr  taken  out  of  the 

magazine  at,  vol.  ii.  p.  134. 

Ber?iardy  governor,  his  adminif- 
tration  in  the  Maffachufetts, 
vol.  i.  p.  139 — offends  Mr. 
Otis,  p.  14c — is  recalled,  p. 
272. 

Bills  for  regulating  the  Maifachu- 
fetts government,  and  the  im- 
partial admiriftration  of  juftice, 
excite  the  utmoil  refentment  in 
the  colonies,  vol.  i.  p.  377. 

Bojion  port-bill  produces  univerfal 
indignation  in  America,  vol.  i. 
p.  361 — the  day  for  (hutting 
up  the  port  obferved  as  a  day 

-  of  failine  at  VViiliam.llHireh,  at 
Philadelphia,  and  other  place?, 
p.  364.  The  dillrefs  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofon,  vol.  ii. 
p.  143 — many  ot  their  houfes 
and  itores  plundered  by  the  fol- 
diers  and  failors,  p.  197.  The 
tov/n  evacuated,  p.  198.  The 
fuflcrin^s  of  the  Boflonians  dur- 
ing  the  fiege,  p.  204. 

Bouille,  the  marquis  de,  takes 
Do?ni?!ica,  vol.  iii.  p.  237 — his 
hum.anity  to  the  fhipwrecked 
Britifli  failors,  vol.  iv.  p.  10. 
He  goes  againft  and  takes  To- 
hago,  p.  133 — furprifes  St.  Ew 

Jiana, 
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ftatiay  p.  2  20 — takes  o/.  Kin's; 

Bounties i  excciTive,  paid  to  recruits 
in   the  Mairachuietts,  vol.  iv. 

p.  3fS- 

Braddocky  general,  defeated,  vol.  i. 


P- 


132. 


Brijfol  near  Rhode  Ifland  fired 
upon  by  the  Britifh  fliipping, 
vol.  ii.  p.  1 23* 

Britijh  troops  under  general  Knyp- 
haufen  make  an  excuriion  from 
Staten  Illand  to  Elizabeth-town, 

.  vol.  iii.  p.  3 68 — lire  Spring- 
field, p.  373 — return  to  Staten 
Ifland,  p.  374. 

Broivnijisy  the  rife  of  them,  vol.  i. 
p.  _|. — they  are  perfecuted,  p.  6 
— flee  to  Holland,  p.  7 — fail  for 
North  America,  p,  10 — fix  at 
New  Plymouth,  p.  11 — their 
civil  principles,  p.  11 — in 
church  government  become  con- 
gregationalifts  or  independents, 
p.  14. — ^their  religious  fenti- 
ments,  p.  19. 

Bnygoyfiey  general,  commands  the 
royal  northern  arm.y,  vol.  ii. 
p.  476 — iffues  out  an  uncom- 
mon procIa?r.ationy  p.  478 — *ap- 
pears  before  Tyconderogai  p. 
480 — purfues  the  Americans 
by  water  to  SkcenfiorDugh,  p. 
485 — arrives  at  fort  Edn.vardy 
p.  487 — fends  a  detachment 
toward  Bennington y  p,  938 — • 
his  letters  to  general  Gates,  p. 
543.  He  pailes  the  Hudfon^ 
river,  and  encamps  at  Kiara- 
toga^  p.  547 — engages  the  Ante- 
ricatis,  p.  ^48,  559 — his  army 
in  the  utmolt  diftrefs,  p.  563  — 
retreats  to  Saratoga,  p.  5:66-— 
has  his  retreat  to  fort  Ed--vjard 
cut  off,  p.  <;7 1— concludes  a 
con--vention  with  general  Gates, 

Burial  ot  general  Frazer,  vol.  ii. 

p.  k^6k,, 
Burke^  Mr.  his  reforms,  vol,  iv. 

p.  263- 


Biitler,  American  colonel,  his  ex- 
pedition againft  the  Indians  and 
tories,  vol.  iii.  p.  204. 
C. 

Cald'well,  Mrs.  killed  by  the  royal 
troops,  vol.  iii.  p.  369. 

Ct?w/i^(f//,  A  re  hibald  lieu  t.  colonel, 
ordered  into  clofe  confinement, 
vol.  ii.  p.  410 — fent  againfl 
Georgia,  beats  the  American 
general  Howe,  and  fubdues  the 
Itate,  vol.  iii.  p.  212. 

Ca?iada,  the  emancipation  of  it: 
laid  afide  by  congrefs,  vol.  iii, 
p.  2C9. 

Canadia?iSy  they  decline  a<fling 
againft  the  colonifis,  vol.  ii.  p, 
156 — are  alienated  by  the  bad 
conduct:  of  the  American  troops, 
p.  250. 

Carleton,  Sir  Guy,  plans  a  fcheme 
for  recovering  Tycotideroga  and 
Croivn  Point,  vol.  ii.  p.  1^6— 
is  defeated,  p.  162 — efcapes  to 
i^nebecy  p.  1  64 — turns  all  the 
fufpec^led  out  of  the  city,  p, 
167 — his  humane  treatment  of 
the  American  prifoners,  p.  249 
-—marches  out  to  attack  the 
Americans,  p.  253 — exercifes 
freili  humanity  toward  his  pri- 
foners, p.  256 — defeats  the 
American  flee:  on  Lake  Cham-'' 
plain,  p,  383 — is  prevented  ad- 
vancing immediately  to  Tycon- 
deroga,  p.  3 85 — wididrawsfrom 
Cronjjn  Point  and  returns  to 
Canada,  p.  3 88 — arrives  at 
Ai"zu  York  to  command  the  royal 
forces  in  America,  vol.  iv.  p. 
249 — breaks  up  the  board  of 
alTociated  loyalifts,  p.  291  — 
has  an  interview  with  general 
Wajhington,  p.  367  —  fends  word 
to  the  prefident  of  congrefs  that 
he  fhould  lofe  no  time  in  eva- 
cuating Ne'Mj  York,  p.  381. 

Carolina  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  69.  kn 
infurre<ftion  in  the  colony,  for 
which  Cnheper  is  tried  bv  vir- 
tue of  ilie  ftatute  of  Henry  VIII . 

P- 
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p.  76.  Carolimh  divided  into 
North  and  South,  p.  80. 
CV/r.v/for  theBritifh  and  Ameri- 
cans, fettled  by  generals  Phil- 
lips and  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.  p. 
492. 

Cauciis  and  cauaiftng,  the  meaning 
of  thefe  words,  often  ufed  at 
Boiton,  vol.  i.  p.  l(i$» 

Cedars,  the  Americans  trxre,  fur- 
render  the  fort,  vol.  ii.  p.  254. 
Maior  Sherburne  is  defeated  in 
attemptir.g  to  relie\  e  the  place, 
ibid.  General  Arnold  con- 
cludes a  cartel  for  the  exchange 
of  the  prifoners,  p.  25^. 

ChambUe  taken,  vol.  ii.  p.  161. 

Charkjh^miy  oppofite  to  Bop?!, 
fired  by  order  of  general  Gage 
and  deihoyed,  vol.  ii.  p.  42. 

— —  in   South   Carolina 

founded,  vol.  i.  p.  75 — the  iirft 
Engliih  colledor  eilablifhed 
there,  p.  77 — the  general  com- 
mittee of  the  place  call  a  pro- 
vincial congrefs,  p.  42  ^.  The 
inhabitants  determine  upon  re- 
fifting  the  meafures  of  minifiry, 
vol.  ii.  p,  9.  The  town  the 
objeft  of  Sir  Feter  Parker  s  and 
general  Cli}ito7i's  offenfive  ope- 
rations, p.  279 — the  fort  on 
Sidli'-van^  Illand  attacked,  p. 
2 H2 .  Charlejtovm  taken  by  Sir 
H.  Clifitnn^  vol.  iii.  p.  358 — 
evacuated  by  the  Britljh,  vol.  iv, 

^ frigate  taken,  vol.  iv. 


P-  3H' 
Chatham,  lord,  his  fpeech,   Jan. 

1775,    vol.   i.    p.  439 — May, 


1777,   vol.  ii.   p.  451- 


his 
fa'intino-  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
and  fubfequent  death,   vol.  iii. 

p.   UK 
Cherry  Valley  attacked  by  the  In- 
dians and  torics,  vol.  iii.   p. 

207. 
Chefter,   the  county  palatine   and 
city  of,  have  reprefentatives  al- 
lowed thcin,  vol.  i.  p.  51. 


Cbci'anx  de  Frife  of  Philadelphia, 
vol.  ii,  p.  93. 

Church,  doctor,  his  correfpon- 
dence  with  a  BritiHi  officer  in 
Bofton  detefted,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 34. 

Cvtcinnati,  the  fociety  of,  vol.  iv. 

P-  393- 
Clair,  St.   general,  his  force  at 

Tjconderoga,    vol.    ii.    p.    479. 

He    concludes   on    evacuating 

that   and    Mount   htdepoidence, 

p.  481 — the  rear  of  his  troops 

attacked  by  general  Frazer,  p. 

483.     He  joins  general  Schuj- 

ler,  p.  486. 

Clarke,  colonel,  his  expedition 
into  the  Indian  country,  vol.  iii. 
p.  iqi — againft  the  lieut.  gov. 
of  Detroit,  col.  Hamilton,  p. 
262. 

Clark,  colonel,  marches  to  Augvjla, 
and  attacks  lieut.  col.  Brown, 
but  is  obliged  to  retreat,  vol, 
iii.  p.  460. 

Clergy  of  New  England,  vol.  I. 
p.  41 8. 

Clinton,  Sir  H.  his  expedition 
againft  forts  Montgomery  and 
Clinton,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^^3.  He 
arrives  at  Philadelphia  to  take 
the  command  of  the  Britijh 
troops,  vol.  iii.  p.  89 — evacu- 
ates Philadelphia,  p.  131 — en- 
gages the  Americans  near  Mon- 
7/?5.v/;6  court-houfe,  p.  141 — his 
defign  againft  Georgia,  p.  211 
—takes  Stoney-point,  p.  261  — 
his  expedition  to  South  Caro- 
lina, p.  346 — takes  Charlejlo-vn , 
p.  3yS — iilues  out  proclamati- 
ons before  his  return  to  AVxc 
York,  '^.  2,'^ I — prepares  to  at- 
tack the  French  at  Rhode  IJlrnid, 
p..  380 — fends  general  Lejlie 
v/ith  3OCO  troops  to  Virginia, 
p.  491- — fends  agents  to  treat 
with  the  Pennfyl'vania  revolters, 
voL  iv.  p.  20 — fends  Arnold  10 
Virginia,  p.  59— forwards  thi- 
ther 2 coo  more  troops  under 
general  Phillips,  p.  62. 

Cli-fiioftj, 
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Clintoyty  tlie  American  governor, 
by  a  fpirited  exertion,  prevents 
the  diftandment  of  Wafhino'- 
ton's  army  through  the  want  of 
bread,  vol.  iii.  p.  495. 

Coin^  French,  found  early  in  the 
Maffachufetts,  vol.  i.  p.  25, 

Colliery  Sir  George,  takes  the 
American  frigate,  Hancock, 
vol.  iii.  p.  52 — deftroys  the 
American   fleet   at  Penobfcot, 

Colonies,  the  fentiments  of  the 
Ne^ai  Englayid  with  refpe(fl  to 
the  parliamentary  ads  of  Old 
England,  vol.  i.  p.  40.  The 
colQ7iies  not  fettled  at  the  cx- 
pence  of  the  Englifh  govern- 
ment, Georgia  excepted,  p. 
95.  Jealoufies  of  their  aiming 
at  independence,  p.  1 06.  Mo- 
nies granted  them  by  the  Britifli 
parliament  to  affift  their  extra- 
ordinary exertions  in  the  war 
with  France,  p.  137.  They 
early  deny  the  parliamentary 
right  of  taxation,  p.  1^6, 

CofnfniJJio7iers y  the  American  board 
of,  eilablifhed,  vol.  i.  p.  216 
— they  retire  to  Caftle  Williams 

P-  233. 

« ,  the  Britlfh,  fend  a 

letter,  &c.  to  congrefs,  vol.  iii. 
p.  129 — their  negotiations,  p. 
170.  They  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  p.  173 — publifh  a 
valedidory  manifello,  p.  174. 

Committees  ofcorrefpof/dence  between 
Bofton  and  the  other  towns  of 
the  Maffachufetts,  propofed  by 
Mr.  James  Warren,  and  efta- 
bliihed,  vol.  i.  p.  312. 

Com?nittee,  the,  appointed  by  con- 
grefs to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duft  of  the  Britijh  and  HeJJian 
generals  and  officers  toward  the 
Americans,  n^ake  their  report, 
vol.  ii.  p.  457. 

Com?non-Sef;fe,  Mr.  Paine's  pam- 
phlet fo  entitled,  piomotCi  the 


fpirit  of  independency,  vol,  ii, 
p.  275-. 

Cojnplaints  againft  the  American 
officers  and  foldiers,  vol.  ii.  p, 
$i6y  ^2c;,  ^^2,  Thatthereare 
many  bad  officers  among  them, 
no  caufe  of  furprife,  p.  334. 

Conanicut,  houfes  and  barns  burnt 
on  the  ifland,  voL  ii.  p.  124. 

Conciliatory  motion  of  lord  North 
in  regard  to  America,  vol.  i. 
p.  463 — his  CQ7iciliatory  propo- 
fitions,  vol.  iii.  p.  104. 

Conference  between  the  minifter  of 
France  and  congrefs,  vol.  iii, 

P-  273. 
Confederation,  the  articles  of,  vol. 

iii.  p.  24.  The  confederation 
completed,  vol.  i\%  p.  66, 
Congregatio'naliJIs y  or  independents, 
fettle  at  Ne-iv  Plymoiith  in  A'me^ 
rica,  vol.  i.  p.  ix — their  civil 
and  religious  principles,  p.  li 

IJL. 

I 

Cofigregatio7ial <^Mici\\  in  the  Maf- 
fachufetts, the  iirll:  formed  at 
Salem,  vol.  i,  p.  21. 

Congrefs,  American,  the  flrft,  voI» 
i.  p.  103.  T\\z  congrefs  ?X  AU 
ha/ry  in  1 754,  form  a  plan  for 
the  U?iion  of  all  the  colonies,  p. 
J  24 — the  plan  not  approved  of 
by  the  Britijo  minittry,  and 
another  fublHtuted  by  them,  p. 
125 — Dr.  FraiikU7i\  remarks 
upon  the  minifterial  plan,  p, 
126.  The  congrefs  of  1765" 
meet,  p.  173.  iVleafu res  taken 
for  a  ne^jj  congrefs  by  the  Maf^ 
fachtfetts,  p.  ^66 — by  Mary-, 
land,  p.  367 — by  So/^th  CarO' 
li7ia,  p.  368 — by  Con7ie8ic7n^ 
p.  369 — by  Pe/.'77fjlvafiia  and 
Virgi/iia,  p.  371 — by  Rhode 
If  and,  p.  372.  The  congrefs 
meet  and  write  to  general  Gage, 
p.  395 — make  a  declaration  of 
rights,  p.  396 — enter  into  an 
aflociation,  p.  399 — addrefs 
the  people  of  Great  Britain ,  p. 
^%}  400— 
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4cc~-draw  up  a  memorial  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Britijh  Avie- 
ricay  p.  403 —  addrefs  his  via- 
jefij,  p.  404— addrefs  the  in- 
habitants of  Canada^  p.  407  — 
diiiblve  themfeives,  p.  4C9. 

Cougrefs^  a  new  one,  meet,  vol.  ii. 
p^.  !,>. — vvifh  to  kcv-p  the  door 
open  for  an  accommodation,  p. 
J  6 — their  proceedings,  p.  31 
— a'^ree  upon  iK/econd petitmi  to 
the  king,  p.  32 — ilile  the  colo- 
nies The  Tnjjel've  United  Colonies, 
and  advife  the  MnJfachi'Jetis  to 
take  up  government,  p.  2,2)' 
Ihey  refolve  to  emit  bills  of 
credit  {ox  the  defence  of  Ame- 
rica, p.  6c — agree  on  a  decla- 
ration, fetting  forth  the  caufes 
of  their  taking  up  arms,  p.  09 
— -lign  the  petition  to  the  king, 
and  addrels  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  p.  71— are  join- 
ed by  Georgia,  p.  73 — addrefs 
the  people  of  Ireland,  p.  77~ 
fcxprefs  their  opinion  on  lord 
North' ^  conciliatory  plan,  p.  78 
— adjourn,  p.  79.  "The  refo- 
lution  of  congrefs  with  a  view 
to  the  fecuring  of  governor 
Trjon,  p.  119 — recom.mend  to 
AVcu  Hampjhire  the  eftabliiliing 
of  a  form  of  government,  p. 
J  cc— -the  fame  to  Soiith  Caro- 
lina, p.  iq  I— like  wife  to  Plr- 

'  _|-/>/7«,  p.  1 52.  '!  hey  conclude 
upon  the  nr.mber  of  men  to 
form  the  new  arm}',  p.  r  53 — : 
declare  againft  any  particnhir 
colony's  petitioning  the  king, 
p.  I  ^4- — threaten  retaliation, 
and  determine  upon  building 
13  frigates,  p.  155 — -permit 
the  inliabitants  of  the  united 
colonies  to  fit  out  armed  \  elTels, 
and  refolve  that  no  fiaves  be 
imported  into  any  of  the  colo- 
nies, p.  213 — order  the  fecret 
commnttee  to  endeavour  to  dif- 
cover  whether  the  French  mean 
to  act  for  or  a^ainll  America,  p. 


272.     They  conclude   uponl 
declaration  of  independence,  p. 
289 — adopt  a  new  code  for  the 
government  of  the  army,  p.  332 
— appoint  commiffioners  to  the 
court  of  France,  p.  372 — refufe 
to  ratify  general  Arnold'^  cartel 
V. ith   capt.    Forjier,    p.    375— 
adjourn  to   BaltiTnore,   p.   378. 
They    ^■eft  general   Wojhington 
with  full  powers  for  fix  months, 
p,   405 — refolve    on     fendine 
commdiTioners  to  Vienna,  Spain, 
Pri'£la  and   Tnfcanj,  p.  406— 
advife    making   their  bills    of 
credit  a  legal  tender,  p.  412 — 
approve    V/ajhington\   condu(ft 
as  to  a  cartel,  p.  495- — refolve 
what  fhall  be  the  fiag  of  The 
Thirteen-i'nited  States,  p.  496. 
The  opinion  of  congrefs  con- 
cerning Mr.  Deane\  agreement 
with   Mr.   Condray    and  other 
French     gentlemen,      p.     498. 
They  confer  on  the  marquis  de 
la   tayette  the  rank  and  com- 
mJiTion  of  major-general  in  the 
American  army,  p.  499— make 
regulations,    which  oblige  the 
commiffary  general,    Mr.   Jo- 
feph    'Fnimbiill,     to  refign    his 
commiffion,  p.   502.     Acts  of 
congrefs,   vol.  iii.    p.  21,  2)S' 
They    recall    Mr.  Stlas  Deane 
from    Paris,     p.   38 — appoint 
general  Comvay  infpedtor  gene- 
ral, p.  40^— attempt  to  procure 
a  fupply  of  clothing,  p.  41  — 
refolve  to  detain  the  co7i^ention 
troops,     p.    49— receive    blank 
papers  from  Paris,  p.  60— -their 
av^ts,   p.    73 — their  order   and 
declaration  in    regard   to    the 
bills  from   Great  Britain,   re- 
lating to   the  intention  of  par- 
liament on  the  fubje(^t  of  taxa- 
tion, and  for  the  appointincr  of 
commiffioners^    p.    77.     Tdiey 
receive  xc.&  account  of  a  treaty 
of  commerce  and   of  a   troiity 
of  'dMmi'^c  between  France  and 

the 
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the   TJmted  States y  p.   8o — ad- 
drefs  the  inhabitants  o^  America 
on  the  occafion,  p.  82 — refolve 
to   have    no    intercourfe   with 
governor    "Johnjhney  p.    172  — 
meet  at  Philadelphia ,  p.  1-77  — 
give  the   French  ambaffador  a 
public  audience,  p.  178 — eledt 
Dr.   Fra?:kiitz  miniller  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  court  ot  France , 
and  gi\'e   him  inliruttions,  p. 
I  79 — their  obfervations  on  the 
finances  of  America,  p.  1 80 — 
their  refolutions  occafioned  by 
Mr.    Faj?ie's   publications,    p. 
221 — various    refolutions,    p. 
272.     They  admit  the  minifter 
of  France  to  a  conference,  p. 
273 — their  refolution  upon  the 
burning   of  Fairfield,  hornxalk 
and  Bedford y  p.  2  S3 — their  in- 
ftrtidious  relative  to  peace,  and 
to    Dr.    Franklin,    p.    315 — to 
their   miniltcr  for  negotiating 
with  Spain,  p.  319 — additional 
inftrudtions   to   him,    p.    321. 
They  addrefs  their  conilituents 
upon  their  finances,  p.  322-— 
baA'e  reported  to  them  the  com- 
munications ot  the  French  mi- 
niller, p.  i'}^'^ — their  anfvver  to 
the  fame,  p.  339.     The  French 
minifter  s  communications  at  a 
fecond  conference,  p.  342.  The 
rcfolves  of  congrefs  for  deftroy- 
ing  the  old  paper  emijjion  and 
introducing  a  nenxs  one,  p.  394, 
They  publiih,  that  the  i  ith  and 
1 2  th  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce    with    France   were 
expunged,  p.  476.    They  agree 
that  their  officers  fhall  be  en- 
titled  to  half-pay   during  life, 
p.  478 — honor  and  reward  the 
three  Ne-iv  York  militiatncn,  v/ho 
took    major  Andre,    p.  493 — 
determine   upon   having  a  per- 
manent army,  p.  494 — recom- 
mend to  the  feveral  itates  the 
veiling  of  a  power  in  congrefs 
to  levy  a  duty  of  hve  per  cent. 


vol.  iv.  p.  63— choofe  Roberc 
Morris,  efq;  tinancier,  p.  6^ — . 
authorize  the  opening  of  a  fub- 
fcription  for  a  loan  for  the  fup- 
port  of   the   citizens  of  Samb 

Carolina  and  Georgia,  p.  136 

their  refolves  upon  the  news  of 
the  redutftion  of  the  BritiJJy  ar- 
my under  Corz-'xcWAV,  p.  200 — 
attend  at  the  Roman  Catholic 
chapel,  p.  203.     They  appoint 
commiiiioners   for   negotiating 
peace,  and  give  them  inftruc- 
tions,   p.  246 — determine  the 
difpute    between    Pennfyh-ama. 
and  Conneciicut  refpeCling  lands, 
p.  -i^-^,.     Their  ads  in  favor  of 
the  American  officers,  p.  'i^(^i^ 
They  receive  advice  of  a  gene- 
ral peace,  p.    359— order  the 
troops  to  be  furioughed,  p.  :;58 
— refolve  to  ered  an  equellnaa 
ftatue  of  general  Wajhington,  p» 
374 — to  prefent  two  pieces  of 
ordnance  to  general  Greene,  aiid 
iflue  a  proclamation,  applaud- 
ing the  armies  of  the  United 
vJtatcs,   and  direding  their  dif- 
charge,  p.  378 — accept  general 
//'^//^^/cz/sreiignation,  p.  3 8 7. 
Connediciit  fettled,   vol.  i.  p.  32. 
The  colony  alarmed  by  publi- 
cations   againll    the  ftamp-att, 
p.  1 6y — (ends  a  committee  tti 
general   Gagc^    vol.  ii.    p.  iS. 
The  Connecticut  troops  leave  the 
army,  p.  14^. 
Connelly,  J  ohn,  and  his  alTociates, 
difcovered  and  captured,  vol. 
ii.  p.  1 14. 
Confidence,    full    liberty    of,    firft 
eliablifhed  in  Rhode  Ifiand  and 
Pro'vidcnce  PlantationSy    vol,  i. 

P-37- 
Confignees,      See  Tea, 

Coiifiitution,   the,    of  the   United 

States  of  America,  vol.  iv.  p. 

422. 
Co?fiitntions  of  the  feveral  Ameri- 

rican  itates,    fome  account  of 

them,  vol.  iv.  p.  408. 


G 


S^ 


c*«* 


N        D 


E 


Ccir."jention  of  committees  from  the 
Majfachujeits  towns  invited  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Bojton  to  meet 
at  Faneuil  Hall,  vol.  i.  p.  243. 
They  meet,  but  break  up  in 
feven  days,  p.  244. 

«- ,  the,   between  generals 

Gates  and  Bnrgoyne,  vol.  ii.  p. 
574.  Ihe  convention  troops 
at  Cambridge^  vol.  iii.  p.  44. 
Gates's  letter  relative  to  their 
not  having  violated  the  conven- 
tion, p.  46,  They  are  not  ad- 
mitted to  embark  for  Europe, 
p.  49 — are  fent  oS  to  Virgi/iiay 
.  p.  224. 

Con--vulfions  in  London  and  Wefl- 

miniler,  fubfequent  to  the  m.ea- 

■   iures    recommended    by    lord 

George   Gordon   to  the  Fro- 

teflant  afTociation,  voL  iii.  p. 

CGn<v:ayi  general,  denies  the  right 
of  parliament  to  tax  the  colo- 
nies, vol.  i.  p,  162  — moves  for 

•  the  repeal  of  the  i\amp-a(ft,  p, 
.    202 — condemns  the  American 

war  in  the  moft  decifive  terms, 

,    vol.    ii.    p.   225T-his   motion 

againft  continuing  the  Am^ri- 

can  v/ar  carried,  voLiv.  p.  230. 

Cootey  Sir  Kyre,   dies,  \  oi.  iv.  p. 

•  347- 

Corn^-Lvallisy  lord,   puriues  general 

V/ajLhigt'm  through  the  Jerfejs, 
vol.  ii.  p.  354r-- — haitens  to 
Trenton  for  the  defence  of  the 
Jerjeysy  p.  399 — back  to  Bruvf- 
nx:iik,  having  been  out-gene- 
ralled  by  W(<j7jih'gta/:,  p.  403 — 
furprifes  general  Lincoln,  p. 
.  45;^.  His  lordiliip  is  left  in 
command  at  Charlejlc<iv7t,  vol. 
iii.  p.  3 85 — marches  againll 
general  Gates  and  defeats  him, 
p.  436 — his  orders  relative  10 
the  treatment  of  South  Carolina, 
p.  4^  I — fends  cut  of  the  fiate 
a  number  of  the  prij'oners  on 
parole  in  Charlrjiotvn,  p.  ^^z 
his  letter  to  general  SmcU- 
\  p.  4( 


•%v<jod 
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-his  letter  to  ge- 


neral  Greejie^  vol.  4 v.    p.  28— 
is  joined  by  general  Lcjiiey  p. 
32 — fends    "larletou    to    drive 
general  Morgan  from  his  ftation^i 
p.    23 — purfues    Morgan   after 
9  arleton\  deieat,  p.  3--' — croffes 
the  Catanvbay  and  chafes  Greene, 
who  has  taken  upon   him  the 
command,  p.  39 — croifes    the 
Yadiu.iy   reritv.s   and   continues 
the  cliafe  to   the  banks  of  the 
Dan,  p.  4  — trecls    the    royal 
Itandard   at  Hilljioroiighy  p.  47 
— retires  homHh'lj6'jrot/gh,\>.^<:) 
— attempts  to  furpriir  the  xlme- 
rkan  light   infantry,   p.   50 — 
attacks  and  defeats  Gree7ie  near 
Gunford  court-houfe,     p.    54. 
His    lordfhip    retreats   toward 
Crojs  Creek   and   is  purfued  by 
Greene,  p.  1^7 — marches  to  IVil- 
mington,    and    from   thence    to 
Virginia,  p.  1 10 — forms  a  junc- 
tion with  ihe  Britijh  troops  un- 
der Ar?!oId,  and  expedts  to  crufh 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  but 
is  deceived,  p.  1 1 1 — fends  co- 
lonels  TarleiGn    and   Simcoe   to 
fcour  the  interior  country,  p. 
114— hailens  to  Williawfiurgh, 
p,  1 16 — evacuates  the  city,  p. 
117 — croffes  James  river  and 
retires    to  P or tj mouth,   p.    iiS. 
His  lordfliip  takes  poll  at  York 
Tonjon,  p.  185— »-is  befieged,  p. 
191 determines    upon    at- 
tempting an  efcape,  p.  194 — 
furrenders  to   the  allied  troops 
under  gen.  IVaJhington,  p.  196. 

Cranj:fcrd,  colonel,  and  his  party, 
defeated  by  the  Indians,  and 
cruelly  treated,  vol.  iv.  p.  312, 

Crea,  Mifs  M',  murdered  by  the 
Indians,  vol.  ii,  p,  543— the 
m.urdcr  not  to  be  charged  on 
general  Bnrgoyne,  p.  1^44. 

Cronvfi  Point  lurprifed,   vol.  ii. 

Cruelties  pradtifed  on  the  Ameri- 
can prifoners,  and  the  effects 
they  produced  J  vol.  ii,  p.  427. 

CruZi 
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CmZy  corporal,  arrives  from  Great 
Briiain  with  difpatches  from 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  vol.  ii.  p. 
272. 

Culpeper  tried  on  the  a(ft  of  HeTirj 
VIII.  vol.  i.  p.  76. 
D. 

Danhiryy  the  expedition  to,  under 
general  Tryon,  vol.  il.  p.  462. 

Darkfjefs,  an  unufual  one  in  the 
Maliachufetts  and  elievvhere, 
vol.  iii.  p.  367. 

Deane,  Mr.  Silas y  recalled  from 
France  by  congrefs,  vol.  iii.  p. 
38 — addrcucs  the  Americans, 
p.  2 1  7 — is  addrefl'ed  by  Common 
Se7!je,  p.  218. 

Debates  in  parliament  on  lord 
North's  motion  for  a  joint  ad- 
drefs  of  both  houfes  to  the 
king,  in  February  1775,  vol.  i. 
p.  455 — on  the  addrefs  of  the 
two  houfes  in  anfwer  to  the 
king's  fpeech  in  1775,  vol.  ii. 
p.  225' — on  the  addrefs  of  the 
commons  in  anfwer  to  the 
fpeech  in  1 776,  p.  437— on  the 
preliminary  articles  of  peace, 
vol.  iv.  p.  348. 

Delanvare  colony  fettled,  vol.  i. 
p.  84.  The  iiate  of  Dela^ware 
fettles  its  independent  conlHtu- 
tion,  vol.  ii.  p.  36S. 

Demarara  and  lilequibo  fubmit  to 
the  Britiih,  vol.  iv.  p.  78 — are 
taken  by  ihiO  French,  p.  242. 

Dicki/rfo?iy  Mr.  John,  his  ierters 
from  a  Pennfylvania  farmer, 
vol.  i.  p.  221. 

D'Jinrhances    between   the   French 
..  and   Americatis  at  Charlejio^wn, 
South  Carohna,  and  at  Bojion, 
vol.  iii.  p.  197^ 

Dominica  taken  by  the  marquis  d-e 
Bouille,  vol.  iii.  p.  237. 

Don&p,  count,  defeated  at  Red 
Bank,  vol.  iii.  p.  2. 

Dorchejier-heights,'^xt^2iX2X\QtVi'i>  for 
taking  poilellion  of  them,  vol. 
ii.  p.  190.  The  Americans 
proceed  to  that  fervice,  p.  192. 


DongalU  capt.  M*  of  Ne^  Tork^ 
committed  to  jail  for  writing 
papers  dcem.ed  libels,  and  re- 
fufmg  to  give  bail,  vol.  i.  p. 
301 — difcharged  after  a  long 
imprifonment,  and  being  the 
jirji  fiifferer  for  America?i  liber- 
ty* P-  Z^3' 

Dnche\  the  reverend   Mr.  chofen 

chaplain  to  congrefs,  vol.  ii, 
p.  14 — declines  his  chaplain- 
fnip,  p.  376 — his  attempt  upon 
general  \VaJhingt07i\  patriotifm, 
p.  581. 

Dnmnore,  lord,  quits  Williamjhurgh 
and  goes  on  board  the  Fo-jcey 
man  of  v/ar,  vol.  ii.  p.  87 — 
arms  a  number  of  vefTels,  and 
is  oppofed  by  the  Virginians, 
p.  no.  He  declares  raaitial 
law,  and  is  joiried  by  blacks 
and  whites,  p.  1 1 1 — his  troops 
defeated  at  Norfolk^  p.  1 1 2 — 
the  fcheme  for  railing  him  a 
confiderable  force  difcovered, 
p.  114 — quits  Virginia  and  ar- 
rives off  Staten  IJJandy   p.  298. 

Dritchy  the,  are  prefented  with  a 
Britifh  memorial,  vol.  ii.  p. 
449.  Dutch  velTels  taken  by  the 
Britiflri  cruifers,  vol. iii.  p.  249. 
A  memorial  prefented  to  them, 
urging  the  delivering  up  of  the 
Serapis,  p.  3 GO.  The  Dutch 
fhips  under  count  Byla?id  itop- 
ped  by  captain  Fielding,  p.  402. 
The  Britifh  king's  order  in 
council  refpe(^ting  the  Dutch^ 
p.  404.  I'hey  decline  furniih- 
ing  the  fuccours  claimed  by 
Britain,  p.  405 — are  prefented 
with  a  m.emorial  relative  to  the 
eventual  treatv  between  America 
&•  Holland,  vol.  iv.  p.  5;.  General 
reprifals  granted  by  the  Britifh 
council  againit  their  (hips  and 
goods,  p.  6.  The  a^liion  be- 
tween the  Dutch  and  Britijh 
fl'rets  on  Dogger  Bank,  p.  \^z*., 
Dutch  fettlements  in  the  Fall 
Indies  taken,  p,  241. 

JEjopm 
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E. 

TEJopm  burnt,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^75. 
Eciji  hidiay  Eritilli,    intelligence, 
vol.  iv,  p.  79,  215,  265,  282, 

344- 
Zjjinghamy  the  earl  of,  refigns  his 

regiment,    declining    to    ferve 

with   it   againil   the  Americans^ 

vol.  i.  p.  497. 
Bmperor  the,  of  Germany,  favors 

the  rights  of  confcience,  vol. 

iv.  ^.  -zi-z* 
Emprcfs  the,     of  Germany,    her 

death,  vol.  iv.  p.  13. 
Equejiriaft  fiatue  to  be  erefted  for 

general   Wafliington,    vol.   iv. 

P-  374- 

EJiaingi    count  de,    arrives  with 

the  French  fleet  on  the  American 
coaft,  vol.  iii.  p.  154. — pro- 
ceeds to  Ne^vporty  p.   1^7 

chafes  the  Britijl?  fieet  under 
lord  Hoxvey  p.  1 5^9 — fails  for 
Bojiouy  p.  163— he  and  his  of- 
ficers are  entertained  by  the 
Mojfachufetts  alfembly,  p.  198 
— publilhes  a  declaration  to  be 
fpread  among  the  Canadia?iSy  p. 
199 — fails  for  the  Weil  Indies, 
p.  20c — attempts  relieving  St. 


Luciey  p.  245 — takes  iit.  y incent, 
p.  286 — Grenaday  p.  293 — en- 
gages  admiral  Byrcji^  p.  295- — 
fails  for  Geo,'^ia  and  attacks  Sa- 
'  nsannahy    p.   325 — is    repuiied, 

P*  330.^ 
Euftatiay  St,  taken  by  Sir  George 

Rodney y    vol.   iv.     p.    74 — fur- 

prifed  by  the  marquis  de  Boiulle^ 

p.  220. 
jEwr^^-u;  battle,  vol.  iv.  p.  16.^. 
Expedition  y    the    Britiih, 

Egg  Harbour y  vol.  iii.  p.  193. 
Ex  pence  of  fupplying  the  Britilb 

array  at  Bofton,  vol.  ii.  p.  221. 
Extrads  from  the  aft  of  Virginia 

in  favor  of  religious  freedom, 

vol.  iv,  p.  419. 

»• from  fome  curious  letters, 

■  vol,  iv.  p.  i6i. 


ac^ainil 


F. 

E airfield   burnt    by   the   Eritifli, 
■  vol,  iii.  p.  266. 

Falmouth  deilro\'ed  by  theBritifh, 
vol,  ii,  p.  137. 

Farce  oi  the  Blockade  of  Bojion  in- 
terrupted by  the  burning  of 
fome  houfes  by  the  Americans, 
vol,  ii.  p.  I  80. 

Faycttey  the  marquis  de  la,  is  ap- 
pointed major  general  by  con- 
grefs,  vol.  ii.  p.  499 — fome 
account  of  him,  p,  500 — is 
wounded,  p.  512 — crolfea  the 
Schuylkill  with  a  body  of  men, 
and  narrowly  efcapes  with  them 
back  to  Fal'fv  Foro-gy  vol.  iii, 
p.  90 — fails  for  France y  p.  2 1  i . 
He  returns  from  Fra^ice  with 
an  account  that  he  was  foon  to 
be  followed  by  a  French  lleet 
and  corps  of  troops,  p.  364 — 
is  detached  to  Virginia  with  a 
body  of  light  infantry,  vol.  iv. 
p.  6c — makes  a  forced  march 
of  200  miles,  and  arrives  at 
Richmond  iuil  in  time  to  fecure 
it  againil  the  Brifijh,  p,  109-7-- 
fcBids  a  fpy  into  the  Britijh 
camp,  who  deceives  lord  Com^ 
•^donllisy  p.  1 1  J .  The  marquis 
forms  a  junction  with  general 
IVayjiCy  p,  I  \  5 — unexpectedly 
by  his  lordfnip  fixes  himfelf 
between  the  Britijh  army  and  the 
American ll:ores,  p.  1 1 6 — is  join- 
ed by  the  allied  troops  froin  the 
northward,  p.  187 — has  per- 
miihon  to  go  to  F ranee y  p.  207 
• — announces  by  letter  to  coii- 
grefs  a  general  peace,  p.  359. 

Fergufouy  major,  his  movements, 
and  defeat  at  King's  Mountain, 
vol.  iii.  p.  462. 

Finaiices  of  America,  the  obf.-r- 
vations  of  congrefs  on  them, 
vol.  iii.  p.  1 80 — reports  con- 
cerning   the    office    of  finance,^ 

•  vol.  iv.  P'  371. 
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Flao-  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii. 
p.  496. 

Fleets ^  the  hoftile,  engage  on  Lake 
Champlain,  vol.  ii.  p.  383 — 
under  admiral  Keppel  and 
D'Orvilliers,  vol.  iii.  p.  123 
—Byron  and  d  Eilaiiig,  p.  295; 
— Rodney  and  Langara,  p.  407 
— Rodney  and  de  Guichen,  p. 
411 — Hood  andde  Grade,  vol. 
iv.  p.  132 — Johnftone  and  Suf- 
frein,  p.  149 — Hyde  Parker 
and  Zoutman,  p.  153 — Graves 
and  de  Grafie,  p.  1 82 — Hughes 
and  SutFrein,  p.  266 — Rodney 
and  de  Grafl'e,  p.  271,  273 — 
Howe  and  the  combined  French 
and  Spanifti  commanders,  p. 
331 — Hughes  and  Suiirein,  p. 

344.  345»  348-. 

* ,  the  combined,  of  France 

and  Spain,  appear  before  Ply- 
mouth, voL  iii.  p.  291 — take 
near  fixty  BriiJjI?  Eaji  and  IVeJi 
India  (hips,  vol.  iv.  p.  3 — un- 
expedledly  appear  in  the  chops 
of  the  channel,  p.  158. 

,  the  French  and  Spanifh, 

join  in  the  Wejl  Indies^  but 
make  no  attempt  againft  Ja- 
maica,  vol.  iv.  p.  2. 

fcrt  WaJhingto7i  taken,  vol.  ii.  p. 
248.  fort  Lee  taken,  p.  352. 
Fart  Stannjjix^  alias  Schuyler, 
iiivefted,  p.  529 — the  fiege  of 
it  raifed,  p.  534.  Forts  Mont- 
gomerj   and  Clinton    taken,    p. 

Franklin y  Doftor,  his  remxarks  on 
the  miniiterial  plan  for  the  uni- 
on of  the  colonieti,  vol.  i.  p. 
126.  He  fends  over  to  the 
Majfachujeits  a  number  of  ori- 
ginal letters,  p.  328— they  oc- 
cafion  a  duel  between  Mr, 
Whately  and  Mr.  John  Temple, 

Fra'z.er^  general,  attacks  and  de- 
feats colonel  V/arntr  at  Hiib- 
hardton,    vol.    ii.     p.   4'"^3-^i5 


mortally  wounded,  p.  56o--*hIs 
burial,  p.  z^ds^, 

France,  her  condutl,  vol.  iii,  p. 
92,  94,  96.  She  delivers  to 
the  American  commii.'i oners  the 
preliminaries  of  a  treaty  be- 
tween France  and  America,  p. 
98 — figns  the  treaties,  p.  103 
— her  ambalTador  informs  the 
Britijh  miniilry  of  the  fame, 
p.  107.  She  gives  a  public 
audience  to  the  American  coiri- 
miflioners,  p,  no — her  fqua- 
dron  fails  from  Breji,  p.  112. 

French  fleet  and  troops,  ar- 
rive   at  Rhode  IJIand,   vol.  iii, 

P-  379-. 
• ^i"g>    fuppielTes  the   in- 
human   cuftom    of  putting  the 
qtieJiio7i    by    torture,     vol,    iv« 
p.  14. 

—   troop?  under    count  de 


Rochambeau ,  their  good  beha- 
viour, vol.  iv.  p.  128.  They 
•  march  from  the  fouthward  to 
Bojiony'p,  3 1 3 — embark  on  board 
the  marquis  de  Va7idreuil\  fleet, 
and  fail  for  the  Weji  Indies,  p. 

314- 

G. 

Gage,  general,  is  ordered  to  fend 
troops  to  Bojion,  vol.  i.  p.  23^ 
— lands  at  Bojion,  p.  360— is 
addrelfed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Salem,  p.  374: — iflues  out  a  pro- 
clamation againft  the  Jolemn 
league  and  co'vcnant  of  the  Bof' 
ton  committee,  p.  378 — forti- 
fies the  entrance  at  Bojion  Neck, 
p.  387 — feizes  the  powder  at 
Charlejiovjn,  p.  388 — anfwers 
the  letter  of  congrefs,  p.  396 
— fends  troops  to  ^^/t-w,  p.  470 
— prepares  for  fending  others  to 
Concord,  p.  476 — they  are  fent 
forward,  and  a  tirino-  commences 
at  Lexington,  p.  477.  He  en- 
ters into  an  a<>reement  with  the 

O 

-  commiittee  of  the  town  of  Bof- 
Un,  p.  4&7 — is  waited  upon  by 

a  CQsi^ 
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a  committee  from  ConneSircnt, 
vol.   ii.  p.  1 2 — his  agreement 
with   the   inhabitants  oi  Bojion 
cot  obferved,  p.  25.     He  of- 
fers  pardon  except  to   Samuel 
Adams    and   John   Hancoclt    p. 
2g — detains  the  inhabitants   of 
Bojtoyi^  P«  53*     Letters  between 
him  and  general  V/aJJAngtm,  p. 
125.     He   fails   for  Great  Bri- 
tain, p.  136. 
Gal"jez,  Don,  the  Spaniih  gover- 
nor oi  Louijiatia^  recognizes  the 
independence  of  the  American 
ftates,  and  marches  againft  the 
Britijh  fettlements  on   the  Mif~ 
Jtjjippi,  vol.  iii.  p.  314 — takes 
Mobil! e,    p.  409 — takes    Fefija- 
cola,  vol.  iv.  p.  129. 
Cafpee,  the  fchooner,  attacked  and 
burnt   near  Pro-videncey    vol.  i, 
p.  311. 
Gates,   general,    is   appointed    to 
command    the     army    in    the 
northern  department,  vol.  ii.  p. 
276 — fuperfeded    by    the    ap- 
pointment  of  Schuyler,  p.  475 
— chofen  afrefh,  and  to  relieve 
Schuyler,  p.  502 — his  letters  to 
general  Burgojne,  p.   543 — en- 
gages BurgGjne,  p.  548,  5^9~ 
reduces  him  to  the  neceiiity  ox 
agreeing  to  a  con^vcHtion,  p.  572. 
His   delicacy  vt'ith   refped   to 
the  royal  army,  u'hen  they  de- 
poUted    their    arms,    p.    574. 
•  He  writes  to  congrefs  relative 
to  Buygoyne'i  troops  not   hav- 
ing   broken     the    convention, 
vol.  iii.  p.  46 — his  letter  to  the 
earl  oi  Thanet;  p.  t  06 —his  let- 
ter to  a  South  CarcH/ia  delegate, 
refpedtinp'  the  intended  opera- 
tions  of  the    Britijhy    p.   389. 
He  is  appointed  to  command 
the  fouthern  army,   p.   391  — 
advances    toward   Camden^,    p. 
430 — hi 5  general  orders  at  Cler- 
■mord,  p.  434 — marches  and  un- 
cxpeiledly  meets  the  Bntijh  ar- 
liay  uiider  lord  Cor/rojaliis,  p* 


4-37- 
is 


-engages  the  Bntijl-,  an(?? 
defeated,  p,  439 — proceeds 
to  Hilljlorough,  p.  ^^.j — his 
broken  troops  retreat  to  Sa- 
lijbury,  p.  448 — his  exertions 
in  favor  of  the  relics  of  his  un- 
fortunate army,  p.  458 — thefe 
are  reinforced,  p.  460.  He 
.  receives  private  information  of 
congreis's  having  appointed  an 
ofiicer  to  fuperfede  him.,  p.  469 
—removes  his  he?J  quarters  to 
Charlotte,  and  furrenders  the 
command  of  the  army  into  ge- 
neral Greened  hands,  p.  472-— 
meets  with  a  polite  return  from 
Greerie,  p.  473 — is  addrefled  by 
the  Virginia  houfe  of  delegates, 
,    vol.  iv.  p.  26, 

Generals  Howe,  Clinton  and  Bur- 
goyne,  arrive  at  Boilon,  vol.  ii, 
p.  23. 
George,  the  Reyal,  is  loft,  vol,  iv. 

p.  281. 
Georgia  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  92 — ac- 
cedes to  the  general  aflociation 
of  the  twelve  colonies,  vol.  ii. 
p.  73,  75 — -attacked  by  the 
Britijh  troops,  vol.  iii.  p.  211 
— Sa-z-annah,  the  capital,  taken, 
and  the  llate  fubdued,  p.  214. 
Germaine,  lord  George,  extracts 
from  his  letters,  vol.  iv.  p.  100. 
Gibraltar  invefted  by  the  Spani^ 
ards,  vol.  iii.  p.  304 — relieved 
by  Rodney,  p.  406 — by  Darby, 
vol.  iv,  p.  71.  Tremendous 
torrents  of  nre  difgorged  on  the 
fortrefs  from  the  Spavijh  artil- 
lery, and  returned  bv  o-eneral 
Elliot,  p.  73.  The  Itupendous 
works  erected  againft  it,  de- 
ftroyed,  p.  214.  It  is  to  be  at- 
tacked in  a  more  formidal)]e 
way  than  ever,  p.  316 — the 
grand  attack,  p.  323 — the  bat- 
tering Jhips  fct  on  lire  by  red- 
hot  balls  from  the  fortrefs,  p. 
325 — the  general  confufion  a- 
mong  thefe  fliips  increafed  by 
capt,   Gurtii%  gur. -boats,    ihid^ 
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*— tiie  captain  with  his  marine 
brigade  hazard  themfelves  to 
reicue  the  dillreffed  enemy  from 
furrounding  deftra<::tion,  p.  326. 
The  place  relieved  by  lord 
Ho-ve^  p.  530. 

Gordon y  lord  George,  advifes  the 
proteftant  alTociation  to  thofe 
meafures,  which  prove  intro- 
ductory to  the  mort  extraordi- 
nary rifmgs  in  London  and  Weji' 
tniufiery  vol.  iii,  p,  417.  He 
is  taken  up  and  committed  to 
the  Tower,  p.  423 — tried  and 
acquitted,  vol.  iv.  p.  70. 

Grafton,  the  duke  of,  fuddenly 
quits  adminiilration,  vol.  ii.  p» 
226. 

Grnjpy  count  de,  engages  Sir  Sfi" 
mtiel  Hoody  vol.  iv.  p.  132 — 
arrives  in  the  Chefapeaky  and 
afterward  engages  Grcvesy  p. 
1  82 — fails  for  the  Weji -Indies y 
p.  199 — attacks  Hoody  p.  235 
— engages  i^(?<2'//n',  p.  271 — en- 
gages him.  afrelh,  is  defeated 
and  taken,  p.  273 — lands  at 
Portf mouthy  p.  280. 

G raises y  admiral,  engages  deGraJJe^ 
vol.  iv.  p.  182. 

Greene,  general,  addreffes  general 

IViiJhingtony  vol.   ii.   p.  65 

takes  the  command  of  xSxtJouth- 
ern  armjy  vol.  iii.  p.  473.  He 
difapproves  of  the  cenfure  pafl- 
cd  upon  Gates  by  congrefs,  p. 
475  —  ^^  embarraihnents  at- 
tending his  command,  vol.  iv. 
p.  27 — his  anfwer  to  lord  Com- 
ewaUisWfiXX.tXy  p.  28 — feparates 
his  force  through  neceffity,  p, 
30 — fends  Z,(fe''s  partizan  corps 
to  furprife  George -to--jjn,  p.  32 
— leaves  his  own  camp,  haltena 
to  and  joins  general  Morgan^ 
and  direds  the  route  of  his  re- 
treating troops,  p.  38 — forms 
a  jundlion  with  the  other  divi- 
lion  of  the  army,  p.  41 — forms 
a  light  army,  and  m.arches  with 
the  main  army  for  the  Dan,  p. 


43 — croffes  it,  p.  4^^.  He  rd- 
croiTes  the  Dan,  p.  47 — marches 
to  Guilford  court-houfe,  and 
prepares  for  aftion,  p.  ^3 — is  at* 
tacked  by  Corjiiuallis  and  forced 
to  retreat,  p.  54 — purfues  his 
lordihipto  Deep  river,  p.  58 — 

.  marches  to  So7ith  Carol  in  ay  p. 
8c — is  attacked  by  lord  Rai'j' 
don  wt2,x  Camden  and  obliged  to 
retreat,  p.  83 — writes  freely  to 
governor  Reed  on  the  real  ftate 
of  things,  p«  87 — proceeds  to 
Ninety  SiXy  and  befieges  the  gar- 
rifon  under  col.  Crugevy  p.  92 
— raifes  the  fiege  and  is  pur- 
fued  by  Ranvdon ;  foon  after 
purfues  his  lordfliip  and  offers 
him  battle,  p.  g6.  He  retires 
to  the  High  Hills  o{  Santee,  and 
from  thence  tranfmits  his  opi- 
nion on  Gates's  defeat,  p.  gS 
—his  account  of  the  miferies 
attending  the  war  in  Sotuh  Ca- 
rolinay  p.  99 — his  anfwer  to 
Balfonr  refpefting  the  execution 
oi Hayney  p.  1 65 — engages  lieut« 
col.  Ste'wart  at  the  Entanfi 
fprings,  p.  168 — happily  fup- 
prciTes  the  fpirit  of  m.utiny  a- 

mong  his  troops,  p,   172 

v.rites  to  general  Gould y  p^  174 
— his  .accounts  of  the  difcrefies 
of  his  army,  p.  2^3.  A  fe%¥- 
flrivftures  concerning  him,  p« 
406. 

Grenada  taken,  vol.  iii".  p.  295, 

Grenadier,  a  Eritifh,  furprifed  and 
made  prifoner  by  an  Amcrica7t 
boy,  vol.  ii.  p.  345. 

Grey,  general,  furprifes  general 
IVayne  in  the  night,  vol.  ii.  p. 

Grij'wold  fort,  on  Groton-hill, 
taken  by  the  Britifh,  vol.  iv, 
p.  178. 

H. 

HancQcky  Mr.  John,  is  ele<fted  one 

of    the  Bojlon    reprefentatives, 

vol.  i.    p.  208 — -his  flocp  Li' 

bertj  feizedj    p.   23: — a   mob 

colietfts 
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coHe^ls  on  the  occailon  and  be- 
comes riotous,  p.  232 — the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the 

.  MnJJachufetts  houfe  and  council 
refpeding  the  riot,  p.  2^^ — 
a  fuit  commenced  againil  iXlr. 
Hancock  in  the  court  of  Admi- 
ralty, but  dropped,  p.  240. 
Mr.  Hancock  is  chofen  prefident 
of  congrefs,  vol.  ii.  p.  31  — 
takes  his  leave  of  congrefs,  vol. 
iii.  p.  18 — is  elefted  governor 
of  the  Majfachujetts  iiate,  upon 
their  new  conilitution,  p.  49S. 

Hayne  Ijaac,  colonel,  executed  by 
the  joint  order  of  lord  Ra-x^don 
and  colonel  Balfour,  the  cafe 
of,  vol.  iv.  p.  102,  107. 

Herkimer,  general,  defeated  by  Sir 
yahn  Johj/fon,  vol.  ii.  p.  529. 

H(J]ians  defeated  at  Trenton,  vol. 
ii.  p.  396. 

Highhmders s  and  regulators  of 
North  Carolina,  imbody,  but 
are  defeated,  vol.  ii.  p.  209. 

,    a   number  of  them., 

and  lieut.  col.  Campbell,  taken 
in  Bofton-bay,  vol.  ii.  p.  267. 

Hood,  Sir  Samuel^  engages  de  GraJJe, 
vol.  iv.  p.  132 — arrives  at  .^W- 
dy  Hook,  p.  181 — attacked  bv 
the  count,  p.  239 — takes  the 
Ville  de  Paris,  count  de  Grajfe's 
ibip,  p.  275 — takes  the  Jafon 
and  CatOy  p.  278. 

Hopkins,  commodore,  returns  from 
his  naval  expedition,  vol.  ii, 
p.  214 — engages  the  Glafgow 
man  of  war,  p.  216 — puts  into 
New  London,  p.  217. 

Hoflile  preparations  in  different 
parts  of  the  Maffachiifetts  co- 
lony, vol.  i.  p.  422 — it  is  how- 
ever hoped,  that  all  differences 
will  be. amicably  fettled  without 
bloodfhed,  p.  425;. 

Hojiilities  commencebetween  Great 

Britain  and  France,  vol.  iii.  p^ 

118. 

HtfTi'.v,  general,  prepares  to  attack 

the     Arnvricans    on    Dorcheder 


Heights,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 94 — h  pre- 
vented by  a  ftorm,  and  con- 
cludes upon  evacuating  Bojion, 
p.  196 — the  town  evacuated,  p, 
198 — his  defign  of  procuring 
rice  in  Georgia  frufirated,  d. 
21  \ — arrives  off  Nc^w  Tork,  p*. 
277 — lands  his  troops  on  Long 
Ijland,  p.  306 — furprifes  and 
defeats  the  Americans^  p.  30^ 
— makes  a  defcent  on  Nenx)  York 
ijland,  p.  32  ^ — lands  on  rrog' s- 
?ieck,  p.  336— attacks  the  Ame- 
ricans at  IVkite  Plains,  p.  340 
— returns    to    Kingjbndge,     p. 


-takes  Fdrt  IVaJhington,  p. 
-leaves    Brnnpwick   and 
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takes  the  field,  p.  460 — returns 

-•  to  Brunjkvick,  which  he  evacu- 
ates,  and  marches  to  Amhoy,  p. 
471 — unexpecfedly  moves  to- 
ward the  Am.erican  army,  p. 
473 — embarks  his  troops,  p. 
474 — fails  with  his  army,  p. 
492 — lands  his  troops  at  Elk 
ferry,  p.  494 — croiTes  the  Bran^ 
dy~L.vine,  attacks  and  defeats  the 
A?nericaf,'s,  p.  509- — am.ufes  ge- 
neral Wafe?ingto7t,  and  unex- 
pectedly croiles  the  Schuylkill 
below  him,  p.  ^17 — makes  his 
entry  into  Philadelphia,  p.  5"  18 
— is  honored  by  the  officers 
with  a  magnificent  entertain- 
ment, vol.  iii.  p.  89. 

Ho~ve,  lord,  arrives  at  Slaten. 
IJIand,  and  fends  a  flag  to  ge- 
neral Wajhington,  vol.  ii.  p, 
301  —  propofes  a  conference 
with  fome  members  of  congrefs. 
p.  321-— the  conference,  p.  322 
— fails  with  the  fleet  and  army, 
p.  4q2 — arrives  and  anchors  in 
the  Delaivare,  p.  ^19 — is  al- 
lowed to  return  to  Britain,  vol. 
iii.  p.  112— leaves  the  Dela- 
^Mare,  p.  i^i\. — prepares  to  de- 
fend the  entrance  into  /vVtv  York 
harbour  againif  count  d'EJfaing's 
fleet,  p.  1 5'6 — fails  for  the  pre- 
fer vation    of  Rhode  Ijland,    p. 
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.j5;'Q — fails  for  the  relief  of  G/- 
bniliar,  vol.  u.  p.  316 — enters 
the  Straits,  p.  328  —  relieves 
Gibraltar  and  returns  through 
the  Straits,  p.  330 — is  attacked 
by  the  combined  fleets,  and  af- 
terward left  to  purfuc  his  voy- 
age home,  p.  53  I . 

Jlnddjy  captain  Jofnua,  hanged, 
vol,  iv.  p.  24S. 

Bnghrsy  admiral,  engages  Mr.  de 
SufFrein,  vol.  iv.  p.  266 — en- 
gages him  afreili,  p.  344 — a 
third  and  fourth  time,  p.  345 
— the  laft  time,  p.  348. 

Hurricanes  at  Jamaica y  vol.  iv.  p.  6 
— at  Barhadoesy  p.  7 — at  St. 
Lucie y  Grenada  and  St,  Fiticetit, 
p.  8. 

Hutchi/ifojiy  judge,  his  "  Brief  ftate 
of  the  claim  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  intereft  of  the  nation 
with  refpe<^l:  to  them,"  vol.  i. 
p.  181 — when  governor  he  in- 
troduces the  fubjeft  of  the  par- 
liament's fupremacy  into  his 
fpeech  to  the  Majfachufelts  ge- 
neral court,  p.  320 — by  his  bad 
•  advice,  betrays  the  miniftry  into 
wrong  meafures,  p.  433,  439 — 
-  his  letters  are  dirco\ered,  vol, 
ii.  p.  28 — his  behaviour  while 
in  the  colony,  p.  30. 

Jamaira  petitions  the  king  in  favor 
of  the  colonies,  vol.  i.  p.  462 
• — the  hurricane  at  that  ifhmd, 
vol.  iv.  p.  6. 

Jay,  Mr.  elected  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  of  alliance  with  his  Ca- 
tholic majefty,  vol.  iii.  p.  321 
— his  attempts  ineffedual,  -^'ol. 
iv.  p.  13 — delivers  in  propor- 
tions relative  to  an  intended 
treaty  with  i'/fl/V/,  p.  212 — re- 
.  pairs  to  Paris y  p.  331  — rcfules 
.  treating  with  Mr.  (JJhoaldy  till 
the  independence  of  the  United 
.  States  is  acknowledged  in  the 
firll  iiiAance,  p,  332 — ha5  put 
into  his  hands  the  copy  of  a  let- 


"  ter  to  count  de  T'ergennes,  p». 
333 — gi^es  Ofzvald  a  draught 
of  a  commiffion  that  w^ould  fully 
fatisfy,  and  is  jealous  of  the  de- 
figns  of  the  French  court,  p. 

Jealoiif.es  and  prejudices  among 
the  troops  under  general  Wajh^ 
i7igt07iy    vol.  ii.    p,  304,   324, 

Jerfevy  iHand,  the  attempt  of  the 
French  upon  it  defeated  by  the 
bravery  of  major  Pieifoji,  vol, 
iv,  p.  68. 

hidepe7ide7icey  meafures  taken  to 
forward  the  declaration  of  it, 
vol.  ii.  p.  268 — refolutions  re- 
fpeding  it,  moved  and  fecond- 
ed  in  congrefs,  p.  274 — the  de- 
claratio7i  of  indepe7ide7ice y  p.  290, 

I7idepende77ts  the,  fee  Go72gregati'- 
onalijls, 

l7idia7iSy  the  Oneida,  their  fpeech 
to  the  Nenv  E?;gla7id  provinces, 
vol.  ii.  p.  54 — an  anfwer  of 
the  Stockb  ridge  IndiaTis  to  the 
Majfachufetts  congrefs,  p.  56— 
the  reply  of  the  Majfachufetts 
congrefs,  p.  58 — l72dian  chiefs 
2lX.  head  quarters  in  Camhridgey 
p.  141 — congrefs  commiinoners 
treat  with  the  Indians,  p.  431 
— the  hidians  dellroy  the  fettie- 
mentb  at  Wjomlfigy  vol.  iii.  p, 
18^ — their  hoiliie  operations 
elfe where,  p.  312. 

Inquiftion  the,  aboiifhed  in  the 
dominions  of  the  duke  of  Mo- 
d£?7tiy  vol,  iv.  p.  i^. 

l7:fru£iio7is  to  the  commlfTioners 
at  the  court  of  Fra7icey  vol.  ii. 


P-  37: 


-to  the  American  com- 


miifioners   at   different   courts, 

p.  406. 
yohnfG72y  Sir  fohfiy  defeats  general 

Herki7nery  vol.  ii.   p.  529. 
,  Sir  William,  repulfes  the 

French y  vol.  i.   p.  134. 
Joh77jlo?ie  commodore,  fails  for  the 

Eall  Indies,  vol.  iv.    p.  147— • 

is  attacked  by  Mr.  de  SuJ'rein, 

p.  J49' 
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p.    14.9  —  takes   feveral   Dutch 
Eaf!:  India  (hips,  p.  151. 

yohns,  St.  in  Canada ^  taken,  vol. 
ii.  p.  163. 

yoiie^y  captain  PW,  lands  a  party 
of  Americans  at  IVhitehn^vcny 
and  fets  fire  to  a  Ihip  in  the 
harbour ;  ai'terw^ard  lands  and 
plunders  lord  Selkirk's,  houfe, 
vol.  iii.  p.  115 — engages  cap- 
tain Pear/on t  p.  297 — is  ho- 
nored by  the  French  kincr  with 
the  crols  of  military  merit,  vol. 
iv.  p.  64. 

Inland  fpares  4000  troops  for  his 
inajefty's  fervice  abroad,  vol. 
ii.  p.  239 — the  ftate  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  country,  vol, 
iii.  p.  302 — further  proceed- 
ings, p.  400,  and  vol.  iv.  p. 
259. 

juries,  the  great  and  petty,  through 
the  Majfachujetts  refufe  adting 
under  the  new  regulations,  vol. 
i,  p.  -x^G* 

K. 

Kalhy  baron  de,  marches  to  the 
fouthward,  vol.  iii.  p.  390 — 
is  mortally  wounded,  p.  443. 

Kempcvftlt^  admiral,  takes  a  num- 
ber of  French  tranfports,  \'ol. 
iv.  p.  223 — is  loll  in  the  Royal 
George^  p.  281. 

KeppeU  admiral,  fails  for  the  bay 
of  Bifcaj,  and  takes  the  Licome 
frigate,  vol.  iii.  p.  117 — en- 
gages d'Or--villiers,  p,  ill — is 
tried,  p.  240. 

Killed,  the  number,  by  the  firing 
of  the  Britifh  from  Bollon  and 
the  neighbourhood,  vol.  ii.  p. 

147- 
Kitt's  Si.  taken  by  the  marquis  de 

BonilUi  vol.  iv.   p,  233. 

Knoxy  general,  fent  off  to  the  eail-. 

em  ftates   by    the   commander 

in    chief,    on   account    of  the 

Pennjjhania  revolters,  vol.  i\'. 

p.  20, 

L. 

Ladies^  the,  at  Philadelphia^  pro- 


Cure  contributions  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  American  foldiers, 
vol.  iii.  p.  376 — forward  fnirts 
and  {lockings  to  the  armv,  p. 
496. 

Ladles,  whig,  their  conduft  in 
Chnrlejlonjjn^  South  Carolina, 
vol.  iv.  p.  138, 

X^W/fi/ country  gentlemen  alarm- 
ed, vol.  ii.  p.  233. 

Laurens,  Henry,  efq;  chofen  prc- 
fident  ot  congrefs,  vol.  iii.  p. 
21 — his  letter  to  the  governor 
of  Georgia,  p.  203 — to  another 
friend,  p.  283 — elected  to  ne- 
gotiate a  treaty  with  the  Dutch^ 
p.  322 — taken  on  his  voyage 
to  Hollandy  and  committed  to 
the  Tower,  vol.  iv.  p.  5 — dif- 
charged,  p.  220, 

• ,  lieut.  col.  chofen  fpecial 

miniiier  to  France^  and  favored 
with  the  fentim.ents  of  general 
IVajhingt^n  upon  the  fervice  to 
which  he  was  appointed,  vol. 
iv.  p.  23 — returns  from  France^ 
p.  14.7 — his  conduct;  approved 
of  by  congrefs,  p.  163  —  is 
mortally  wounded  while  engag- 
ed with  the  Britifh,  p.  303. 

La^i-vs  of  England  not  allov.ed  by 
the  colonics  to  be  binding  on 
them,  vol.  i.  p.  43. 

Lee,  Arthur,  efq;  leaves  Great 
Britain,  and  removes  to  Paris, 
vol.  ii.  p.  447. 

,  general,  meafures  taken  for 

fending  him  on  to  New  York, 
vol.  ii.  p.  173 — is  detained  at 
Stamford  \  but  orders  a  C/innec- 
ticut  regiment  into  the  city,  and 
arrives  there  himfelf  within  two 
hours  after  general  Clinton  ar- 
rives at  Sarrdy  Hcak,  p.  i  7  5 — 
goes  to  the  fouthward,  p.  205" 
— his  letter  to  the  Frc-::chimni' 
fler,  p.  ^6z — an  anecdote  con- 
cerning him,  p.  344 — he  is  taken 
by  col.  HizrcQurty  p.  3  5  8 — incon- 
veniencies  refulting  from  his 
-ciipture, .  p.  409  —  commiinds 

the 
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the  Americans  near  Monmouth 
court-houie,  vol.  iii.  p.  136 — 
is  put  under  arreft,  tried  and 
found  guilty,  p.  151 — his  death 
and  charader,  vol.  iv.  p.  505. 

Lecy  captain  H.  made  major  com- 
mandant of  horfe  for  his  bra- 
very, vol.  iii.  p.  72 — attacks 
the  Britifh  poft  at  Po^uule's  Hook, 
p.  283 — joins  general  Greene  in 
South  Carolina  with  his  partizan 
legion,  vol.  iv.  p.  32 — tails  up- 
on a  number  of  royalifls  and 
makes  a  great  flaughter  among 
them,  p.  49 — aids  general  Ma- 
rion in  reducing  fort  Watfon,  p. 
81 — fort  Mottey  p.  89— fort 
Granby,  p.  90 — marches  to  join 
Pickens,  and  with  him  reduces 
the  fort  at  Augufiay  p.  91. 

Leger,  St.  lieut.  colonel,  quits  the 
liege  of  fort  Stannjoix,  vol.  ii. 

P-  534- 
Lijlie,  general,   after  announcmg 

his  defign  of  evacuating  Charlef- 

toivn,  offers  payment  for  pro- 

viiion  to  be  fent  in  to  him,  vol. 

iv.  p.  301 — the  oifer  not  being 

complied  with,    he  fends   out 

parties  to  feize  provilions,  p. 

302 — evacuates  the   town,    p» 

Letter,  the  copy  of  one  to  count 

de  VergenneSy  vol.  iv.   P'  ^33. 
Letters   of  Hutchinfon   and    others 

fent  to  Bojhn  by  Dr.  Franklin, 

vol.  i.  p.  328. 
Lexington  affair,  vol.  i.  p.  477 — > 

the  news  of  it  reaches  London, 

P-  ^^Z- 

Lij)pincot,  captain,  tried  for  hang- 
ing captain  Huddy,  and  acquit- 
ted, vol.  iv.  p.  287. 

Lincoln,  general ,  fu  rp  rifed  at  Bound- 

hrook,  vol.  ii.  p.  459 — fent  to 

■  the  northward  to  command  the 

militia,   p.    5:35 fends  col. 

Brotvn  and  others  on  an  expe- 
dition to  Lake  George,  p.  ^46 
— is  fent  to  South  Carolina,  vol. 
iii.  p.  228— ^eftabiiihcs  hii  head 
•     Vol.  IV. 


quarters  at  Pnryjhurgh,  p.  22^ 
— purfues  general  Prenjoji,  p. 
25-5 — attacks  the  Britifh  at  Stona 
ferry,  p.  258 — marches  for  Sa- 
'vannah,  p.  326 — is  repulfed  in 
a  joint  attack  with  d'EJiaing  on 

the  town,    p.  330 defends 

CharleJio<z'jn,  p.  348 — furren- 
dersthe  place,  p.  358 — receives 
the  fubmiifion  of  the  royal  ar- 
my at  7'ork  Tc'wn,  vol.  iv,  p. 
196. 

London,  the  city  of,  approaches 
the  throne  with  an  addrefs,  &c. 
vol.  i.  p.  497 — refufcs  in  1781 
to  prefent  their  addrefs,  &c,  at 
the  levee,  and  orders  its  publi- 
cation, vol.  iv.  p.  217. 

Long  IJland  fortified  by  the  Ame- 
ricans, vol.  ii.  p.  303 — gene- 
ral Sidli-van  appointed  to  com- 
mand there,  p.  30^ — the  royal 
army  lands  upon  it,  p.  306 — 
evacuated   by   the   Americans, 

P*  Z^Z- 

Lofs  of  the  ViUc  de  Paris,  RamiU 
lies,  and  other  rnen  of  war,  vol. 

^  iv.  p.  342. 

Lotteries,  the  firil  in  England  grant- 
ed to  the  Virginia  company, 
vol.  i.  p.  (1^4. 

Loudm,  lord,  his  determination  re- 
lative to  the  MafTachufetts  g'^- 
neral  court,  vol.  i.  p.  134. 

Louijhnrgh  taken  by  the  Majjachw 
Jetts  colony,  vol.  i.  p.  no. 

Lo^ther,  Sir  James,  offers  to  pre- 
fent the  Britifh  king  with  a 
man  of  war  of  the  line,  vol.  iv. 
p.  341. 

Lucie,  St.  attacked  by  the  Britifli, 
vol.  iii.  p.  243 — d'EJiaing  at- 
tempts relieving  the  illand,  p. 
246— ^ the  place  capitulates,  p. 
247. 

Luzerne  the  chevalier  de  la,  ar- 
rives at  Bolton,  vol.  iii.  p.  286 
— his  ccmmunications  to  con- 
grefs,  p.  355 — his  hint  to  ge- 
neral ii ajhington,  p.  339 — fun- 
dry  commanications  oi'  his  be* 
H  h  fore 
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foft  congrefs,    vol.  iv.  p.  24^ 
■*— is  i'atisned  with  its  being  rc- 
folved ,  that  Mr.  y.  Adams  fnould 
be  uitiraattly  dircd'teei  and  guid- 
ed  by   the   fentiraents   ot    the 
French  eo-art>  p.  24-6. 
M. 
Mai?i,    the  province  of>   fettled^ 
vol.- i.    p»   38-<~-the  inhabitants 
{"ubmit  10  the  Mnjjachujttts y  and 
Iiave  greater  privileges  granted 
ehem   than  v/hat  tlie  Mailachii- 
fetts  people  enjovy  p.  39. 
t/imdfifta  a,  prefented  to  the  Bri- 
tifii  minifter  by  the  S-panijh  ani- 
bafiador,  vol.  iii,  p.  289. 
Manlejf  captain,  takes  B/itiili  vef- 
{iihy  vol.  ii.-  p.  r44-^^is  taken^ 
vol.  iiir  p.  ^■^. 
Mariotiy  general,  exerts  himfelf  on 
the  fide  of  congrefs,  voL   iii* 
p.  454 — vol.-  iv.  p.  46 — aided 
by  lieuty  col.  Lee's  partisan  le- 
gion,  rcdnces  fort   V/aifony   p^ 
81 — fort  Motte^    p,    89 — fort 
Gra'/ibvf  p.  90. 
Maryland  \ttX.\tL\,  vol.  i.   p,.  65-*— 
the   convention    refolve  on    an 
aiiociation,  and  on  meal u  res  for 
lecuring  the  pro\  ino-e,  and  pro- 
viding for  its  defence^  vol.  ii, 
p.  9?-^— fettles  its   independent 
coniiituticn.v    p.   368 — accedes 
to    the   confedc-ratio?.'i    vol.    iv.i 

p.  65. 

Miijfachj'fetts  Compafiy  formed^  vol. 
i.  p.  16 — begin  a  plantation  at 
Salem,  p.  17 — obtain  a  royal 
charter,  p.  i  H. 

m^ ^ Bay,    the   governor 

and  company  of,  in  New  Eng- 
land, begin  their  plantation  go- 
vernmxnt  in  the  Mailachufcrts, 
vol.  i.  p.  20' — conclude  on  re- 
moving with  their  charter  to  the 
Majfachifjetts,  p.  2 2-^ arrive  at 
SaUmy  p.  24 — afihme  the  form 
of  -A  coTtiTnohivcalih,  p.  2"; — ad- 
mit none  to  freedom  bat  mem- 
bers of  their  churches,  p.  29 — 
their  general  court  ailume^///- 


ritual  jurlfdidiony    p.  30 — tlieir 
government   in  divers    refpeds 
abfolute,  p.  31 — their  charter 
annihilated,  p.  42 — a  new  char- 
ter given   them,    p.    98 — they 
declare    what    are    their  privi- 
leges, y.  99 — their  exertions  in 
the  war  of  1744,  p.  no — of 
1755,    py    137 — their    general 
court  addrefs  the  Britifli  parlia- 
ment  on   the  fubjecl:  of  duties 
and   taxes,    p.  1^4 — the  houfe 
of  alfembly  propofe  a  congref:>, 
p,  172 — leave  out  of  the  coun- 
cil the  crown  officers  and  juf- 
tices  of  the  fuperior  court,  p, 
20S — at  length  agree  to  make 
compenfation  to  the  ftifFerers  by 
the   riots,    p,   211— propofe  3 
circulai  letter  to  the  other  co- 
lonies, p.  223 — their  new  af- 
fembiy  are  required  to   refcind 
the  refolution  which  gave  birth 
to  ihe  circular  letter,  p.  226 — - 
they  vote  ?i(:4  to  refcind,  and  are 
didbhed,    p.  227— a    new    af- 
lembh'   pafs   a   number  of  re- 
folves,!  evidencing   their   difre- 
gard  to  the  refolutions  of  the 
lords   and  commons,  p.  260 — ' 
ii^efiife  niaVdng  provifion  for  the 
troops,  p.  261 — diA\greeinents 
between  them  and  lieut.  gOA  er- 
nor  Hi/tchh/jhiTy:  p,  304- — declare 
againft  his  receiving   his  fup- 
port  from   the  crown,  p.  3 1  o 
— their  proceedings'  refpecting 
the  judges,  and  5he  fupport  in- 
tended them  by  the  crov/n,  p,- 
344^ — tlieir  petition  to  the  king 
for  the  removal  of  the  governor 
difmiifed,  p.   ^!;o — ehoofe  de^ 
legates  to   meet  in  congrefs  af 
Philadelphia,  p.  .366 — the  peo- 
ple prepare  to  det'end  tlieir  rights 
by  the  point  of  :he  fword,  p. 
38c — the  reprefentstives  meet^ 
and    refolve  therpfehes   into  a 
provincial   congrels,  p.  411 — « 
tlie  provincial  congrefs  appoint 
a  coniiiiitLce  to  dia-.v  up  a  plan 

fox 
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for  the  immediate   defence  of 
the  colony,  p.  412 — pufh  their 
preparations  for  hoilile  oppoh- 
tion,  p.  416 — fend   a  circular 
letter  to   the   miniilers   of  tl^iC 
gofpel,   p.  417 — a   piclure   of 
the   Mafiachufctts    colony,    p. 
427 — anew  provincial  congrcfs 
r.-icet,    p,  469 — their  proceed- 
ings,   p.  472— the   inhabitants 
in  arms,   p.  486— ^thcir  unpre- 
parcdnefs  for  an  hoilile  conteft 
with   Great  Britain f  p.    Aqi — 
the  provincial  congrefs    write 
a  circular  letter  to  the  feveral 
towns  of  the    colonv,   voh    ii. 
p.  17— borrow  money ,  and  f.^'r- 
ward  difpatches  to  the  general 
congrefs,  p.  19 — apply  loCon- 
7ie Strut  and  Rhode  Jjland  for  af- 
filtance,  p.  20— order  the  mi- 
litia to  llaxbury^  p.  21 — refolve 
upon    writing   to    the    eallcrn 
tribe  of  Indians,  p.   22 — -iilue 
notes,  p.  27 — the  MaiTachufetts 
rcprefentatives  meet,   and   take 
up  their  old   form  of  govern- 
ment, p.  c6 — the  public  fchools 
of  the  colony,  p.  125 — the  af- 
femblv  reffjivc  to  fit  out  armed 
veiTels,  p.  144 — 'the  Maliachu- 
fetts  delegates  at  cono-refs  con- 
ducted    with  great  j^iolicy,    p. 
296— the  liate  agrees   upon   a 
conftitution   for    the  common- 
wealth, vol.  iii.  p,  396 — incor- 
porates  The  American  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,    p.    39S — 
the  lalt  ad  before  entering  on 
the  new  conftitution,  p.  497 — 
the  firil  general  court  upon  the 
7ie^~v    conjiitutiony    p.    498 — -the 
couilitution  violated  by  the  ge- 
neral court,  vol.  iv.  p.  398, 

Mafjacre  of  the  Mora'viayi  Indians, 
vol.  iv.  p.  30S. 

MattheiVy  general,  m.akes  a  de- 
fcent  on  Virginia^  vol.  iii.  p. 
260. 

Ma^jjhoodyXi^^JiX.  colonel,  attacked 
2X  Frinceti/H^  vol.  ii.  p.  401. 


Mayhe^w,  Dr.  his  letter  to  judo-e 
Hutchinfon,  \o\,  i.  p.  178. 

Meafures  taken  at  Philadelphia  fcf 
relieving  the  army  under  gene- 
ral  Wafhington,    vol.  iii.    p. 

Medical  department ,  defers  in  the 
American,  occafion  the  lofs  of 
many  fiek,  vol.  iii.  p.  70. 

Meeting-hciife,  the  old  fouth,  turn- 
ed into  a  riding-fchool  for  the 
Britiili  dragoons,  vol.  ii.  p.  139* 

Meigs,  colonel,  his  expedition  to 
^ngg  harbour,  vol,  ii.  p.  468. 

Merce?mries ,  foreign,  fail  for  A- 
merica,  vol*  ii.  p.  245. 

Mi'Uia,  American,  complained  of, 
vol.  ii.  p.  317,  323,  SSZ- 

Minorca  attacked  by  the  Spaniards, 
aided  by  the  French,  vol.  iv. 
p.  I  ^7  — the  garrifon  at  fort  St. 
Piiilip  clofely  inverted,  and 
at  length  obliged  to  furrender, 
p.  226. 

Minute-men  inftituted,  vol.  i.  p. 
412. 

Mobs  at  Bojlon,  vol.  i.  p.  I7r— 
attack  judge  Hutchir/fm's  houfe, 
p.  177 — at  /i/Wy  Ijlandy  p, 
183 — at  /Vfou  Tjrk,  p.  185 — 
at  Bojion,  on  accourit  of  the 
feizure  of  Mr.  Hancock's  fioop 
Liberty,  u.  231. 

Mofimoiith  coart-houfe  aflion,  vol. 
iii.   p.  141. 

Mo??tgo;nery,  general,  is  fent  0:1 
uith  troops  to  Canada,  and  be- 
licges  St.  John' it  vol,  ii.  p. 
157 — the  place  furrenders,  p. 
162— he  takes  MontrecA,  p.  163 
— appears  before  ^wbec,  p. 
167 — his  whole  force  little  mora 
than  half  the  garrifon,  p.  iSi 
— he  attempts  carrying  the  city 
by  a  coup  de  main,  and  is  kil- 
led, p.  1^3. 

Montreal  tdV.t\x\y  vol.  ii.   p.  163. 

Mo?!ffnrat  furrenders,  vol.  iv.  p. 
239. 

Morgan,  general,    attacked    by   a 

fupericr  force  under  col.  Tarle- 

H  h  2  ;*•;, 
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iottf  whom  lie  defeats,  vol.  iv. 
p.  33 — is  purfucd  by  lord  Com- 
ivallis,  p.  37^ — is  joined  by  ge- 
neral Gri ^/7^  per ibn ally,  p.  38. 
Mcvenicfits  of  the  arraieti  under 
Sir  H.  Clinton  and  general 
Wafhington,  after  the  evacua- 
tion of  Philadelphia,  vol.  iii. 

MudlJJandy  vol.  iii.  p.  4 — is  aban- 
doned, p.  8. 

Mngfordy  captain,  takes  the  Hcpe 
powder  fliip,  vol.  ii.  p.  264-"- 
is  killed,  p.  265. 

MiiU7?y  among  the  American  fol- 
diers  at  Philadelphia,  vol.  iv, 

p.  572- 

N. 

Nafchesy  the  Britifii  fcttlements 
there  reduced  by  captain  PVil- 
lingy  vol.  iii.  p.  88. 

Ne'vj-E?;gla?!d,  the  people  there  are 
alarmed  with  the  reports  of  an 
American  epifcopacy,  vol.  i, 
p.  117 — with  the  apprehenfioii 
of  deligns  on  the  part  of  the 
Britifh  minillry  againft  their 
forms  of  government  J  p.  142 — 
the  fuppofed  plan  of  minidry, 
p.  144. 

Nenv-Hampjlire  colony  fettled,  vol. 
i.  p.  38 — the.  people  make  their 
iirit  hoftile  movement,  p.  421 

— their  delegates  receive  in- 

iirudions  which  they  lay  before 
congrefs,  vol.  ii.  p.  149 — the 
provincial  congrefs  proceed  to 
take  up  civil  government,  p. 
168^-^feveral  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  protell  againft  it,  p.  16*9 
• — fever^l  of  the  towns  petition 
againft  it,  p.  170 — a  return  of 
the  inhabitants,  p.  263. 

Nenv-Hanje?!  colony  fettled,  vol.  i. 
p.  33 — made  a  part  o£  Co?inec- 
ticKty  p.  34. 

*» town  attacked  bv  se- 

neral  Tryon,  vol.  iii,  p.  265. 

Nenxj-Jerfej  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  46 
—the  quaker  inhabitants  com- 
plain of  the  duties  impofed  upon 


them  by  the  governor  of  Nen.t» 
York,  p.  48 — the  allembly  de- 
clare againft  independency,  vol. 
ii.  p.  1 1 7-— the  provincial  con- 
grefs much  inftuenced  by  the 
plot  to  deftroy  general  Wafh- 
ington's  army  at  New  York, 
p.  277 — they  form  their  confti- 
tution,  p.  299 — cruelties  prac- 
tifed  in  that  ftate  by  the  royal 
troops,  p.  414 — the  people  ex- 
afperated  and  fly  to  arms,  p, 
,4r6. 
ISeriu  York  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  44 — » 
the  ailem.bly  pafs  an  ?,t\  declar- 
ing the  rights  of  the  people,  p. 
97— the  powers  of  legillation 
taken  from  the  province,  till 
there  is  a  compliance  with  a 
Britiili  a<ff  of  parliament,  p..  2 1 6 
— the  Ne<w  Yorkers  the  firft  who 
adopted  the  non-importation 
agreement,  p.  194 — tiiey  defift 
from  the  fame,  p.  278 — a  quar- 
rel between  them  and  the  fol- 
diers,  p.  300 — they  agree  upon 
a  new  congrefs,  p.  362— the 
ajTembly  renounce  all  concern 
with  the  preceding  congrefs,  p. 
47 1  -^a  battle  between  the  whi  9  s 
and  tones,  on  the  points,  con- 
grefs ^  or  no  congrefs y  p.  472 — • 
the  Ncvj  Yorkers  ftop  the  veffels 
bound  to  !^ehec  and  elfewhere, 
vol.  ii.  p.  3 — the  meafures  of 
the  citizens  on  hearing  of  hof- 
tilities  in  the  Maftachufetts,  p. 
4— -the  cannon  removed  from 
the  battery,  and  the  AJta  man 
of  war  fires  on  the  city,  p.  117 
-—the  Neixj  Yorkers  fufpedted, 
p,  120 — the  city  evacuated  by 
the  Americans,  p,  328 — a  ter- 
rible fire  there,   p.  33c the 

/vWj  York  ftate  eftablifh  their 
independent  conftitution,  p. 
528 — the  city  evacuated  by  the 
Britilh,  vol.  iv.  p.  382. 
Ne^is  furrenders,  vol.  iv.  p.  239, 
Neutrality f  the  armed,  vol.  iii.  p. 
40s, 

"Nenji^ 
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I^fiiifoimdland^  the  ftorm  on  the 
coafts  of  it,  vol.  ii,  p.  222. 

Nenvpori)  poiieiied  by  the  Britijhy 
vol.  ii.  p.  359 an  expedi- 
tion   againit  it,     p.  583 

evacuated  by  the  Ericijh,  vol. 

iii«  P-  333- 
Non-importation  agreement  adopted 

iirft  by  the  Ne'w  2'or.k  merchants, 
and  then  by  others,  vol.  i.  p. 
jo^ — a  frefh  non-importation  a- 
greement  begun  at  Bojhn^  and 
afterward  adopted  elfewhere,  p. 
218 — declined  for  the  prefent 
by  the  Pennfyhania  merchants, 
p.  241 — adopted  by  them.,  and 
notice  thereof  fent  to  the  com- 
mittee of  merchants  at  London, 
p.  250 — given  up  by  the  Ne^uo 
TorkerSy  p.  278. 

■Norfolk  adion,  in  v/hich  captain 
Fordjce  fell,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 12—- the 
town  is  fired  by  parties  of  failcrs 
■and  marines  from  lord  Dun- 
more's  fleet,  and  deflroyed,  p. 
206, 

■North  Carolina,  genCYsX  affembly 
meet  and  refolve  to  unite  with 
the  other  colonies,  vol.  ii.  p.  i 
— the  movements  of  the  inha- 
bitants occafion  the  governor's 
quitting  the  colony,  p.  84 — 
the  convention  folemnly  declare 
it  to  be  their  vviih,  that  they 
may  be  reftored  to  the  ftate  in 
which  they  were  before  1763, 
p.  107 — eitablilh  their  indepen- 
dent form  of  government,  p, 
-i.390. 

Nor-vjalk  burnt  by  the  Britijh,  vcl. 
iii.  p.  267. 

No-va  Scotia,    the    reptefentatives 
thereof,  prefent  an  addrefs,  pe- 
tition and  memorial  to  the  king 
•and  parliament,  vol.  ii^  p.  234. 
O. 

Ohfer-vations  on  the  Bojion  port-hill, 
vol.  i.  p.  375. 

Officers,  the  American,  petition 
congrefs,  vol.  iv.  p.  35-3. 

Ohio  company,  vol,  i.  .p.   119^-^ 


the  French  build  a  fort  on  the 
Ohio,  p.  121. 

Omoa,  fort,  taken  by  the  Britilli, 
vcl.  iii.  p.  401, 

Operations  of  the  troops  under  ge- 
nerals Phillips  and  Arnold   in 


Vir 


gmia,  vol.  IV.  p.  J 07. 


Order  of  the  Britifh  king  in  coun- 
cil for  fufpending  provifionally 
all  the  particular  ilipulations  re- 
fpeding  the  fubjefts  of  the  States 
General,  contained  in  the  feve- 
ral  treaties,  vol.  iii.  p.  404. 

Ordnance  fhip  from  Woolwich 
taken  by  captain  Manley,  vol. 
ii.  p.  144. 

Or-uilliers-,  count  de,  fails  from 
Breft  to  join  the  Spanijh  fleet, 
vol.  iii.  p.  288 — fails  with  the 
combined  fleet  for  Plymouth, 
p.  291. 

G//.f,  Mr.  James,  junior,  threatens 
governor  Bernard,  vol.  i.  p. 
1 4  r  — his  pamphlet.  The  Rights 
of  the  Britijh  Colonies,  alarms 
the  people,  p.  152 — his  fpeech 
a^ainft  refcindino^,  d.  228 — an 
affray  between  him  and  Mr. 
Rohwfon,  p.  271. 
P. 

Painter,  John  the,  alias  'James 
Aitken,  vol.  ii.  p.  44^'. 

PalUfer,  Sir  Hugh,  tried,  vol.  iii, 
p.  241. 

Paper-money  firfl  emitted  by  con- 
grefs, vol.  ii.  p.  60 — the  par- 
ticular mifchievous  effects  of 
it,  vol.  iv.  p.  144 — its  ceafing 
to  circulate,  occafions  no  con- 
vulfion,  p.  145. 

Papifis  relieved  by  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, vol.  iii.  p.  113. 

Parker,  admiral  Hjde,  engages 
admiral  Zontman  on  Dogver 
Bank,  vol.  iv.  p.  192. 

,  Sir  Peter,  and  lord  Corn- 

<vjallis,  fail  from  Portfmouth  to 
Cork,  vol.  ii.  p.  239 — from 
Cork  for  America  with  troops, 
p.  240 — arrive  at  Cape  Fear, 
aiid  meet  with  general  Clinton, 
H  h  3  p.  279 
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p.   279 prcceed   to  attack 

Charujh-ojn  in  South  Caroliyiciy 
p.  280. 
parliament,  the  fefTion  of  it  opened 
in   1775,  vol.  ii.  p.  224 — the 
debates,  p.  225 — a  motion  re- 
lative   to    the    employing    of 
Mano'verian  troops   witliOUt  the 
confent  of  parliament,  p.  228 
—the  houfes  informed   of  the 
French  refcript,   notil'ying  the 
treaty  with  America y  vol.   iii. 
p.  ic8 — the  parliament  unex- 
peftedly  diiToIved,  vol.  iv.  p.  4 
—.the  new  parliament  metrs,  p. 
10 — the  king's  fpeech  and  de- 
bates on  the  addrefs^  p.  i  i . 
T^ace   neceffary   for   the    United 
Staies,  vol.  iv.  p.  291 — nego- 
tiations between  &'t  American 
and  Britifn   cornmiflioners,  d. 


232 — 54c provifional  arti- 
cles, p.  36c — definiti've  treaty, 

Tearfch'y  captam,  engages  Paul 
Jones,  vol.  iii.  p.  297. 

Feek's-kill,  ftcres  there  deftroyed, 
vol.  ii.  p.  A,2  V 

Fendleio/i ,  j  ui  L  i  c  e ,  h  i  s  re  a  fo  r  s  f 0  r 
leaving  Charleftown,  vol.   iii. 

P'393' 
Tenn,  eoverncr.  an  accoimt  of  his 

having  delivered  the  fecond  pe- 
tition of  congrefs  to  the  kir.g, 
vol.  ii.  p.  I  ^2 — examined  be- 
fore the  ho'jfe  of  lords,  p.  231. 
J'enrfjh-ania  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  81 
— a  charter  of  privileges  grant- 
ed to  the  inhabitants,  p.  ^S — 
the  refolutioiis  of  the  alTem-bly 
againfl:  taxation,  except  by  tie 
repreientatives  of  the  people, 
p.  iQc — thev  ratify  the  acts  of 


P-  19: 

congrefs. 


p.    42 


decline 


adopting  the  conciliatory  plan, 
vol.  ii.  p.  6— infirufl  their  de- 
legates to  rejeft  any  proponticn 
in  coniirefs  that  m?iV  lead  to  a 
reparation  from  the  mother 
country,  p.  116 — fettle  their 
independent  conuitution,p.  368 


— numbers  diffatisRed,   p.  369 
— tlie  Pennfylvania  aft  relating 


ton 


avery,  vol.  111.  p. 


:)  / 1' 


line  of  troops  revolt, 

vol.  iv.  p.  16 — fee  Re-uolt. 

Penohjcot,  expedition  againft  it, 
by  the  Maffachufetts,  vol.  iii, 
p.  305. 

Pcterjham,  in  the  county  of  Wor- 
cejier,  Maifachufetts  Bay,  the 
rcfclutions  of  the  town,  vol.  i. 
p.  316. 

Peiiiicns  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
on  American  affairs,  vol.  i.  p. 
4 CC-— petitions  and  counter- 
petitions,    p.  4q6 to   both 

houfes  from  the  Britifh  inhabi- 
tants in  the  province  of  ^ce/jec, 
p.  ^cc — petitions  and  counter- 
petitions,  vol.  Ii.  p.  223 — peti- 
tions from  the  counties  for  a 
public  reform,  vol.  iii.  p.  413 
— confidered   by  rhe   houfe  of 
commons,  and  the  refolutions 
of  the  houfe  in  favor  of  them, 
p.  41 :;—  all  hopes  of  obtaining 
redrefs  from  that  houfe  at  an 
end,  p.  416 — a  frelb   petition 
prefented,  vol.  iv.  p.  151. 
Philadelphia     merchants     exprefs 
their  minds  fully  to  the  com- 
rnittee  in  London  on  the  reve- 
nue acts  and  grievances,  vol.  i. 
p.  266 — the  committee  ftop  the 
iailing  of  veiTels  to  ^iiebec  and 
elfewhere,    vol.  ii.    p.  4 — the 
zeal  of  the  citizens   in  hoflile 
preparations,  p.  61 — they  pro- 
vide for  the  fafety  of  the  city,  p. 
97, — it  is  pofiefled  by  the  royal 
army,  p.  518 — it  is  evacuated 
by  the  Britijh,  vol.  iii.  p.  131. 
Pickens,  colonel,  defeats  the  Soifth 
Carolina  tories,  vol.  iii.   p.  231 
—enters    the    Indian   country, 
and  deftroys  their  corn,  p.  3  r  3 
r — aided  by   Lee's,    legion,    re- 
duces the  fort  at  Auguila,  vol. 
iv.  p.  91— chaliifes  the  Chero- 
for  breakino-  their  enoaoe- 


kees 


meats,  p.  177. 


Piquet, 
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Tiqnety  Mr.  de  la  Motte,  fares 
feveral  merchant  fhips,  and  en- 
gages fome  Britifh  men  of  war^ 
vol.  iii.  p.  4-05,4.06 — captures 
a  number  of  fnips  laden  with 
the  fpoiL  of  Statia^  \ol.  iv.  p.. 
146. 

Piity  Mr.  defigns  to  tax  the  colo- 
nies, vol.  i.  p.  lyG. 

Foudicherrv  taken  by  ;^eneral  Mua- 


ro,  vol.  iii.  p.  252. 


Fonl:^  the  Belle^  and  Arcthufa^  en- 
gage,   vol.  iii.   p.  118 the 

he  lie  Pou/e  is  taken,  p.  425. 

Fcivder,  the  quantity  thereof  in 
the  MaJJachuJetts y  vol.  ii.  p.  23 
— the  extreme  want  of  it   at 

'  camp,  p.  67 — a  large  fispply 
obtained  by  the  capture  of  the 
Hope,  p.  264. 

Pratt f  Mr.  converfes  with  Dr. 
Franklin  about  the  Americans., 
vol.  i.  p.  136. 

Predatory  war  againft  the  Ameri- 
cans determined  upon,  vol.  iii.. 
p.  264. 

Firfcoty  general,  fur  renders  with 
the  foldierv,  failors,  and  eleven 
veffels,  vol.  ii.  p.  164 — is  fur- 
prifed  on  Rhode  Jjlaiid,  and 
carried  off  by  iieut.  col.  Bar- 
.  toiiy  p.  491 . 

Fre'i-ofty  general.,  enters  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  marches  toward 
Charlejhnvuy  vol.  iii.  p..  254 — 
defends  Savannah,  and  repulfes 
the  allied  troops  under  D'Ef- 
taing  and  Lincoln y  p.  327. 

FriticetoHTitXiov.y  vol.  ii.  p.  4.01.^ 

Frijonersy  American,  the  treat- 
ment they  met  with,  vol.  ii.  p. 
427 — voL  iii.  p.  15 — collecti- 
ons for  the  relief  of  thofe  in 
England,  p.  99. 

■ — J  Britifli,  the  treatment 

they  met  with  from  the  Ame- 
ricans, vol.  iv.  p.  210. 

Fri-vateerSy  American,  their  fuc- 
cefs,  vol.  ii.  p.  433 — vol.  iii. 
p.  28^. 

Frcieedif'gs  on  the  meeting  of  the 


new  parliament  in  3774*  vol.  i, 
p.  42c^ — tlie  feffioa  ciofes,  p, 
502. 

Proclamation,  lord  ^nd  general 
Hjzve's,  the  benefit  of  it  claim- 
ed by  numbers  in  the  Jerfeys, 
vol.  ii.  p.  357. 

Fropofah  for  building  men  of  war 
for  the  ufe  of  theBritilh  govern- 
ment by  private  fubfcriptions, 
vol.  iv.  p.  341, 

Frofcft  of  fe\-eral  lo.rds  xigainft  the 
bill  for  regulating  the  govem- 
Iiient  of  the  MaJJachuJetts  Bay^ 
vol.  i.  p.  355— againil  the  biU 
for  the  impartial  adminiltratioa 
of  juilice  there,  p.  357. 

of  the  MaJJachuJetts  re- 

prefentatives,  vol.  iv.  p.  399. 

Fr'jvidence  plantations  fettled,  voL 
i.  p.  36 — imired  with  Rkcd£ 
IJlaridy  p.  37- 

Fublications  relative  to  the  Ameri- 
can war,  vol.  ii.  p.  247. 

FulaJIdy    count,     at   Charlejloivn^ 

vol.   iii,    p.    256 morralijT 

wounded,  p.  330 — congrM's  re- 
folve  to  ere^Tt  a  monument  to  his 
memory,  p.  332.. 

Puritans,  the  rii'e  of  them^  vol.  u 
p.  2 — provide  a  retreat  from 
perfecution  in  theMalfachufett* 
Ea}-^  p.  16 — people  the  Mafla- 
•chufettSjConnedicut,  and  New 
Haven  colonies,  p.  35". 

Putnam  y  general,  battens  witk 
troops  to  the  MaJJachuJetts ,  vcL 
ii.  p-  2— -efcapes  with  3  ^00 
men  from  henjo  fcrk,  p.  328. 

^akersy  a  deputation  from  their 

yearly  meeting  wait  upon  con- 

grels,  vol.  iv.  p.  377. 
■ ,  a  report  of  a  committee 

of    congrefs    refpe(^ting   them, 

vol.  ii.  p.  !;o;. 
,  in  ^Vcji  y^yjcy,  complain 

of  duties  laid  upon  them,  vol. 

i.    p.   4R of    Fennjylnjaniay 

throw  George  Keith  into  prifon, 

p.gr. 

H  h  4  ^'^^^'^ 
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^mhrsy  two,  Joh?i  Roberts  and 
Abraham  CarHJle^  are  executed 
for  high  treaibn  againft  the 
commonwealth  of  p£'«;*/^/'L'«»/«, 
vol.  iii.  p.  207. 

^iincj'y  Mr.  cxtradls  from  his 
journal  Vv^hile  in  England,  vol. 
i.  p.  433 — his  account  of  lord 
Chatham^  fpecch  on  the  20th 
of  January,  1775,  p.  439— of 
lord  CamdeiiSy  p.  446. 

R. 

Randolph,  the  American  frigate, 
blown  up,  vol.  iii.  p.  87. 

Raivdon,  lordj  marches  out  of 
Camden,  attacks  general  Greene^ 
and  obliges  him  to  retreat,  vol. 
iv.  p.  83 — evacuates  Camden y 
p.  89 — purfuesGrtv;^£',and  foon 
after  is  purfued  by  him,  p.  96 
— marches  to  Charleftown,  p. 

97. 

Red-banhy  count  Donop  repulfed 
there,  vol.  iii.  p.  2.^ 

Reed,  colonel  Jofeph,  his  letter  to 
a  member  of  congrefs,  vol.  ii. 
p.  27  c— his  anfwer  to  the  offers 
made  to  corrupt  him,  vol.  iii. 
p.  172. 

Refugees,  the  loyal,  imbody,  by 
the  permilfion  of  Sir  H.  Clin- 
ic?!, and  make  reprifals,  vol.  iii. 
p.  236— commit  great  exceffes 
\vith  their  fleet  of  privateers 
and  cruifers,  p.  496. 

Regime?its,  Britifn,  raifcd  by  volun- 
tary fubfcriptions,   vol.  iii,  p. 

100. 

Regidation  of  prices  attempted  by 
the  American  flates,  vol.  ii.  p. 
425. 

Remarks  on  the  BoHon  pori-lill^ 

vol.  i.  p.  37^ 

Remo--val,  the,  of  general  Wajhing- 
ion  from  the  command  of  the 
army  attempted,  vol.  iii.  p.  54. 

Reprifals,  general,  granted  by  the 
Britilh  council  againft  Dutch 
fhips  and  goods,  vol.  iv.  p.  6. 

Rejhlutions,  the,  and  addrefs  of 
bt*th  houfes  of  parliament,  cea- 


furlng  the  Majfachufitts  afiem- 
bly  and  the  town  of  Bojhn, 
vol.  i.  p.  253 — the  counter  re- 
folves  of  tl.e  Virginia  houfe  of 
burgeifes,  p.  2C4 — the  like  re- 
folves  of  North  Carolina  aifem- 
bly  occafion  their  diifolution, 
by  governor  Tryon,  p.  256. 
Re'oenue,  miniftry  inclined  to  raife 
one  in  the  colonies,  vol.  i.  p. 
1 32 — Mr.  Pitt's  defign  of  doing 
it,  p.  136 — the  firji  Britijh  ad 
of  parliam.ent  paifed  avov/edly 
for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  re- 
*venue  in  the  American  colonies, 
p.  149— it  is  confidered  by  the 
Majfachujetts  houfe  of  affembly, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to 
write  upon  the  fubjedt  to  the 
other  American  affemblies,  p. 

R.e~uolt,  the,  of  the  Penn/ylvania 
line  of  troops,  vol.  iv.  p.  1  S-r^ 
the  re-volters  march  to  Prince* 
ton,  p.  19 — to  Trenton,  and  de- 
liver up  the  Britifh  fpies  and 
agents  to  be  executed,  and 
matters  are  adjufted,  p.  21. 

of  part  of  the  Jerfey  bri-ii 

gade,  is  fpeedily  fuppreffed, 
and  two  of  the  leaders  executed, 
vol.  iv.  p.  22. 

Rhode  IJlajid  plantation  fettled, 
and  united  to  Providence,  vol, 
i.  p. 3.7 — obtain  a  royal  char- 
ter, p.  3  8 — -the  people  feize  the 
cannon,  and  the  affembly  re- 
folve  upon  procuring  arms  and 
military  flores,  p.  42^.  The 
royal  forces  pofTefs  themfelves 
of  Rhode  IJland,  vol.  ii.  p.  3^9 
— -make  an  excurfion  oi^  the 
continent,  vol.  iii.  p.  127 — ' 
the  expedition  againft  them  un- 
der o-eneral  Sulli<van  and  count 
D'Ejiaing,  p.  157 — an  engage- 
ment between  numbers  of  them 
and  of  Suili-van^  troops,  p. 
165 — they  evacuate  the  illand, 

P-333- 
Riat^  a  great  one  at  Bofion,  on  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  ftamp-aft,  vol.  i. 

p.  1-75 the   rioters   deilroy 

judge  HutchinJon\  houfe,  p. 
177 — a  fifnilar  riot  at  Ncnjj 
Torky  p.  185. 

Riots  at  Edinburgh  and  Glafgonv, 
vol.  iii.  p.  248. 

Rochamheauy  count  de,  arrives  at 
Rhode  Ijlandy  and  is  addrelTed 
by  the  inhabitants,  vol.  iii.  p. 
37^ — ^joins  Wajhington  with  the 
French  troops,  vol.  iv.  p.  123 
— lends  the  American  comman- 
der money  to  fupply  his  troops, 
p.  186. 

Rockingham^  the  marquis  of,  dies, 
vol.  iv.  p.  265;. 

Rodney,  Sir  George,  appointed  to 
the  chief  command  in  the  Weit 
Indies,  vol.  iii.  p.  406 — en- 
gages and  defeats  the  Spanijh 
fleet  under  Don  "Juan  Langara, 
p.  407 — . — engages  count  de 
Guichen,  p.  41 1 — takes  St.  Ew 
fiatia,  vol.  iv.  p.  74 — difpatches 
a  {^\w  fliips  after  the  Dutch  ad- 
miral and  his  convoy;  the  ad- 
miral is  killed  in  defending  his 
ihip,  and  the  fleet  is  taken,  p. 
75 — watches  count  de  Grajfe, 
p.  268— engages  him,  p.270— • 
engages  him  afreih,  defeats  and 
takes  him,  p.  273 — is  created 
an  Englifh  peer,  p.  279. 

Rutledge,  governor,  oi  South  Caro- 
lina,  retaliates  for  colonel  BaU 
fours  conduct,  vol.  iv.  p.  172 
— iflfues  writs  for  a  new  eleftioii 
of  reprefentatives,  &c.  p.  21 1* 
S.  ^ 

Sale?/!,  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
prefent  an  addrefs  to  general 
Gage,  vol.  i.  p.  374. 

Sa'ville,  Sir  George,  moves  for  the 
relief  of  the  Papifts,  vol.  iii. 
p. 113. 

Savannah  evacuated  by  the  Britifh, 
vol.  iv.  p.  301. 

Sajre,  Mr.  fecured  and  committed 
to  the  Tower,  vol.  ii.  p.  224— 
fueslord  R'jchford,  p.  435. 


Schaick,  colonel  Van,  his. expedi- 
tion againft  the  Indians,  vol, 
iii.  p.  J.    ... 

Scheme,  one  for  deilroy ing  general 
Walhingtcn's  army  at  A'Vw 
Tork,  vol.  ii.  p.  276. 

Schools,  the  public,  in  the  Mafla- 
chufetts  and  Connecticut,  vol, 
ii.  p.  125. 

Schuyler,  general,  difarras  the  in- 
habitants of  Tryon  county,  vol. 
ii.  p.  176 — rcioiutions  of  con- 
grefs  concerning  lilm,  p.  4-26, 

474- 

Seal  ot  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, vol.  iv.  p.  297. 

SeceJJion,  the,  of  many  of  the 
minority  members,  vol.  ii.  p, 
442. 

Ships,  Britifii,  taken  in  Bofton  bay 
and  the  neighbourhood,  vol.  ii, 
p.  144. 

p ^  of  v/ar,  driven  frorn 

Nantajhet,  and  the  port  of  Bof- 
ton  opened,  vol.  ii.  p.  266-— 
the  Phoenix  and  Rofe  go  up  thq 
North  river  and  return,  p.  304,, 

Skirmijhes  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bojion,   vol.  ii.  p.  22,  24, 

Slaues,  African,  firft  introduced 
into  the  colonies,  vol.  i.  p.  (^6. 

S?iider,  Chrijlopher,  killed  at  Bojlon, 
and  buried  vvith  the  greatelt  re-, 
fpeft,  vol.  i.  p.  27^. 

Sons  of  liberty,  the  rife  of  the 
title  among  the  Americans,  vol, 
i.  p.  167. 

South  Carolina  congrefs  enter  into 
an  aflbciation,  and  refolve  upon 
putting  Charlejio^wn  and  the 
province  into  a  refpedable 
poilure  of  defence,  vol.  ii.  p. 
81 — the  governor,  lord  William 
Campbell,  diftruftful  of  his  per- 
fonal  fafety,  quits  Charlejioijun, 
and  goes  on  board  a  royal  floop 
of  war,  p.  1 00 — the  popular 
meafures  oppofed  by  numbers, 
and  the  re«fo4S  for  it,  p.  loi — • 

the 
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tlie  committee  of  fafetv  fend 
troops  into  the  fettlements  of 
the  rovalills,  and  feize  their 
leaders,  p.  io6 — the  provincial 
congrefs  determine  upon  an  in- 
dependent conftitiuion,  p.  2IO 
—-the  ft  ate  gOLS   to  war  with 

the    Cherokeesy   p.  364 new 

models  the  temporary  form  of 
government,  voL  iii.  p.  85 — 
is  in\aded  by  general  Pre^^cfl, 
p.  254 — a  general  revolt  in  fa- 
vor of  congrefs,  p.  429 — the 
aHembly  meet  at  Jackfonbo- 
rough,  vol.  iv.  p.  2f;6<, 

Sj>a?iiardsy  their  humanity  to  their 
Britijh  prilbners,  vol.  iv.  p.  14. 

Spn7iijh  and  French  fleets  join  in. 
the  Weft  Indies,  but  make  no 
attempt  againft  "Jamaica,  vol. 
iv.  p.  2. 

Speech,  the  royal,  at  the  opening 
of  the  feffion  of  parliament  in  . 
1777,  and  the  debates  after  it, 
vol.  iii.  p.  95 — in  1781,  vol. 
iv,  p.  21  s* 

Stamp-ad y  vol.  i.  p.  15-7 — colonel 
JBarre's  fpeecii  in  the  debates 
upon  it,  p.  160 — during  the 
debate,  general  Con<^vay  denies 
the  right  of  parliament  to  rqx 
the  colonies,  p.  162 — the  re- 
folves  of  the  Virginia  houfe  of 
biirgelTes  refpefting  the  ftamp- 
ad,  p.  169 — the  fpirits  of  the 
colonifts  inftamed  by  them,  fo 
that  great  difturbances  follow, 
p.  175,  183,  185 — the  repeal 
of  the  ilamp-att,  p^  201 — the 
joy  that  occaTions  through  the 
colonies,  p.  207, 

Stamp-papersy  the  diftributors  of 
them  refign,  vol.  i-  p.  184, 
187,  188 — bufmefs  carried  on 
without  them.,  p.  191. 

Starky  general,  arrives  v»ith  the 
Neav  Hampjhire  militia  in  the 
neighbourliood  of  Burgoyne's 
army,  in  order  to  oppofe  him, 
vol.  ii,  p.  536 — defeats  lieut. 


colonels   Baum   and    Breyman^ 

P'  540. 

Stale  of  the  army  under  general 
Waftiington,  vol.  ii.  p.  3  i  6 — ■ 
in  the  northern  department,  p. 
318. 

States  Generaly  they  are  applied 
to  for  the  Scotch  brigade  to 
ferve  againft  the  Americans, 
and  the  opinion  of  Johan  'van 
der  Cappelle  on  the  occafion, 
vol.  ii.  p.  238. 

Steuben y  baron,  is  chofen  iiifpeO,or 
general,  vol.  iii.  p.  67. 

Sti:ii-art,  lieut.  colonel,  engages 
general   Greene  at   the    Eutanu 


Ipnngs,  vol.  IV. 


168- 
p.  I 


1  *T^^ 


dons  the  Eulaii. 
Storiey-povit  taken   by  the  Britiih, 

vol.  iii.  p.  261 — retaken  by  the 

Americans,  p.  268. 
Sto;iingto}i  iircd  upon  by  the  Rri- 

tifn  Inipping,  vol.  ii,  p.  122. 
S/ifferings  endured  by  the  gentle- 

miCn  fent  from  Charlejh-ujn  to 

Si.  j4ug7/Jiive,  vol.  iv.   p.  1  39 — - 

by  the  continental  officers  taken 


at   Charlejto^jou y   p. 


by 


the  American  marine  prifoners 
in  Ncio  Torky  p.  143. 

Sujfolk  county  in  the  Majfachu- 
fetts,  their  delegates  meet,  and 
com.e  to  various  refolutions, 
vol.  i.  p.  389 — addrefs  gover- 
nor Gagey  p.  391 — fend  to  the 
general  congrefs  at  Philadelphia 
an  account  of  their  proceed- 
ings, p.  392 — which  are  ap- 
proved by  congrefs,  p.  393. 

Sifjfnin,  Mr.  de^  is  fent  in  pur- 
fuit  of  commodore  'jQhnlia?te^ 
vol.  iv.  17.  14.8 — attacks  the 
commodore,  p.  149 — engages 
admiral  Hughes  in  the  Eaft  In 


die?,  p.   266- 


-enoaoes 

O     •  - 


him 
afrefli,  p,  344 — a  third  and 
fourth  time,  p.  345 — the  laft 
time,  p.  348. 
S'dli-vafiy  general,  his  expeditioa 
to  State n  Ijlanci,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^03 

— again'! 
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— againil   the   Britifli   troops, 
R/joJc   IJlandy  vol.  iii.    p.  159, 

161 engages   a  numbi;r  ot 

them,    p.    165 — retreats   from 
Rhode  iiland,  p.  168 — his  ex- 
pedition   againit   the  Indians, 
p.  307. 
SuUi^an-iJIand  fort    attacked    by 
S'u  Peter  Parker,  vol.  ii.  p.  282. 
Sumpter,  colonel,  heads  the  tricnds 
of  independency,    quits  }\orth 
Carolina^  and  takes  the  field  in 
South  againft  the  viftorious  Bri- 
tifh,   vol.  iii.    p.  3 87 — attacks 
the  Britifh  poll  at  Rody-mouiit y 
and  at  Hcwging-rock,  p.  428 — 
on  the  JVatcree,  p.  442— is  de- 
feated by  col.  Tarletcvy   p.  447 
. — is  made  a  brigadier  general, 
p.  454 — defeats  major  I'Vejms, 
and   is    attacked    by   Tarletony 
Vk'hom   he  repulfes,    p.   471  — 
takes   the    Britifli   garrifon    at 
Oraugeburghy  vol.  iv.   p.  89. 
Surgeons  in   the   American  army, 
many  of  them  excelfively  defici- 
ent, vol.  ii.  p.  334. 
Sj?iody   the   United y  of  Ne^M  Tork 
and  Philadelphia y  their  paftoral 
letter,  vol.  ii.  p.  73. 
'\\ 
Tallmagey    major,    furprifes   fort 
St.  George  on  Long  Ijlandy  vol. 
iii.   p.  493.            ,       ,       ,   ^ 
Tarlcton,    lieut.    colonel,    defeats 
colonel  Bufordy  vol.  iii.  p.  360 
—defeats  colonel   Sifwpter,    p. 
447 — is  repulfed  by  him,  p.  47 1 
— is  defeated  by  general  Mor- 
gan y  vol.  iv.  p.  35 — his  expedi- 
tion to  Charlotte  Vilky  p.  402. 
^axcs  not  to  be  impofed  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  AW*  York  colo- 
ny, but  by  their  own  reprefen- 
tatives,  according  to  the  decla- 
rative aft  of  their  general  court, 
palled  immediately  after  the  re- 
volution, vol.  i.  p.  97 — a  fimi- 
lar  act  palled  by  the  Majfachu- 
Jetts   legiflature,   p.  ov^ the 


fcheme  of  taxing  the  cclonies  re- 
jcded  by   Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
p.    109 — the    Britilli    govern- 
ment under  no  neceifity  of  tnx- 
ing  the  colonics  for  their  defence, 
and    the  fecurity   of  the   nev/ 
ceded  countries,  p.  169 — a  bill 
for    taxing   the   colonies    afrelli 
brouoht    in    bv    Mr.   Charles 
Tonvnfendy  p.  2 1 4. 
Tea,  the  EaJ}  India  company  re- 
quell:  the  repeal  of  the  Ameri- 
can duty  upon  it,  vol.  i.  p.  324 
— a  bill  pailes,  enabling  them 
to    export    their  ov/n    teas,  p. 
325 — the   colonifts  excited  to 
refill  the  introdudlion  and  faie 
of  their  tens  upon   that   plan, 
p.  33  r — the  confignees  at  Phi* 
ladtlphia  and  Ne^v  York  refign 
their  appointment,   p.   332 — 3. 
quantity   of  tea   throv/n    over- 
board at  New  York,  p.  333 — 
the  Nen.u  York   and  Philadelphia 
tea-foips  return   to    Great  Bri- 
tain,  p.  334 the  meafures 

taken  at  Rojlon  to  induce  the 
confignees  at  that  place  to  re- 
lign,  p.  T^-i^::^ — the  tea-Jhips  ar- 
rive, and  are  vv'atched,  p.  337 
— the  contents  of  342  chejis  of 
tea  call  into   the  fait  water,  p« 

P-  341- 
Ternevy   admiral   de,    arrives    at 

Newport,  and   is  addreffed  by 

the  inhabitants,  vol.  iii.  p.  380 

— dies  at  Newport,  p.  499. 

ThomaSy    the    American    general, 
dies,  vol.  ii.  p.  253. 

Thompjon,  general,  difpatched  to 
attack  the  Britifh  af  Ihree  Ri- 
I'erSy  vol.  ii.  p 
feated  and  taken,  p.  258 

Tobago  taken,  vol.  iv.   p.  133. 

Tc-iv/fs  in  tlie  Mallachnfetts,  their 
conllitution,  vol.  i.  p.  3 82. 

TcnAjf/fendy  Mr.  Charles,  mo^•es  for 
a  bill  granting  duties  in  the 
Britifli  American  colonics,  vol. 
i.  p.  214. 

Trade, 


256 — is   de- 
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Trades  t\it  importance  of  the 
£ritifh  Weft  India,  vol.  i.  p. 
494- — of  the  colonies,  p.  495. 

"Treaties^  debater  on  thofe  for  em- 
ploying foreign  troops  in  Ame- 
rica, vol.  ii.  p.  240. 

Treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
■between  the  Siates  General  and 
the  American  States,  vol.  iv.  p. 
232 — between  S^weden  and  the 
United  States   of   America,  p. 

Trenton^  the  He^ans  there  defeat- 
ed, vol.  ii.  p.  396. 

"i'rial  of  captain  Prefio7i>,  for  killing 
the  perfons  who  fell  on  the  5  th 
of  March,  1776,  and  his  ac- 
quittal, vol.  i.  p.  291 — of  the 
foidiers  on  the  like  account, 
and  two  found  guilty  of  man- 
ilaughter,  p.  292. 

^"rcops,  general  G-age  ordered  to 
fend  fome  to  BcJioUi  vol.  i.  p. 
£38^-^two  regiments  are  landed 
in  the  town,  p.  247 — the  foldi- 
ers  and  inhabitants  quarrel,  and 
at  length  the  former  fire  upon 
the  latter,  and  kill  feveral,  p. 
>j  3 1  .i-^which  occafions  the  ut- 
tnoft  confufion  in  the  town, 
when  it  is  agreed  that  the  regi- 
ments fhould  withdraw  to  the 
c^ftle,  p.  287 — the  perfons  {lain 
are  buried  with  unparalleled 
pomp,  p.  290.  The  Bofton  coTn^ 
tnittee  aft  fyftematically  to  pre- 
vent all  fupplies  for  the  troops 
in  the  town  under  governor 
Gage,  p.  384. 

Tfumbully  Mr.  Johii^  taken  up  in 
London  and  committed  to  pri- 
fon,  vol.  iv.  p.  12. 

Wtjon  county.,  the  inhabitants  of 
it  difarmed,  vol.  ii.  p.  176. 

diiTolves   the 


governor. 


^orih  Carolina  aifembly,  vol.  i. 
p.  256 — arrives  at  NeiAj  Tork, 
vol.  ii.  p.  94 — his  inHuence 
alarms  congreis,  p.  119.  He 
quits  Nenjo  York,  and  goes  on 
^oa.i4   the   packet,    p.   120 


commands  the  expedition  again^ 
Danhury,  p.  462 — againll  AV^xy- 
Ha-ven,  Fairfield,  and  Nor^vjalk^ 
\q\.  iii.  p.  265. 

Tyconderoga,  colonel  Alle7i%  expe- 
dition againft  it,  vol.  ii.  p.  10 
< — the  iort  furprifed,  p.  13 — ■ 
evacuated  by  general  St,  Clair^ 
p.  48£. 

V. 

V^rg'pnneSy  count  de,  his  politics, 
vol.  iii.  p.  226. 

Ville  de  Paris,  count  de  Grafifes 
Ihip,  ftrikes  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
vol.  iv.  p.  275. 

Vincent,  St.  taken  by  the  French ^ 
vol.  iii.  p.  2h6. 

Virginia  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  52— 
African  flaves  introduced  amoR^ 
thefettlers,  p.  56— they  addrefs 
king  Charles  I.  p.  62-^~the  com- 
mons of  England  fead  a  force 
againft  them,  p.  6'^,  They  pro- 
claim Charles  II,  king  of  Kng- 
land,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and 
Virginia,  p.  64 — their  council 
and  houfe  of  burgelTes  petition 
the  king,  prefent  a  memorial  to 
the  houfe  of  lords,  and  remon- 
ftrate  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
p.  156.  The  refolves  of  the 
houfe  of  burgcffes  againft  the 
right  of  parliament  to  tax  them, 
p.  169.  The  circulation  of 
thefe  refolves  infiame  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  feveral  colonies 
againft  the  ftamp-aft,  p.  171, 
175-,  200.  The  houfe  of  bur- 
gefles  is  diiToived  for  their 
counter-refolves  to  thofe  of  the 
houfe  of  lords  and  commons; 
when  the  gentlemen  who  formed 
it  meet,  and  enter  into  2  una- 
nimous aiTociation  againd  im- 
portations, p.  255 — the  bur- 
geifes,  before  their  diiloiution, 
addrelfed  the  king  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  tranfporticg  perfons 
from  the  colonies  to  be  tried 
in  Great  Britain,  p.,  262.  The 
hciife.  of  burgelies  reiblves   to 

nirtin*' 
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maintam  an  intercourfe  with 
the  fiikr  colonies,  p.  327. 

Virginity  the  governor  of,  orders 
powder  to  be  conveyed  away 
from  the  public  magazine, 
which  occadons  capt,  Patrick 
Henry  to  march  with  his  vo- 
lunteers  toward  Williamjbi>,rgh , 

vol.  ii.    p.  7 convenes,   the 

houfe  of  burgeffes,  p.  "66 — ^^goes 
on  board  a  man  of  war,  p,  87. 
He  is  entreated  to  return  to 
Williamjhurgh ,  by  a  joint  ad- 
drefs  of  the  council  and  houfe, 
p.  8S — the  houfe  prefents  an 
^ddrefs  in  anfwer  to  his  fpeech, 
p.  90 — the  convention  admit 
the  Scotch  petitioners  to  a  ftrid 
neutrality,  p.  109.  They  fo- 
lemnly  declare  in  favor  of  a 
reitoration  to  the  former  friend- 
ly connection  with  Great  Bri- 
)ai7iy  p.  109 — refcind  their  for- 
mer refolution  refpeding  the 
Scotch  petitioners,  on  account 
of  thefe  not  having  kept  their 
faith,  p.  1 14 — agree  upon  a 
conftitution,  p.  300 — the  Bri- 
tijh  make  4  defcent  upon  the 
ftate,  vol.  iii.  p,  260 — the  ilate 
retaliates  on  x}a^  lieut.  gov.  of 
Detroit,  and  others,  p.  264*^' 

Virgijiians y  the  lofs  fuftained  by 
them,  while  lord  Com^allis  was 
attempting  to  reduce  the  ftate, 
vol.  iv.  p.  403. 

Virtual  reprefentation  not  applica- 
ble to  the  colonies,  vol.  i,  p, 
162. 

W. 

Walpohy  Sir  Robert,  his  opinion 
about  taxino;  the  Britifli  colo- 
nies,  vol.  i.  p.  109, 

Wary  -the  American,  the  lower 
clafs  of  Engliih  and  Irilh  ad- 
verfe  to  it^  vol.  ii.  p.  219. 

Warren,  do(5tor,  his  letter  to  ge- 
neral Gage,  vol.  i.  p;  489 — is 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Breed' Sy 
jnifcalled  Bunker  s  Hilly  vol*  ii» 


4 


p.  46 — his  charader,  p.  49 
his  remains  taken   up, 'and  ho- 
norably buried  by  the  lodge  of 
Free  Ma f 071  Sy  p.  2 1 4. 

Wajhington  George^  major,  fen^ 
by  governor  Dinwiddie  to  the: 
French  commandant,  vol.  i,  p, 
121.. 

■^- -r-rr-^ ,  coloncl ,  eu- 

gages  the  French,  p.  123. 

— ,  efq;  ele<fted  ge- 


neral to  command  all  the  con-? 
tinental  forces,  vol,  ii.  p.  34. r~ 
arrives  at  Cambridge,  p.  ^3—^ 
letters  between  him  and  Gage,  p, 
I2r,  The  general  no  wife  de- 
firous  of  independency,  though 
many  of  the  New  England  of-r 
ficers  are,  p.  172 — requires  13 
regiments  of  militia  to  ftrengthea 
the  army,  p.  1 81 — is  for  crofs- 
ing  the  ice  and  attacking  Bof-r 
ton,  p.  i89-:-rfends  off  troops 
for  henxj  York  upon  the  town's 
being  evacuated,  p,  20C-r-at- 
tends  a  thankfg^ivinp-  fermon 
preached  at  his  requeit,  p.  202 
— is  complimented  by  the  Mah 
fachufetts  council  and  reprelen- 
tatives   i'l   a  joint  addrefs,   p. 


203 — his   force    at   Avxv  1 


ork 


fmall,  p.  277 — a  conference  be-^ 
tween  him  and  the  Britifh  adr^ 
jutant  general,  p.  302 — evacu- 
ates Long  IJIuT'dy  p.  313 — eva- 
cuates AVtx;  Tork  Ijland,  p.  -s^yy^ 
— crofTes  the  North  river  into 
Jerfey,  p.  347 — retreats  thropgh 
the  'Jerjtjs  into  Perif/Jylua^iia^ 
p.  353— -his  fituation  after  crof- 
ling  the  Delanvarey  p.  390 — • 
recrolTes  and  attacks  the  Hel- 
JianSy  p.  394— ^re-enters  the  Jer-^' 
j'cysy  p.  398 — efcapes  from  lord 
CormvalliSy  marches  toPrinceta?i^- 
and  attacks  the  fourth  Britifli 
brigade,  p,  400 — marches  to 
Morriftotvny  p.  402 — the  wcak- 
nefs  of  his  force  there,  p.  422. 
He  quits  Mornjio'-j:?i ,  p.  4^^—' 
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IS  fierplexed  about  the  delH- 
nation  of  the  Britifn  fleet  and 
army,  p.  493 — niarches  toward 
the   Bra?idjn,vif/e,  p.  494 is 


beaten, 


-retreats  to  Phi- 


,p.  511. 

ladclp'hia,  p.  ^13 — recroffes  the 
Hchujlkill  with  a  firm  intent  of 
fighting  Sir  William  Hcnxjey  p. 
^  1 4 — pro^■identi■aIIy  prevented 
by  an  inceiTant  heavy  rain,  p. 
5^5 — psfi*t:s  xhtSchnlkill afrefn, 
p.  516 — furprifes  the  main  bo- 
dy of  the  royal  army  at  Ger- 
maji-tcMH y  p.  522 — is  obliged 
to  retreat,  p.  524 — his  force, 
vol.  iii.  p.  3 — at  While  MnrJJ?^ 
p.  10 — huts  at  Valley- forge ^  p. 
1 1 — his  removal  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  attempted, 
p.  C4 — he  labors  to  obtain 
half  pay  for  the  officers,  p.  63- — 
marches  the  troops  from.  Valle}-- 
forge,  p.  133 — engager  the  Bri- 
tilh  near  Monmouth^  p.  146 — 
his  thoughts  upon  the  change 
of  public  affairs,  p.  1 78-— his 
fcheme  for  procuring  good  in- 
telligence, p.  235 — for  fecur- 
ing  himfelf  from  an  attack,  p. 
305 — mentions  the  difiicultics 
attending  his  army,  p.  4-8 — 
proceeds  to  meet  count  de  j'^^?- 
chamh.au  and  adm.  Ternav  at 
Hdrtfordy  p.  479 — agrees  with 
the  count  upon  a  plan  for  the 
next  campaign,  p.  48c — during 
his  abfence  Arnold'^  fchem,e  for 
deliverino-  up  Wed  Point  is  dif- 
covered,  idem,  Wafiiinpton  an- 
pomts  a  board  of  general  offi- 
cers to  exiimine  and  report  up- 
on major  Andre\  cafe,  p.  48 6 
— his  thoughts  upon  the  whole 
bufmefs,  p.  4C;c.  He  detects 
a  molt  grofs  impoiition  in  the 
furnifhing  of  cattle  for  the  ar- 
my, p.  495 — communicates  his 
thoughts  to  lieut.  col.  Laurens 
and  Dr.  Franklin^  upon  tlie  ne- 
ceifity  of  aid  ironi  trance y  par- 


ticularly in  monev  and  a  naval 
fuperiority,  vol,  iv.  p.  23. — 
the  purpofes  to  be  anfwered  by 
fuch  fupericrity,  p.  zk, — his  in- 
tention of  catching  ArmAd  and 
his  detachment  in  Virginia^  p. 
60 — 'declares  the  abfolute  necef- 
{\xy  of  a  timely  and  powerful 
aid  from  Fra?ice,  p.  67— dif- 
approvcs  of  the  Ptritijh  frigate's 
having  been  furnifhed  with  pro- 
vifions,  to  prevent  worfe  con- 
fequences  to  his  houfe  and  pro- 
perty, p.  118 — his  account  of 
the  diltreifes  of  his  arm.y,  p, 
119 — fettles  with  Rochaynbeau 
his  plan  of  operations,  p.  1  20 
— tiie  Fre7!ch  troops  under  Ro- 
chamheau  join  him,  p.  123- 
Wafhington  changes  his  plan  of 
operations,  p.  125 — marches 
v.^th  the  allied  army  for  Phila- 
delphia, p.  126— -arri\'es  at  the 
Head  of  Elk,  p.  186 — before 
York  Town,  p.  188 — opens 
the  trenches,  p.  191 — obliges 
the  Britilh.  to  furrender,  p.  196 
— congratulates  the  allied  army 
on  the  event,  p.  197 — attends 
conorefsj  p.  208 — his  refolu- 
tion  on  the  hanging  of  captain 
'JoJIoun  Hnddvy  p.  249 — Orders 
an  unconditional  prifoner  to  be 
fent   on   from   Pennfylvania  or 

IMaryland,  p.  284 expreffes 

his  concern  at  capt.  Afgill's 
being  fent,  p.  28^ — upon  re- 
ceiving capt.  Lippincot\  trial, 
and  Sir  Guy  Carletons  letter, 
he  laid  the  whole  matter  before 
congrefs  for  their  direftion,  p. 


i.'Q- 


-admits  A/gill  to  his  pa- 
role, allows  him  further  indul- 
gences, and  exprefies  his  pri- 
vate opinion  in  favor  of  his  be- 
ing reieafcd,  and  permitted  to 
return  to  \\i^  friends  in  Europe^ 
p.  289 — the  general  receives  a 
letter  from  count  de  Vcrgei7',iesy 
interceding  for  the  captain,  ac- 
companied 


N 


E        X, 


companied  with,  Mrs.  Afgill, 
the  mother's  letter  to  the  count, 
which  are  forwarded  to  con- 
grefs,  who  dCuztl  that  he  (hould 

be  fct  at  liberty,  p.  290 

Wajhington  fends  with  the  re- 
foive  of  congrefs,  a  pafiport  for 
his  going  into  A^at/  Tork,  and 
writes  him  a  polite  letter,  p. 
291 — is  informed  by  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  and  adm,  Digby,  of  the 
negotiations  for  peace,  p.  294 
— difconcerts  the  attempts  to 
fow  difcord  between  the  mili- 
tary and  civil  powers  of  the 
United  States,  p.  35:; — has  an 
interview  with  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
toHy  p.  367 — addreifes  a  circu- 
lar letter  to  the  governors  of 
the  feveral  Hates,  p.  370 — if- 
fues  out  his  farewell  orders  to 
the  armies,  p.  380 — takes  his 
leave  of  the  officers,  p.  383 — 
delivers  in  his  accounts  to  the 
comptroller  at  Philadelphia y  p. 
3^^ — refigns  his  commixTion  to 
congrefs  at  Annapoli';^  p.  3S7 — 
a  few  ilridures  concerning  him, 
^  p.  4.09. 

Wajhingtofi,  licut.  colonel,  by  a 
itratagem  vsduces  the  Britift) 
poll  at  Clermont,  vol,  iii,.    p. 

yi  uy?ie,  genera!,  furprifed  by  ge- 
neral Greyy  v*d1.  ii.  p.  ^17 — 
takes  Stoney  Foint,  vol.  iii.  p. 
26S — attacks  the  block-houfe  at 
Bergen  vrcky  p.  3B1— fent  with 
the  Fennjylva7:ia  line  to  Virgi- 
nia, and  joins  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette y  vol.  iv,  p.  11  j — 
attacks  the  Britiih  army  under 
lord  Cornnjjalliiy  and  extricates 
himfelf  from  a  rnoil  perilous 
fituation,  p*  1 1  7 — proceeds  to 
and  commands  in  GeorgiHy  p. 
258 — routs  coL  BranjcH,  p,  299 
— is  furprifed  by  a  body  of 
Creek  hidiitni,  but  repulfes  themj 


p.   5C0 takes  pofielTion  of 

Savan?iahy  upon  its  being 
evacuated  by  the  Britifii,  p. 
301. 

Whitcomhy  colonel,  propofes  in- 
lifting  as  a  private,  vol.  ii.  p» 
147. 

White y  colonel  Johfty  with  fix  vo- 
lunteers, by  a  llratagem  in  the 
night,  makes  i^r  of  the  ene- 
my prifoners,  about  25  miles 
from  the  Savannah,  vol.  iii.  p. 

Wbitefieldy  the  reverend  Mr.  his 
information  alarms  the  New 
England   minilters,    vol,  i,   p, 

143. 
Wilkesy   Johiy   efq;    triumphs   at 

length  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  mo- 
tion for  expunging,  from  the 
journals  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, the  entry  by  which  he 
was  pronounced,  in  1769,  in- 
capable of  fitting  in  that  houfe, 
vol.  iv.  p.  263. 

Williams y  colonel,  of  Ninety  Six, 
repulfes  a  body  of  tories,  voL 
iii.  p.  449. 

■ -,'Mr.   P.ogery    the  firft 

legiflator  in  thele  latter  ages, 
that  ellablidies  full  liberty  of 
confcience  in  Rhode  llland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  vol,  i, 

P-37- 
IVilmingtoriy    in    horth    Camina^ 

taken  by  the  Britifli,    vol.  iv> 

p.  47. 

IVooJler,  general,  mortally  wound- 
ed, vol.  ii.  p.  464. 

Wyoming  fettlenients  dcllroyed  by 

tat  Indians y  vol,  iii.  p.  185. 

Y. 

Xanhey  the  origin  of  the  term, 
vol.  i.  p,  481. 

Torkci  Sir  Jcfeph^  applies  to  their 
high  miyhtindles  tor  the  deli- 
vering  up  of  the  oerapis  and 
Count efs  of  Sciirbonngh,  \o\»  iii, 
p.  300^— prvf^nts  a  xr.emorial  to 

the 
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tlie 'S'/^/<?j  Gd'r?<?f^/ relative  to 'the  giflia,  furrender  to  the  allied 

feventaal    treaty   between  j^m^-  army    under  general  Wafhing- 

rica  and  Hollajid^  Vol.  iv.  p.  5;  ton,  vol.  iv.  p.  1^6. 

— withdraws  from  the  Hague/--  Z. 

p.  6.  Zeidnxnfz^  lleut.  colonel.  Is  tried, 

i9rk  Sl'§nMn,  and  Gloucejlcr  in  Vir-  and  efcapes,  vol.  ii.  p.  325. 
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